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PART I 
(a) Review of 1952 and 1953 


A PUuBLIc SERVICE COMMISSION was established in the Colony to advise 
on questions affecting the Public Service including the award of Civil 
Service scholarships and those under Colonial Development and 
Welfare schemes. The Commission absorbed the functions of the 
Appointments and Promotions Board and of the Scholarships Com- 
mittee. 

The Report of an inquiry by Mr. C. J. Hodgens, C.B.E., M.C., into 
the salaries and emoluments of the Civil Service of the Windward 
Islands was received and the recommendations for improvements in 
the terms of service proposed in the Report in respect of St. Vincent 
were implemented with effect from Ist January, 1952. 


FINANCE 


The Colony’s position improved during 1953 and in consequence 
there was a surplus of $179,000 at the end of the year after taking into 
account grant in aid. 


AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHBRIES 


The staff position of the Agricultural Department improved during 
1952 and 1953, almost all senior posts being filled with the exception of 
two senior agricultural instructor vacancies. In 1952 three senior 
agricultural instructors returned to Jamaica on the termination of 
their contracts, and these vacancies were filled by one field assistant 
from the Camden Park Experiment Station and two forest rangers, 
who were given a three-month training course. A fourth senior 
instructor was transferred on promotion to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, Grenada. Dr. I. A. E. Kirby was appointed Veterinary Officer 
in July, 1952. 

Efforts continued to check soil erosion. This work received priority 
from the Extension Division. Demonstrations involving the use of 
fertilisers were not continued. However, by propaganda, the imports 
of fertilisers have increased considerably and this has resulted in a great 
decrease in prices. The Department continued to encourage the 
proper housing of stock mainly to make available adequate amounts 
of properly made pen-manure. 

Work on the Leeward Land Settlement Estates continued to progress 
steadily. Crop yields were good during the seasons 1950-51 and 
1951-52 and profits amounted to $29,286 and $21,108 respectively. 

Owing to decreasing prices for Sea Island cotton, the acreage planted 
to arrowroot again increased, especially in the 1952-53 season. Yields 
for all crops were very satisfactory, weather conditions being very 
favourable. 
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EDUCATION 


In June, 1953, on the occasion of the Coronation of Her Majesty 
the Queen all schools were granted one week’s vacation and Govern- 
ment provided treats for the pupils of the primary schools. 

From July, 1953, Mr. C. V. D. Hadley, Education Officer, was 
seconded to carry out an educational survey of the Windward Islands, 
and Mr. W. M. Lopey, Headmaster of the Grammar School, was 
appointed to act as Education Officer. An Education Policy Com- 
mittee was set up and after holding several meetings thirty-four recom- 
mendations in connection with elementary, secondary, higher, adult, 
vocational and visual education were submitted to Government. 


CONFERENCES 


Oils and Fats Conferences. The Sixth Oils and Fats Conference 
held in Barbados ia July, 1952, recommended the extension of the Oils 
and Fats Agreement of 1947, for three years with effect from Ist 
September, 1952, with certain modifications including : (1) that the 
f.o.b. copra prices be increased to £62 10s. Od. ($300) per long ton, to 
be reviewed annually ; (2) the membership of the Working Committee 
be increased to seven by the nomination by the Governor of a second 
member from the Windward Islands ; (3) the agreement be based on 
the right of participating Governments to unrestricted trade in coconuts 
and coconut products throughout the British Caribbean Area. These 
recommendations were accepted by the participating Governments. 

The Seventh Oils and Fats Conference in August, 1953, recom- 
mended that the copra price remain at £62 10s. Od. per ton for 
another year. St. Vincent was represented at these conferences by 
Mr. E. A. C. Hughes. Mr. Cyril Barnard and Mr. A. V. Sprott, 
Controller of Supplies, acted as his advisers in 1953. 


Labour and Social Welfare Conferences. The Labour Commissioner 
attended a Conference of . Windward Islands Labour Officers in 
Grenada in October, 1952; a Conference of British West Indies 
Social Welfare Officers in Barbados in March, 1952 ; a Conference 
of British West Indies Labour Officers in Trinidad in December, 
1953 ; and a Conference of the Regional Labour Board also in Trinidad 
in December, 1953, at which matters in connection with the recruit- 
ment of workers to the United States of America were discussed. The 
Commissioner represented St. Vincent at the first three conferences and 
the Windward Islands at the fourth. 

Regional Economic Committee. The St. Vincent Government is a 
member of the Regional Economic Committee set up in May, 1951, 
on the recommendation of the Conference on the Closer Association 
of the West Indian Colonies held in 1947. Mr. R. E. Baynes repre- 
sented the Colony at the four meetings held in 1952 and 1953. 
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(b) Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes 


AGRICULTURE AND LAND SETTLEMENT 


Agriculture 

The post of Officer-in-Charge of the Camden Park Experiment 
Station was filled in 1952 after being vacant for almost three years. 
The Station pursues mainly short-term research in various local crops, 
€.g., arrowroot, cotton, peanuts, food crops, fodder crops, etc. Detailed 
reports of the Station’s work can be found in the Annual Reports of 
the Department of Agriculture. Financial assistance for soil con- 
servation and anti-erosion measures continued ee co D. 587. 


Land Settlement 

The development of the Leeward Land Settlement Estates continued 
during 1952 and 1953. The Richmond river was canalised in mid- 
1953 ; this is the first stage in bridging the river. Roads for opening 
up new areas totalling about 250 acres at Richmond Vale and about 
150 acres at Wallilabou were constructed during the period under 
review. Another David Brown tractor was purchased. 

A new cocoa scheme was drawn up to cover a period of 20 years ; 
it is financed by a loan from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 
A total of about 250 acres is to be brought under cocoa cultivation. 
Under the Cocoa Propagation Scheme, D. 1796, propagators are being 
constructed at Wallilabou and will supply cuttings to plant 75-100 
acres per annum. 

Extensive banana planting, mainly with Lacatan suckers imported 
from Dominica, began in 1952. Now that a Swedish refrigerated banana 
ship, the Windward Islands, is calling at St. Lucia the banana rehabili- 
tation scheme is making rapid strides. The Leeward Land Settlement 
Estates at present supply 60 per cent or more of all bunches shipped fort- 
nightly and by 1955 they should have a considerable output of bananas. 

Cotton cultivation was discontinued at Richmond Vale where high 
rainfall conditions always made results uneconomic: _ The acreage at 
Wallilabou was reduced also. 

At present arrowroot, copra, peanuts and cassava are the main cash 
crops, though cocoa, bananas and coffee will no doubt assume equal 
or greater importance in the near future. 

The audited accounts for the years ending June, 1951 and 1952 are 
available and show net profits of $29,286 and. $21,;108 respectively. 
Appropriations by the Land Settlement ods Development Board from 
these profits were ; 


1951 1952 
~  §.. $ 

Debenture Sinking Fund. : : 9,600 9,600 
Development Fund . : »: +, 4,800. — 
Land Purchase Fund . ; wis fe — 1,000 
General Reserve Fund. : . 3,000 3,000 
Construction of Richmond Bridge ~ . .. 3,000 _ 
Bonus Payments to Labourers a ‘5,000. 7,000 
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Bonus payments were made to those labourers who had qualified by 
working not less than 200 days per annum on the estates, on the basis 
of 10 per cent of their total earnings. 

In December, 1953, $7,000 was again allocated for bonus payments, 
but the audited accounts have not yet been received. 

The Sharpe’s Housing Scheme has progressed steadily. Two new 
schemes are to be initiated during 1954 for which land has been sold 
to the Central Housing and Planning Authority for housing projects— 
8$ acres at Reversion and approximately 14 acres at Petit Bordel. 


Snagg Estate, Canouan 


The years 1951-52 and 1952-53 were extremely disappointing, 
severe dry periods resulting in a complete failure of the main cash crop 
—Sea Island cotton. From all appearances 1953-54 looks as though 
it will be more successful as weather conditions have been far more 
favourable. Shortage of water is still the major obstacle. The 
possibilities of aloes and small stock are being investigated as there is 
at present no possibility of forecasting the weather, and the success or 
failure of Sea Island cotton is entirely dependent on weather conditions. 

A portion of the estate has been surveyed and cut up into 127 lots 
for sale as house spots, for which applications have been invited. The 
future management of the estate is under consideration. 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES 


Apart from assistance in training of personnel, the following Colonial 
Development and Welfare schemes were in operation during 1952 and 
1953 : 


Scheme D. 1282, Public Health Engineering Unit—Maintenance of 
Staff. 

Scheme D.1427, Public Health Improvements. 

Scheme D.1792, Matron, Colonial Hospital. 

Scheme D.2068, X-Ray Machine for Colonial Hospital. 


CENTRAL HOUSING AND PLANNING AUTHORITY 


The Central Housing and Planning Authority and Public Health 
Engineering Unit were combined with effect from Ist January, 1953. 
They are financed under Scheme D.1983 (Scheme D.719, which paid 
for maintenance of the Authority’s staff up to 1952, was absorbed into 
the new scheme). There were no other changes in the administration 
and organisation of the Authority which continues to operate as a 
corporate body under the provisions of the Slum Clearance and 
Housing and the Town and Country Planning Ordinances of 28th 
January, 1946. 

Financing of housing schemes is taken care of by grants from local 
Government and Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 


REVIEW OF 1952 AND 1953 7 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


Roads. Twenty-eight miles of produce feeder roads were recon- 
ditioned to facilitate the transport of produce from remote areas. 


Air Service. Major repairs were done to the ramp at Villa Airport 
and improvements made to the Airport Building. 


Buildings. With a grant from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds under Scheme D.1920, the Belair Health Centre buildings were 
repaired and certain of them altered. The buildings will now be 
utilised by the Education Department as a school and teacher’s 
quarters and by the Medical Department as a Health Centre, dispenser’s 
quarters and nurse’s quarters. 

With a Colonial Development and Welfare grant of £990 (Scheme 
D.1877) a building was bought at Stubbs for use as a school. It has 
been repaired and now forms an annexe to the Stubbs primary school. 


EDUCATION 


During the period a Colonial Development and Welfare Scheme, 
D.720, continued to pay for an Education Officer who is responsible 
for the administration of education throughout the Colony. 

A grant was given under Scheme D.210 B(r) to enable the Education 
Officer to attend a Seminar on Adult Education which was held in 
Jamaica in September, 1952. 

Financial assistance was received under Schemes D.1004, D.1544 
and D.13 D(h) for purchasing books for the Teacher-Training Centres, 
books and equipment for primary school pupils and sewing machines 
for handicraft centres, respectively. _ 

The approval of Scheme D.1999 has made it possible for an Educa- 
tional Survey of the Windward Islands to be carried out. 


Note: A statement showing schemes with their numbers and titles 


and actual expenditure on each scheme up to 3ist December, 1952, is 
attached as Appendix I, page 50. 


PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April, 1946, showed the population of the Colony to be 
61,647 (27,901 males and 33,746 females). The estimated population 
at the end of 1952 was 71,392 and at the end of 1953, 73,136. 

Racial groups in April, 1946, were as follows : 


Black ; . 45,042 
Mixed or Coloured : : , . 12,631 
White : : ; : 1,906 
East Indians , ; : ; , 1,817 
Caribs : : : ; 7 : 242 
Syrians. : : : : ‘ 7 
Not stated : F : ‘ : 2 

Total . : ; , 61,647 


Vital statistics are given on page 23. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 
OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation in the Colony. The estimated 
number of workers in the main industries was as follows : 


Agriculture aa" 2 : ‘ : 13,000 
Manufacturing . : ‘ 2,000 
Building and Road Construction . ; 2,750 
’ Transport and Communications . : 650 
Trade and Commerce . : 1,200 
Hotels and Personal Services 5 : 2,100 
-Public and Other Services. : ‘ 1,350 


Employment is seasonal ; during the crop season, i.e. from Novem- 
ber to May, approximately ’5, 000 persons are employed on the 24 large 
estates and approximately 1, 150 in factories processing agricultural 
products. During the slack. period, i.e. from June to October, the 
number of persons employed on the 24 estates is reduced to about 
3,000 and the number of persons employed in factories to less than 100. 
There is also under-employment throughout the year. 

One hundred and twenty-six agricultural workers were recruited 
under contract for work in the United States in 1952 and 32 in 1953. 


' WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


Agricultural Workers 
Men, 93 cents per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 70 cents per day of 8 hours. 
Time and a quarter is paid for time in excess of 8 hours and time 
and a half on public holidays. 
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Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.08 per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 86 cents per day of 8 hours. 
Time and a quarter is paid for time in excess of 8 hours and time 
and a half on public holidays. 


Building and Road Construction 
Building : Men, $1.44 to $3.00 per day of 8 hours ; 
Road : Men, $1.08 to $1.30 per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 86 cents per day of 8 hours. 
Transport and Communications 
Men, $8.00 to $10.00 per week (10 hours work per day). 


Trade and Commerce ; 
Men, $7.00 to $10.00 per week and $28.00 to $80.00 per month ; 
Women, $6.00 to $8.00 per week and $24.00 to $60.00 per month. 


Hotel and Personal Services 
Women, $7.00 to $10.00 per month with meals and $15.00 to 
$18.00 per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December, 
1953, was 298 and the following table shows the figures at the end of 
each month (August, 1939 = 100). 


Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
1952 ; 269 269 266 267 276 283 283 281 283 286 285 284 
1953 : 294 293 293 296 299 299 299 300 301 301 298 298 
The following are the prices of the principal items purchased : 
Unit Average Prices Average Prices 
Item of as at as at 
Quantity 30.6.53 31.12.53 
c. $c. 
Bread A : ? ‘ oz. 1 1 
Scie fresh. . ‘ : Ib. 17 17 
Mea ‘ 3 3 ‘ Ib. 45 41 
Milk F 3 ‘ pt. 44 43 
Sugar (unrefined) a : . Ib. 10 10 
Vegetables ; : : ; Ib. 5 5 
Rice , ‘ é ; Ib. 14 14 
Shirts (working) . F 3 each 2.74 2.87 
Soap ; 7 : 5 : bar 52 53 
Trousers (denim & khaki) : yd. 1.09 1.13 
Shoes (leather) : Men . : pr. 6.45 7.02 
Women - pr. 5.234 4.50 
Cotton, white ‘ : : yd. 71 62 
Prints . F ‘ : yd. 62 68 


Cigarettes , i ‘ : pack 18 18 
Tobacco . - : : : 
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LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Staff and Functions of the Department of Labour 


The staff at the end of December, 1953, comprised the Labour 
Commissioner, who is responsible for the administration of the Depart- 
ment, one Labour Inspector and two junior clerks. 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review the conditions of employment ; to ensure the enforcement 
of labour legislation ; to investigate all representations made by 
employers and workers with a view to settling disputes and improving 
labour relations ; to visit the various places of employment, to study 
wage-rates, hours of work, living conditions, and conditions of work 
in factories; to collect labour statistics, including cost-of-living 
statistics ; to advise and assist trade unions in organisation and trade 
union practice ; to advise employers and workers on claims under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance ; to advise Government on 
labour matters, and generally to promote harmonious relations between 
employers and workers. 


Industrial Relations 


There are four registered trade unions, the General Workers’ Union 
with a membership of 50, the United Workers’ Union with a member- 
ship of 1,100, the Federated Agricultural and Industrial Workers’ 
Union with a membership of 2,500 (all three unions cater for all 
categories of workers) and the St. Vincent Teachers’ Association with 
a membership of 300 (which was registered as a trade union in 1953). 
Arrangements are being made for the Civil Service Association to be 
registered. 

The three general unions have been passing through a difficult 
period. The officials of the United Workers’ Union fell out and the 
secretary started the Federated Agricultural and Industrial Workers’ 
Union and took some of the members of the former union with him. 
At the same time members began to lose interest and there was a steep 
fall in the membership of the United Workers’ Union and of the 
General Workers’ Union. 

There are no Joint Industrial Councils. Wages are fixed by Wages 
Councils for agricultural workers, industrial workers, shop assistants 
and domestic servants. 

In January, 1952, there was a stoppage of work on the hydro- 
electric project operated by the Colonial Development Corporation. 
Forty-six unskilled workers went on a strike lasting one day. The 
Labour Commissioner was immediately called in by the management. 
There was a misunderstanding which was cleared up and the 
workers all returned to work the next day. In January, 1953, there 
was a strike in the sugar industry. One hundred and seventy persons 
went on strike, lasting two weeks, for higher pay. The Labour Com- 
missioner intervened and the workers accepted the 10 per cent increase 
which the management had offered them, and returned to work. 


OCCUPATIONS, WAGES AND LABOUR ORGANISATION II 
LABOUR LEGISLATION 
The following laws were enacted in 1952 and 1953 : 


1952 
Ordinances 

The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Sevicss Arbitra- 
tion Ordinance, No. 4 of 1952. This provides for compulsory arbitra- 
tion in the essential services—electricity, health, hospital, sanitary and 
water services. 

The Sugar Export Cess (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 9 of 1952. 

This Ordinance provides for (a) the cess to be increased from $13.00 
to $13.20 per ton, (b) the amount to be allocated to the Price Stabilis- 
ation Fund to be reduced from $5.92 to $4.80 per ton of sugar exported, 
(c) the amount to be allocated to the Rehabilitation Fund to be in- 
creased from $4.72 to $6.00 per ton, (d) the amount to be allocated to 
the Welfare Fund to be increased from $2.37 to $2.40 per ton and (e) 
the Governor-in-Council to vary the amounts from time to time as . 
necessary. 
The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 11 
of 1952. This enables locally engaged civilian staff of a department 
of Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom to come within 
the scope of the workmen’s compensation legislation of the Colony. 
Such persons previously received compensation for injuries under 
United Kingdom Injury Warrants. Compensation becoming due to 
such locally engaged civilian employees will continue to be paid from 
United Kingdom funds. 

The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children (Amend- 
ment) Ordinance, No. 17 of 1952. This Ordinance fixes the minimum 
age for admission of children to industrial undertakings and to employ- 
ment at sea. The definition of ‘industrial undertaking” has been 
modified. The upper age limit of a young person has been raised 
from 16 to 18. 

The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) Ordinance, 
No. 24 of 1952. This provides for the notification of accidents and 
occupational diseases occurring to employed persons. 

Statutory Rules and Orders 

The Department of Labour (Agricultural Workers) (Amendment) 
Order, S.R. & O. No. 79 of 1952. This provides {for increased 
eae wages to be paid to agricultural workers as from Ist October, 
195 


The Department of Labour (Industrial Workers) (Amendment) 
Order, S.R. & O. No. 80 of 1952. This provides for increased mini- 
mum wages to be paid to industrial workers as from Ist October, 1952. 

The Trade Unions Rules, S.R. & O. No. 95 of 1952. These Rules 
replace the 1940 Trade Unions Regulations. 

The Department of Labour (Minimum Wage) (Shop Assistants) 
(Amendment) Order, S.R. & O. No. 98 of 1952. This provides for 
increased wages to be paid to shop assistants as from Ist December, 
1952. 
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Ordinances 1953 


The Wages Council ‘Ordinance, No. 1 of 1953, provides for the 
establishment of Wages Councils. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

The Wages Council (Agriculture) (Sugar and Arrowroot) Order, 
S.R. & O. No. 37 of 1953 ; the Wages Council (Agriculture) (Minor 
Crops) Order, S.R. & O. No. 38 of 1953 ; the Wages Council (Indus- 
trial Undertakings) Order, S.R. & O. No. 39 of 1953; the Wages 
Council (Shop Assistants) Order, S.R. & O. No. 40 of 1953 ; and the 
Wages Council (Domestic Service) Order, S.R. & O. No. 41 of 1953. 
These Orders provide for the establishment of Wages Councils for the 
industries mentioned in the titles. The Labour Advisory Board | 
previously made recommendations on wages for all these industries , 
except domestic ‘servants. ; 

The Wages Councils (Meetings and Procedure) Order, S.R. & O. 
No. 47 of 1953. This provides for (a) representation at meetings, 
(b) voting and (c) notice of meetings. 

The Wages Councils (Wages Regulation Proposals) (Notices) 
Regulations, S.R. & O. No. 48 of 1953. This provides for publication | 
of notices regarding Wages Regulation Proposals. 

The Domestic Servants Wages Regulation Order, S.R. & O. No. 54 |. 
of 1953. This Order gives legal effect to the proposals submitted by |. 
the Domestic ‘Servants Wages Council. [: 

The Wages Councils (Wages Regulation) (Workers Notification) 
Regulations, $.R. & O. No. 55 of 1953. This provides for publication 
of notice as regatds Wages Regulation Proposals and Wages Regula- 
tion Order, 

The Sugar Export ‘Cess (Funds) Order, S.R. & O. No. 43 of 1953. 
This allocates the cess of $13.20 per ton paid on sugar as follows : 





s 








Sugar Industry Price, Stabilisation Fund ; . $6.00 previously $4.80 

Sugar Industry. Rehabilitation Fund =. ; . $4.80 previously $6.00 |; 

Sugar Industry Labour Welfare Fund . : - $2.40 previously $2.40 . 
$13.20 $13.20 








* INDUSTRIAL TRAINING 
There are no schemes for industrial training. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE ve EXPENDITURE 
Year Local C.D, & Grant Total Local C.D.& Total 
pW in Aid. W. 


$ . $ OF £ $ $ $ 
1952 1,891,367 222,017 - 2,113,384 1,925,289 179,716 2,105,005 < 
1953 1,937,798 213,191 636,388 2,787,377 2,394,999* 223,774 2,618,773 | 
* Includes $136,050 on Deferred Maintenance. : 


[ 
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PUBLIC FINANCE AND TAXATION 13 
There are five main heads of revenue : 
Customs Electricity 
Year and Licences Taxes Fees Post and 
i a we P - Office Telephones 
1952 1,115,879 33,733 317,265 141,184 83,123 104,887 
1953 1,134,562 35,729 339,501 142,311 78,814 48,444 
The following are the main heads of expenditure : 
Central . 
Year Adminis- _ Agricul- Road Educa- Elec- Medical 
tration ture Authority tion tricity 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 
1952 73,548 56,064 120,501 273,534 66,785 335,388 
1953 125,030 84,527 125,064 323,013 25,241 391,692 
Public Public Public 
Year Pen- Police Public Works Works Works Treasury 
sions — Debt Depart- Reeur-  Extra- 
ment rent ordinary 
$ f £ $ £ $ $ 
1952 54,087 143,043 47,724 56,601 56,314 56,956 67,899 


1953 72,407 160,404 39,830 64,912 5,326°: ‘37,761 74,243 


PUBLIC DEBT 


The public debt at 31st December, 1952 and 1953 totalled $564,772 
and $543,267 respectively, which include the following local loan 


issues : 
are 
ld ag lean Water Supply Loan. 4,800 
Public Purposes Loan. : 10,080 
Telephone Recweiucton Loan . Z 7,200 
Hydro-Electric Loan ‘ ‘< 120,000 
Water Supply Loan F 7 . 120,000 
Rural Water Supply Loan .. . : 115,200 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES . 


Statements of assets and liabilities for 1952 and 
Appendices IIa and IIb, pages 53-55. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 


1953 
$ 
4,800 


120,000 
120,000 
115,200 


1953 are at 


The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1952 and in 1953 were : 


ae 
Import Duties F é : ye 655,840 
Export Duties ; : ‘ i . . 262,905 
Excise Duties % ‘ F F 183,106 
Licences ‘ : 2 3 : 3 33,733 
Income Tax . , 5 ‘ : 266,974 
Land and House Tax. , , ; 32,278 
Estate Duties ; F ‘ - 5 38,420 


Stamp Duties : : ; : i 20,685 
Customs Duties 


1953 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced in the 


table at Appendix III, page 56. 
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Excise Duties 

Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of 14s. 2d. per 
proof gallon and, in addition, a trade duty is imposed on locally 
manufactured rum of 2s. per proof gallon, and on imported spirits 
between 3s. and 6s. per gallon, liquid or proof, according to circum- 
stances. 
Income Tax 

The minimum rate of income tax, in the case of individuals, is three 
cents in the dollar, and the maximum 78 cents. Companies pay tax 
at the rate of 30 cents on every dollar of the chargeable income. A 
schedule of the rates of income tax is given at Appendix IV, page 58. 

The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1952 and 
1953 was approximately : 


1952 1953 
Government Officers Z ‘ 801 820 
General Public : : 2 881 990 
Companies : : : 36 36 


Income tax collections totalled $266,974 for the year 1952 and it is 
estimated that $287,000 was collected for the year 1953. 

Legislation was introduced in 1953 to prevent tax evasion by persons 
leaving the Colony. 
Stamp Duties 

The more important stamp duties are detailed at Appendix V, page 59. 
Land and House Tax 

The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the largest 
dependency, is 24 cents per acre. In St. Vincent, on land in excess of 
ten acres, the tax is 48 cents per acre or fractional part. Land tax in 
the Grenadines is as follows : 

(a) in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or fractional part of 

an acre. 


(b) in the island of Canouan—12, cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 

(c) in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 


(d) in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia—6 cents per 
acre or fractional part of an acre. 
The minimum tax payable is 24 cents in the case of (a) to (c). 
The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island and 
Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows : 


$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 48 cents per house 
Over $24.00 ” ” ” $28 . 80 60 ” ” ” 
” $28.80 ” o ” $36.00 80 ” » ” 
» $3600 , » ss $43.20 96 6 ” 
” $43.20 ” ” » $48.00 $1.20 ” » 
” $48,00 ” ” ” $60.00 $1 .60 ” ” 
» $60.00 . » ” $72.00 


$2.40 i ” 
» $72.00. : : . . attherate of $24.00 percent 


PRODUCTION 15 


These taxes are payable without penalty between Ist November and 
31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total due does not 
exceed $4.80, and at the rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. 
Thereafter all outstanding amounts are collected by a bailiff under 
warrant of levy and execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


There is no local currency. United Kingdom gold, silver and bronze 
coins and currency notes issued by the British Caribbean Currency 
Board (Eastern Group) are legal tender. 

The only commercial bank in the Colony is Barclays Bank (Dominion, 
Colonial and Overseas). Interest-bearing deposits are limited in the 
Savings Branch to $2,500 and the rate allowed is 1 per cent per annum. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agricul- 
tural Credit and Loan Bank Limited, which was established for the 
purpose of assisting peasants with money advances for crop cultivation, 
and by the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank Limited, formed for general 
co-operative activities and assistance. The rate of interest allowed 
is 2 per cent in the former case and 2} per cent in the latter ; at 31st 
December, 1952, the former held $77,295 to the credit of 1,825 deposit- 
ors, and the latter $131,843 on behalf of 5,631 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank limits amounts held on deposit by 
any individual at any one time to $4,800. At 31st December, 1953, 
the total to the credit of 3,571 depositors amounted to $573,965, the 
rate of interest earned being 2} per cent per annum. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


During the years under review there were no outstanding commercia, 
developments, but trade was well maintained. The main imports and 
exports for the years 1951, 1952 and 1953 are given’ at Appendix VII 
pages 61-62. 


Chapter 6: Production — 
AGRICULTURE 


The island’s production is almost entirely agricultural ; the chief 
exports are arrowroot starch, Sea Island cotton, copra and coconuts, 
sugar, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, cassava starch and _ livestock. 
Appreciable contributions to the island’s economy are also made by 
edible oils, miscellaneous food crops (yams, tannias, eddoes, etc.) and 
animal products, most of which are marketed locally. 


Arrowroot 


Arrowroot maintained its position as an export above all other crops. 
The value of arrowroot starch exported was more than three times that 
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of its closest competitor. Exports amounted to 9,724,004 Ib. in -1952 
and 8,444,880 lb. in 1953, valued at $1,743,938 and $1,553,340 
respectively. 

All shipments of starch are made through a single agency—the St. 
Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association—which has been in 
operation for over 22 years. The main markets are the United States 
and the United Kingdom ; the United States purchases about 75 per 
cent of the crop, the United Kingdom about 18 to 20 per cent. Other 
buyers include other British Caribbean territories, Canada, Holland, 
Surinam and Martinique. 

Both large and small growers contribute to the island’s arrowroot 
production. Peasants plant about 60 per cent of the area devoted to 
arrowroot, but they account for little more than 30 per cent of total 
production. The factors responsible for this are that the peasants 
cultivate relatively poor lands, they are hopelessly under-capitalised, 
hence they cannot purchase fertilisers—there is little likelihood of 
this being remedied quickly—and they are ignorant of the benefits to be 
derived from mixed farming (the Extension Division of the Department 
of Agriculture is trying to remedy this). Yields of arrowroot rhizomes 
vary from about 90 to 380 (100 Ib.) baskets per acre. The scope for 
improvement is therefore great. 

During 1953 the acreage under arrowroot increased by about 300 
acres to 4,500 acres directly as a result of a decrease in price of Sea 
Island cotton. 


Cotton 

Sea Island cotton was second in order of importance among agricul- 
tural exports in 1952 and third in 1953. In 1952 there was an increase 
in price (lst white lint sold at $1.50 per Ib.) and a consequent increase 
in acreage; towards the end of 1952, however, United Kingdom 
cotton spinners were given the option of purchasing their requirements 
of cotton privately or through the Raw Cotton Commission. The 
majority of spinners interested in the Sea Island cotton crop decided 
to buy privately, but refused to guarantee prices before samples of the 
1952-53 crop were received. This caused considerable doubt about the 
future and the area planted to cotton was reduced by 552 acres. The 
price for the 1952-53 crop was only $1.08 per lb. As marketing 
prospects remained unfavourable, the area was further decreased for 
the 1953-54 crop ; however, the crop looks fine and the yield per acre 
is likely to be quite good. 

The following table gives the estimated acreage planted, the yield 
and the price in the six seasons 1947-48 to 1952-53 : 


Average Yield 
Acreage Yield (bales of Lint per Price per Ib. 
400 Ib. each) acre (1b.) 
1947-48 1,865 725 161 —_ 
1948-49 3,278 855 104 1.00 
1949-50 3,311 1,097 132 1.04 
1950-51 : 3,002 855 114 1.20 
1951-52 “ 3,473 964 111 : a 


1952-53 : 2,921 934 128 
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The Government Cotton Ginnery gins the whole of the cotton crop. 
In 1952 it processed 1,444,852 lb. of cotton seed of which 375,465 lb. 
came from Carriacou in the Grenadines, and in 1953 1,457,595 Ib. of 
which 543,955 lb. came from Carriacou. 


Coconuts and Other Oilseeds 


Coconuts and copra ranked third in importance among exports in 
1952 and second in 1953. The area under coconuts was 5,000 acres in 
1952 and 1953. Exports of copra amounted to 3,358,141 Ib. valued at 
$439,255 in 1952 and 3,827,326 lb. at $516,358 in 1953 ; 1,223,869 Ib. 
were purchased by the Government Cotton Ginnery in 1952 and 
1,185,734 lb. in 1953. 

The Ginnery operates an oil expressing, refining and deodorising 
plant. The expressing capacity has been further increased by the 
installation of a new Anderson expeller in 1953. At present only 
coconut oil is deodorised and all of it is consumed locally. The 
Ginnery also manufactures soap and stock feed for local sale. During 
1952 and 1953 the following oils and meal were produced : 


1952 1953 
Crude coconut oil (gall.) . - 60,233 70,651 
Refined cottonseed oil (gall.) 2 12,528 11,701 
Coconut meal (1b.) . F . 236,975 291,123 sold for stock feed 
Cottonseed meal (Ib.) : . 991,459 1,159,316 and manure 


Of the crude coconut oil produced in 1952, 26,372 gallons were sold 
for fats and soap manufacture and 32,010 gallons were deodorised, 
yielding 27,850 gallons. Of the oil produced in 1953, 44,820 gallons 
were refined and yielded 38,727 gallons ; 37,373 gallons of this were 
deodorised yielding 37,197 gallons. Eight hundred and seventy-five 
gallons of crude oil were used for soap manufacture in 1953. All 
these products were sold locally. 


Sugar 


The production of sugar by the Mount Bentinck Factory—the only 
sugar factory in the island—increased steadily during the period under 
review. A total of 3,365 tons was produced in 1952 and 3,548 tons in 
1953, compared with 2,792 tons in 1951. Exports of sugar were 1,200 
tons in 1952 and 1,050 tons in 1953 valued at $217,200 and $208,197 
respectively. Molasses exported in 1952 amounted to 32,382 gallons 
valued at $6,152 ; the amount exported in 1953 was negligible. During 
1952 and 1953 52,012 gallons and 52,225 gallons of proof spirit were 
esa in the Mount Bentinck distillery, and it was all consumed 
locally. 

The help given to peasant growers by the Mount Bentinck Company 
in the form of an advance of $10 per acre and by supplying fertilisers 
at cost price has led to increased production, both by expansion of the 
acreage and by an increased output per acre. The area planted for the 
1952-53 crop totalled about 1,400 acres, one-third of which was 
planted by estates. 
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Cassava 

The cassava industry started to decline after 1951 as a result of 
competition in the United States market mainly from Brazil, and this 
decline continued through 1952 and 1953. Prices are still remuner- 
ative, however and exports for 1952 and 1953 were 546,020 Ib. and 
552,164 Ib. valued at $50,766 and $54,613 respectively. The pro- 
duction of “farine’’, a local food, absorbs about 10 per cent of total 
production. It is estimated that about 1,000 acres are devoted to this 
crop. Selection work has been proceeding and planting material of 
three or four superior yielding clones will soon be available for dis- 
tribution. 


Groundnuts 

Groundnuts, being a valuable short-term crop, are often resorted to 
when prospects for other crops are gloomy. Thus in 1953 when the 
outlook for cotton was rather discouraging, many planters devoted a 
large portion of their cotton lands to peanuts. However, the tempt- 
ation in times of declining prices for other crops to increase the area 
under peanuts, often utilising very steep and erodible slopes, results in 
a serious deterioration of the soil. Exports in 1952 and 1953 were 
451,746 Ib. and 633,790 Ib. valued at $111,156 and $161,205 respec- 
tively. Several new varieties have been imported from West Africa 
and the United States and some of them may well prove to be valuable 
cash crops for the cotton close season period 
Other Food Crops 

It is estimated that the area devoted annually to food crops is about 
10,000-12,000 acres. Estimated production for the three principal 
crops is : 


Sweet potatoes . : : 7 million Ib. 
Tannias, dasheen and eddoes : ; ” ” 
Yams ; : : ; i " ” 


Sweet potatoes maintained a high place in the list of exports. In 1952 
22,802 bags (180 Ib. each) and in 1953 33,324 bags, valued at $150,698 
and $239,983 respectively, were exported 

Nutmegs and mace, bananas, plaintains, cocoa, maize, peas, tomatoes 
and pumpkins also made worthwhile contributions to exports, but, 
with the exception of the first two, their importance in supplementing 
local food production is of far greater significance. 
Soil Conservation 

Soil conservation continued to receive priority from the Extension 
Division throughout the island and in the St. Vincent Grenadines. 
During 1952 approximately 792,980 feet of contour lines were laid of 
which 436,430 feet were planted with grass and other suitable veget- 
ative barriers. 35,260 feet of contour drains were also dug. The total 
area affected by these measures amounted to 979 acres. In 1953 
564,970 feet of contour lines were laid, 385,590 feet of which were 
planted with grass barriers. 34,590 feet of contour drains were dug. 
The total area affected amounted to 700 acres. 
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Fertilisers 

The use of fertilisers is steadily gaining ground and to avoid incorrect 
use of the straight fertilisers, the Department of Agriculture has 
recommended suitable mixed fertilisers for the main crops to the 
leading fertiliser importers. The start was slow, but now that results 
have been obtained by farmers the movement has gained momentum. 
Sulphate of ammonia continues to be imported as nitrogen is the main 
deficiency in the soil and it is also needed for top dressing fields which 
have received mixed fertiliser. The following table shows the increased 

use of fertilisers : 

Tons of Imported Fertilisers per Year (average of five-year periods) 

1930-34 1935-39 1940-44 1945-49 1949-53 


Ammonium Sulphate. ‘ 272 548 385 360 467 
Single Superphosphate . 2 12 — 42 84 
Sulphate and Chloride of Potash 9 33 11 5 97 
Complete (NPK) Respies 
Mixtures : ‘ —_— _— _— _— 186 
Totals. : . 283 593 396 | 407 834 
LIVESTOCK 


Efforts to improve livestock continued, mainly through the stud 
centres. During 1953 the first stud centre was opened in the St. 
Vincent Grenadines at Bequia ; one grade Jersey bull, one Black Belly 
tram, one grade Anglo-Nubian buck and one Large Black boar are 
kept at this centre. 

The demand for services was good in 1952, but in 1953, although 
a new stud centre was opened and the number of studs at the other 
centres was increased, the total number of services went up by only 33, 
and this reduced demand, especially for swine, was mainly attributable 
to the ban on the exportation of stock. The following table gives the 
total services for all centres : 


Class of Stud 1952 1953 
Bull : : . . : 310 348 
Buck ; ; ; : : 157 183 
Ram : ‘ . ; : 140 143 
Boar : : : 145 111 
Kentucky Jack : : ‘ 21 24 
Stallion. : ‘ ‘ : 9 6 

Total . , : . 782 815 


One livestock field-day was held in 1952 and two in 1953. The 
condition and quality of stock exhibited on these occasions were very 
satisfactory, especially so in the Belmont area where the stud centre 
has been in operation for 10 years. The number of animals exhibited 
on these occasions were : 

1952 1953 


Belmont : : 200 214 
Rivulet : : — 51 
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Efforts to increase mixed farming are being followed up, but the 
very limited financial resources of the peasants make progress lament- 
ably slow. Fodder grasses are steadily gaining favour, and farmers 
are now fully. aware of the benefits of pen manure, but they still do not 
appreciate that a considerable quantity of manure is necessary and that 
care is needed in its preparation and application. 

Livestock continued to play an important part in the export trade, 
but suffered a severe setback in 1953 when local outbreaks of swine 
fever and an outbreak of foot and mouth disease in Martinique brought 
the inter-island trade in cloven-footed animals to a close. In 1952 the 
total value of these exports amounted to $56,202, of which $23,223 
were for pigs, $13,103 for goats and $10,569 for sheep. In 1953 exports 
of pigs weve worth $2,268, goats $130 and sheep $439. 

For the first time in 1953 finance was available for extensive vaccin- 
ation against swine fever, and the prospects for 1954 are much brighter. 
The likelihood of another outbreak is small and the vaccination 
campaign is continuing vigorously. Since it was first reported in 
January, 1953, there have been no further outbreaks of foot and mouth 
disease in the area, and exports to Trinidad, the main importer, are 
due to start early in 1954. 


. 
i! 


FORESTRY 


Supervision and management of renters according to Crown Lands 
Regulations continue to receive priority from the Forestry Division. 
The continued rise in prices of imported lumber increased the demand 
for local lumber, The inaccessibility of the forested lands imposes 
severe limitations on this industry. 

During 19§3' the two Rangers were transferred to the Extension 
Division of, the Department of Agriculture. Their work has been 
divided up dinong the six senior field officers, hence each officer should 
have a better knowledge of conditions in his reduced area. The six 
Forest Guards have been retained. The prosecution of offenders is 
dealt with by the Crown Lands Bailiffs. 

The teak and mahogany nurseries have not done well. The young 
terminal shoots of the mahogany trees are heavily attacked all year 
round by a shoot-boring caterpillar ; this results in extreme prolifer- 
ation of terminal shoots which spoil the trunk and in extreme cases little 
or no growth occurs. Control measures will not be economic. Some 
of the local timbers have done very well though and future efforts will 
be directed on increasing stands of these. 

The great demand for local timber has resulted in a slight increase 
in offences committed but the situation is well in hand. 


FISHERIES 


Little progress was achieved due to lack of trained staff and shortage 
of funds. Mr. R. S. Rack is continuing his investigation into the 
possibilities of canning and smoking fish and is trying to organise the 
fishermen into associations. The possibilities of providing adequate 
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credit facilities to fishermen and the best channels along which to 
direct the funds are being considered. 

The total quantity of fish sold through established fish markets 
amounted to 376,403 Ib. in 1952 and 350,000 Ib. in 1953. These figures 
represent about one-third to one-half of the actual landings as a large 
amount of fish is sold other than through the markets. 

One thousand five hundred and seventy-two gallons of black fish oil 
valued at $2,574 were shipped in 1952, compared with 2,062 gallons 
valued at $2,703 in 1953. Three hundred and forty gallons of sperm 
whale oil valued at $700 were also exported in 1952, compared with 
186 gallons valued at $297 in 1953. Exports of fresh fish in 1952 and 
1953 were 10,868 Ib. and 47,600 Ib. valued at $1,717 and $9,652 
respectively. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 
Primary 

Primary education is provided at the expense partly. of Government 
and partly of. the religious denominations, -for all children from 5 to 
15 years of age. At the beginning of 1952, including the Government 
fee-paying combined infant-junior school, there were 40 primary 
schools (18 Government, 9 Anglican, 11 Methodist, 2 Roman Catholic). 
At the end of 1953 there were 41 primary schools and a Craft Centre 
was added to the Georgetown School. All the schools are co-educa- 
tional, and, but for the exception already mentioned, education is free 
but not compulsory. 

The school enrolment for 1952 was 14,925, and the average attend- 
ance was 10,202. The figures for 1953 were 15, 462 and 10,486. 

At the end of 1952 the pupils in Standard Vi—the highest standard 
—were required to sit for a school leaving certificate examination. 
Ninety-two candidates were successful. 

During 1952-53 provision was made for the schools to be supplied 
with games equipment. Organised competitions in cricket, football 
and netball were arranged. 

The Department has filmstrip projectors and screens, and its collec- 
tion of filmstrips is increasing. Many successful shows have been 
given at different schools. 

At the end of 1953 milk and food yeast biscuits were distributed 
daily at 26 schools. 


Secondary Schools 

The enrolment at the Grammar School was 218 j in 1952 and 239 in 
1953 and at the Girls’ High School 209 and 218 respectively. There 
was an establishment of 11 teachers for each school in 1953. 

In December, 1952, the Grammar School presented 19 boys for the 
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Cambridge School Certificate Examination and 6 boys for the Cam- 
bridge Higher School Certificate Examination. The Girls’ High 
School presented 18 candidates for the School Certificate and 6 candi- 
for the Higher School Certificate. The successes were as 
ollows : 


Boys Girls 
Cambridge School Certificate . ; F . 12 12 
Cambridge Higher School Certificate : i 74 6 


Five candidates took the scholarship and entrance examination to 
the University College of the West Indies held in 1953 and a bursary 
for three years was awarded to the successful candidate. 

The usual games, cricket and football in the case of the boys and 
tennis and netball in the case of the girls, were played. Both schools 
held successful athletic sports meetings. In 1952 the boys attended 
the Windward Islands Inter-Schools Tournament held in Grenada. 
In 1953 for the first time the boys held an aquatic sports meeting. 

Other extra-curricular activities including Scouting, Guiding, Cadet 
Corps, debating, and dramatics were continued with zeal. Interest in 
the Junior Red Cross Link attached to the Girls’ High School was 
well maintained. 


Teacher-Training ° 
In 1952-53 teacher-training centres were conducted in three areas. 


Adult Education 

Evening classes were in operation. One candidate was successful 
in the 1952 Cambridge School Certificate Examination. Eight 
students were submitted as external candidates for the Cambridge 
eles School Certificate Examination which took place in December, 
1953. 

In 1953 four students were selected for training at the Metropolitan 
Vocational School in Puerto Rico and one student who had completed 
a course returned. 

The Handicraft Centres, especially those for straw work, increased 
from five in 1952 to eight at the end of 1953. The sales were higher 
than before, the variety of the articles made was much wider and the 
keenness of those who attended the Centres was gratifying. 


School for Delinquents 
The Department also supervises the Fair Hall Children’s Home for 
juvenile delinquents (see page 35). 


Library Services 

Circulation. During 1952 and 1953, 27,611 books (13,503 fiction 
and 14,108 non-fiction) were issued in the adult lending library ; 
circulation in the juvenile library was 25,591 (fiction 19,225 and non- 
fiction 6,366). The total number of members registered at 31st 
December, 1953, was 2,985 (1,486 adults and 1,499 children). 
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Book Stock. 4,755 books were added to the stock during the 
years under review (adult 2,773, juvenile 1,982). The majority were 
purchased through agents abroad, a small percentage from local 
booksellers and 400 were received as gifts. 

Stock-taking in April, 1953, revealed a loss of over 200 adult books 
and twice as many juvenile. Eight hundred books were withdrawn 
from use as being unfit for circulation and were discarded. Six 
hundred and seven books have been bound while 500 are still awaiting 
binding. Four thousand, five hundred and seventy-four books have 
been distributed among the rural centres. 


Children’s Library. The juvenile section of the library was re-opened 
on 4th July, 1952, with a book stock of 2,509 volumes. 


Rural Development. The progress of the branch libraries has been 
satisfactory. Headquarters now operates through seven different 
points of service as a result of the opening of branch libraries at 
Marriaqua in August, 1952, and at Union Island in the St. Vincent 
Grenadines in December, 1953. 


General. The Eastern Caribbean Regional Library has continued to 
give invaluable help to the St. Vincent library service. All classification 
and cataloguing of non-fiction books have been undertaken by the 
Cataloguing Department of the Regional Library ; the inter-lending 
ance scheme has been very helpful and gifts of books have been very 
welcome. 


HEALTH 


Vital Statistics 
COMPARATIVE TABLE OF POPULATION, BIRTHS AND DEATHS 





INFANT MORTALITY 









Mortality Rate 
per 1,000 Births 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY 





Year . 3 F : ; : ‘ 1950 1951 1952 
Total Births and Stillbirths _. F 2,737 3,037 3,011 
Deaths due to Accidents of Childbirth : 2 4 2 
Rate per 1,000 : : 74 1.3 66 





Infectious Diseases 









1953 





Year . 




















Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 


Dysentery . 1 6 —_ 69 2 57 6 
Influenza 2 | 140 1 101 — | ma. — 
Pneumonia 27 33 6 | na 40 | na. 35 
Enteric Fever 8 127 






Institutions 

There is one general hospital i in Kingstown with accommodation for 
120 patients and three rural cottage hospitals with six beds each at 
Georgetown, Chateaubelair and Bequia. Extensive renovations and 
alterations to the main hospital which are in hand will result in increas- 
ing the number of beds to 134. 

The Tuberculosis Hospital has been removed from Arnos Vale to a 
new site at Montrose and has increased its capacity from 20 to 40 beds. 
Other institutions run by the Department are the Mental Hospital with 
accommodation for 100 patients, the Leper Asylum with 20 patients, 
and a Pauper Home with accommodation for 125 persons. In addition 
the rural districts are served by 19 dispensaries at which district nurses 
are in attendance daily and which are visited by District Medical 
Officers weekly. 

Staff 

In 1953 the establishment of the Medical Department comprised the 
Senior Medical Officer ; a resident surgeon, a physician and a house 
physician in the Colonial Hospital ; seven medical officers in the 
districts ; a matron, 29 nursing staff, 30 student nurses, six dispensers 
and four student dispensers in the various central institutions ; three 
staff nurses and nine district dispensers in the rural cottage hospitals 
and dispensaries ; 19 district midwives (under the supervision of a 
Superintendent Health Nurse), seven of whom have been trained in 
public health nursing ; 10 sanitary inspectors (under the supervision 
of the Sanitary Superintendent), most of whom hold the R.S.I. cer- 
tificate. 

Owing to the shortage of medical officers three medical districts, 
Chateaubelair (District II North), Georgetown (District V) and the 
Grenadines (District VI) were without resident medical officers during 
most of this period. 











fu ‘ae 


SOCIAL SERVICES 25 
HOUSING 


A complete survey of the housing situation in St. Vincent was 
carried out by the Health Department during 1940-42, and a report 
was published in January, 1943. Both in urban and in rural areas a 
large percentage of the population was found to be living in over- 
crowded and sub-standard housing. There has been considerable 
change since then, although there are still many houses with rooms 
below the minimum standard of 72 square feet, houses unfit for human 
habitation and many over-built areas. 

One most important development was the establishment of the 
Central Housing and Planning Authority in October, 1946, as. 
corporate body with independent control over its finances. 

The Authority’s most useful work has been done in rural areas in 
helping agricultural workers to own their homes. By aided self-help 
methods, the Authority has helped to rehouse a greater number of 
families in a shorter period of time and at less cost than would be 
possible if Government had to find the funds to build the houses either 


for sale or rent. 


Village Rehabilitation, Rural Areas 

Where it is desirable to remove a village or to extend and re-develop 
it, several meetings are held with the villagers to discuss the scheme, 
and social surveys are made to determine the number of families and 
general condition of the various types of houses ; sanitary facilities 
are also thoroughly investigated. 

Land is laid out in lots with an average size of 2,400 to 3,750 sq. ft. 
with roads and approaches. Each lot is expected to accommodate a 
house, kitchen and latrine and donkey pen only. A water supply is 
installed and in one instance a public bath. The plots are then offered 
for sale to bona fide villagers at a price they can afford to pay over a 
period of four to five years. 

The Authority establishes a store for building materials. Every 
villager who wishes to move his house or build a new one is allowed to 
buy materials for cash at cost price from the store and is also allowed 
to withdraw materials up to a stated amount in each case, the value of 
which has to be repaid in monthly instalments over a period of years. 
Among the materials he is compelled to take is a precast concrete 
latrine unit which the Authority instals on his plot for the cost of the 
unit. The superstructure over the unit is provided by the householder. 
Rehabilitation is completed over periods ranging from a year upwards 
according to size and circumstances. 

As a result of these methods seven new villages have been established 
in various parts of the island. In each new village it was possible to 
rehouse persons who had been squatters or renters on estates or private 
lands over a period of years. These families no longer have the fear 
of being evicted as every householder is now the sole owner of a free- 


hold property. 
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Urban Slum Clearance 

The problem is to provide houses to meet the minimum public 
health standards and the requirements of the urban building by-laws 
at a rent which people can afford to pay. The Central Housing and 
Planning Authority is considering a slum clearance scheme in the town 
of Kingstown. It is proposed to acquire lands adjoining the town and 
build semi-detached cottages. 


Middle Income Housing Programme 

Within a period of six years the Authority has developed a suburban 
area known as New Montrose which adjoins the town; once an 
arrowroot estate, it was acquired by Government mainly for the 
expansion ‘of Kingstown. In July, 1946, Government conveyed the 
estate to the Authority for development into a middle income housing 
scheme. The Authority made land available on easy terms and laid 
down oiled streets, concrete drains, domestic and street lights and piped 
water supply. There are now approximately 80 modern houses built 
for the most part of stone and concrete blocks at an approximate total 
value of $720,000. To finance the development of this scheme, in 
addition to the amount obtained from sale of land, a loan of $24,000 
was obtained from Government. Of this amount $14,400 has already 
been repaid. 

Types of Houses 

Local timber houses are predominant, due mainly to the fact that 
the householder can construct the entire house for himself. Main- 
tenance charges are not heavy as local lumber is cheap and readily 
available and repairs are done by the owner. 

Soil-cement block houses are being encouraged by the Authority. 
Wherever possible the machine for making them is loaned and tech- 
nical assistance given in the production of the blocks and in the erection 
of the houses. Eleven houses have been privately built from these 
blocks. The Authority has built five experimental houses and is now 
carrying out further experiments to improve the techniques. 

Under experiment for the next housing scheme is the use of “‘tapia”’ 
which is expected to reduce the overall cost of a house. Houses will 
consist of complete timber frames with tapia panels: tapia is earth 
and grass thoroughly mixed and laced between strips of round wood 
nailed to the wooden uprights. The walls will be cement rendered on 
both sides. 

Building with stone and concrete blocks is so far confined to the 
higher and middle income groups. However, in the village rehabilit- 
ation schemes a few such buildings have been erected and have proved 
to be beyond the resources of the householder. Many are waiting to 
be completed owing to lack of funds. 


The provision of housing will continue to be a major problem owing 
to the rapid increase of the population. In some of the new schemes 
which are still under development there is already a demand for house 
lots from young men and women. Further, there are still over 20 
villages to be rehabilitated and land for housing is very hard to find. 
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The search for low-cost building materials continues, especially for 
a cheap roofing material. Galvanised iron and shingles are expensive, 
and asphalt sheeting has not stood up to general climatic conditions. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


Important legislation enacted during 1952 and 1953 included the 
following Ordinances : 
1952 


No. 4. : The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services 
Arbitration Ordinance provides for the constitution of an arbitration 
tribunal for the settlement of disputes in public utility undertakings 
and in public health, hospital and sanitary services. 


No. 5: The Aid to Pioneer Industries Ordinance encourages the 
establishment and development of new industries in the Colony and 
makes provision for the granting of certain relief from customs duty 
and income tax to persons establishing factories if connection with 
such industries and for purposes incidental to or connected with any 
of the foregoing purposes. 

No. 10: The Arbitration Ordinance makes provision for arbitration 
proceedings in the Colony. 

No. 17: The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children 
Ordinance gives effect to certain international Conventions adopted by 
the International Labour Conference, amending earlier Conventions, 
affecting the minimum age for admission of children to industrial 
employment and employment at sea which have not been individually 
ratified by Her Majesty’s Government but which were included in the 
Schedule of the Labour Standards (Non-Metropolitan Territories) 
Convention, 1947, which Her Majesty’s Government has since ratified. 
The Ordinance also modifies the definition of “industrial undertaking” 
as suggested by the Secretary of State so as to prohibit the coaling of 
ships by children by hand which was previously technically permissible. 

No. 20: The Juveniles Ordinance makes provision for the care and 
protection of juveniles, the trial and treatment of juvenile offenders 
and the establishment of juvenile courts and approved schools. 

No. 24: The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) 
Ordinance provides for the notification of accidents and occupational 
diseases occurring to employed persons. 

No. 29: The Hotels Aid Ordinance seeks to encourage the Hotel 
Industry in St. Vincent by granting inter alia certain relief in respect of 
customs duties to persons who construct or equip hotels in the Colony. 

No. 30: The Supreme Court (Amendment) Ordinance provides that 
a Queen’s Counsel in the Colony shall perform none of the functions 
which in England are performed by a solicitor. (In St. Vincent the 
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two branches of''the legal profession are not separate and a barrister 
may perform all and any of the functions of a solicitor). 


No. 33: The Telecommunications Ordinance repeals the Wireless 
Telegraphy Ordinance (Cap. 208) and substitutes legislation of a 
modern nature. 


No. 37 : The Crown Proceedings Ordinance amends the law relating 
to the civil liabilities and rights of the Crown and the law relating to the 
civil liabilities of persons other than the Crown in certain cases in- 
volving the affairs or property of the Crown. 


1953 


No. 1: The Wages Councils Ordinance provides for the establish- 
ment of Wages Councils. 
No. 6: The Liquor Licence (Amendment) Ordinance 
(a) provides for a special class of licence for proprietary clubs ; 
(b) makes other provision for the grant of occasional licences to 
licensed retailers ; 
(c) provides for the grant of occasional licences to persons not already 
licensed subject to conditions ; and 
(d) transfers to the Magistrate the power of the Treasurer as to trans- 
fers of licences and removals in urgent cases. 


No. 10: The Education (Amendment) Ordinance provides that the 
award of the St. Vincent Scholarship may be made biennially rather 
than triennially. 


No. 13: The Magistrates (Amendment) Ordinance makes other and 
better provision for the appointment of additional Magistrates or 
Magistrate for special purposes in the Colony. 


No. 14: The Telecommunications (Amendment) Ordinance enables 
blind persons to be exempted from paying fees for licences in respect 
of wireless receiving sets. 


No. 16: The Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance widens the scope 
of section 41 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 1948 (No. 23 of 1948), so 
as to include within the returns required by that section of all monies 
paid or payable to any person by virtue of any transaction conducted 
by a bank or other person in which such person has a right to demand 
or receive the said money from the bank or other person. The Ordin- 
ance also gives Magistrates power to order the delivery of lists, returns, 
etc., within a prescribed period (and to extend the same) in cases where 
a taxpayer has failed to deliver such lists, returns, etc., in the first 
instance. Appropriate penalties are prescribed for non-compliance 
with the Magistrate’s order. 


No. 17: The-Indictable Offences (Amendment) Ordinance raises the 
age at which the death sentence may be pronounced upon a person 
from 16 to 18 years, and provides that such person must have attained 
that age at the time the offence concerned was committed. The 
Ordinance also removes from the statute book a discrimination against 
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women of immoral character by giving to prostitutes protection from 
procurement thus curing one particular in which the laws.of St. Vincent 
were at variance with the Convention for a Suppression of Traffic in 
Persons. Ss 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 
JUSTICE * phe 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme: Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction,:and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The Colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. Districts I 
and II consist of the islands of St. Vincent and Bequia. -District III 
consists of the islands of Union, Mayreau and Canouan. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Districts I 
and II, the second being the Magistrate of District III, and the third 
being the Additional Magistrate of the Colony. 

The local system of law enforced by the Colony falls under the two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by legis oe etc., and the 
common law of England. 


The Supreme Court 

(a) Original Jurisdiction: The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England, 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided 
for by local legislation. An appeal from this Court lies to the 
West Indian Court of Appeal and thence to the Privy Council 
Committee. 


(b) Summary Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines without 
a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of a legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, in 
which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount or value does 
not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possession 
where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this 
Court lies to the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court 
of Appeal. 

(c) Criminal Jurisdiction : In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours 
and offences committed in the Colony or within three miles of 
any of the shores of the Colony ; and of all treasons, felonies, 
misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried and deter- 
mined in the Court under and by any Imperial Statute now or 
hereafter to be passed for the purpose. ‘ 
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The Magistrates’ Court 

(a) Criminal Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines all 
complaints or informations for summary offences. 

(b) Civil Jurisdiction : The Court determines all actions of contract or 
tort other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed or 
value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account 
or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of contract not 
more than £20 and in the case of actions of tort not more than 
£10 ; for damages for detention of, and/or for the recovery of 
any chattel or thing which is not more than £20 and in cases for 
the recovery of possession where the value does not exceed £20 ; 
and generally in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any 
law expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An 
appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the Supreme Court 
in its appellate jurisdiction. 

: - POLICE 

Organisation and Establishment 

The establishment of the Police Force includes two officers, but for 
the greater part of 1953 the post of Assistant Superintendent remained 
vacant. Diréct control of all branches of the Force was exercised by 
the Superintendent. These branches include Clerical, Criminal 
Investigation Department, Immigration, Special Branch, Process, 
Stores and Armoury, Fire Brigade, Traffic, Licensing, Band, Auxiliary 
Police and Rural Constabulary. 

The authorised establishment and actual strength of the Force on 
31st December, 1953, is compared in the following table with 1951 
and 1952. 


Establishment Strength 

1951 1952 1953 1951 1982 1953 
Superintendent. 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Assistant Superintendent 1 1 1 1 - 
Inspector . : 1(S.M) 1 1 1(S.M) 1 1 
Sub-Inspector : 1 1 1 1 - 1 
Station-Sergeant . : 1 3 3 1 4 3 
Sergeants . ; : 6 5 6 6 5 6 
Corporals_ . : . 10 10 ll 10 10 10 
Lance-Corporals . . 19 19 20 19 19 - 
Constables . : . 71 71 86 71 66 104 


111 112) 1300s 107 126 


An authorised increase of the establishment by one sergeant, one 
corporal, one lance-corporal and 15 constables during 1953 brought 
the total establishment up to that recommended by Brigadier A. S. 
Mavrogordato, O.B.E., after his special inspection of the Force in 
March, 1950, but no account has been taken of the extra duties involved 
since the Police took over Immigration from the Customs Department, 
since the formation of a Police Band, and other commitments. 
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To relieve the strain on manpower caused by the formation of the 
Police Band, an establishment was created for nine Band cadets and 
this strength has been maintained. 

On 30th December, 1953, the rank of lance-corporal was abolished 
and approval was given for an increase of five in the rank of 
corporal and for the extension of the salary scale of constables by two 
increments. 


Health 


The average number of days per man lost through sickness was just 
under three. 


Discipline 
The disciplinary charges brought amounted to one for every three 
members of the Force. In 1949 the ratio was almost the reverse, i.e. 


an average of three perman. There was a remarkable decrease in the 
incidence of charges in the latter half of 1953. 


Recruitment and Training 


The proportionately large intake of recruits both in 1952 and 1953 
were given the usual six months’ training, but the resources of a small 
Force are inadequate to provide full-time instructors and compre- 
hensive instruction in all Police duties which modern conditions require. 
The a of a Central Training School in Barbados is eagerly 
await 


Accommodation 


The accommodation at Headquarters and Central Police Station is 
very cramped. The necessity for keeping the public offices entirely 
separated from the domestic accommodation has become very 
apparent. 

A new police station was completed at Union Island and the stations 
in the Grenadines are now first class. Much remains to be done, how- 
ever, in St. Vincent proper and a priority list has been drawn up. A 
new station is scheduled for Sandy Bay, eight miles north of George- 
town, and in the meantime temporary arrangements have been made 
to accommodate two men in this area which previously rarely saw a 
policeman. 


Traffic Branch 

Until another Department can take over the collection of revenue 
from miscellaneous licences, the staff of this branch is mainly engaged 
in clerical and accounting work instead of on active control of motor 
traffic. There is a steady increase in the number of vehicles registered 
in the Colony but the standard of driving remains poor. A Highway 
Code was produced by the Superintendent and has recently been issued 
by authority of the Legislative Council. 

There were no fatal accidents during 1953 but 36 persons were 
injured in a total of 67 reported accidents, as compared with two killed 
and 26 injured in 51 reported accidents in 1952. The following table 
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shows the numbers of various types of vehicle registered in the Colony 
as at 3lst December, 1953. 


Private Cars. : ‘ : : . 325 
Hire Cars 2 ; : : . ‘ 63 
Trucks. : F ; ; : . 170 
Buses ‘ ; : . 44 
Jeeps and Station Waggons 2 : : 10 
Motor Cycles (solo) 2 8‘ i 57 
Motor Cycles (combination) ; : : 1 
Motor Hearses A ; F , 2 
Tractors . j : . ; é 12 
Trailers. : : ' : ; e- £8 

691 

Transport 


In 1953 one light Bedford pick-up and two Land-Rovers were 
purchased. These, with four motor cycles, four pedal cycles and two 
rowing boats, are all the transport at the disposal of the Police, so that, 
despite the considerable improvement effected in 1953, the Force is 
still largely immobile. 

Immigration 

The Police continue to provide the Immigration Service. The total 
number of immigrants in 1953 was 4,656 and the total number of 
emigrants 4,899. More than one-third of these were carried by air. 
The figures for 1952 are not available. 


Fire Brigade 

There is as yet no full-time Fire Brigade in the Colony and the 
responsibility for maintaining a fire-fighting service rests with the 
Police. The possibilities of forming and financing a small full-time 
Police Fire Brigade were exhaustively investigated but for the present 
there will be no change. 

The Volunteer Fire Brigade, numbering some 30 civilians, has con- 
tinued to give excellent service; attending regular practices and turning 
out at official ceremonies. 


Auxiliary Police 

This Force, with an establishment of 72, is undergoing some re- 
organisation. The strength has fluctuated somewhat during the year 
but is being brought to the maximum number. For administration 
purposes the Volunteer Fire Brigade is being incorporated in this Force 
as a special fire-fighting section. The combined Force will provide a 
very valuable reserve in case of any emergency as the training of both 
sections will be extended to cover operations in both fields. This 
variety should help to maintain interest during the quieter periods. 


Crime 


The incidence of crime continues to be high. In 1953, of a total of. 


4,140 reports investigated by the Police, charges were brought in 2,081 
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cases : 1,466 were still under investigation at the close o the year and 
593 were closed. , 

A total of 2,789 persons were apprehended or summoned ; 67 were 
proceeded against in the higher Courts and 46 convicted ; 2,204 were 
proceeded against in the Magistrates’ Court and 1,765 convicted. 
One thousand, eight hundred and eleven persons all told were found 
guilty, including 160 for crimes against the person, 30 for crimes. 
against property with violence, 506 for crimes against property without 
violence, 68 for traffic offences and 1,046 for minor offences. One 
murder was reported and a conviction secured but the 16 year old 
youth found guilty was ordered to be detained during the Queens’ 
pleasure. Eleven other persons were sentenced to three years imprison- 
ment or over, six for one year and under three, 20 for periods of six 
months and under one year and 280 others for lesser periods. One 
thousand, five hundred and four persons were fined and 461 cautioned 
or otherwise disposed of. 

Twenty probation orders were made in the case of children under 16. 


Coroner 


- During 1953, 30 deaths were investigated by the Police and reports 
forwarded to the Coroner. Eighteen inquests were held. The short- 
age of doctors is reflected in the large number of deaths which have to 
be investigated. 


Police Band 


The Band consists of 12 n.c.o.s and constables (part-time), nine full- 
time Band cadets, and a part-time Bandmaster. With the acquisition 
of several new instruments, the balance of the band has been consider- 
ably improved and its services are in great demand. 


Police Woman 


One police woman was enrolled in 1953. The appointment was 
experimental and she was sworn in as a Rural Constable. She was 
trained with the recruits’ class, and has been uniformed and employed. 
on miscellaneous duties. It is intended to seek approval for the addition 
of one police: woman to the regular Police establishment. 


Radio 
Special test equipment is in production by Pye Radio and it is hoped 
to equip a number of stations for radio communication during 1954. 


PRISONS 


The penal administration of the Colony is supervised by the Super- 
intendent, 21 male officers and two matrons. The senior Prison staff 
was increased by one during 1953. 

In 1952 the Superintendent of Prisons attended Wakefield College, 
England, where he studied modern prison administration. 

- The main prison is in Kingstown, the farm prison is about 14 miles. 
and the female prison at Fort Charlotte about 2 miles from the city. 
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of six years : 
Persons Convicted Persons on Remand Total 
Male Female « Male Female 

1948 232 37 111 3 383 
1949 219 27 119 2 367 
1950 266 38 149 4 457 
1951 272 33 134 4 443 
1952 258 28 150 6 442 
1953 281 37 165 4 487 


The daily average prison population was 114.58 in 1952 and 124.46 
in 1953. The latter shows an increase of 9.88 on the previous 
year, and represents a ratio of 1.70 per thousand of the Colony’s 
population. 

Discipline in the prison has been greatly improved within the last 
four years. This is due entirely to the application of modern methods. 
Recreation, including indoor and outdoor games, the facilities offered 
by the prison library, a school programme, religious education and 
other social activities are some of the items that make for the mental, 
spiritual and physical improvement of the prisoners. 

The health of the prisoners was good, the average number of persons 
on the daily sick list was 4.48 in 1952 and 4.21 in 1953. Twenty-one 
prisoners were sent to hospital in 1952 and 19 in 1953. The prisoners’ 
diet is simple but balanced. 

The Prison Farm, Ottley Hall, absorbs over 50 per cent of the prison 
labour. The main occupations on the farm are the cultivation of 
cotton and vegetables, dairy farming, stone quarrying and mechanical 
stone crushing. There is also a coconut coir industry. Prisoners 
living on the farm are given plots of land to work in their spare time . 
and are helped with expert advice. 

Carpentry, shoemaking, tailoring, baking and concrete-block making 
are carried on at the main prison. Handicraft is also done, especially 
by female prisoners and young offenders. 

Prison industries are financed from Colony funds and the revenue 
is paid into the Treasury. The actual revenue over the last six years 
is as follows : 

Actual Revenue 


$ 
1948. . ‘ P : 17,142 
1949, . ; P F 19,002 
1950. . ‘ : ‘ 21,275 
1951. : : F : 25,136 
1952. : : ; ; 32,666 
1953 35,659 


The classification of prisoners continues. Prisoners can earn a 
small sum of money for their work. 

The award of extra-mural punishment by the Courts has been 
effective in reducing the number of people committed to prison. 
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Remission of one-fourth is given on all sentences in excess of one 
month. A prisoner may forfeit part or all his remission for breach of 
prison regulations. 

A home for juvenile delinquents, the Fair Hall Children’s Home, 
was opened in December, 1953. It is under the supervision of the 
Education Department and is intended to house 32 boys who, having 
appeared before the Juvenile Courts, are selected for admission by a 
panel of assessors. 

The Prison Visiting Committee show a keen interest in the welfare 
of the prisoners. 

There is no full-time After-Care Officer. The Superintendent of 
Prisons undertakes this work. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


ELECTRICITY 


Electric current is supplied by the Colonial Development Corporation 
to Georgetown, Mesopotamia and Kingstown. 

The Cold Storage, which was an ancillary of the Government 
Electricity Department, was taken over by the Colonial Development 
Corporation during the period under review. 


WATER SUPPLIES 


Work on water distribution in the southern area was continued. On 
the Leeward side of the island the system has reached Camden Park, 
Clare Valley and Rilland Hill. On the Windward side it has reached 
Harmony Hall, Glamorgan, Belmont and Stubbs. Public stand-pipes 
have been erected at strategic spots along the roads. Extension of 
the Troumaca water supply is now complete and more private con- 
sumers have been connected to the mains. A new source of water is 
being explored with the hope of supplying water to the Buccament 
area. In 1953 a small water storage tank was built at Overland 
Village in the North Windward district. 


PUBLIC WORKS 


In addition to the projects undertaken with Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds the Public Works Department carried out the full 
maintenance of roads, river banks and buildings, and constructed new 
buildings from local funds. 

Buildings 

The administrative building, operating theatre and the service block 
for the female ward were completed at the Colonial Hospital. Con- 
struction of a new kitchen at the hospital and a laundry near 
the Nurses’ Hostel at Montrose was commenced in 1953. The Tuber- 
culosis Hospital was removed from Arnos Vale to Montrose, and a 
matron’s house, a laundry and kitchen were built. 
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Major repairs were done to the Grammar School and the laboratory 
was renovated. The basement of the Troumaca school was enclosed. 
The Barrouallie school, which is of the open type, was made secure 
against unauthorised entry. A new police station at Ashton, Union 
Island, was completed. 

The Public Works Department undertook the construction of the 
new vegetable market for the Kingstown Board. This building, of 
prefabricated steel frame, occupies a block between Bay Street and 
Middle Street and is the first of its kind erected in the Colony. A road 
depot of “‘landcrete” blocks was built at Colonarie. 

Equipment 

The use of a bulldozer and grader have increased the speed and 
lessened the cost of road construction and cutting of embankments. 
A lathe arrived during 1953 and was installed at the Machine Shop 
at Arnos Vale. The public is taking advantage of its presence and 
saben jobs which formerly had to be sent abroad can now be performed 

ly. 


Chapter 11: Communications 
SHIPPING 


There has not yet been a full-scale resumption of the regular steamship 
passenger and cargo services to and from the Colony. Occasional 
cargo calls, however, continued to be made by vessels of the Canadian 
National and Alcoa Steamship Lines. These offer limited passenger 
accommodation, which is supplemented by periodic visits from ships 
of other lines both northbound and southbound. In addition north- 
bound and southbound calls are made throughout the year by smaller 
motor vessels operating between Barbados, the Windward Islands and 
the Netherlands West Indies. 


AIR 


The St. Vincent Government Air Service, operated with Grumman 
amphibian aircraft chartered from British Guiana Airways, connects 
St. Vincent with Trinidad, Barbados, St. Lucia, Grenada, Dominica 
and Martinique. 


ROADS 


Reconstruction of the Leeward highway progressed and a distance 
of four miles of oiled road was completed during these two years. 
The earth road from Kingstown to Bois Wood, the Dorsetshire Hill 
road and the Dasent Cottage road leading to the Tuberculosis Hospital 
were oiled a distance of about a quarter-mile each. On certain parts 
of the Leeward highway blind corners that constituted a danger to 
traffic were widened. A track was widened at Palmyra to allow 
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haulage of arrowroot to the new co-operative factory there. In 
addition to the reconditioning of 28 miles of produce feeder roads 
which was financed from Colonial Development and Welfare funds 
(see page 7), 14 miles of feeder roads were repaired or recon- 
structed, especially where extensive banana cultivation has begun. A 
reinforced concrete bridge was built to replace the old wooden bridge 
at Greggs. A wooden bridge was constructed at Hermitage. 

The number of vehicles in the Colony is given on page 32. 


POSTS 


There are 11 postal money order offices and 16 small district post 
offices for sale of stamps and distribution and receipt of registered and 
ordinary letters. 

There is no postal telegraph service : all telegrams are sent through 
Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Limited which operates a branch in 
the Colony. 

During 1953 a total of 949,079 postal articles were dealt with com- 
pared with 920,630 in 1952. 

Import duty collected by the General Post Office in 1953 amounted 
to $54,174 as against $39,424 in 1952. 

Stamp sales in 1953 totalled $72,818. 


TELEPHONES 


The Telephone Service, formerly a branch of the Electricity Depart- 
ment, is now a sub-department of the Public Works Department. In 
view of the condition of the present plant new subscribers are not 
accepted except in the case of grave urgency. Reconstruction of the 
whole system is still under consideration. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 
The Vincentian is the only local newspaper and is published weekly. 


BROADCASTING 


Plans are on foot to establish a broadcasting service in the Windward 
Islands. 

Broadcasting was begun on an amateur basis in the Colony during 
1953. Broadcasts at first took the form of lectures and discussions on 
topics of general interest. More recently they have included musical 
items, quiz programmes, interviews and items of news. 
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FILMS 


There are two commercial cinemas. The films are imported from 
the United Kingdom and the United States of America. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


Arrangements are being made to appoint a Public Relations Officer. 
During the years under review a small amount of information work 
was carried out by the Labour Commissioner. A bulletin entitled 
“‘Challenge’’, published weekly, kept the public informed about the 
policies, actions and achievements of the Government. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


Tue island of St. Vincent is situated in the Caribbean Sea, between 
longitudes 61° 7’ and 61° 17’ west and latitudes 13° 7’ and 13° 23’ north. 
Its total area, including its Grenadines dependencies, is about 150 
square miles. 

The main island is about 133 square miles in area, with a maximum 
length of 18 miles and width of 11 miles. It is roughly elliptical in 
shape, with its long axis approximately north-south. A backbone of 
thickly wooded mountains extending along the main axis divides the 
island into Windward and Leeward districts. The topography is very 
broken, and numerous spurs run down in irregular ridges from the 
axial range to the sea. 

The populations of the main districts are as follows : 


Kingstown and suburbs ; : . 14,766 
Calliaqua . F . : : 9,065 
Georgetown , : ; ‘ : 5,550 
Marriaqua ‘ ‘ 3 : . 5,214 
Colonarie . . : . : : 4,829 
Chateaubelair : : , ‘ 4,634 
Layou ? , ‘ : : ‘ 4,152 
Barrouallie : 3,265 


(These figures are taken eon the 1946 census). 


The climate is healthy. There are two seasons : the dry season 
usually extending from January to April, and the wet season from May 
to December. During the period December to April the weather is 
cooler and more pleasant. 

The annual range of temperature usually varies from 67°F. to 89°F. 
with a maximum seldom over 92°F. in the shade. 

The rainfall at the Botanic Station, where records have been kept 
for the longest period, was 82.69 inches in 1952. This was 21.38 
inches less than the total fall for 1951, and 17.92 inches less than the 
58 years’ average of 100.61 for the period 1894-1951. The total rain- 
fall for 1953 was 104.99 inches. 

The highest reading of the barometer for 1952 was 30.045 inches 
recorded on 9th January and 19th March and for 1953 30.092 
inches recorded on 22nd February. The lowest was 29.790 inches 
recorded on 19th November, 1952, and 29.793 inches recorded on 
3rd September, 1953. 

At the Kingstown Station the mean monthly temperature for 1952 
and 1953 was 80.7°F. 

Earthquake shocks were recorded on 24th August, 1952, and 9th 
and 19th March, 1953. 
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Chapter 2: History 


St. Vincent was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January, 1498, and named it after the 
Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed away, 
leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second decade of 
the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure origin survived. 
The most interesting remains of this primitive people are the stone 
axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the Kingstown Library, 
and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar engravings, which 
are to be found in different parts of the island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King Charles I 
to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. The French 
also had claims on the island, holding that it was included in the grant 
made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc in 1626. They were 
however content not to press their claims so long as the island was not 
formally occupied by the British. Small numbers of adventurers of 
both countries risked settling among the Caribs : the French were the 
more numerous and the more successful at winning Carib friendship. 
Settlements were made along the Leeward Coast in places which still 
bear French names, and it was the French who first settled where the 
capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and English 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 

Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived to 
make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged themselves 
subjects of the King of England. In order to strengthen his claim 
under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian islands (St. 
Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in his Governor’s 
commission in 1672. 

In 1675 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the Grena- 
dines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried with the 
local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known as the 
Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or Yellow 
Caribs. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton ; and St. 
Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 

Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, it 
was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. But 
European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
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beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their land 
to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to subdue 
them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major objects of 
the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 17th February, 
1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sovereignty without 
reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance and ceded a 
large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but they retained a large 
measure of self-government and the districts they kept were secured in 
perpetuity to them and their posterity. 

During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was captured 
by the French in June, 1779 ; but the island was restored to the 
British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke out 
again between England and France ; and in March, 1795, aided by the 
French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor Hugues, the 
representative of the National Convention in Guadeloupe, the Caribs 
broke out from their reservations and for a time threatened to master 
the whole island. Early in the fighting their leader Chatoyer was 
killed in single combat with Major Alexander Leith, but this had little 
effect on the course of the war. Three regiments had arrived in 
September, 1795, but it was not until June, 1796, when Sir Ralph 
Abercromby came with further reinforcements, that the Caribs were 
finally subdued. The majority of the Caribs on surrendering were 
deported to the island of Roatan in the Bay of Honduras. 

After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters to 
convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land instead of 
by sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satisfactory road 
between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and Kingstown, and 
constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 250 feet long. 
But the planters were in difficulties ; their properties had been ravaged 
in the disturbances and they were in debt. And in 1812 Soufriere 
“‘ erupted with such force as to blow away its summit and devastate the 
greater part of the island”. Most of the coffee and cocoa trees were 
destroyed and the sugar crop ruined. 

In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the eco- 
nomic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished in 
1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to the 
masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves were 
liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the production of 
sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to work for low 
wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent and to acquire 
lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John 
Campbell, wrote about them : “As a general rule they possess, beyond 
all reasonable question, most of the essential elements of progress, and 
in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence and quickness of per- 
ception sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to better their condition.” 

Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the estates, 
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and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived for the same 
purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians are now well 
respected members of the island community. 

In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar fell and 
a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the century. 
Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great calamity in the 
hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people and damaged many 
buildings. This was followed four years later by a disastrous volcanic 
eruption, which devastated the northern part of the island. These 
disasters shook the morale of the people, who for some time after 
seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic attitude. 

At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to ameliorate 
the condition of the people by the introduction of a peasant land 
settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agricultural school was 
established, which functioned for twelve years. In 1903 Sir Daniel 
Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies, introduced 
the growing of Sea Island cotton. But the most profitable product 
of the Colony is arrowroot, which was introduced after 1834. 

Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely responsible 
for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and aco-educational 
secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. But unfortun- 
ately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera in 1854 led to 
the closing of the secondary school and most of the primary schools 
in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary and secondary edu- 
cation were established on a sound basis and a resident inspector of 
schools was appointed. In 1922 Government decided to award 
biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at any university in the 
British Empire. 

Much has changed in the last fifty years ; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid and 
the assistance given under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act, 
which has already brought improvements, inter alia, in agriculture, 
sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. 

The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administratiou 
of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also passed 
in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and partly 
nominated Boards with an elected majority. 


Chapter 3: Administration 
CONSTITUTION 


The Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. 
In 1867 the constitution was found no longer suited to the altered 
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circumstances of the Colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
was created, composed of 12 members—3 ex officio, 3 nominated by 
the Crown and 6 elected by the people. 

This constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the local 
Legislature, and until December, 1924, the Legislative Council con- 
sisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed by 
the Crown. 

By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by an Order 
in Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative Council 
was constituted, consisting of the Governor, 3 ex officio members, 
1 nominated official member, 1 nominated unofficial member and 
3 elected members. The island was divided into three electoral 
districts, each returning one elected member. It was provided that 
an election should take place every three years, and elections under 
this constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 1931. 

A new Legislative Council for the Colony of St. Vincent was con- 
stituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th October, 
1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 3 elected and 
1 nominated to 5 elected and 3 nominated members, while the official 
membership was reduced to two in number. The Colony was divided 
into five electoral districts, the Grenadines for the first time being 
constituted a district. 

A new constitution was given to the Colony by Order in Council 
dated Ist August, 1951. This provided for a Legislative Council 
consisting of the Administrator, two ex officio members, three nomin- 
ated members and eight elected members. The boundaries of the 
electoral districts were re-defined, as closely as possible, on a popula- 
tion basis. This increased representation, allowing for a clear 
unofficial majority, was accompanied by a grant of the franchise to all 
persons attaining the age of 21 years. The first elections under this 
constitution took place on 15th October, 1951. 

There is an Executive Council consisting of two or, if the Governor 
is present in the Executive Council, three ex officio members, one 
member, being a person holding a public office in the island, styled the 
official member and one member, being a nominated member of the 
Legislative Council, styled the nominated member, both of whom are 
appointed by the Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal of the 
Island, and three members, being elected by the Legislative Council 
from among its elected members, and styled the elected members. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in Part II, Chapter 9. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 

Government employees at the end of 1952 numbered 1,125, exclud- 
ing daily paid workers and casual employees. 
oa courses for junior clerical officers were held in 1952 and 
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Local Government 
Town Boards exist in Kingstown, the capital, and in Georgetown, 


Calliaqua, Layou, Barrouallie and Chateaubelair and in Port Elizabeth 
on the island of Bequia. 


Kingstown Board. The Kingstown Board is a body corporate con- 
sisting of eight persons, all of whom are elected members. The term 
of office is limited to two years, but members are eligible for re-election. 


Local Authorities. The Local Government Ordinance of 1951 pro- 
vides for the division of the Colony into urban and village districts. 
The Governor in Council is empowered to define village districts by 
order from time to time. The local authorities of the small towns are 
called Town Boards and of village districts, Village Councils. Electors 
and candidates for election to local authorities must be British sub- 
jects, of full age, able to read and write the English language, and 
resident in the district in which they vote or seek election. 

Each local authority consists of six persons, at least four of whom 
are elected. The members select one of their number to be chairman. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


British imperial standard weights and measures are in use in the 
Colony and the Police act as inspectors of weights and measures. 


Chapter 5: ReadingList 


Admiralty Charts, No. 791, 1908 ; No. 501, 1932. 

ANDERSON, R. M. (editor). The St. Vincent Handbook. Sth edition. 
Kingstown, ‘‘Vincentian” Office, 1938. 

ANDERSON, R. M. (editor). | Notes and Reflections on St. Vincent, 
with chronology from 1498-1930. Kingstown, 1930. 

Annual Register. Vol. 16, 1773. (pages 83-92). 

Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Charibbs and the 
sale of lands in the island of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 1773. 

BRISBANE, SIR CHARLES. Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, 
Governor of St. Vincent, to the House of Assembly of that colony 
.. . enclosing certain bills for meliorating the condition of, and for 
emancipating the slave population of the colony. 1826. 
Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B., Governor of 
St. Vincent to the House of Assembly of that colony enclosing 
Lord Bathurst’s despatch of the 9th July, with the joint reply 
of the Council and Assembly ; and a letter depicting alarm and 
danger excited by the insurrection in Demerara. 1823. 

a. as ALAN. History of the British West Indies. Allen & Unwin, 
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EarLe, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines. 
Kingstown, 1924. 

HicHaM, C. S. S. The development of the Leeward Islands under the 
Restoration, 1660-1688. Cambridge University Press, 1921. 
Musarave, T. B. C. Historical sketch of the colony of St. Vincent. 

Kingstown, 1891. ; 

PARES, RICHARD. War and Trade in the West Indies, 1739-1763. 
Oxford University Press, 1936. 

Racatz, L. J. The fall of the Planter Class in the British Caribbean, 
1763-1833. New York, Century Publishers, 1928. 

SHEPHARD, CHARLES. An Historical Sketch of the island of St. Vincent. 
London, Nicol, 1831. 

URING, NATHANIEL. A relation of the late intended settlement of the 
islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent in America ; in right of the 
Duke of Montagu and under His Grace’s direction and orders in 
the year 1722. London, J. Peele, 1725. 

YOUNG, SiR W. Account of the black Charaibs in the island of St. 
Vincent, with the Charaib treaty of 1779 (sic 1773) and other 
Hs baad documents compiled from the papers of the late Sir W. Y. 
1795. 


The following is a list of the main reports and memoranda published 
in the Colony. A separate list of Government publications available 
for sale to the public is given at Appendix VII. 

AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Credit 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 

Report on an Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of the 
Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 

Report on Agricultural Credit Societies, St. Vincent, by A. L. JOLLy, 
Lecturer in Economics, Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, 
Trinidad. 

Agricultural Policy 

Memorandum on an Agricultural Policy for St. Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Development Board and adopted 
by the Legislative Council, 1946). | 

Agricultural Staff 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 

Land Settlement 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 

Livestock Policy 

Memorandum (1949), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (M. A. G. 
HANSCHELL). 
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Marketing of Local Produce 
Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. RoBINson). 


Processing 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
RoBINSON), on Arrowroot Research. 

Report, by A. R. WILLIAMSON, on the Organisation, Technique and 
Equipment of the Arrowroot Industry in Saint Vincent, together 
with recommendations for its future. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Co-operative Factories. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), 0” Government Cotton Ginneries. 

Report, by P. W. BRIGGS, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward and 
Windward Islands and Barbados—\8th March-17th September. 


Soil Conservation 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


CENSUS 


Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the Saint 
Vincent Census Officer (R. N. JAcK, Labour Commissioner). 
Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the Saint Vincent 

Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Report (1944) of Committee, under the chairmanship of K. W. BLACK- 
BURNE, Administrative Secretary to the Comptroller for Develop- 
ment and Welfare in the West Indies, on questions of staffing of 
Government Departments and of Salaries of Civil Servants in Saint 
Vincent. 

Report (1948), of Committee on revision of salaries of Government 
employees, and o.f wages of Government labourers. 

Civil Service List, 1949 (Revised as at Ist July, 1949). 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. BEARD, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improvements. 

Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean 
Area, held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in Barbados in July, 1947. 

Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public Works 
(G. A. GRANT), on a Ten-Year Road Construction Scheme for 
Saint Vincent. 
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DEVELOPMENT 


A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited by 
BERNARD GiBBS, Government Secretary, under the direction of 
R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of Saint Vincent. 


ECONOMICS 


Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942, by 
FREDERICK BENHAM, sometime Economic Adviser to the Comp- 
troller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, by FREDERICK 
BENHAM. 
EDUCATION 


Memorandum (1943), by S. A. HAMMOND, Educational Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies, on 
Education in St. Vincent. 


Memorandum (1946) on Suggestions for a School-Building Programme, 
by the Education Officer (J. W. Forrest). 


FISHING INDUSTRY 


Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent and the 
St. Vincent Grenadines, by H. H. Brown, Director of Fishery 
Investigations in the British West Indies. 


FORESTRY 


Report (1944) on Forestry in St. Vincent, by the Conservator of Forests, 
Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. S. BEARD, 
Assistant Conservator. 


GEOLOGY 


A Geological Investigation at the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
A. ae Geologist attached to the British Union Oil Co. Ltd., 
Barbados. 


The Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines, by 
KENNETH W. EARLE. 


HEALTH 


Proposals for a Policy for the Medical Department, St. Vincent, 
particularly in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the 
Senior Medical Officer (W. L. Wess). 


Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by L. J. CHARLES, 
Malariologist, Leeward—Windward Islands. 
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HOUSING 


Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken 
in St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer 
(W. L. Wess). 


Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 
(1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN, Town Planning Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. 
Vincent (1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES 


Memorandum (1946) on Electricity Supply and proposed Hydro-Electric 
Development in St. Vincent, by GEORGE RopDDAM, Hydraulic and 
Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by GEORGE 
RODDAM. . 

Report, by C. J. Kern, General Superintendent of Plant, Trinidad 
Consolidated Telephones, Ltd., on survey of the Saint Vincent 
Telephone System, carried out 16th-30th March, 1945. 

Report (May, 1946), by PREECE, CARDEW and RIDER, Consulting 
Engineers to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, on the Saint 
Vincent Telephone System. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands, by T. S. 
SIMEY, sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by D. IBBERSON, Social Welfare 
Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies. 


UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable, if in print, from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


British Dependencies in the Caribbean and North Atlantic, 1939-1952. 
Cmd. 8575, 1952. 
Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 


Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, \\th September to 19th September, 1947. 
Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 9d. Part II : Proceedings. 
Colonial No. 218, 1948. 

Report of the British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Committee, 
1948-49. Colonial No. 255, 1950. 
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Report of the Commission on the Unification of the Public Services in the 
British Caribbean Area. Colonial No. 254, 1950. 

Report of the Commission on the Establishment of a Customs Union in 
the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. Colonial No. 268, 1951. 

Report by the Conference on West Indian Federation held in London in 
April, 1953. Cmd. 8837, 1953. 

The Plan for a British Caribbean Federation, agreed by the Conference 
ree Indian Federation, London, April, 1953. Cmd. 8895, 

West ee Royal Commission Report. Cmd. 6607, 1945. Cut of 
print. 

Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 


1940-42. Colonial No. 184, 1943. 
1943-44. Colonial No. 189, 1945. Out of print. 
1945-46. Colonial No. 212, 1947. 

1947-49. Colonial No. 264, 1950. 

1950 Colonial No. 269, 1951. 

1951 Colonial No. 282, 1952. 

1952 Colonial No. 291, 1953. 

1953 Colonial No. 310, 1954. 


Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. Out of print. 

West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Forestry and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. ENGLEDOW. Cmd. 
6608, 1945 

Report on Production of Fish in the Colonial Empire, by Dr. C. F. 
HICKLING. Colonial No. 300, 1954. 

An Economic Survey of the Colonial Territories, 1951. Vol. IV : The 
id Indian and American Territories. Colonial No. 281-4, 
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Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1944. 
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APPENDIX III 
CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 


Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 
Boots and Shoes (where 

outer part of uppers is 
made of leather or 
leather and elastic) 
Boots and Shoes (other 
kinds) 
Bread, _ biscuits, 
sweetened 
Bread, other kinds 


etc. un- 


Butter 
Butter substitutes 
Cement 


Cheese 
Cotton piece-goods (value 
60 cents and under per 


yard) 
Cotton piece-goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 
Fish, dried 


Flour, wheaten 
Hardware, all kinds 


Hosiery, cotton 


Hosiery, artificial silk over 
14 cents per pair in 


value 
Hosiery, silk (natural) 


Kerosene 

Machinery, agricultural, 
electrical, marine, water 
and sewerage and 
industrial 


Preferential 
Tariff 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 


15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1.28 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent ad 

valorem 
$2.75 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
12 cents per 

100 Ib. 

$2.50 per 100 lb. 
10 per cent ad 

valorem 


12} per cent ad 
valorem 
Free 


$1 per 196 Ib. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


16 per cent ad 
valorem 


30 per cent ad 
valorem 


6 cents per gallon 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 
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General 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad 

valorem 
25 per cent ad 
valorem and 72 
cents per pair 


22 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
$2 per 100 Ib. 
18 cents per 
100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 


18? per cent ad 


valorem 
5 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1.50 per 196 lb. 
25 per cent ad 
valorem 
25 per cent 
valorem and 12 
cents per pair 
25 per cent ad 
valorem and 14 
cents per pair 
40 per cent ad 


valorem and 18 
cents per pair 

6 cents per gallon 
15 per cent ad 


valorem 
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Preferential General 
Articles Tariff Tariff 
Manures Free Free 
Meats, beef and pork $1 per 100 Ib. $1.50 per 100 Ib. 
Metals 15 per cent ad 224 per cent ad 
valorem valorem 
Milk, agai or pre- $1 per 100 Ib. $2 per 100 Ib. 
servi 
Milk, other kinds $1.50 per 100 lb. = $2.50 per 100 Ib. 
Motor cars and trucks 20 per cent ad 30 per cent ad 
valorem valorem 
Motor-car parts 20 per cent ad 30 per cent ad 
valorem valorem 
Motor-car tyres and tubes 20 per cent ad 30 per cent ad 
valorem valorem 
Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 60 cents per gallon 72 cents per gallon 
similar oils, cotton seed, 
soya bean, etc. 
-Oils : Lubricating 24 cents per gallon 35 cents per gallon 
Paints 30 cents per gallon 36 cents per gallon 
Other 20 cents per gallon 30 cents per gallon 
Motor Spirit, etc. 24 cents per gallon 40 cents per gallon 
Rice 30 cents per 1001b. 50 cents per 100 Ib. 
Soap, fancy 15 per cent ad 22 per cent ad 
valorem valorem 
Soap, common 10 per cent ad 15 per cent ad 
valorem valorem 
Sugar, refined $3 per 100 Ib. $3.80 per 100 Ib. 
Sugar, unrefined $1.50 per 100 Ib. $2.25 per 100 lb. 
Tobacco, manufactured— $4 per Ib. $5 per Ib. 
cigars and cigarettes 
Tobacco, ‘snuffs and other $4 per Ib. $4.80 per Ib. 
manufactured tobacco 
Tobacco, unmanufactured, 50 cents per lb. 50 cents per Ib. 
leaf-black 
Tobacco, leaf, other kinds _— $2 per Ib. $2 per Ib. 
Wood, lumber $2 per 1,000 ft. $3 per 1,000 ft. 


APPENDIX IV 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE 


On every dollar or part thereof 


For the first $500 
On the next £500 
en ee $500 
ee $500 
soo” $500 
so on $500 
a er $500 
oe ae $500 
er) $500 
” ” ” $500 
er eer $2,500 
» oo» $2,500 
oo on $2,500 


” $2,500 
» » remainder of the 
chargeable income 


3 cents 

4 cents 

7 cents 

9 cents 
12 cents 
16 cents 
20 cents 
25 cents 
30 cents 
35 cents 
40 cents 
45 cents 
50 cents 
65 cents 


78 cents 


Companies : 30 cents on every dollar of the chargeable income. 
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APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


Admission to act as a barrister 

Admission to act as a solicitor 

Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof 

Agreement under hand, when the subject-matter i is of the 
value of £5 and not exceeding £25 . ; : 

For each additional £25 or part thereof ‘ 
Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
estate when such purchase or cooing is to be 

carried out by subsequent deed ; : 

Agreements not otherwise charged for . 

Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value of 
£10 


Assignment of property where the value does not exceed 
£50 


For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Bank cheques. 
Bills an exchange and promissory notes up to three days 
sight i 
Bills of entry for goods imported ‘through Post Office . 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes—other kinds— 
not exceeding £1 . 
Exceeding £1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100 _ _—.. 
For cath additional £25 or pare thereof exceeding £100 
Bills of lading 
Bills of health . ‘ 
Bills of sale absolute . : 
Bills of sale by way of security 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £100 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond . 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not specified 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when the 
amount or value does not exceed £10 . 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Certificates : 
Of admission to practice as notary 
Of landing of goods : 
Of naturalisation 
Of birth, marriage or death 
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Customs ships’ manifests. 
Customs bills of entry inwards. 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing 
Shipping bill : 
Legacies : 
Bib a the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed 
£1 : 


For every additional £50 or part thereof 
Licence for marriage . 
Mortgage of real pope for every £100 or fractional 
part. : 
Release of mortgage : 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note 
Policy of Insurance—Life : 
For every £100 or part of amount insured 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc. : 
For every payment by way of indemnity 
Power of attorney or substitution . 
Protest of any bill of exchange 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and upwards 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed £50 
Exceeds £50 and does not. exceed £100. : . 
For every additional £100 or fractional part . ‘ 
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APPENDIX VII 
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


Published Price 
Title of Publication or Subscription 
Rate 
Plan of Development, 1946-56 : : : $7.20 
Administration Reports, 1947-1950 : _— 
Ordinances, 1950, 1951, 1952 . : $1.20 
Regulations, Orders in Council, etc., 1950, 1951, 
1952 (Bound copy) . Q 60 cents. 


Report on Vital Statistics, 1950 and 1951 : — 

Minutes of Legislative Council (2 vols.), 1949-1953 — 

Government Gazette : ; ; : . $6.00 per annum, 
24 cents per copy. 


These publications may be purchased from the Crown Agents for 
Oversea Governments and Administrations, 4 Millbank, London, 
S.W.1. 
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Printed in Great Britain under the authority of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 
by Livesey Limited, St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury 
Wt.3315/6661. K.10. 10/54. L.Letd. 





COLONIAL OFFICE 
A Selection of Publications 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES 
1953-1954 


The Annual Report of the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to Parliament on Britain’s dependent territories. 


(Cd. 9169) 6s. By post 6s. 3d. 
COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


The Report and Accounts for 1953 of the central body 
responsible for administering financial aid for commercial 
projects in the Colonial territories. 

(H.C. 148) 2s. By post 2s. 14d. 


COLONIAL RESEARCH 1953-1954 


Reports of the 
Colonial Research Council. 
Colonial Products Research Council. 
Colonial Social Science Research Council. 
Colonial Medical Research Committee. 


Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health, and 
Forestry Research. 


Colonial Insecticides Committee. 
Colonial Economic Research Committee. 
_ Tsetse Fly and Trypanosomiasis Research Committee. 
Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
Director Anti-Locust Research Centre. 
(Cmd. 9303) Ts. 6d. By post 7s. 10d. 


Obtainable from 
HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 
at the addresses shown on cover page 3 
or through any bookseller 
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COLONIAL REPORTS 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


BASUTOLAND GOLD COAST N. RHODESIA 
BECHUANALAND HONG KONG NYASALAND 
PROTECTORATE JAMAICA SARAWAK 
BRITISH GUIANA KENYA SIERRA LEONE 
BR. HONDURAS FED. OF MALAYA SINGAPORE 
BRUNEI MAURITIUS SWAZILAND 
CYPRUS NIGERIA TRINIDAD 
FUI * NORTH BORNEO UGANDA 


BIENNIAL REPORTS 


ADEN *GIBRALTAR *ST, VINCENT 
*BAHAMAS *GILBERT AND SEYCHELLES 
*BARBADOS ELLICE IS. SOLOMON IS. 

BERMUDA *GRENADA *SOMALILAND 
« CAYMAN IS. LEEWARD IS. *TONGA 

DOMINICA NEW HEBRIDES TURKS AND 
*FALKLAND IS. *ST. HELENA CAICOS IS. 
*GAMBIA ST. LUCIA ZANZIBAR 


*These territories will produce a Report for 1952-53 
and the remainder for 1953-54. 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the 
complete series will be accepted by any one of the 
Sales Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at the following 
addresses: t York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 
¢ 423 Oxford Street, London, W.1.; 13a Castle Street; 
Edinburgh, 2; 39 King Street, Manchester, 2; 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3; 1! St. Andrew’s 
Crescent, Cardiff; Tower Lane, Bristol, 1; 80 
Chichester Street, Belfast. 


A deposit of £6 (six pounds) should accompany 
standing orders for the complete series. 


t Post Orders for these Sales Offices should be sent 
to P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.1. 


ORDERS MAY ALSO BE PLACED THROUGH ANY BOOKSELLER 
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PART I 


Review of 1954 and 1955 


Her Roya HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARGARET visited the Colony on Tues- 
day, the 8th February 1955. Arriving in the Royal Yacht Britannia, 
which anchored in Kingstown Harbour at 4 p.m. in brilliant sunshine, 
H.R.H. landed to tumultuous applause from the crowds which thronged 
the entire seashore to pay their respects and catch a glimpse of the 
Royal visitor. The visit so enthusiastically welcomed came all too soon 
to an end when the Princess left the same afternoon just before 6 p.m., 
and was carried by launch to the Royal Yacht, while guns boomed, 
bonfires glowed on surrounding peaks, and the crowds, many of 
whom went into the sea walst-bigh, waved and sang the National 
Anthem. 

Towards the end of 1954 the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
approved in principle proposals for constitutional reform in the Colony 
by the introduction of a ministerial system. The proposals follow the 
lines of the constitutions already in force in the larger Colonies in the 
British West Indies. 

The main feature of development in 1954-5 was the completion of 
the new Central Arrowroot Factory at Belle Vue which began oper- 
ations in November 1955. This factory is situated in a district where 
water and arrowroot abound, and in an area where there are many 
small arrowroot farmers. It was built out of loan funds at a cost of 
approximately $350,000, of which two-thirds represent the cost of 
machinery, and is one instance of Government’s policy to encourage 
and assist the arrowroot industry for the eventual economic benefit of 
the whole Colony. Its construction, which took about 14 months, was 
supervised by an engineer from the German firm that supplied the 
machinery ; the design of this is based for the most part on equip- 
ment used in the production of starches other than arrowroot, with 
certain necessary modifications to cope with the highly fibrous nature 
of the Maranta Arundinacea. Several of the processes applied in the 
new factory are completely revolutionary to the industry. 

The new factory will not affect the existing arrowroot works, for the 
extent of the Island’s arrowroot production will still permit of a fair 
share of work to each of them. It is hoped that hundreds of barrels of 
arrowroot starch, previously lost each year owing to the factories’ 
inability to handle the manufacture when the roots are prime, will now 


be eliminated. 
ABLE 


4 St. Vincent : 1954 and 1955 


The Colony had a surplus in 1954 of $163,925 and in 1955 of 
$14,593, in both cases after taking into account grants-in-aid. 

The staff position of the Agricultural Department remained un- 
changed during 1954 and 1955, all senior posts being filled with the 
exception of the post of Senior Agricultural Instructor, the substantive 
holder of which was seconded to the Banana Growers’ Association. 
Two of the above posts were filled by Instructors who returned to the 
Colony in 1955, after a year’s training at the Eastern Caribbean Farm 
Institute in Trinidad. Two other junior officers are now undergoing a 
similar course at this Institute and were expected back in June 1956. 
Every effort will be made to get the junior staff through the Institute 
in the shortest possible time so that one of the main obstacles of the 
past, lack of adequately trained junior staff, will be overcome. 

The fight against soil erosion continued unabated. The Extension 
Division once again gave priority to this work ; in addition to vegetat- 
ive grass barriers and contour banking, greatly increased use was made 
of contour drainage and contour silt traps, which under St. Vincent 
conditions work admirably. There was more widespread use of fertilisers, 
and it appears that imports of these may be doubled within the next 
two or three years, reaching about 5,000 tons. The Department con- 
tinued to stress the importance of proper breeding, feeding and housing 
of stock. Two more stud centres were erected and opened late in 1955. 

Developmental work on the Leeward Land Settlement Estates con- 
tinued. Several miles of new roads were constructed which have 
rendered feasible the development of the surrounding lands. Progress 
with the banana development project on these Estates has not come up 
to expectations, owing mainly to inability to control Leaf Spot 
(Cercospora) disease in these high rainfall areas by the normal high- 
volume water-based sprays. The contemplated introduction of low- 
volume oil-based spraying may help to overcome this difficulty. 

The acreage planted to Sea Island Cotton continued to decline ; 
the year 1954 was exceptionally bad, especially on the windward coast. 
A Cotton Growers’ Association has been formed, and it is earnestly 
hoped that a revival of interest in this crop will be brought about. 
Yields of most crops were quite satisfactory. In 1954, weather con- 
ditions were not too favourable ;_ torrential and continuous showers 
in-the rainy season caused landslides and widespread erosion. In 1955, 
apart from the aftermath of hurricane “ Janet,” which did extensive 
damage to coastal roads, conditions were far more favourable. 

St. Vincent was represented by Mr. J. A. Baynes, Member of the 
Legislative Council, at the conference on Freedom of Movement, held 
in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, March 1955. The purpose of the Conference 
was to reconsider the question of the control of movement of persons 
between one member territory of the proposed Caribbean Federation 
and another. Its recommendations were unanimously adopted by the 
Legislative Council on 7th April 1955. 

The Eighth Oils and Fats Conference, held in Barbados from the 28th 
June to the 2nd July 1954, recommended inter alia that the price of 
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copra should be £65 10s. per ton f.o.b. for the period of the new Agree- 
ment, which was to be implemented after the expiry of the then existing 
Agreement on 31st August 1955. This new Agreement should be for a 
period of not less than five years. The Conference also recommended 
that under the new Agreement there should be freedom of trade within 
the area. The Ninth Oils and Fats Conference was held from 10th May 
to 13th May 1955, and agreed upon recommendations to Governments 
for the continuance of the Agreement on lines similar to the proposals 
of the Eighth Conference. St. Vincent was represented at these confer- 
ences by Mr. E. A. C. Hughes who was advised by Mr. Cyril Barnard 
and Mr. P. R. Ells, Colonial Treasurer. 

Mr. R. E. Baynes continued to be the St. Vincent representative on 
the Regional Economic Committee during 1954 and 1955. The various 
recommendations of the Committee, submitted from time to time for 
acceptance of the Governments concerned, were all accepted by the 
Government of St. Vincent. 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE SCHEMES 


Agriculture 
The following agricultural schemes were continued during 1954 and 
1955 :— 


586C (a) The Camden Park Experiment Station. 
451 (6) Soil Conservation. 

1796 (c) Cacao Propagation. 

2409 (d) Livestock Development. 

13(e) (e) Black Pepper Trials. 

457 (f) Land Settlement. 

2071 (g) Cotton Pest Control. 

1527 (h) Fisheries Development. 

2063 (i) Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute. . 


The Camden Park Station continued its short term research work on 
local crops, i.e. arrowroot, cotton, peanuts, food crops, fodder crops, 
etc. Livestock development work is also carried on in conjunction with 
district stud stations. Recently the range of investigations has been 
reduced to enable the staff to devote more time to the commercial farm, 
thereby increasing revenue and also reducing the cost of running the 
Station. Detailed reports of the Station’s work can be found in 
the Annual Reports of the Department of Agriculture. 

Good progress was made with the propagation of clonal cacao, soil 
conservation, livestock development and cotton pests control. Much 
has been learnt about black pepper culture under local conditions. In 
the absence of a fishery officer little fundamental work was done, but 
suitable engines have been obtained for fishermen, and steps are being 
taken to procure improved materials for them. 


DOUNYOOUD 
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Under Scheme D. 2063, it was possible each year to send junior 
members of the staff for training at the Eastern Caribbean Farm 
Institute. 


Land Settlement 

Development work on the Leeward Land Settlement Estates 
continued during 1954 and 1955. Main developments included the 
completion of the new roads at Richmond and Wallilabou, and the 
planting of Lacatan bananas in the area thus rendered accessible. 
Colonal cacao will be planted along with the bananas. Despite the high 
incidence of Leaf Spot, these estates remained the largest producers of 
exportable bunches though their lead was being seriously challenged. 

Arrowroot, bananas, copra, peanuts, cotton and cassava were the 
main cash crops. Some 35 acres were planted with clonal cacao which 
should come into production within the next four to five years. The 
attempted plantings of Arabica coffee failed, owing to severe attacks by 
the coffee leaf mmor. Future efforts will be limited to the Robusta 
variety. 

The audited accounts for the years ending June, 1953 and 1954, 
showed net profits of $24,826 and $19,000 respectively. Appropriations 
by the Land Settlement and Development Board from these profits 
were : 


1953 1954 
ne : $ $ 
Debenture Sinking Fund. . : 9,600 4,800 
General Reserve Fund : : : 8,000 _ 
Bonus Payments to Labourers’. é 7,000 9,250 


Bonus payments were made to labourers who had qualified by 
working not less than 100 days per annum on the estates, on the basis 
of 10 per cent of their total earnings during 1952/53. During 1953-54, 
payments were made at the rates of : 


5 per cent for workers of 50—100 days. 

10 per cent for workers of 100—200 days. 

*12 per cent for workers of over 200 days. 
- * Also qualify for one week’s leave at full pay. 


In December 1955, $9,500 was again allocated for bonus payments, 
but the audited accounts have not yet been received. 

In 1955, the Wallilabou Arrowroot Factory was repaired and a 
powerful diesel unit installed to drive the mills instead of the old water- 
wheel. These renovations should lead to greater efficiency, increased 
capacity and an improvement of the grades of starch produced. 


Snagg Estate, Canouan 

This estate has now been turned over to local Government. It is no 
longer worked as an estate but suitable arable portions have been 
rented to peasants on an annual basis. 


(i) Scheme D. 


(ii) 
(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 
(vi) 


(vii) 
(viii) 
ix) 


(x) 


Education 


D. 
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Public Health and Medical Services 
Apart from assistance in the training of personnel, the following 


Colonial Development and Welfare schemes were in operation during 
1954 and 1955 : 


1792, 


. 1282, 
. 2068, 
. 2467, 


2545, 
3440, 


2017, 


. 2166, 


1938, 


Matron, Colonial Hospital. 

Electric Range, etc. for Colonial Hospital. 
X-ray Machine for Colonial Hospital. 
Mobile X-ray for Colonial Hospital. 
Anti-Treponematosis Campaign. 


Vaccination against Whooping Cough 
and Tetanus. 


Peniston Housing Scheme. 
Paul’s Lot Housing Scheme. 


Central Housing and Planning Authority 
and Public Health Engineering Unit 
Staff and Other Charges. 


1427a, Public Health Improvements. 


Financial assistance was received under Scheme D. 1544 for the 
purchase of books and equipment and under Scheme D. 2041A for 
the provision of furniture for infant schools. 

During the period, substantial grants were made to the Colony for 
the training of primary school teachers at Erdiston College, Barbados, 
and for the erection of school buildings. 

Under the scheme for the provision of minor amenities, a grant of 
£50 was given for the purchase of a decorticating machine for the 


handicraft classes. 


Norte: A statement showing expenditure on each scheme in 1954, 


‘is given in Appendix I. 


PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April 1946 showed the population of the Colony to be 
61,647 (27,901 males and 33,746 females). The estimated population at 
the end of 1954 was 75,200 and at the end of 1955, 76,778. 

Racial groups in April 1946 were as follows : 


Black . : : ‘ ; 45,042 
Mixed or Coloured : . ° ; 12,631 
White . ‘ : : F : 1,906 
East Indians . : . : ‘ ‘ 1,817 
Caribs . ; : : : : ; 242 
Syrians . : : d : : : 7 
Not stated . : : : : 2 

Total ‘ ; : 3 61,647 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation in the Colony. The estimated 
numbers of workers in the main industries were as follows : 


Agriculture. : : : : 13,500 
Manufacturing ; : 2,100 
Building and Road Construction . 3,000 
Transport and Communications ; 700 
Trade and Commerce : ; : 1,200 
Hotels and Personal Services. < 2,100 
Public and Other Services , A 1,500 


Employment is largely seasonal: during the crop season from 
November to May, approximately 5,000 persons are employed on the 
24 large estates and approximately 1,200 in factories processing 
agricultural products. During the slack period, from June to October, 
the number of persons employed on the estates is reduced to about 
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3,000 and those in factories to less than 100. There is also under- 
employment throughout the year. The tendency is for employers to 
produce more with less labour, in order to pay higher wages and to face 
competition in the outside world for the crops, which are mainly for 
export. 

In 1955, 43 agricultural workers were recruited under contract for 
work in the United States. None were recruited in 1954. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 
Agricultural Workers 


Men, 98 cents per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 75 cents per day of 8 hours. 


Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.20 per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours. 


Time and a quarter is paid to agricultural and industrial workers 
for time in excess of 8 hours and for work done on public holidays. 
Time and a half is paid for work done on Sundays, Christmas Day, 
Good Friday and the first Monday in August. 


Building and Road Construction 
Building : Men, $1.44 to $4.00 per day of 8 hours. 
Road : Men, $1.20 to $1.50 per day of 8 hours ; 
Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours. 
Transport and Communications 
Men, $9.00 to $12.00 per week (10 hours per day). 


Trade and Commerce 
Men, $8.50 to $10.00 per week and $34.00 to $80.00 per month; 
Women, $7.00 to $8.00 per week and $28.00 to $60.00 per month. 
Hotel and Personal Services 


Women, $8.00 to $12.00 per month with meals and $15.00 to 
$18.00 per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December, 
1955, was 309. The following table shows the figures at the end of each 
month (August 1939==100). 


Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 


1954 298 298 299 301 299 299 297 293 293 293 293 293 


1955 296 296 313 313 313 315 315 314 314 314 309 309 
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The following were the prices of the principal items purchased : 
Unit Average Prices Average Prices 


Item : of as at as at 

: : Quantity 30.6.54 30.6.55 

$c $c’ 
Bread . «wl * oz. 1 1 
Fish, fresh. . < , Ib. 20 20 
Meat. : : ‘i Ib. 48 48 
Milk ‘ z . pt. 5 5 
Sugar (unrefined) ‘ A : Ib. 10 10 

Vegetables. . 7 Ib. 7 . 5$ 
Rice . ‘ 3 ne é Ib. 14 14 
Shirts (working) . ‘ A each 2-64 2:64 
Soap. * 7 : ‘ bar 52 52 
Trousers (denim & khaki) ‘ yd. 1-00 1-00 
Shoes (leather): men. ‘ pr. 9-24 ; 9-24 
women { pr. 6°65 6°65 
Cotton, white F . é yd. 57 57 
Prints . 7 é : j yd. 60 60 
Cigarettes . es : 5 pack 18 18 


Tobacco ‘ : s . oz. 12 12 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Staff and Functions of the Department of Labour 

The staff at the end of December 1955 comprised the Labour 
Commissioner, who was responsible for the administration of the 
Department—one Labour Inspector and two junior clerks. 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review conditions of employment ; to ensure the enforcement of 
labour legislation ; to investigate all representations made by employ- 
ers and workers with a view to settling disputes and improving labour 
relations ; to visit the various places of employment, to study wage- 
rates, hours of work, living conditions and conditions of work in 
factories ; to collect labour statistics, including cost-of-living statistics; 
to advise and assist trade unions in organisation and trade union 
practice ; to advise employers and workers on claims under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance ; to advise Government on 
labour matters, and generally to promote harmonious relations between 
employers and workers. 


Industrial Relations 

There were five registered trade unions: the General Workers’ 
Union, the United Workers’ Union, the Federated Workers’ Union, 
the Teachers’ Union and the Civil Service Union. The first two were 
not very active. 

There were no Joint Industrial Councils. Wages were fixed by Wages 
Councils for agricultural workers, industrial workers, shop assistants 
and domestic servants. 

In January 1954 there was a stoppage of work by the cane cutters on 
the Mount Bentinck Estate. There was dissatisfaction about wages, 
and for some three months the full labour force was never at work at 
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any one time. A number of cane fires occurred during the period and 
about 168 acres of canes were burnt. There was also a stoppage of work 
on the Land Settlement Estate as the result of a dispute about the price 
paid per basket of arrowroot. The price was increased from 25 cents 
per basket to 30 cents per basket and the workers returned to work. 
In January 1955 there was again a stoppage of work by the cane cutters 
at Mount Bentinck. On this occasion the stoppage was due to, first, a 
demand for higher wages, and secondly, a pressure for recognition of 
the Federated Workers’ Union as a bargaining agent. This was the 
fifth year in succession that stoppages of work had occurred on the 
Mount Bentinck Estate. This led to the appointment of two Commiss- 
ions of Inquiry, one in connection with the sugar industry and the 
other in connection with wages generally. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 
The following laws were enacted in 1954 and 1955: 


Ordi 1954 
rdinances 

The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) Ordinance, 
1954, No. 8 of 1954. This corrected certain minor errors which appeared 
in the principal Ordinance No. 24 of 1952. 


The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes (Amendment) Ordinance, 
1954, No. 30 of 1954. This provided for (a) provisionaf registration, 
(b) political fund and (c) majority of members of the Management 
Committee to be workers in the trade or industry concerned. 

The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services Arbit- 
ration (Amendment) Ordinance, 1954, No. 34 of 1954. This provided for 
(a) the Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services Arbit- 
ration Ordinance, No. 4 of 1952, to come into operation by Procla- 
mation, and (6) the main provisions of the Ordinance to be brought 
to the notice of the persons concerned. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

The Agricultural Workers’ (Sugar and Arrowroot) Wages Regulation 
Order, 1954, S.R. & O. No. I of 1954. This provided for minimum 
remuneration to be paid to all daily-paid workers employed in the two 
major industries—sugar and arrowroot. 

The Industrial Workers’ Wages Regulation Order, 1954, S.R. & O. 
No. 2 of 1954. This provided for minimum remuneration to be paid 
to industrial workers, including holidays with pay. 

The Shop Assistants Wages Regulation Order, 1954, S.R. & O. No. 11 
of 1955. This provided for minimum remuneration to be paid to all 
daily-paid workers employed in the cultivation and processing of 
minor crops. 
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The Shops (Hours of Opening) (Amendment) Order, 1954, S.R. & O. 
No. 70 of 1954. This provided for late opening during the month of 
December 1954. 


: 1955 
Ordinances 

The Crown Proceedings Ordinance, No. 37 of 1952, was brought into 
operation by Proclamation on the Ist March 1955 by S.R. & O. No. 10 
of 1955. The objects were, as far as is practicable, to put the Crown for 
the purposes of the law of tort in the same position as a private person 
and to enable the Crown to sue and be sued in the same manner as a 
private person may sue and be sued. 

The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services Arbit- 
ration Ordinance, No. 41 of 1952, was brought into operation by 
Proclamation on the 21st March 1955 by S.R. & O. No. 12 of 1955. 
This provided for arbitration in services scheduled as essential. 

The Factories Ordinance, 1955, No. 5 of 1955. This Ordinance was 
to come into operation by Proclamation. 


INDUSTRIAL TRAINING 
There were no schemes for industrial training. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 











ue Expenditure 
1955 1954 19355 
$ $ $ $ 
Local 2,276,180 2,635,112 2,467,257 2,904, 104 
C.D. & W. 430,510 393,029 378,768 408,780 
Grant in aid 355,003 299,246 _ _ 
Total 3,061,693 3,327,387 | 2,846,025 3,312,884 


There were six main heads of revenue : 
1954 | 1955 


$ $ 
Customs and Excise. ; ; 1,186,820 1,375,409 
Other Duties ; ; 4 5 105,073 180,912 
Licences, etc. : : : ; 36,495 44,568 
Taxes . . : : : : 373,637 412,378 
Fees, etc. . : : : : 195,525 190,338 


Post Office . . : ‘ : 68,398 164,995 
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The following were the main heads of expenditure : 


1954 | 1955. 


$ $ 
Administration . : \ ‘ 114,601 120,292 © 
Agriculture . ; : 85,036 87,903 
Central Road Authority : : 158,278 306,724 
Education . : Z : 334,310 359,287 © 
Medical : : . . ze 409,634 442,542 
Pensions ; F . . j 62,983 80,324 
Police : : . ; : 187,700 185,132 
Prisons : ; : : : 59,509 66,232 
Public Debt . . : : 49,502 37,596 
Public Works Department : ‘ 63,482 73,413 
Public Works Recurrent : d 100,468 112,565 — 
Public Works Extaordinary : ; 85,768 220,581 - 
Treasury : ; ; 91,966 84,254 


PUBLIC DEBT 


The public debt at the 31st December 1954 and 31st December 
1955 totalled $637,875 and $679,853 respectively, including the follow- 
ing local loan issues : 


1954 1955 
$ $ 
Hydro-Electric Loan ; ; 120,000 120,000 
Housing Loan : : : 4,470 ; 
Water Supply Loan . P - 120,000 120,000 
Rural Water Supply Loan . - 115,000 115,000 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Statements of assets and liabilities for 1954 and 1955 are at 
Appendices IIa and IIb. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1954 and 1955 were : 


1954 ry 
$ 
Import Duties : , 3 . 740,782 880,145 
Export Duties . f : . 244,107 264,134 
Excise Duties i ; F . 201,931 231,130 
Licences . : . : i 36,495 45,568 
Income Tax . 5 : : . 322,570 355,534 
Land and House Tax. : : 33,330 36,522 
Estate Duties , q : ; 78,307 150,686 


Stamp Duties . . : : 26,766 ——-:30,226 
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Customs Duties 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced in the 
table at Appendix III, page 62. 


Excise Duties 


Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise a of 14s. 2d. per 
proof gallon; in addition, a trade duty is imposed on locally manu- 
factured rum of 2s. per proof gallon, and on imported spirits be- 
tween 3s. and 6s. per gallon, liquid or proof, according to circumstances. 


Income Tax 


The minimum rate of income tax on individuals is three cents in the 
dollar, and the maximum 65 cents. Companies pay tax at the rate of 
374 cents on every dollar of chargeable income. A schedule of the 
tates of income tax is given at Appendix IV. 

The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1954 and 
1955 was approximately : 


. 1954 1955 
Government Officers. : ‘ 812 863 
General Public : : : 1,100 1,205 
Companies . i ; 38 38 


Income Tax collections totalled $322,570 in the year 1954, and 
$356,000 (estimated) in 1955. 

Legislation was introduced in 1953 to prevent tax evasion by persons 
leaving the Colony. 


Stamp Duties 


The more important stamp duties are described at Appendix V, 
page 65. 


Land and House Tax 

The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the largest 
dependency, is 24 cents per acre. In St. Vincent, on land in excess of 
ten acres, the tax is 48 cents per acre or fractional part. Land tax in 
the Grenadines is as follows : 


(a) in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or fractional part of 


an acre. 

(6) in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 

(c) in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 


(d) in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia—6 cents per 
acre or fractional part of an acre. 


The minimum tax payable is 24 cents in the case of (a) to (c). 
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The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island and 
Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental a follows : 


$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 48 cents per house 
Over $24.00 ,, 5, 5 $28.80 60 4, oss 
29 $28.80 39 39 99 $36.00 80 99 99 99 
» $36.00 ., 5 5 $43.20 96 55 nw. 


» $43.20 ,, 5, 9 $48.00 $1.20) 4, yo. 

99 $48.00 39 33 bby $60.00 $1.60 9 39 2 

yy $60.00 ” 2 ” $72. 00 $2. 40 

3 $72.00 : . at the rate of $24, 00 per cent 


These taxes are payable ‘without penalty between the Ist November 
and 3lst December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total does not exceed 
$2.40, 24 cents where the total does not exceed $4.80, and at the rate of 
8 per cent on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstanding amounts 
are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


The currency notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency Board 
are legal tender. United Kingdom gold, silver and bronze coins were 
current until December 1955, but the Currency Board now issues its 
own coins. The unit of currency is the dollar (B.W.I.), divided into 
100 cents and exchangeable with sterling at the rate $4.80=£1 Sterling. 

The only commercial bank in the Colony is Barclays Bank, D.C.O. 
Interest-bearing deposits were limited to $4,000 in 1954 and $10,000 in 
oe and the rates of interest were 2 and 3 per cent per annum respect- 
ively. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agricultural 
Credit and Loan Bank, Limited, which was established for the purpose 
of assisting peasants with money advances for crop cultivation, and by 
the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank, Limited, formed for general co- 
operative activities and assistance. The rate of interest is 2 per cent in 
the former case and 24 per cent in the latter ; at the 31st December 
1954 the former held $87,130 to the credit of 1,947 depositors, and the 
latter $164,722 on behalf of 5,759 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank limits amounts held on deposit by 
any individual at any one time to $4,800. At the 31st December 1954 
the total to the credit of the 3,732 depositors amounted to $627,744, 
the rate of interest earned being 24 per cent per annum. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 
The main imports and exports are given at Appendix VI. 


Chapter 6: Production 


AGRICULTURE = 


The island’s production is mainly agricultural ; the chief exports are 
atrowroot starch, Sea Island cotton, copra and. coconuts, sugar, sweet 
potatoes, bananas, groundnuts, cassava starch and livestock. Appreci- 
able contributions to the island’s economy are also made by edible oils, 
miscellaneous food crops (yams, tannias, eddoes, etc.) and animal 
products, most of which are marketed locally. 


Arrowroot 

Arrowroot maintained its position as an export above all other crops. 
‘The amounts and values of arrowroot starch exported in 1954 and 1955 
were 8,437,060 Ib. in 1954 and 10,274,886 Ib. in 1955, valued at 
$1,533,021 and $1,823,410 respectively. 

The St. Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association remains the 
sole shipping agency and the United States is still by far the largest 
buyer. There was no marked increase in acreage, which in 1953 was 
estimated at 4,500 acres. 

-. The new Government-owned modern Central Arrowroot Factory at 
‘Belle Vue started crushing rhizomes in November for the 1955-56 
crop. Notwithstanding minor difficulties, the factory proved a great 
improvement on local factories and turns out Grade A starch. Rhizomes 
are bought on a c.o.d. basis and this in itself should stimulate interest, 
for growers who sell starch direct to the Association do not receive 
.their final payment until June the following year i.e. 15 to 18 months 
after delivery. This obviously has a very depressing effect. The new 
factory can process 10,0GO barrels per crop, i.e. 20 to 25 per cent of 
‘the island’s production of starch. Eventually, it is hoped to have about 
‘four or five more central factories, which will process the entire crop. 


Cotton , 

Interest in this crop continued to decline. Decreased prices, un- 
favourable market prospects, increased wage rates and competition 
from more profitable crops all tended to divert attention from cotton, 
which is a far more difficult crop to grow successfully than arrowroot, 
‘peanuts, bananas or a host of others. There is a great deal of inform- 
‘ation available on cotton culture locally, and the Department of 
Agriculture along with the newly formed Cotton Growers’ Association 
will do their utmost to see that Sea Island Cotton maintains its import- 
ance in the island’s economy. Quite apart from its value as an export 
crop, cotton employs a lot of people, both in the field and in the 
cleaning processes. It also provides substantial amounts of edible oil 
and cotton seed meal: It has helped and should continue to help in the 
diversification of local agriculture which is a very marked and useful 
feature of St..Vincent’s agricultural economy. 
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The Cotton Inspector and district staff rendered valuable service to 
cotton growers in connection with pest control, proper cultural measures 
and correct manuring. The acreage devoted to cotton during 1954 and 
1955 remained low but the weather in 1955 was much more favourable 
than in 1954 and the crop though small looked well. 

The following table gives the estimated acreage planted, the yield 
and the price in the four seasons 1951-52 to 1954-55 : 


Average yield 
Year Acreage Yields (bales of lint per Price per lb. 
400 Ib. each) acre (lb.) | $(B.W.L) 
1951-52 . 5 | 3,473 964 111 1-50 
1952-53. é 2,921 934 | 128 | 1-08 
1953-54 . ‘ 1,628 445 109 | 1-24 
1954-55 . “ 2,430 605 100 } 1-44 





The St. Vincent Central Cotton Ginnery gins the entire crop. In 1954 
it processed 899,023 Ib. of cotton seed, of which 411,532 Ib. came from 
Carriacou in the Grenadines, and in 1955, 1,061,916 lb., of which 
390,880 Ib. came from Carriacou. 

Exports in 1954 and 1955 were 186,110 Ib. and 212,740 Ib. of Ist 
white cotton lint valued at $222,249 and $280,724 respectively. In 1954, 
12,415-Ib. of stained cotton valued at $4,800 were exported and in 1955 
8, 317 Ib. valued at $3,780. 


Coconuts and Other Oilseeds 

Coconuts and copra ranked second in importance among exports 
in 1954 and 1955. Exports of copra amounted to 3,421,135 Ib. valued at 
$460,034 in 1954 and 3,425,019 Ib. at $419,715 in 1955 ; 1,527,031 Ib. 
were purchased by the St. Vincent Cotton Ginnery in 1954 and 
1,732,651 Ib. in 1955. The price per lb. paid by the Ginnery in 1954 was 
10 cents and in 1955 was 114 cents. 
- The Ginnery operates an oil expressing, refining and deodorising 
plant, and produces soap and stock feed for sale. 

During 1954 and 1955 the following oils and meals were produced : 


1954 1955 
Crude coconut oil (gall.) —. i 77,782 81,066 
Refined cottonseed oil (gall.) : 8,645 8, 712° 
Coconut meal (Ib.) : - 319,836 331, 101 sold for stock feed 
Cottonseed meal (Ib.) : ‘ 844,504 579, 467 and manure 


Of the crude coconut oil produced in 1954, 20,736 gallons were sold 
for fats and soap manufacture and 46,127 gallons were deodorised, 
yielding 44,932 gallons.~Of the oil produced in 1955, 56,430 gallons were 
refined and yielded 50,601 gallons , 50,601 gallons of this were deodor- 
ised yielding 49,945 gallons; 9,872 gallons. were used for soap 
manufacture in 1955. All these products were sold locally save for : 

4,441 galls. crude coconut oil exported in 1954, 
1,734 galls. ,, - » 1955, 

5 4234 galls. used for soap "manufacture in 1954, and 
12,120 galls. 4, ,, 5, 33 re 1955. 
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Sugar 

The Mount Bentinck Factory—the only sugar factory in the Colony 
—increased its output of sugar during the period under review. In 1954 
3,852 tons were produced and in 1955, 4,355 tons, compared with 
3,548 tons in 1953. Exports of sugar were |! 616 tons m 1954 and 1,695 
tons in 1955 valued at $296,530 and $308, 559 respectively. Molasses 
exported in 1954 amounted to 217,763 gallons valued at $4,621. 

During 1954 and 1955, 60,929 and 75,128 gallons respectively of proof 
spirit were produced by the Mount Bentinck distillery. All was con- 
sumed locally. 


Cassava 

The cassava industry remained at much the same level as in previous 
years. Prices remained attractive and several arrowroot factories 
processed cassava tubers also. It is hoped that this will be done at the 
new Central Factory too. Exports in 1954 and 1955 were 562,386 Ib. 
and 301,645 Ib. valued at $50,265 and $38,050 respectively. 

Four selected clones from the Camden Park Station have been 
distributed in the various districts where they have been favourably 
received by the farming community. The area devoted to this crop was 
still about 1,000 acres. 

“ Farine,” a local food made from the tubers, absorbed about 
12-20 per cent of total production. 


Groundnuts 

This very useful crop continues to fill the breach whenever other 
annual crops are on the decline, e.g. cotton. The only regret is that 
with increased plantings the tendency is for growers to use steeply 
sloping lands which suffer badly from erosion. 

A Peanut Growers’ Association has recently been formed. It is 
hoped that this will become the sole marketing agency for peanuts and 
will turn out two standardised and reputable grades. Exports in 1954 
and 1955 were 733,896 lb. and 512,548 Ib. valued at $154,697 and 
$98,242 respectively. 


Other Food Crops. 
The estimated area devoted: to food crops was about 12-15,000 acres. 
Estimated production of the three principal crops was : 


Million Pounds 
Sweet potatoes e e ° e 15 
Tannias, dasheen and eddoes ° e 2 
Yams ry e o e e ° ; 


Sweet potatoes ranked fifth in exports. In 1954, 35,600 bags (180 Ib. 
each) and in 1955, 38,357 bags, valued at $195,501 and $206,317 
respectively, were exported. 

Nutmegs, mace, plantains, cocoa, maize, peas, pears, tomatoes and 
pumpkins also made significant contributions to exports, but are, with 
the exception of the first two, of greater importance in supplementing 
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the supply of local foodstuffs. Exports of these, including tannias, yams, 
etc., amounted to $95,944 in 1954 and $77,727 in 1955. 


Bananas 

Planting went on at a greatly accelerated rate, especially in 1955. 
Shipments reached 17,000 odd bunches per month, and bananas are 
fast becoming, as in the other Windward Islands, a leading export. 
In 1954, 26,626 bunches and in 1955, 112,887 bunches were exported, 
valued at $54,143 and. $204,401 respectively. 


Soil Conservation 

Soil and water conservation was again given priority by the Advisory 
Staff. During 1954, some 623,350 feet of contour lines were laid, of 
which 383,825 feet were planted with various grasses and other suitable 
vegetative barriers. Aloes is likely to become a popular crop for this 
purpose in the Southern Grenadines. 44,270 feet of contour drains were 
also dug. The total area affected was 824 acres. In 1955, 583,093 feet of 
contour lines were laid, 385,643 feet of which were planted with 
vegetative barriers ; 70,425 feet of contour drains were dug. The area 
affected was 757 acres. There has been a great awakening to the benefits 
of contour drains and silt traps to cope with storm water run-off and 
many more farmers are now employing these protective measures. 


Fertilisers 

The use of fertilisers increased steadily during the period. under 
review. Farmers are now so keen on fertilisers that the bulk of fertiliser 
imports is removed directly it is landed. There is still room for greater 
usage and it is certain that, at the present rate of consumption, imports 
will be doubled within the next two to three years. No duty is charged 
on fertilisers and, in addition, Government purchases the Credit 
Societies’ requirements in bulk so that small farmers can obtain their 
requirements cheaply. These measures are resulting in very heartening 
increases in the production of most crops. The following table shows the 
average annual imports for the period 1930-1953 as compared with the 
annual imports for the last four years : 





1930-53 1952 1953 1954 1955 
Ammonium Sulphate 
(long tons) 86 -50 825 265 543 490 
Superphosphate (long tons) 2°75 161 156 55 121 
Sulphate and Chloride of 
Potash (long tons) 4-70 135 153 78 138 
Complete (NPK) Ferti' liser 
Mixtures (short tons) . 7:00’ 177 264 801 1,455 
Totals ‘ - 100-95 1,298 838 1,477 2,204 
LIVESTOCK 


Livestock improvement: continued to make steady progress. Two 
new stud centres were opened, one at Layou (Leeward) and the other 
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at Three Rivers (North Windward). Another is contemplated for the 
Botanic Gardens. This brings the total number of district stud centres 
in existence to five. In addition the Camden Park Experiment Station’s 
studs serve the needs of farmers in the South Leeward area. 
The types of studs kept are : 

Bulls — Montgomery Jersey from Jamacia. 

Rams — Barbados Black Belly. - 

Boars — Large Blacks and Large Whites. 


Jack — Kentucky. 
The following table gives the total services for all centres : 

Class of Stud 1953 1954 1955 
Bull. ’ : . 348 397 349 
Buck . : , . 183 187 193 
Ram . 3 : - 143 118 249 
Boar . : ; . Ill 131 190 
Kentucky Jack. ‘ 24 17 6 
Stallion ‘ ‘ : 6 1 = 


815 851 986 


Livestock field-days were held at Rivulet and Belmont in both years 
under review. They were quite successful. The Rivulet shows improved 
tremendously but, even though the Belmont shows were still good, 
there was a definite falling off from the zeal and interest exhibited at 
earlier shows. 

Through the efforts of the Veterinary Officer and the Advisory Staff, 
farmers are now adopting preventive measures on an ever-increasing 
scale. Fortunately there are not many serious diseases, hence if farmers 
can be educated to recognise the symptoms of the most common ail- 
ments and to treat them early and also to adopt comparable improve- 
ments in feeding, breeding, housing and handling, the livestock industry 
should be placed on a very firm footing. The demand for fodder grasses 
has increased out of all proportions. 

Livestock exports continued to contribute to the island’s economy. 
The recovery after the ‘‘ black ” year of 1953 when swine fever and foot- 
and-mouth disease put an end to the inter-island trade in stock was very 
welcome. There were no further outbreaks of swine fever and a vigorous 
vaccination campaign was pursued. Only animals free of tuberculosis 
and brucellosis are allowed into Trinidad, but the Veterinary Officer 
who does these tests has found a very low incidence indeed in the local 
population. Requests are being made to have these restrictions relaxed 
or removed. Only male animals are exported, and this along with the 
provision of adequate stud services is making possible a rapid improve- 
ment in the local animal population. 

ae following table gives the value of this trade during 1953, 1954 
and 1955 : : 
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1954 1955 

Bee Pe $ _§$ $ 
Cattle : . : 12,200 - 23,175 23,900 
Goats : : : 130 719 8,142 
Sheep F : : 439 67 19,572 
Pigs. : : . 2,270 240 1,640 
Horses : : ; 1,120 4,910 4,060 
Asses and Mules . ‘ 1,480 582 2,161 
Poultry ; : . 7,898 9,401 9,466 


$25,537 $38,454 $68,941 


In 1954, the Ham and Bacon Factory was opened. Progress has been 
retarded on account of the ban on the exportation of pigs and pig 
products. 

The market is now open once more and this should result in a greatly 
increased interest in pig-rearing. The bacon is still poor in quality on 
account of the poor quality loins available, a direct result of improper 
feeding. A start has been made to correct this by the production at the 
Ginnery of a balanced pig ration. In 1955, 5,210 lb. of bacon valued at 
$4,006, 16,160 Ib. ham valued at $13,144 and 14,950 lb. of pickled 
pork valued at $6,019 were exported. 


FORESTRY 

The supervision and management of tenants and wood-cutters: 
according to Crown Lands Regulations were the main duties of the 
Forestry Division. The demand for local lumber was very great and in 
order to obtain better control of wood-cutters, three more Forest 
Guards were appointed, bringing the total number of Guards to 10. 

The district advisory staff supervised the Guards in their respective 
beats. One Crown Lands Bailiff looked after the collection of rents and 
the prosecution of offenders. 

The teak nurseries progressed very well and so did the Whitewood 
(Simaruba amara) nursery. In the drier coastal areas, mahogany and 
West Indian cedar grow very well. 


FISHERIES 

Owing to lack of staff no new ventures were started. Efforts to form 
fishetmen’s associations and to purchase essential tackle in bulk, 
along with means of providing short term credit to fishermen, were 
actively pursued by the Fisheries Committee. A number of Arcadia. 
engines, the type recommended by Mr. R. S. Rack on account of their 
simplicity, were imported and sold to interested fishermen free of duty. 

Efforts to channel the sales of fish locally through established fish 
markets made some headway. Available records show a total of 
397,579 lb. sold in 1954, and 515,532 Ib. in 1955. These figures only 
represent about 40-50 per cent of total landings as it was not possible 
to enforce the selling of all fish through the existing fish markets. 
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In 1954, 1,687 gallons of black fish oil, valued at $2,201, were 
exported and: in 1955, 1965 gallons valued at $2,472.00. 

Exports of fresh fish in 1954 and 1955 were 132,080 Ib. and 162,453 
Ib., valued at $7,408 and $31,347 respectively. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


‘ EDUCATION 
Primary 


Primary education is provided at the expense of Government for the 
most part, either directly or through grants in aid to denominational 
schools, for all children from 5 to 15 years. At the end of 1955, including 
the Government fee-paying combined infant-junior school, there were 
43 primary schools (21 Government, 9 Anglican, 11 Methodist, 2 
Roman Catholic). All the schools are co-educational, and, but for the 
exception already mentioned, education is free, but not compulsory. 

During 1954-55 it has been possible to improve the accommodation 
in some areas. Craft Centres for the teaching of woodwork and domestic 
science have been established at Belair and Troumaca. New buildings 
have replaced the old and inadequate ones at Biabou and Lowmans 
(Windward). Infant schools functioning as junior sections of large 
primary schools in their areas have been opened at Chateaubelair, 
Diamond (Windward), Langley Park and Clare Valley. 

The school enrolment for 1954 was 16,249, and the average attend- 
ance was 11,369. 

In 1954, 170 Standard VI pupils obtained School Leaving Certificates, 
and the number of successes was increased to 199 in 1955. 

Organised competitions in cricket, football and netball were carried 
out. 

More film shows were given in the various schools. 

At the end of 1955 milk and food yeast biscuits were distributed 
daily at 41 schools. 

Secondary Schools 

The enrolment at the Grammar School was 258 in 1954 and 254 in 
1955, and at the Girls’ High School 203 and 240 respectively. There 
was an establishment of 12 teachers for each school. 

In December 1954, the Grammar School presented six boys for 
the Cambridge Higher School Certificate Examination and 26 boys 
for the School Certificate Examination. The Girls’ High School 
presented four candidates for the Cambridge Higher School Certificate 
Examination and 18 candidates for the School Certificate. The successes 
were as follows : . 

Boys Girls 
2 


Cambridge Higher School Certificate 4, , 
Cambridge School Certificate 18 12 
The usual games, cricket and football for boys and tennis and net- 
ball-for girls, were played. In 1954 the boys took, part.in,the. Windward 
Islands Inter-Schools Tournament in St. Lucia. ~ 
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Other extra-curricular activities, including Scouting, Guiding, Cadet 
‘Corps, debating and dramatics, were actively carried out. Interest in 
the Junior Red Cross Link attached to the Girls’ High School was well 
maintained. 

In February 1955 the Girls’ High School was honoured by a visit 
from H.R.H. Princess Margaret during her tour of the West Indies. 
The Junior Red Cross was visited by the Countess of Limerick. Lady 
Limerick attended an Exhibition of the Children’s work and discussed 
with them their various activities. 

Mr. W. M. Lopey, Headmaster of the Grammar School since 1937, 
after acting Education Officer from April 1955, went on six months 
pre-retirement leave from November 1955. 


Teacher Training 

Pupil Teacher Training Centres were conducted in three areas. 

In 1954, four teachers (two men, two women) were sent for the 
two-year course of training which is given at Erdiston College, Barbados, 
and in 1955 two teachers (one man, one woman) were sent. 


Adult Education 

Throughout 1954 and 1955, evening classes in academic subjects 
were conducted. Candidates from these classes have obtained Cambridge 
Oversea School Certificates. From the last term in 1954, evening 
classes in cookery and needlework were in operation. 

Work in the eight Handicraft Centres continued. The standard and 
variety, especially in straw-work (sisal and screwpine) showed consider- 
able improvement and consequently there has been an appreciable 
increase in the sale of articles. 


Library Services 

Circulation. During 1954 and 1955, 21,125 books of fiction and 10,937 
of non-fiction were issued in the Adult Lending Library. The circulation 
in the Juvenile Library was 18,677 fiction and 5,922 non-fiction. 

The total number of members registered at 31st December 1955 was 
3,862 (2,002 adult and 1,860 children). 


Book Stock. During the two years under review, 2,871 books were 
added to the stock (adult 1,482 ; juvenile 1,389). The majority was 
purchased from agents abroad and through the Eastern Caribbean 
Regional Library, Trinidad, and a small percentage from local book- 
sellers. Nine hundred and sixty-two books were withdrawn from use 
as being unfit for circulation and were discarded. Nine hundred and 
ninety-four books were bound during the two years. Nine thousand 
a hundred and ninety-nine books were distributed among the Rural 
Libraries. 


Rural Development. The progress of the Branch Libraries has been 
satisfactory. A new Branch Library was opened at Troumaca in March 
1955 and Headquarters now operates through eight different points of 
service in the rural areas. Three Branch Librarians were trained at the 
Kingstown Public Library during 1955. 
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_, The use of the Branch Libraries was publicised by means of 
2 exchange scheme of librarians and by educative film shows and 
ectures. 


Training of Staff. Three members of the Kingstown Public Library 
- Staff received training for and sat the Library Association Entrance 
and Registration Examinations during 1955, at the Eastern Caribbean 
Regional Library, Trinidad. 


Centralized Cataloguing and Book Purchasing Scheme. A scheme for 
the co-operative purchasing and cataloguing of books was started by 
the Regional Library in January 1954. The Free Public Library partici- 
pated in this scheme, and 66% per cent, ie. $2,000, of the book fund 
was transferred to the account of the Regional Library. 


General. The Eastern Caribbean Regional Library has continued to 
give invaluable help to the St. Vincent Library Service. 

Progress has been steady, readers and borrowers have been keen, 
especially in the juvenile section, and members of the staff have been 
co-operative. 


HEALTH 
Staff 


_ The Medical Department is under the control of the Senior Medical 
Officer with (in addition to clerical and attendant staff) the following 
establishment : 
(a) The Colonial Hospital (including the Extension Hospital for 
Infectious Diseases). 
1 Resident Surgeon. 
1 Physician Specialist. 
1 House Physician. 
31 Nursing Staff (increased to 32 in 1955). 
28 Student Nurses (increased to 32 in 1955). 
3 Latoratory Technicians and 1 Student Technician. 
1 Housekeeper. 
1 Catering Supervisor. 
(b) Central Institutions 
6 Dispensers. 
4 Student Dispensers. 
3 Staff Nurses. 
(c) District Services Rural Hospitals and Dispensaries 
7 District Medical Officers. 

19 District Nurse-Midwives and Health Nurses, under the 
supervision of a Superintendent Health Nurse. Seven of these 
have been trained in Public Health Nursing and two hold the 
R.S.I. Certificate. 

9 District Dispensers. 

3 Staff Nurses (in rural cottage hospital). 

10 Sanitary Inspectors under the supervision of a Sanitary 
Superintendent. Most of these officers hold the R.S.I. 
Certificate. 
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The Department continued to operate under the handicap of shortage 
of staff. In 1954, Dr. R. H. Paul joined the Service as a District Medical 
Officer and Dr. V..Usborne and Dr. F. S. MacMahon were appointed 
to the vacant posts of Physician. and House Physician, respectively. 
Dr. Kolcan, whose services were terminated on medical grounds, left 
the Colony. 

In 1955 the Senior Medical Officer, Dr. H. B. Heatherington retired. 
He was succeeded by Dr. M. F. X. Slattery, M.D. Dr. R. A. J. Webb 
joined the District Services, but Dr. V. Usborne resigned on marriage ; 
Dr. H. Munro was appointed Physician in her place and Dr. G. J. 
Cordice was seconded to take charge of the Expanded Treponematosis 
Campaign. It was fortunate that Dr. Usborne accepted appointment 
as a District Medical Officer ; she was re-employed on a temporary 
non-pensionable basis with effect from 16th September. 

Owing to the shortage of Medical Officers, Medical Districts II North 
(Chateaubelair), IV (Cedars) and VI (Grenadines) were without 
resident medical officers at the end of 1955. 


Institutions . 

As a result of extensive renovation and alterations to the Colonial 
Hospital the nominal bed-state establishment was increased to 134 
beds. Considerable improvement has been made in the kitchen by the 
installation of an electric range and other equipment. The new laundry 
has been provided with an electric washing machine. The daily average 
number of in-patients which increased from 167 in 1953 to 182 in 1954 
soared to 220 in 1955. The X-ray Department was renovated and en- 
larged during this period and a new machine, a “ Phillips Standard 
DN ”, with rotating anode tube, was installed. 

- No new work was undertaken in the Bacteriological Laboratory, but 
the number of examinations increased from 8,064 in 1953 to 10,421 
in 1954 and 13,350 in 1955, 

The dining room of the Nurses Hostel was opened on. September 
Ist, 1955. Accommodation is provided for 50 nurses. All student 
nurses (32) are boarded in the Hostel and the remaining rooms are 
allotted to single junior trained staff and to such of the senior staff who 
core to live in. On an average, meals are being provided for 44 nurses 
daily. ; 

The Extension Hospital for Tuberculosis and other infectious 
diseases, which has a capacity of 40 beds, is administered as a division 
of the Colonial Hospital and operated normally throughout the-period. 

Other institutions run by the Medical Department are.: 


The Mental Hospital. This hospital has accommodation for 100 
patients. As a result of recommendations made by Dr. Lloyd-Still, 
Medical Superintendent of the Barbados Mental Hospital, the Medical 
Superintendent, Dr. R. A. J. Webb, undertook a one-month’s course 
of study in practical psychiatry in Barbados. A special Ectonus 
convulsant therapy machine was received in August 1955, and having 
trained his staff in the new technique, Dr. Webb started electro- 
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convulsant therapy on appropriate cases, mainly depressive psychotics 
and schizophrenics, with gratifyingly good results. 

Thirty patients were discharged during 1955 from a total of 112 
(86 remaining from 1954, and 26 admissions in 1955). 

The introduction of this technique is considered a signal advance 
and will replace the gloomy prognosis for all such cases. 

It is anticipated that further improvements will be made during 
1956 and arrangements for the training of the attendant staff, one of 
whom is now on a course of study in Barbados, and for the appoint- 
ment of a trained nurse are now being considered. 

Pauper Home. (Lewis Punnett Home for the Aged Poor). This Home, 
which was removed from Port Charlotte to the Glen at the end of 1953, 
provides accommodation for 125 persons. 


Leprosarium. There are now only 21 bacteriologically confirmed 
cases of leprosy on the Island and these are inmates of the Leper 
Home. Of the three cases admitted, two in 1954 and one in 1955, two 
were young patients suffering from infectious leprosy and the third 
had a leprotic family history. This Institution is still operated as a 
division of the Pauper Asylum, but plans for its administration as a 
separate unit will be implemented as soon as staff quarters are provided. 


District Services 

The rural districts are served by 20 dispensaries (a new dispensary 
at Retreat was formally opened in January 1954) and three rural 
cottage hospitals with a capacity of 16 beds are maintained in George- 
town, Chateaubelair and Bequia in the Grenadines. At the last two 
hospitals very few patients were admitted, owing to the absence of 
resident Medical Officers in the Districts, and there was again a con- 
siderable curtailment of clinics due to the shortage of medical officers. 


Public Health 
Health problems in St. Vincent are still affected by conditions 
resulting from inadequate housing, unemployment and poverty. The 
period 1954-55 was, however, a relatively favourable one and the 
main problems were : 
(i) Measles. A measles epidemic during the latter part of 1953 was 
carried over into 1954, and 33 deaths were attributed to measles. 

(ii) Chicken-pox. Chicken-pox was epidemic during the early 
months of 1954. 

(iii) Enteric Fever. Typhoid outbreaks occurred in the Park Hill- 
South Rivers District and at Richland Park. Of 116 cases 
reported by Medical Officers, 86 were admitted to the Extension 
Hospital. There were six deaths. During 1955, sporadic out- 
breaks occurred throughout the year. So far, 41 cases have been 
notified. There was no definite seasonal occurrence as in 
previous years, when the heavy incidence at the onset of wet 
weather was partly traceable to the rain washing down con- 
taminated faecal remnants into previously dried up river-beds 
and springs. 
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(iv) Yaws. Yaws continues to be a major public health problem. 

(v) Pertussis. An epidemic occurred late in 1955 and some 325 
cases with infant deaths due to the usual sequelae occurred. 
It is hoped that the pertussis prevention programme will 
effectually eliminate this health hazard. 

(vi) Tuberculésis. The incidence of tuberculosis is showing no 
marked trend at the present time. One hundred and twenty 
seven cases were admitted to the Extension Hospital in 1954. 
Thirty fresh cases were reported during 1955 and are under- 
going routine conservative treatment. 

(vii) Epidemic Parotitis. A few mild cases have occurred. 


Although outbreaks of poliomyelitis were reported from 
other islands in the Caribbean, no cases occurred in St. 
Vincent. 

Owing to an outbreak of yellow fever in Trinidad it was 
necessary to impose quarantine restrictions against travellers 
arriving from that island during the latter part of 1954. As a 
convenience to intending travellers, a yellow fever vaccination 
Centre was set up in the Colonial Hospital. 

Thanks to prompt public health measures, no epidemics 
followed on the wake of hurricane “ Janet,” the fringe of 
which struck the Southern Grenadines, causing some damage 
to property and sanitary installations. 


Special Health Projects in Operation 


(a) The Supplementary Milk Feeding Programme 

Throughout the year, in 350 schools, this UNICEF-supplied milk 
was given out to 5,000 school children and 1,000 pre-school infants. 
In addition, 1,000 pre-natal and nursing mothers and 1,000 babies were 
supplied with milk at 18 health centres, including the newly re-opened. 
Infants’ Creche at Kingstown. 

Very favourable reports of this programme have been received 
indicating that there is great and inestimable improvement in the 
health of the beneficiaries. 


(b) The Yellow Fever Control Programme 

This campaign was begun in March 1955, under the auspices of 
W.H.O./P.A.S.B., in order to extirpate the vector aedes aegypti and 
so remove the possible hazard of an outbreak of Yellow Fever in an 
island where the disease has been unknown for many years. 

During the year, the Aedes Index dropped from 13.6 per cent to 2 
per cent in Kingstown, while the sea-drome at Villa is now free of 
infestation. 

It appears that the financial burden of this scheme can now be 
carried only with the aid of a substantial grant from Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare funds and an application for the sum of £7,625 
for 1956-1958 was being prepared. 
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(c) The Expanded Treponematosis Control Project 

This project, which will be of incalculable benefit to St. Vincent, is 
being carried through largely with the help of a generous Colonial 
Development & Welfare grant of some £6,450. In addition, W.H.O. 
are helping with technical advice and UNICEF undertook to 
supply the requisite penicillin, some field laboratory equipment and all 
the necessary syringes. 

An estimated 3,842 children and 1,578 adults were believed to be 
affected by yaws in an infectious stage. The total number of cases 
(5,420) represented a little less than 9 per cent of the total population. 
Of the rural population of 56,692, an estimated 25,114 were between 
the ages of 0 and 14 years and of this number 15-3 per cent were estim- 
ated to be infected. Individuals in contact with yaws cases are estimated 
at 50 per cent of the total population. 

The Treponematosis Control Programme started on the Ist 
November 1955, and is scheduled to last two years. It is hoped to 
eliminate these treponemal diseases and other non-treponemal venereal 
diseaes completely. This could never have been achieved without a 
special campaign of this type, for, previous to this date, Medical 
Officers were required, for reasons of financial stringency, to rely almost 
entirely on the obsolescent and relatively laborious metal chemo- 
therapy of the pre-antibiotic era of medicine. 


(d) The Pertussis Prevention Programme 

On the 14th October 1955 the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
approved a Colonial Development and Welfare grant of £3,125 for the 
proposed Tetanus-Pertussis Prevention Programme. 

The Campaign is now under way in Districts I, III, IV and V. 


(e) Planned Parenthood 

In accordance with the official policy. of the St. Vincent Government 
there is no systematic teaching of birth control, nor are there any 
family planning or planned parenthood organisations operating in 
this Colony. 


Sanitary Services 

The Department lost the services of Mr. T. Brereton, Sanitary 
Superintendent, who was transferred to the Public Works Department. 
He was succeeded by Mr. J. Saunders, It was not possible to fill all of 
the vacancies which occurred and the Department suffered from 
shortage of staff throughout 1954 and 1955. 

Notwithstanding this, the sanitary services of the Colony were well 
maintained. Routine measures, scavenging of Kingstown, drainage and 
filling of cesspits were carried out ; existing public and school latrines 
were maintained in a sanitary condition. Six new school lavatories and 
two public latrines were erected. A private latrine programme, using 
concrete units manufactured by the Public Health Engineering Unit, 
was launched in Union Island. 
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Vital Statistics 
COMPARATIVE TABLE OF POPULATION, BIRTHS AND DEATHS: 





Birth Rate | Death Rate 
per 1,000 per 1,000. 














1952: 40 -3 15-4 
1953 42-5 15-6 
1954 42-0 15-2 


47-3 14:5 









Mortality Rate 
per 1,000 Births 







Total Births and Stillbirths ; 
Deaths due to Accidents of childbirth ; 
Rate per 1,000 ‘ 2 


Infectious Diseases 















1955 























Cases | Deaths 
Dysentery . 4 69 _ 27 _— 
Yaws é . (1,311 _ * _ 
Influenza. i 101 —i 580 _ 
Pneumonia ‘ 127 62 25 —_ 
Enteric Fever ‘ 31 6 57 _ 
Tuberculosis 2 * 30 > —_— 
Gastro Enteritis 
and Colitis : 424 117 _— —_ 





* Not available 


HOUSING 


Since the housing survey of 1940-42 it has not been possible to carry 
out any official survey to assess what progress has been made or to 
determine the present housing conditions exactly. There is no doubt, 
however, that the accomplishments of the Central Housing and Plan- 
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ning Authority since its establishment as a corporate body in 1946, 
together with the work done by private enterprise, have not kept pace 
with demands for better housing for an ever-increasing population. 

During the period 1946-1955, the Central Housing and Planning 
Authority by direct assistance provided better living and sanitary 
conditions by re-housing some 1,500 familes ; an additional 1,400 
houses were improved, reconditioned or built by private enterprise. 

However gratifying this achievement may be, there is cause for 
concern since there is still a similar number of families who are living 
under deplorable conditions throughout the island. 

In Kingstown there are approximately 300 houses in which an 
estimated 2,500 people live which need urgent attention, and the 
Authorities are faced with serious problems of congestion, most serious 
in Kingstown, and over-crowding and structural decay throughout the 
island. This condition is receiving active attention from the Central 
Housing and Planning Authority and private enterprise. 


Urban Development 

Action has been taken towards the clearing of the worst slum area 
in Kingstown and 10 two-bedroomed landcrete-block houses have 
been completed, using the aided self-help method. 

These houses have already been occupied and further work on the 
construction of 15 one-bedroom houses has commenced. When these 
are completed and occupied, a section of one of the worst areas will be 
considerably improved. Plans for the relief of other congested areas 
in Kingstown are being considered. 

The development of Montrose, a suburban area, is near com- 
pletion. Oiled roads, a pipe-borne water supply and electricity have 
already been laid down ; over 120 permanent stone and concrete block 
houses have been built and occupied. Unfortunately the construction 
of houses has not kept pace with development works. 

The development of the Montrose Estate into a middle-class housing 
area has been one of the greatest achievements of the Authority. The 
availability of land for building on very easy terms, and the provision 
of public amenities made possible by this Scheme, have resulted in 
considerable improvement of the standard of housing in the area. 


Rural Development 

The introduction of mutual aid and aided self-help methods was 
responsible for remarkable progress in rural areas. Upwards of 1,000 
families now enjoy the benefit of better houses, and the possession of 
a house built on land, the tenancy of which is not subject to abrogation 
at the will of the owner, has resulted in the almost total elimination 
of squatting and contributed to the building up of a community of 
satisfied citizens. 

In addition, the Central Housing and Planning Authority has 
completed housing schemes involving 200 units for the Land Settlement 
Estates and the Small Town Boards. 
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The partially-aided self-help method is being employed in connect- 
ion with the following schemes now under development : 
Peniston —Rehabilitation of 120 families— 
30 familes already settled. 


Barrouallie — 33 >, 96 families— 

22 families already settled. 
Petit Bordel— 3 », 80 families— 

5 families already settled. 
Layou _— 5 >, 30 families— 

3 families already settled. 
Sans Souci — 35 95 famili 


ies— ‘ 

15 families already settled. 

The extension of established villages at Sandy Bay, Mount Bentinck 
and Mangaroo, which have become overcrowded, is well advanced, 
and aided self-help schemes are proposed for the town of Calliaqua 
and the village of Vermont. Rehabilitation of villages at Mesopotamia, 
Cane Hall, Colonarie, Overland on the Windward side of the island, 
and Coull’s Hill, Spring Village and Rose Hall on the Leedward side 
is planned for implementation during the period 1956-1960. . 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


Important Legislation enacted during 1954 and 1955 included the 
following Ordinances : 1954 


No. 5. : The Lewis Punnett Endowment Ordinance, creates a Trust 
for carrying into effect the intentions of Lewis Leslie Punnett, Esquire, 
J.P., contained in the instruments enumerated in the First Schedule to 
the Ordinance whereby certain gifts are made to Trustees for the main- 
tenance of poor, aged persons. 

No. 7. : The Nurses Registration Ordinance, makes provision for the 
establishment of a nursing Council and provides for the registration of 
nurses. 

No. 10. : The Supplies (Control) Ordinance, empowers the Governor 
in Council with the approval of the Legislative Council to make 
regulations to provide for the maintenance of supplies and services 
essential to the life of the community, to control the import and export 
of such supplies and the prices at which they may be sold, to appoint 
the necessary officers and create the machinery required to carry the 
provisions of the Ordinance into effect. 

No. 13. : The International Organisations (Immunities and Privileges) 
Ordinance, brings the law of the Colony into line with that of the 
United Kingdom in regard to the privileges and immunities applicable 
to international organisations, member governments of such organ- 
isations, and the representatives of such governments and organisations. 

No. 15. : The Arrowroot Ordinance, consolidates and amends the 
law relating to the marketing of arrowroot, in the light of the report 
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of a Committee appointed in. 1952 to consider the revision of the 
principal (1930) Ordinance, as amended. 

No. 19 : The Deportation (British Subjects) (Amendment) Ordinance, 
amends the Deportation (British Subjects) Ordinance, 1951 (No. 30 of 
1951) by defining more particularly the powers of the Governor in 
Council for making restriction orders under section 4 of the principal 
Ordinance. The amending Ordinance also provides that for the purposes 
of an enquiry under section 8 of the principal Ordinance the Judge may 
hear any facts including those which would not be admissible testimony 
under the strict rules of evidence. 


No. 20 : The Maintenance (Amendment) Ordinance, 

(a) empowers collecting officers to make a report to the Court as to 
the means of parties appearing before the Court so as to assist 
the Court in making an order ; 

(b) limits the amount of arrears recoverable under maintenance 
orders to four weeks’ arrears except in cases where the person 
liable to pay such arrears has absconded or is absent from the 
‘Colony ; 

(c) limits the class of persons who may be present in Court during 
7 coc ni under the Ordinance to the persons mentioned 
therein ; 

(da) restricts the publication of newspaper reports of proceedings 
under the Ordinance to certain specified matters, and 

(e) increases the maximum sums payable under maintenance Orders 
in the case of a husband or wife, a parent or a child, respectively. 


No. 21 : The Copyright Ordinance, repeals the Copyright Ordinance, 
Cap. 220 and replaces the same (with the repealed provisions repeated) 
by a simple Copyright law based on the Trinidad Copyright Ordinance, 
Cap. 31, No. 16. 

No. 25: The Co-operative Societies Ordinance, provides for the 
formation and regulates the operations of Co-operative Societies. 


No. 27 : The Animals (Diseases and Importation) Ordinance, is based 
on the Jamaica Animals (Diseases and Importation) Law No. 22 of 
1943. The Ordinance controls the importation of animals, birds, reptiles 
and insects, and regulates the treatment and disposal of animals which 
are suffering or are suspected to be suffering from any disease. 


No. 30: The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes (Amendment) 
Ordinance, carries into effect certain recommendations contained in a 
memorandum on trade unionism submitted to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies by the Colonial Labour Advisory Committee. 


No. 40 : The Societies Ordinance, makes the registration of Societies 
(other than those exempted by section 2) compulsory under the Ordin- 
ance and provides penalties for the management, membership and 
holding of meetings of unlawful Societies. 


No. 44: The Banana Growers Association Ordinance, creates a 
statutory body known as the Saint Vincent Banana Growers Association 
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with the sole right of exporting bananas from the Colony. The Ordin- 
ance also gives a right of appeal to a Magistrate against the refusal of 
the Board of the Association to register an applicant as a registered 
grower in accordance with the Ordinance. The Ordinance exempts 
from Income Tax the surplus monies of the Association so long as such 
monies are not applied for the benefit of individual members. 

No. 45 : The Hotel Aids Ordinance, seeks to encourage the develop- 

ment of hotels in St. Vincent by way of extension and new construction : 

(a) by granting relief from customs duties on building materials 
and hotel equipment whether imported into or purchased in 
the Colony used in constructing or equipping hotels which 
qualify for relief ; 

(b) by allowing a set-off for purposes of Income Tax to the 
proprietors of such hotels in each of any five of the eight years 
after capital expenditure has been incurred of one-fifth of the 
capital expenditure against the income arising from the hotel. 


No. 3: The Currency (Amendment) Ordinance, confers legal tender 
status in the Colony on currency notes issued in Jamaica. On the 
coming into operation of the Currency Coinage and Legal Tender 
(Amendment) Law, 1954 (No. 51—1954) of Jamaica, legal tender 
status in Jamaica will be conferred on currency notes issued by the 
Board of Commissioners of Currency, British Caribbean Territories 
(Eastern Group). 

No. 5: The Factories Ordinance, provides legislative means for 
protecting the health, safety and welfare of workers in industrial under- 
takings. The Ordinance replaces the Factories Ordinance, 1943 (No. 20 
of 1943) and amendments thereof and substitutes provisions based on 
a model Ordinance drawn up for the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

No. 9 : The Summary Conviction Offences (Amendment) Ordinance, 
increases the jurisdiction of Magistrates in offences of larceny, embezzle- 
ment, receiving and obtaining by false pretences from cases involving 
‘a subject matter of twenty-four dollars value to the same involving a 
subject matter not exceeding one hundred dollars in value. Penalties 
shave also been increased. 

No. 11 : The Lepers Ordinance, provides for the proper control and 
care of Lepers. The Ordinance is based on the Leper Act (Cap. 110) of 
the Leeward Islands. 

No. 13: The Prevention of Crime (Offensive Weapons) Ordinance, 
prohibits the carrying of offensive weapons in public places and so 
seeks to reduce the incidence of crimes of violence. 

No. 15: The Roads Ordinance, repeals and replaces the Roads 
Ordinance, 1949 (No. 11 of 1949). Most of the provisions of the 1949 
Ordinance have been replaced, but the Central Road Authority which 
existed under the 1949 Ordinance has been abolished and the duties 
and powers of that Authority are now vested in the Superintendent of 
Works. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The Colony is divded into three Magisterial Districts. District I and 
II consist of the islands of St. Vincent and Bequia. District III consists 
of the islands of Union, Mayreau and Canouan. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Districts I 
and JI, the second being the Magistrate of District III, and the third 
being the Additional Magistrate of the Colony. 

The local system of law enforced by the Colony falls under the two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by legislation, etc., and the 
common law of England. 


The Supreme Court 


(a) Original Jurisdiction : The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England, 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided 
for by local legislation. An appeal from this Court lies to the 
West Indian Court of Appeal and thence to the Privy Council 
Committee. 


(6) Summary Jurisdiction : The Court hears and determines without 
a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of a legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, in 
which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount or value does 
not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possession 
where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this Court 
lies to the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court of 
Appeal. 

(c) Criminal Jurisdiction : In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, mis- 
demeanours and offences committed in the Colony or within 
three miles of any of the shores of the Colony ; and of all 
treasons, felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to be 
tried and determined in the Court under and by any Imperial 
Statute now or hereafter to be passed for the purpose. 
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Harvesting Arrowroot at Richmond Vale in the North-West of St. Vincent 





Clifton, Port of Entry, Union Island, Southern Grenadines 





New Water Tank under construction 
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Girls High School, Kingstown 





St. Vincent Nurses leaving their Hostel for the Colonial Hospital 





Weighing bananas for shipment 
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The Magistrates’ Court 


(a) 
(6) 


Criminal Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines all 
complaints or informations for summary offences. 


Civil Jurisdiction : The Court determines all actions of contrat or 
tort other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed or 
value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account 
or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of contract not 
more than £20 and in the case of actions of tort not more than 
£10 ; for damages for detention of, and/or for the recovery of 
any chattel or thing which is not more than £20 and in cases for 
the recovery of possession where the value does not exceed £20 ; 
and generally in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any 
law expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An 
appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the Supreme Court 
in its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 


Organisation and Establishment 


The most important change in the establishment of the Police Force 
was the approval for the creation of a new post of Deputy Chief of 
Police which we filled towards the end of 1955. This Officer, however, 
did not assume duties before the end of the year. 

Towards the latter part of 1955, the Chief of Police passed over 
control of fire fighting, training, and transport to the Assistant Super- 
intendent of Police. 

The remaining branches of the Force are under the direct control of 
the Chief of Police. 

The authorised establishment and strength as at 31st December, 
1955 is as set out below : 


Establishment Strength 
Chief of Police . : 
Deputy Chief of Police : 
Assistant Supe EDaa of Police . 
Inspector. ; 
Sub-Inspectors 
Station Sergeants 
Sergeants : 
Corporals 
Constables 
Women Police Constable 
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Apart from the creation of the post of Deputy Chief of Police, there 
was an increase of three Corporals. The question of a substantial 
increase in the establishment of the Force has now become a matter of 
extreme urgency as the Force has from time to time taken on extra 
duties for which no provisions have been made. One non-commissioned 
officer and three men are now fully engaged in immigration duties, 
three new police posts employing five men have been opened, and a 
Police Marine branch established. 

Lieut-Colonel S. A. Anderson, formerly of the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force, took over command of the Force on the 9th September 1954. 


Health 

An average of approximately 10 days per man was lost through 
sickness. This may appear a high average, but the majority of it was 
accounted for by some four members of the Force, one of whom spent 
the entire year of 1955 in hospital. 


Discipline 

The disciplinary charges brought amounted to a little over one for 
every two men. There is every reason to believe that there will be a 
decrease in the incidence of charges. 


Recruiting and Training 

In 1955, recruits were given a fairly comprehensive training course, 
but training facilities are very limited. 

With the plans for the Regional Training School in Barbados nearing 
finality, the training of recruits will be passed into more capable hands 
and there can be no doubt whatsoever that this will make a valuable 
contribution to small Forces. 

Instruction has been given in First Aid and Life Saving during the 
period under review; several members of the Force have qualified. 


Accommodation 

The accommodation at Police Headquarters is still cramped and 
unsatisfactory but it was hoped that in a short while the building now 
occupied by the Senior Customs Officer would be vacated, and become 
available for Police purposes. There is sufficient space in it for the 
offices of the Chief of Police, the Finger-print Branch, Criminal Records 
Office, and Immigration. 

During 1954, a new Police Station was erected at Sandy Bay, and 
during 1955 another new Station was erected at Questelles. A Police 
post was also established at Canouan. These have long been needed. 


Immigration 

The Police are still responsible for the immigration service. The 
total number of immigrants was 5,267 and the total number of 
emigrants 5,934. 
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Towards the end of 1955, the number of persons migrating to the 
United Kingdom increased, and in November, 37 left ; this was the 
highest monthly total up to the end of 1955. The total for the year 
was 190 as follows : 


Students . : ; ; 33 
Persons Sekine employment : . 134 
Visitors . : : 23 

190 


This trek incidentally has begun to take some effect in the Force, 
three members having tendered their resignation for this purpose. 


Traffic Branch 


The taking-over of the collection of Revenue for miscellaneous 
licences has not yet been done, but the Treasury has agreed to do so as 
soon as it is found convenient. There is no doubt that members of 
this branch have been performing clerical duties instead of controlling 
traffic. Towards the latter part of 1954, a part-time Courtesy Squad 
was established and these men have made a valuable contribution to 
traffic control. The number of vehicles brought into the island is ever 
increasing. 

The standard of driving has somewhat improved. There were no 
fatal acide in 1955 ; 63 accidents were reported and 45 persons 
injured. 

The numbers of vehicles for the years 1954 and 1955 are as follows : 


1954 1955 
Private Cars . : ’ . : 287 299 
Hired Cars. : : ‘ ; 64 68 
Trucks... . : : : 169 173 
Buses. ; : . : : 82 92 
Jeeps. é ‘ : ‘ 30 36 
Motor Cycles : ; ; : 63 72 
Hearses . P ; P : 2 2 
Trailers ? : . : ‘ 9 11 
Tractors : . ; : : 14 15 

720 768 


The number of traffic offences recorded was 315. 


Transport 

The following vehicles were attached to the Department: one 
Bedford van, two Land Rovers, three motor-cycles and 17 pedal cycles. 
There is need for an increase in transport. In 1955 an inboard engine 
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was purchased for a small row boat and later a launch was attached to 
i department. These two boats have been most welcome additions to 
the Force. 


Fire Brigade 

The Police are responsible for maintaining fire-fighting services. 
They have in the past rendered good service but an increase in the 
Force to facilitate the establishment of a small full-time Police Fire 
Brigade is desirable. 

There were five serious fires involving the loss of property valued at 
$179,252.67. 

The Volunteer Fire Brigade has been increased to some 60 
civilians and they have always given excellent service. 


Auxiliary Police 

The Auxiliary Police Force now has an establishment of 73. These 
men are exceedingly keen. There is every reason to feel that in due 
course this body will be developed into a well-knit organisation provid- 
ing a valuable reserve in cases of emergency. 


Police Band 

The Police Band is now much improved and the public are always 
clamouring for their services. There can be little doubt that the Band 
has done much to improve relations between the Police and the public. 


Policewoman 

The Policewoman is now on the establishment of the Force and has 
been rendering useful service, particularly at school crossings and in 
the investigation of cases of offences against females and small children. 


Communications 


Survey tests were conducted by Pye Ltd., and a 15 Watt V.H.F. fixed 
Station established and one mobile unit installed in a Land Rover. 


Courses of Instruction 

During 1955, one Inspector attended a course at the Metropolitan 
Police Training School, Hendon. A Police Constable, attached to the 
Immigration Branch, attended a course in Trinidad. It is the desire of 
the present Police Administration to see more courses made available. 


Crime 

During the period under review steps have been taken to set up a 
proper Criminal Investigation Department. Formerly, crime investigat- 
ions, criminal records, finger-print and photography were all done by 
the same staff, the result being that while the photographer was engaged 
in some painstaking piece of work he might be called off to investigate 
a case. 
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The department is now divided into two : 

(a) Crime, 

(6) Criminal Record Office, which includes finger-print, photo- 
graphy and statistics. 


Crimes are now given more attention, and a proper recording system 
on the pattern of that used at the Criminal Record Office, New Scotland 
Yard, is being built up. 

There are now 3,878 Criminal Record Office files on record and 
1,348 finger-prints in the main collection. Photographs of all persons 
sentenced to prison are taken. The Police photographer does his best, 
but is compelled to work under conditions which are not ideal. It is 
hoped that approval will be obtained for him to be sent on a course at 
an early date, and funds to facilitate the proper setting up of a studio 
made available. 

The incidence of crime continued to be high. In 1955, of a total of 
4,430 reports investigated by the Police, charges were brought in 2,657 
cases. Three hundred and sixty-nine were still under investigation at 
the close of the year and 1,404 were closed. 

A total of 3,151 persons were apprehended or summoned. One 
hundred and seventeen were proceeded against in the higher Courts 
and 56 convicted. Three thousand and thirty-four were proceeded 
against in the Magistrates’ Court and 2,170 convicted. Two thousand 
two hundred and fifty-six persons all told were found guilty, including 
325 for crimes against the person, 66 for crimes against property with 
violence, 728 for crimes against property without violence, 214 for 
traffic offences and 922 for minor offences. Three murders were reported 
and conviction secured, two youths found guilty were ordered to be 
detained during the Queen’s pleasure, three were executed. Eleven other 
persons were sentenced to three years’ imprisonment or over, 24 for one 
year and under three, 57 for periods of six months and under one year 
and 137 others for lesser periods. One thousand, one hundred and forty- 
nine persons were fined and 199 cautioned or otherwise disposed of. 


Sports 

Members of the Force have been provided with amenities for sports 
and recreation within limited resources. A number of stations have been 
supplied with radios. An athletic team was sent to Trinidad and 
Grenada to participate in meetings and acquitted themselves with 
distinction. 

The Police cricket team won the local junior cricket tournament. 

The Police male choir came first in the Christmas Carols competition. 

The men are very keen and their recent achievements have done 
much to enhance the prestige of the Force. 


Coroner 
Nine deaths were investigated by the Police and reports, together 
with statements, forwarded to the Coroner. Six inquests were held. 
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LOCAL FORCES 
Cadet Corps 
The St. Vincent Grammar School Cadet Corps comprised two 
Officers and 50 boys. 
The Corps continued to progress, and the boys are now undergoing 
training for the Certificate A. 


PRISONS 


The Superintendent of Prisons, as Head of the Prisons’ Department, 
is the officer directly responsible to see that rules and regulations, as 
laid down in the Prison Rules, are strictly adkered to. In the absence of 
the Superintendent, the Senior Staff Officer assumes this responsibility. 

The post of Senior Staff Officer was filled in May 1954, as a result of 
the transfer of an officer from the Clerical Branch of the Civil Service. 

In July 1954, Captain N. H. Gonsalves of the St. Lucia Prisons re- 
placed Mr. C. J. Anderson as Superintendent. Mr. Anderson went on 
transfer to St. Lucia. The other changes in the establishment for 1954 
were as follows : 

One Ist Class Officer was transferred to the Land and House Tax 
Department in May, and in consequence, one 2nd Class Officer was 
promoted to Ist Class, one 3rd Class to the 2nd Class, and the vacated 
3rd Class post was filled by a newly recruited officer to the Service. 

A 3rd Class Officer was also transferred to the Agricultural Depart- 
ine June, and again a newly recruited officer filled the vacancy 
cau: 

The resignation of one 3rd Class Officer in June, while on leave in 
Trinidad, also necessitated a further new recruitment to the Service. 

Changes for 1955 in the establishment were as follows : 

Two officers were discharged for offences against prison Discipline 
and replaced. 

One officer was taken on to perform the duties of inter alia male 
nurse at the Prisons. 

The Assistant Matron of the Female Prison was dismissed for offences 
against prison discipline and replaced. 

The Staff at the end of 1955 comprised : 

Superintendent ; 
Senior Staff Officer 

Chief Prison Officer 

Principal Officer . 

1st Class Officers . 

2nd Class Officers 

3rd Class Officers . 

Matron (Female Prison) 
Assistant Matron (Female Prison) . 


Total 
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Year Males Females Juveniles —" Fotal 
1954. 112:13 3-92 1-02 117-07 
1955 z 113-55 3-48, _ 117-03 


The above comparative table of the daily average population indicates 
a negligible difference between 1954 and 1955. 


An Ordinance to amend the Juvenile Ordinance, cited as the Juvenile 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1954 (No. 39 of 1954) was enacted by the 
Legislative Council, and came into force on the 2nd of November 
1954. This Ordinance provides that ‘“‘ a Juvenile shall not be sentenced 
by any Court to imprisonment whether with or without Hard Labour 
for any offence or be committed to prison in default of payment of any 
fine, damages or cost.” As a result, there were no admittances of 
juveniles to prison in 1955. 

The standard of discipline has improved. This becomes obvious as a 
result of the few cases being brought before the Superintendent for 
violations against Prison Rules and Regulations. 

Health generally was of a high standard. A more attractive and 
balanced diet was introduced in January 1955. 


The prisoners were employed as follows : 


(a) Agriculture at the Ottley Hall Prison Farm. (This occupation 
takes care of a high percentage of the Prison labour force). 

(6) Tailoring. 

(c) Shoemaking. 

(d) Baking and Cooking. 

(e) Carpentry. 

(f) Masonry. 

(g) Machine Stone Crushing. 

(A) Concrete Blockmaking. 

(i) Cleaning. 


During the latter part of 1955, the stone crusher went out of order, 
and as a result work had to be stopped. The percentage of the prison 
population employed at this crusher was diverted to agriculture. The 
necessary repairs were being undertaken by the Public Works Depart- 
ment, and work should be resumed very early in 1956. 

For good conduct and industry, a prisoner earns up to 25 cents per 
month, which may be increased at the discretion of the Superintendent. 

From January 1955, remission was changed from one-fourth to one- 
third of sentence. 

Government contemplates establishing a full-time Probation Officer 
who is to perform the work of after-care for ex-prisoners. 
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PUBLIC WORKS 


In 1954, the work in connection with the extension of the Girls’ High 
School and the Colonial Hospital was completed. Two new police 
stations were built, one at Sandy Bay and the other at Questelles. 

General repairs and reconstruction were commenced at the building 
of the Fort Institutions, with a view to using the buildings to accom- 
modate the Prison population, while at Canouan (Grenadines) a new 
administration building was erected. 

The erecting of a new Customs Warehouse and a new jetty was under- 
taken, while a new fish and meat market was completed before the end 
of 1954, A new Central Arrowroot Factory was also completed. 

Two new schools were built during 1954, one at Lowmans and the 
other at Biabou ; in 1955, another was erected at Richland Park. These 
were built from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. The Dorset- 
shire Hill school was also extended with a grant from Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare funds. 

During 1955, a new Treasury building was erected, and the Post 
Office, Government Office and Public Works Department were enlarged 
and renovated at a total cost of $70,000. An $18,000 building to be 
used as offices for the three Ministers was started and should be com- 
pleted early in 1956. Other small building works included a wireless 
repeater station and a mortuary for the Tuberculosis Hospital. 

The heavy seas caused by the Hurricane ‘‘ Janet ” did a fair amount 
of damage to the waterfront in Kingstown and also at Layou, 
Barrouallie and Port Elizabeth in Bequia. The jetties at Barrouallie 
and Layou were badly damaged and the one at Young’s Island was 
washed away. 

The seaplane ramp at Villa was completely destroyed, and a new 
one was built. 

The cost of repairs amounted to $45,600 up to the end of 1955. 
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Chapter 11: Communications 


SHIPPING 


There has not yet been a full-scale resumption of the regular steamship 
passenger and cargo services to and from the Colony. Occasional 
cargo calls, however, continued to be made by vessels of the Canadian 
National and Alcoa Steamship Lines. These offer limited passenger 
accommodation, which is supplemented by periodic visits from ships 
of other lines both northbound and southbound. In addition north- 
bound and southbound calls are made throughout the year by smaller 
motor vessels operating between Barbados, the Windward Islands and 
the Netherlands West Indies. 


AIR 


The St. Vincent Air Service continued to operate with Grumman 
amphibian aircraft, connecting St. Vincent, Barbados, Grenada and 


ROADS 


During 1954, improvements along the Leeward Highway were 
carried out by widening several corners and building retaining walls. 
The oiling and reconstruction of the three-mile Buccament road was 
completed in 1955, and in the Marriaqua Valley the oiling and re- 
conditioning of the three-mile Yambou-Peruvian Vale Road was 
undertaken and was almost completed at the close of the year. 

Work in connection with the damage done by the rain storm of 1954 
was carried out in 1955 at a cost of $160,000. In this connection the 
following retaining walls were built : three at Evesham, one at West- 
wood, six at Port Charlotte, three at Bois Wood and six on the Wind- 
ward Coast. 

A new bridge of 110 feet span was built over the Argyle River. This 
oa” replaced one destroyed by the rain storm of 1954, cost 

Plans are being made to cut a trans-insular road, linking up the 
Richmond area, on the Leeward coast, with Georgetown on the Wind- 
ward coast, a distance of 24 miles. 

At the end of 1955, there were 63 miles of oiled roads, 37 miles 


metalled and 3103 miles earthen. About 120 miles are motorable all 
through the year. 


POSTS 
The Colony is served by 27 Post Offices. Apart from the General 
Post Office, there are 10 Money Order and Parcel Offices, the remain- 
ing 16 being small offices for the sale of stamps and distribution and 
receipt of ordinary and registered letters. 
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There is no postal telegraph service, telegrams being sent through 
the local branch of Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Limited. 

During 1954 a total of 924,413 postal articles was dealt with. 

The sum of $68,751 was collected during 1955 for Import Duty on 
parcels, as against $64,308 in 1954. 

Stamp sales in 1955 amounted to $91,433. 


TELEPHONES 


A scheme for the installation of a new telephone plant has been 
forwarded to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a request for 
a Colonial Development and Welfare grant, and it is hoped that 
‘approval will be obtained before the end of 1956. The proposed system 
will be manually operated and is estimated to cost $800,000. The 
present plant is on its last legs and applications for new subscribers 
cannot be entertained. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and. 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 


The Vincentian, the local newspaper, is published weekly, while 
Challenge, government-sponsored, is published bi-monthly. 


BROADCASTING 


_ Radio St. Vincent, which was established on an amateur basis in 
1953, has received Government sponsorship and now broadcasts a 
regular weekly programme on Sundays that includes musical items, 
quiz programmes, interviews, talks, items of news, and church services. 
During the hurricane season Radio St. Vincent put on a daily service 
and broadcast weather reports and other announcements. 


FILMS 


There are three commercial cinemas. The films are imported from the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


A Public Relations Officer was appointed in April 1954. He has been 
responsible for keeping the public informed about the policies, actions 
and achievements of the Government. The Public Relations Officer is 
also Editor of Challenge. 


PART III 


Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


Tue island of St. Vincent is situated in the Caribbean Sea, between 
longitudes 61°7’ and 61°17’ west and latitudes 13° 7’ and 13°23’ north. 
Its total area, including its Grenadines dependencies, is about 150 
square miles. 

The main island is about 133 square miles in area, with a maximum 
length of 18 miles and width of 11 miles. It is roughly elliptical in shape, 
with ‘its long axis approximately north-south. A backbone of thickly 
wooded mountains extending along the main axis divides the island 
into Windward and Leeward districts. The topography is very broken, 
and numerous spurs run down in irregular ridges from the axial range 
to the sea. 

The population is now about 75,600 and is increasing at the rate of 
24 per cent per annum. 

The climate is healthy. The dry season runs from January to April, 
and the wet season from May to December. From December to April 
the weather is cooler and more pleasant. The annual range of 
temperature usually varies from 64°F. to 89°F. with a maximum seldom 
over 90°F.-in the shade. 

The rainfall at the Botanic Gardens, where records have been kept 
for the longest period, was 121-61 inches in 1954—16-62 inches more 
than the total fall for 1953, and 21-22 inches more than the 60 years’ 
average of 100-39 inches for the period 1894-1953. The total rainfall for 
1955 was 84:05 inches. 

_ The highest reading of the barometer in 1954 was 30-054 inches 
recorded on 9th February, and for 1955, 30-049 inches recorded on 24th 
January and 9th April. The lowest readings were 29-734 inches recorded 
on 5th October, 1954 and 29-716 inches recorded on 22nd September, 
1955. 

At the Kingstown Station the mean monthly temperature was 79-8°F. 
for 1954 and 80-1°F. for 1955. 

On the 22nd September 1955 a hurricane code named “‘ Janet ”’ was 
located around the area and reported travelling in the direction of St. 
Vincent ; fortunately, it changed its course, but Barbados, Grenada 
and Carriacou received the full force of the blast. Locally, extensive 
damage was done to the coastal roads and to shipping by the very 
high seas which followed in its wake. 
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Chapter 2: History 


St. Vincent was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January, 1498, and named it after the 
Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed away, 
leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second decade of 
the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure origin survived. 
The most interesting remains of this primitive people are the stone 
axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the Kingstown Library, 
and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar engravings which 
are to be found in different parts of the island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King Charles I 
to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. The French 
also had claims on the island, holding that it was included in the grant 
made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc in 1626. They were 
however content not to press their claims so long as the island was not 
formally occupied by the British. Small numbers of adventurers of 
both countries risked settling among the Caribs ; the French were the 
more numerous and the more successful at winning Carib friendship. 
Settlements were made along the Leeward Coast in places which still 
bear French names, and it was the French who first settled where the 
‘capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and English 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 

Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived to 
make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged themselves 
subjects of the King of England. In order to strengthen his claim 
under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian islands (St. 
Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in his Governor’s 
commission in 1672. 

In 1675 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the Grena- 
dines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried with the 
local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known as the 
ae Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or Yellow 
Caribs. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
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the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton ; and St. 
Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 

Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, it 
was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. But 
European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their land: 
to the settlers. This. roused Carib, suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to subdue 
them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major objects of 
the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 17th February, 
1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sovereignty without 
reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance and ceded a 
large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but they retained a large 
measure of self-government and the districts they kept were secured in 
perpetuity to them and their posterity. 

During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was captured 
by the French in June, 1779; but the island was restored to the 
British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke out 
again between England and France ; and in March, 1795, aided by the 
French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor Hugues, the 
Tepresentative of the National Convention in Guadeloupe, the Caribs 
broke out from their reservations and for a time threatened to master 
the whole island. Early in the fighting their leader, Chatoyer, was 
killed in single combat with Major Alexander Leith, but this had little 
effect on the course of the war. Three regiments had arrived in Septem- 
ber, 1795, but it was not until June, 1796, when Sir Ralph Abercromby 
came with further reinforcements, that the Caribs were finally subdued. 
The majority of the Caribs on surrendering were deported to the island 
of Roatan in the Bay of Honduras. 

After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters to 
convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land instead of 
the sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satisfactory road 
between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and Kingstown, and 
constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 250 feet long. 
But the planters were in difficulties ; their properties had been ravaged 
in the disturbances and they were in debt. And in 1812 Soufriere 
** erupted with such force as to blow away its summit and devastate the 
greater part of the island.”’ Most of the coffee and cocoa trees were 
destroyed and the sugar crop ruined. 

In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the eco- 
nomic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished in 
1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to the 
masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves were 
liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the production of 
sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to work for low 
wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent and to acquire 
lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John 
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Campbell, wrote about them : “As a general rule they possess, beyond 
all reasonable question, most of the essential elements of progress, and 
in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence and quickness of per- 
ception sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to better their condition.” 

Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Maderia to work on the estates, 
and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived for the same 
purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians are now well 
respected members of the island community. 

In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar fell and 
a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the century. 
Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great calamity in the 
hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people and damaged many 
buildings. This was followed four years later by a disastrous volcanic 
eruption, which devastated the northern part of the island. These 
disasters shook the morale of the people, who for some time after 
seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic attitude. 

At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to ameliorate 
the condition of the people by the introduction of a peasant land 
settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agricultural school was 
established, which functioned for twelve years. In 1903, Sir Daniel 
Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies, introduced 
the growing of Sea Island cotton. But the most profitable product 
of the Colony is arrowroot, which was introduced after 1834. 

Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely responsible 
for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a co-educational 
secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. But unfortun- 
ately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera in 1854 led to 
the closing of the secondary school and most of the primary schools 
in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary and secondary edu- 
cation were established on a sound basis and a resident inspector of 
schools was appointed. In 1922 Government decided to award 
biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at any university in the 
British Empire. ; 

Much has changed in the last fifty years; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid and 
the assistance given under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act, 
which has already brought improvements, inter alia, in agriculture, 
sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. 

The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administration 
of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also passed 
in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and partly 
nominated Boards with an elected majority. 





Chapter 3: Administration 
CONSTITUTION 


The Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. 
In 1867 the constitution was found no longer suited to the altered 
circumstances of the Colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
was created, composed of 12 members—3 ex officio, 3 nominated by 
the Crown and 6 elected by the people. 

This constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the local 
Legislature, and until December, 1924, the Legislative Council con- 
sisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed by 
the Crown. 

By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by an Order 
in Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative Council 
was constituted, consisting of the Governor, 3 ex officio members, 
1 nominated official member, 1 nominated unofficial member and 
3 elected members. The island was divided into three electoral 
districts, each returning one elected member. It was provided that 
an election should take place every three years, and elections under 
this constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 1931. 

A new Legislative Council for the Colony of St. Vincent was con- 
stituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th October, 
1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 3 elected and 
1 nominated to 5 elected and 3 nominated members, while the official 
membership was reduced to two in number. The Colony was divided 
into five electoral districts, the Grenadines for the first time being 
constituted a district. 

A new constitution was given to the Colony by Order in Council 
dated Ist August, 1951. This provided for a Legislative Council 
consisting of the Administrator, two ex officio members, three nomin- 
ated members and eight elected members. The boundaries of the 
electoral districts were re-defined, as closely as possible, on a popula- 
tion basis. This increased representation, allowing for a clear unofficial 
majority, was accompanied by a grant of the franchise to all persons 
attaining the age of 21 years. The first elections under this constitution 
took place on 15th October, 1951. This constitution was in force 
throughout the period under report although it was anticipated that 
early in 1956 a new constitution incorporating a ministerial system of 
government would be introduced. During the period under review 
there was an Executive Council consisting of two or, if the Governor 
was present in the Executive Council, three ex officio members, one 
member, being a person holding a public office in the island, styled the 
official member, and one member, being a nominated member of the 
Legislative Council, styled the nominated member, both of whom were 
appointed by the Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal of the 
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Island, and three members, being elected by the Legislative Council 
from among its elected members, and styled the elected members. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in Part II, Chapter 9. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


Government employees at the end of 1954 numbered 1,195, excluding 
daily paid workers and casual employees. 


Training courses for junior clerical officers were held in 1954 and 
1955. 


Local Government 

Town Boards exist in Kingstown, the capital, in Georgetown, 
Calliaqua, Layou, Barrouallie and Chateaubelair. In the island of 
Bequia which was declared a “ district ” in 1955, under the provisions 
of the Local Government Ordinance, 1951, the Bequia District Council 
has been constituted a Local Authority for the whole island. There are 
two Village Councils in Marriaqua and Troumaca. 

No person shall be qualified to be an elected member of a local 
authority unless he is a British subject of full age, can read and write 
the English language, is not a lunatic, and is a resident of the district 
for which he seeks election. The literacy qualification is not required 
in the case of an elector. 

A local authority consists of such members, being not more than nine, 
as the Governor-in-Council may determine, provided that there is a 
majority of elected members. The present Authorities consist of six 
persons each, four of whom are elected. 


Kingstown Board. The Kingstown Board is a body corporate consist- 
ing of eight persons, all of whom are elected members. The term of office 
is limited to two years, but members are eligible for re-election. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


British Imperial standard weights and measures are in use in the 
Colony and the Police are Inspectors of Weights and Measures. 


Chapter 5: Reading List 
Admiralty Charts, No. 791, 1908 ; No. 501, 1932. 


ANDERSON, R. M. (editor) The St. Vincent Handbook. Sth edition. 
Kingstown, ‘ Vincentian ” Office, 1938 


Annual Register Vol. 16, 1773 (pages 83-92). 


Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Charibbs and the 
sale of land in the island of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 1773. 


BRISBANE, SIR CHARLES. Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, 
Governor of St. Vincent, to the House of Assembly of that colony 
. . . enclosing certain bills for meliorating the condition of, and for 
emancipating the slave population of the colony. 1826. 
Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B., Governor of 
St. Vincent to the House of Assembly of that colony enclosing Lord 
Bathurt’s despatch of the 9th July, with the joint reply of the Council 
and Assembly ; and a letter depicting alarm and danger excited by 
the insurrection in Demarara. 1823. 


Burns, Sir ALAN. History of the British West Indies. Allen and Unwin, 
1954. : 


Ear_e, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines. 
Kingstown, 1924. 


HiGcuam, C. S. S. The development of the Leeward Islands under the 
Restoration, 1660-1688. Cambridge University Press, 1921. 


Muscravg, T. B. C. Historical sketch of the colony of St. Vincent. 
Kingstown, 1891. 

PARES, RICHARD. War and Trade in the West Indies, 1739-1763. Oxford 
University Press, 1936. 


RaGatz, L. J. The fall of the Planter Class in the British Caribbean, 
1763-1833. New York, Century Publishers, 1928. 


SHEPHARD, CHARLES. An Historical Sketch of the island of St. Vincent. 
London, Nicol, 1831. 


UrinG, NATHANIEL. A relation of the late intended settlement of the 
islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent in America ; in right of the 
Duke of Montagu and under His Grace’s direction and orders in 
the year 1722. London, J. Peele, 1725. 


YounG, Sir W. Account of the black Charaibs in the island of St. 
Vincent, with. the Charaib treaty of 17179 (sic 1773) and other 
original documents compiled from the papers of the late Sir W. Y. 
1795. 


The following is a list of the main reports and memoranda published 
in the Colony. A separate list of Government publications available 
for sale to the public is given at Appendix VII. 
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AGRICULTURE 


Agricultural Credit 

Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. Roprnson). 

Report on an Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of the 
Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 

Report on Agricultural Credit Societies, St. Vincent, by A. L. JoLLy, 
roar ae in Economics, Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, 

Trini 


Agricultural Policy 

Memorandum of an Agricultural Policy for St. Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Development Board and adopted 
by the Legislative Council, 1946). 


Agricultural Staff 
Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. ROBINSON). 


Land Settlement 
Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Livestock Policy 
Memorandum (1949), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (M. A. G. 
HANSCHELL). 


. Marketing of Local Produce 
Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. Rosmson). 


Processing 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Rosinson), on Arrowroot Research. 

Report, by A. R. WILLIAMSON, on the Organisation, Technique and 
Equipment of the Arrowroot Indusiry in Saint Vincent, together 
with recommendations for its future. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Co-operative Factories. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (Cc. K. 
ROBINSON), on Government Cotton Ginneries. 

Report, by P. W. Briccs, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward and 
Windward Islands and Barbados—\8th March-17th September. 


Soil Conservation 
Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 
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CENSUS 

Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the Saint 
Vincent Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the Saint Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


CIVIL SERVICE 

Report (1944) of Committee, under the chairmanship of K. W. BLACK- 
BURNE, A istrative Secretary to the Comptroller for Develop- 
ment and Welfare in the West Indies, on questions of staffing of 
Government Departments and of Salaries of Civil Servants in Saint 
Vincent. 

Report (1948), of Committee on revision of salaries of Government 
employees, and of wages of Government labourers. 


Civil Service List, 1949 (Revised as at 1st July, 1949). 


COMMUNICATIONS 
Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. BEARD, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 
Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improvements. 
Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean 
Area, held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in Barbados in July, 1947. 
Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public Works 
(G. A. GRANT), on a Ten-Year Road Construction Scheme for 
Saint Vincent. 


DEVELOPMENT 


A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited by 
BERNARD GiBBs, Government Secretary, under the direction of 
R. H. GARVEY, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of Saint Vincent. 


ECONOMICS 
Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942, by 
FREDERICK BENHAM, sometime Economic Adviser to the Comp- 
troller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 
Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, by FREDERICK 
BENHAM. 


EDUCATION 
Memorandum (1943), by S. A. HAMMOND, Educational Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies, on 
Education in St. Vincent. 
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Memorandum (1946), on Suggestions for a School-Building Programme, 
by the Education Officer (J. W. FORREST). 


FISHING INDUSTRY 
Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent and the 
St. Vincent Grenadines, by H. H. Brown, Director of Fishery 
Investigations in the British West Indies. 


FORESTRY 
Report (1944) on Forestry in St. Vincent, by the Conservator of Forests, 
Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. S. BEARD, 
Assistant Conservator. 


GEOLOGY 
A Geological Investigation at the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
A. SENN, Geologist attached to the British Union Oil Co. Ltd., 
Barbados. 
The Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines, by 
KENNETH W. EARLE. 


HEALTH 
Proposals for a Policy for the Medical Department, St. Vincent, 
particularly in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the 
Senior Medical Officer (W. L. Wess). 
Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by L. J. CHARLES, 
Malariologist, Leeward-Windward Islands. 


HOUSING 

Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken 
in St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer 
(W. L. Wess). 

Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 
(1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN, Town Planning Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. 
Vincent (1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES 
Memorandum (1946) on Electricity Supply and proposed Hydro-Electric 
Development in St. Vincent, by GEORGE RoppAM, Hydraulic and 
Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 
Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by GEORGE 
RODDAM. 


Reading List 55 


Report, by C. J. KerrH, General Superinteadent of Plant, Trinidad 
Consolidated Telephones, Ltd., on survey of the Saint Vincent 
Telephone System, carried out 16th-30th March, 1945. 

Report (May, 1946), by PREECE, CARDEW and Riper, Consulting 
Engineers to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, on the Saint 
Vincent Telephone System. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands by T. S. 
SIMEY, sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by D. IBBERSON, Sociat Welfare 
Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies. 


UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable, if in print, from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


British Dependencies in the Caribbean and North Atlantic, 1939-1952. 
Cmd. 8575, 1952. 


at Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 
1947, 


Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, 11th September to 19th September, 1947. 


Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 9d. Part II : Proceedings. Colonial 
No. 218, 1948. 


Report of the British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Committee, 
1948-49. Colonial No. 255, 1950. 


Report of the Commission on the Unification of the Public Services in the 
British Caribbean Area. Colonial No. 254, 1950. 


Report of the Commission on the Establishment of a Customs Union in 
the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. Colonial No. 268, 1951. 


Report by the Conference on West Indian Federation held in London in 
April, 1953. Cmd. 8837, 1953. 


A Plan for a British Caribbean Federation, agreed by the Conference 
on West Indian Federation, London, April, 1953. Cmd. 8895, 1953. 


West India Royal Commission Report. Cmd. 6607, 1945. Out of print. 
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Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 
1940-42. Colonial No. 184, 1943. 
1943-44. Colonial No. 189, 1945. Out of print. 
1945-46. Colonial No. 212, 1947. 
1947-49. Colonial No. 264, 1950. 
1950 Colonial No. 269, 1951. 
1951 Colonial No. 282, 1952. 
1952 Colonial No. 291, 1953. 
1953 Colonial No. 310, 1954. 
Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. Out of print. 


West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Forestry and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. ENGLEDow. Cmd. 6608, 
1945. 


Report on Production of Fish in the Colonial Empire, by Dr. C. F. 
HICKLING. Colonial No. 300, 1954. 

An Economic Survey of the Colonial Territories, 1951. Vol. 1V: The 
West Indian and American Territories. Colonial No. 281-4, 1953. 


Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1944. 
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APPENDIX III 
CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 


Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 

Boots and Shoes (where 
outer part of uppers is 
made of leather or 
leather and elastic) 

Boots and Shoes (other 

kinds) 

Bread, buiscuits, etc. un- 
sweetened 

Bread, other kinds 


Butter 
Butter substitutes 
Cement 


Cheese 
Cotton piece-goods (value 
60 cents and under per 


yar 

Cotton piece-goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 

Fish, dried 


Flour, wheaten 
Hardware, all kinds 


Hosiery, cotton 


Hosiery, artificial silk over 
14 cents per pair in 


value 
Hosiery, silk (natural) 


Kerosene 

Machinery, agricultural, 
electrical, marine, water 
and sewerage and 
industrial 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1.28 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 

$2.75 per 100 Ib. 

$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 


123 per cent ad 
valorem 
Free 


$1 per 196 Ib. 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 

15 per cent ad 
valorem 


16 per cent ad 
valorem 


30 per cent ad 
valorem 


6 cents per gallon 
10 per cent ad 
valorem 


General 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad 
valorem 
25 per cent ad 
valorem and 72 
cents per pair. 


22 per cent ad 
valorem 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
$2 per 100 lb. 
18 cents per 
100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 


18} per cent ad 
valorem 
5 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1.50 per 196 Ib. 
25 per cent ad 
valorem 
25 per cent 
valorem and 12 
cents per pair 
25 per cent ad 
valorem and 14 
cents per pair 
40 per cent ad 
valorem and 18 
cents per pair 
6 cents per gallon 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 











Articles 
Manures 


Meats, beef and pork 


Metals 


Milk, condensed or pre- 


served 
Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 


Motor-car parts 


Motor-car tyres and tubes 


Appendix III 


Preferential 
Tariff 
Free 
$1 per 100 lb. 
15 per cent ad 
valorem 
$1 per 100 Ib. 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
20 per cent ad 
valorem 
20 per cent ad 
valorem 
20 per cent ad 
valorem 


Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 60 cents per gallon 
similar oils, cotton seed, 


soya bean, etc. 
Oils: Lubricating 
Paints — 
Other 


Motor Spirit, etc. 


Rice 
Soap, fancy 


Soap, common 


Sugar, refined 

Sugar, unrefined 

Tobacco, 
cigars, cigarettes 


Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 
unmanufactured 


Tobacco, 
leaf-black 


Tobacco, leaf, other kinds 


Wood, lumber 


manufactured— 


24 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
20 cents per gallon 
24 cents per gallon 


30 cents per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad 
valorem 
10 per cent ad 


valorem — 


$3 per 100 lb. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
$4 per Ib. 

$4 per lb. 


50 cents per Ib. 


$2 per Ib. 
$2 per 1,000 ft. 
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General 
Tariff 


Free 

$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

224 per cent ad 
valorem 

$2 per 100 Ib. 


$2.50 per 100 Ib. 
30 per cent ad 
_ valorem 
30 per cent ad 
valorem 
30 per cent ad 
valorem 
72 cents per gallon 


35 cents per gallon 
36 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
40 cents per gallon 
50 cents per 100 Ib. 
22 per cent ad 

valorem 
15 per cent ad 

valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 
$2.25 per 100 Ib. 
$5 per Ib. 


$4.80 per Ib. 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2 per Ib. 
$3 per 1,000 ft. 


APPENDIX IV 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE 


RATES AND ALLOWANCES 


On Every Dollar Rate 
$ 

On the first 500 3 cents 

On the next 500 4 cents 
2 99 ” 500 6 cents 
9999 ”° 500 : 8 cents 
Pa er 500 10 cents 
Ser isk. 33 500 14 cents 
45 es BS 500 16 cents 
55 bas. 95. 500 21 cents 
eae os 500 25 cents 
os tags © ou 500 32 cents 
age cat.) os 2,500 38 cents 
9999 ” 2,500 44 cents 
3 BO Ss 2,500 50 cents 
35 e 2,500 60 cents 
Remainder . 65 cents 


Company Tax is at the rate of 37 per centum. 


Tax 


$ 
15-00 
35-00 
65-00 
105-00 
155-00 
225-00 
305-00 
410-00 
535-00 
695-00 
1,645-00 
2,745-00 
3,995-00 
5,495-00 
8,495-00 


APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


Admission to act as a barrister. : : ; . 26 5 
Admission to act as a solicitor . : : é » 15 15 
Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof . 2 
Agreement under hand, when the or a is of the 
value of £5 and not exceeding £2. 
For each additional £25 or part ae, 
Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
teal estate when such purchase or dealing is to be 
carried out by subsequent deed i : 
Agreements not otherwise charged for 
Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value of £10 
a 7 of property where the value does not Sas 
For every additional £50 or part ‘thereof 
Bank cheques 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes up to three days 
sight : 
Bills of entry for goods imported through Post Office 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes other caval 
not exceeding £1 . : : 
Exceeding £1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100 : 
For each additional a or per nereot oeednet £100 
Bills of lading. 
Bills of health 
Bills of sale absolute. 
Bills of sale by way of security . ‘ 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £100 . 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond . : 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not specified . 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when the 
amount or value does not exceed £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
For each additional £50 or part thereof . 
Certificates : 
Of admission to practice as nony : ; é : 3 
Of landing of goods ‘ : : : : 
Of naturalisation . : . : : ; 3 
Of birth, marriage or death 
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Customs ships’ manifests . : 
Customs bills of entry inwards . 
Customs bills of cany for warehousing 
Shipping bill 
Legacies : 
Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed 


For every additional £50 or part thereof 
Licence for marriage 
Mortgage of real property for every £100 or fractional 


part 
Release of mortgage . 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note 
Policy of Insurance—Life : 
For every £100 or part of amount insured . 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc : 
For every payment by way of indemnity 
Power of attorney or substitution . 
Protest of any bill of exchange 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and ‘upwards . 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed £50 
Exceeds £50 and does not exceed £100 : 
For every additional £100 or fractional part 
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Description of Article 





Beer, Ale and Stout 
Butter. - 
Butter Substitutes 
Confectionery 3 
Fish, salted and smoked 
Rice 5 4 
Flour, wheaten 


Milk, condensed, etc 


Tobacco, unmanufactured Black leaf 
Tobacco unmanufactured rt : d 


Cigarettes 
Motor Spirit . 
les 


aan Silk Piece-Goods 
Glassware 
Hardware 
Metals and Manufactures | 





APPENDIX VI 
MAIN IMPORTS, 


1954 





Unit of 
Quantity 


Quantity 


gal. 14,198 

Ib. 80,749 

Ib. 51,726 

Ib. 27,963 

Ib. 27, 

Ib. 575,717 

Ib. 2,116,819 

Ib. 6, 615, °538 

Ib. 42,003 

Ib. 12,805 

Ib. 298,190 

Ib. 19,495 

Ib. 31,747 

Ib. 18,567 

gal. 291,238 

. Ib. 46,063 

. 2 ft. 583,341 
c : doz. pr. 
. ‘ sq. yd. 

: sq. yd. 353,7. 733 


























MAIN EXPORTS, 1954 
Description of Article Unit of Quantity Value 
$ 

Arrowroot 7 8,437,060 1,533,021 
Copra . : 3,421,135 “460,034 
Canava Starch . : 562,386 49,867 
Cotton, Sea Island . 198,525 227,049 
Bananas . 826,426 54,143 
Groundnuts 733,896 154,697 
Mace . ‘ s ‘ : 14,784 10,716 
Nutmegs . zi ; % ‘ 80 247 28,282. 
Potatoes . ; ‘ : 6,538,161 195,501 
Sugar 1,616 296,480 





APPENDIX VII 


GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


Published Price 
Title of Publication or Subscription 
Rate 
Plan of Development, 1946-56 : : $7.20 
Administration Reports, 1947- 1950 Z — 
Ordinances, 1950, 1951, 1952 . $1.20 
Regulations, Orders i in Council etc., 1950, 1951, 
1952 (Bound copy) 60 cents 


Report on Vital Statistics, 1950 and 19 951. — 

Minutes of Legislative Council (2 vols ), 1949-1953 — 

Government Gazette. : ‘ $6.00 per annum 
24 cents per copv 


Administration Reports, 1951 : : ‘ $1.20 
Ordinances, 1953-1954 . $1.20 
Se Rules and Orders, 1953- 1954 (Bound 


py) $1.20 
Ainites of Legislative Council, 1954-1955 
(Bound copy) - : $1.20 


These publications may be purchased from the Crown Agents for 
Oversea Governments and Administrations, 4 Millbank, London, 
S.W.1. 


Printed in Great os under the authority of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 


y Hugh Evans & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool. 
(A3701) Wt.2247)7166. K9. 11/56, H. E. & S. Gp.538 
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PART I 
Review of 1956 and 1957 


THE ministerial system of Government was introduced in March, 
1956, and the Ministries for Trade and Production, Communica- 
tions and Works, and Social Services were created. In September, 
1957, general elections were held, and the new Government was 
formed at the beginning of October. 

An outstanding development of the period has been the rapid 
growth of the banana industry. From a modest start in 1953 exports 
rose in 1956 to 362,945 stems valued at $697,339. and to 1,227,721 
stems valued at $2,640,349 in 1957, when for the first time bananas 
displaced arrowroot as the leading export. Although initially the 
new industry has tended to reduce plantings of arrowroot, cotton 
and other crops, the earnings from bananas have provided a means 
to more efficient farming and will, it is hoped, stimulate production 
generally. 

Great strides have been made in anti-erosion and soil and water 
conservation measures and, though the battle has by no means been 
won, the landscape is rapidly taking on an orderly, well cultivated 
pattern. Other Departments of Agriculture in the Caribbean have 
sent members of their staffs to observe the methods used. 

The use of fertilisers, which long remained inadequate and 
neglected, is now increasing at a quite unexpected rate throughout 
the colony. The phenomenal growth of the banana industry was 
made possible by, among other things, the distribution of fertilisers 
to growers on a credit basis. This has served to spread rapidly 
among the agricultural population an awareness of the immense 
importance of chemical fertilisers. It is gratifying to note that the 
newly formed Cotton Association and the Arrowroot Association 
are purchasing fertilisers in bulk and advancing them to growers. 

During 1956 a 25 per cent. increase in agricultural wages, a 
20 per cent. increase in Civil Service salaries and an increase in pay 
for the lower ranks in the Police Force to bring it up to the rate 
paid in Grenada were approved. The increase in agricultural wages 
threatened to have a serious effect on the arrowroot industry, and 
it was necessary to reduce considerably the export duty on arrowroot 
starch in order to retain arrowroot as an economic crop. 

A long strike by workers in the Mt. Bentinck sugar factory and 
field workers on the Mt. Bentinck sugar estate had a serious effect 
in reducing revenue for 1956. Primary school teachers went on 
strike in support of the Grenada teachers’ demand for higher pay; 
increased salaries were approved in 1957, after an inquiry on a 
Windward Islands basis. 
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4 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 


Revenue (including the grant-in-aid) amounted to $3,228,244 in 
1956 and expenditure amounted to $3,794,934. In 1957 there was 
a small surplus, revenue (including the grant-in-aid) amounting to 
$4,398,982 and expenditure to $4,379,287. 

The campaign started in March, 1955, to eradicate the aedes 
aegypti mosquito (the vector of yellow fever) continued in 1956, as 
did the important yaws campaign. 

St. Vincent was host in July, 1957, to the last meeting of the 
Regional Economic Committee. 

A team of experts led by Mr. A. de K. Frampton, C.M.G., 
visited the island in November, 1957, to draw up a development 
plan with particular regard to agriculture.* 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE SCHEMES 


The following agricultural schemes were continued during 1956 
and 1957: 

D.2847 Camden Park Experiment Station. 
D.2812 Soil Conservation. 

D.2927 Cacao and Coffee Propagation. 
D.2409 Livestock Development. 

D.13E(h) Black Pepper Trials. 

D.2071 Cotton Pests Control. 

D.2063 Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute. 
D.2717(14) Pineapple Trials. 

In addition to the building of new schools to replace small and 
dilapidated buildings, schools have been established for the first 
time in New Sandy Bay, Calder and Park Hill. Under teacher- 
training scheme six teachers have completed the two-year cOwgse at 
Erdiston College, Barbados, and have returned to posts in primaty 
schools; three students are now in training. During 1956-57 three 


teachers have attended courses of study in the United Kingdom. ~ 


Financial assistance has been received for the provision of a reference 
library for the two Government secondary schools. 

A statement showing expenditure on each Colonial Development 
and Welfare scheme in 1956 is given in Appendix I. 


SOUTHERN GRENADINES DEPENDENCY 


The main objective of Government in the period under review was 
the rehabilitation of the 324 houses damaged or destroyed in the 
dependency by hurricane ‘Janet’? on 22nd September, 1955. By the 
end of 1957 this objective was largely achieved. 

Rainfall in 1956 and 1957 was less than in 1954 and 1955, with 
consequent adverse effect on crops and water storage. 

The Governor of the Windward Islands paid his first visit to the 
dependency in October, 1956. 

* Their report was published in 1958. 
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PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


Tue census of April, 1946, showed the population of the edioay to 
be 61,647 (27,901 males and 33,746 females). The estimated popula- 
tion at the end of 1956 was 78, 594 and at the end of 1957, 80,781. 


Racial groups in April, 1946, were as follows: 


Black ; : : : 45,042 
Mixed or Coloured : ‘ : . 12,631 
White : : : : ; 1,906 
East Indian F . : : : 1,817 
Caribs ; ; : ‘ . : 242 
Syrians ; ; : , ; 7 
Not stated : , 2 $ ‘ 2 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 
OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation. The estimated numbers of 
workers in the main industries were as follows: 


Agriculture ; : ‘ : : 14,000 
Manufacturing . 2 ; 2,200 
Building and Road Construction : 3,500 
Transport and Communications . ‘ 750 
Trade and Commerce ; : ; 1,300 
Public and Other Services . ; : 1,500 


Employment is largely seasonal; during the crop season from 
November to May approximately 5,500 persons are employed on 
the 24 large estates and approximately 1,300 in factories processing 
agricultural products. During the slack period from June to October, 
the number of persons employed on the estates is reduced to about 
3,000 and those in factories to less than 100. There is also under-. 
employment throughout the year. 

In 1956, 18 agricultural workers were recruited for farm work in 
the United States of America, compared with 60 in 1957; for the 
first time 15 women were recruited for domestic work in Canada 
in 1957. , , 


6 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 
WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


Agricultural Workers 
Men, $1.20 per day of 8 hours; 
Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours. 


Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.50 per day of 8 hours; 
Women, $1.20 per day of 8 hours. 

Time and a half is paid to agricultural workers for time in excess 
of 8 hours and double time for work done on Sundays and public 
holidays. Time and a half is paid to industrial workers for time in 
excess of 8 hours and for work done on public holidays, and double 
time for work done on Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday, 
August Monday and the Queen’s Birthday. 


Building and Road Construction 
Building: Men $2.40 to $5.00 per day of 8 hours. 


Road: Men, $1.20 to $1.60 per day of 8 hours; 
Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours. 


Transport and Communications 
Men, $12.00 to $15.00 per week (10 hours per day). 


Trade and Commerce 
Men, $11.00 to $20.00 per week and $44.00 to $80.00 per 
month; 


Women, $9.50 to $12.00 per week and $38.00 to $48.00 per 
month. 


Hotel and Personal Services 


Women, $10.00 to $15.00 per month with meals and $18.00 
to $24.00 per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December, 
1957, was 326. The following table shows the figures at the end of 
each month (August, 1939 =100). 

























1 
Year Feb. | Mar.{| Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sep. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. 
1956 312 | 322 | 318 | 318 | 320 | 319 | 320 | 321 | 321 | 320 | 323 
1957 323 | 324 | 327 | 327 | 326 | 324 | 324 | 325 | 327 | 327 | 326 
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The following were the prices of the principal items purchased: 


Unit Average Price Average Price 
item as at as at 

30.6.56 30.6.57 
$c $c 
Bread . 5 ‘ 7 . oz. 1 1.6 
Fresh fish. , 7 ‘ Ib. 24 25 
Meat (beef) . : P ; Ib. 48 54 
Milk 3 j ; pt. 5 6 
Pics (unrefined) . : Ib. 10 10 
Vegetables. : : : Ib. 7t 7 
Rice. . ‘ - Ib. 15 15 
Shirts (working) : é ‘ each 2.64 2.64 
Soap ; : bar 52 52 
Trousers (denim and khaki) . yd. 94 94 
Shoes (leather): Men. : pair 9.24 7.95 
Women 5 pair 6.65. 6.65 
Cotton, white 2 : yard 57 57 
Prints. : : é yard 48 48 

Cigarettes ‘ : . . pack 16-20 16-20 
Tobacco : i . ‘ oz. 14 14 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 
Department of Labour 


The staff at the end of December, 1957, comprised the Labour 
Commissioner, one Labour Inspector and two junior clerks. 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise © 
and review conditions of employment; to ensure the enforcement 
of labour legislation; to investigate all representations made by 
employers and workers with a view to settling disputes and improv- 
ing labour relations; to visit the various places of employment, 
including factories; to study wage rates, hours of work and con- 
ditions of work and to study living conditions; to collect labour 
Statistics, including cost-of-living statistics; to advise and assist 
trade unions in organisation and trade union practice; to advise 
employers and workers on claims under the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Ordinance; to advise Government in labour matters and 
cari to promote harmonious relations between employers and 
workers. 


Industrial Relations 


There were three registered trade unions: the Federated Industrial 
and Agricultural Workers’ Union, the Teachers’ Union and the 
Civil Service Union. The General Workers’ Union and the United 
Workers’ Union ceased to exist and were struck off the Register. 

A strike by workers in the Mt. Bentinck Sugar Factory and by 
field workers on the Mt. Bentinck Sugar Estate had a serious effect 
in reducing revenue in 1956. 

Wages were fixed by Wages Councils for agricultural workers, 
Noceieleg workers, shop assistants, domestic servants and port 
workers. 
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LABOUR LEGISI.ATION 


Following are the more important laws enacted in 1956 and 
1957: 
1956 


Ordinances 

The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance No. 17 
of 1956. This increased the compensation to be paid, and made it 
obligatory for employers to provide (a) medical, surgical and phar- 
maceutical aids not exceeding $96 in each case; (b) artificial limbs 
and surgical appliances as recommended by a medical practitioner; 
(c) reasonable conveyance when the workman is required to attend 
for medical examination outside the medical district. The Ordinance 
also covers persons employed on ships registered in the colony or 
whose owner or manager resides in the colony, domestic servants 
and persons employed exclusively as clerical workers and/or shop 
assistants. 

The Employment Exchanges Ordinance No. 19 of 1956. This 
provides for the establishment of Labour Exchanges and for the 
grant of loans to persons travelling abroad to take up employment. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 

The Wages Council (Sugar Industry) Order, S.R. & O. No. 18 
of 1956. This provides for the establishment of a Wages Council 
for the sugar industry. 

The Wages Council (Agricultural) Order, S.R. & O. No. 19 of 
1956. This provides for the establishment of a Wages Council for 
agricultural industry other than sugar. 

The Industrial Workers’ Wages Regulation Order S.R. & O. 
No. 26 of 1956. This provides for increased wages and holidays 
with pay for industrial workers. 

The Agricultural Workers’ Wages Regulation Order S.R. & O. 
No. 27 of 1956. This provides for increased wages and holidays 
with pay for agricultural workers. 


1957 
Ordinances 
The Cane Farmers’ Association Ordinance, 1957, No. 13 of 1957. 
This provides for the establishment of a corporate body whose 
principal purpose is to encourage the expansion and development 
of the sugar cane industry. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 


Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 17 of 1957. This brought into 
operation by proclamation the 1955 Factories Ordinance, which 
provides for the health, safety and welfare of workers. 


Se 
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The Domestic Servants Wages Regulation Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 22 of 1957. This provides for increased wages to be paid to 
domestic servants as from Ist May, 1957. 


The Port Workers’ Wages Regulation Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 27 of 1957. This Order fixes minimum wage rates for port 
workers as from 17th June, 1957. The term “ port worker” is 
defined in the Wages Council (Port Workers) Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 15 of 1957. 


The Wages Council (Shop Assistants) Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 28 of 1957. This Order amends the definition of ‘‘ Shop Assis- 
tants’ and replaces Order No. 40 of 1953. 

The Shop Assistants Wages Regulation Order, 1957, S.R. & O. 
No. 32 of 1957. This provides for increased wages to be paid to 
shop assistants as from Ist August, 1957. 
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Revenue Expenditure 
1956 1957 1956 1957 
$ $ $ $ 
Local 2,349,282 2,623,681 3,360,743 3,632,717 
C.D. & W. Grant 145,638 692,964 434,191 746,570 
Grant-in-aid: 
Normal 535,152 651,143 — — 
Increased salaries 144,000 344,842 _— —_— 
Deferred maintnce. 54,172 86,352 —_ — 


$3,228,244 | $4,398,982 | $3,794,934 | $4,379,287 








There were six main heads of revenue: 


1956 1957 
$ $ 
Customs and Excise : : 1,307,260 1,588,353 
Other Duties . : : : 113,647 $1,022 
Licences, etc. . : ; : 47,672 52,324 
Taxes ... : : ; 443,607 408,198 
Fees, etc. : ; : : 182,832 234,945 


Post Office : F ; . 60,298 119,876 
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The following were the main heads of expenditure: 


1956 1957 
$ $ 
Administration : ; : 138,965 207,013 
Agriculture. : : . 97,827 107,693 
Education : : : ; 377,108 405,909 
Medical . : ; ‘ 463,050 473,631 
Pensions F : : : 102,409 113,426 
Police : : : : 203,491 220,577 
Prisons . : F a Gt 68,125 60,166 
Public Debt. : 40,034 41,785 
Public Works Department ’ 82,715 94,737 
Public Works, recurrent . : 263,340 423,986 
Public Works, SeirnOrainey : 313,647 64,666 
Treasury ‘ : 84,625 54,194 


PUBLIC DEBT 


The public debt at 31st December, 1956, and 31st December, 1957, 
totalled $676,243 and $670,559 respectively, including the following 
local loan issues: 


1956 1957 
$ $ 
Hydro-electric Loan : . 120,000 120,000 
Housing Loan : : 1,490 — 
Rural Water Supply Loan F 115,200 115,200 
Water Supply Loan F ; 120,000 120,000 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Statements of Assets and Liabilities for 1956 and 1957 are at 
Appendices Ila and IIb, pages 60 and 63. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1956 and 1957 were: 


1956 1957 
$ $ 
Import duties . F ; : 844,102 1,092,831 
Export duties . ; : : 239,755 254,191 
Excise duties. : . ; 223,402 241,330 
Licences . : : 3 a 47,672 52,324 
Income tax. : : 388,562 349,251 
Land and house tax ‘ ; 37,512 38,075 
Estate duties. 5 Fi : 93,668 6,608 


Stamp duties. : 2 é 19,980 44,414 
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Customs Duties 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are reproduced in 
Appendix III, page 64. 


Excise Duties 


Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of $4.36 per 
proof gallon. A trade duty of $1.00 per gallon, liquid or proof as 
relevant, is imposed on imported spirits—brandy, gin, whisky, rum 
and planters’ punch. 


Income Tax 


The minimum rate of income tax on individuals is three cents in 
the dollar and the maximum 65 cents. Companies pay tax at the 
rate of 374 cents on every dollar of chargeable income. A schedule 
of the rates of income tax is given at Appendix IV, page 66. 


Allowances 
British subject. ‘ $480.00 
Wife . : : $300.00 
Child : : : $200.00 
Dependent relative . $120.00 
Earned income . : 1/10th not exceeding $480.00 
Life insurance. : Premiums not exceeding $1,200.00 or 


1/6th of the total income. 


The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1956 and 
1957 was approximately: 


1956 1957 
Government officers. ; 44 900 1,120 
General public : ‘ : 1,300 1,500 
Companies : : 39 41 


Income tax collections totalled $388,562 in the year 1956 and 
$345,000 (approximately) in 1957. 


Stamp Duties 
The more important stamp duties are described at Appendix V, 
pages 57-68. 


Land and House Tax 


The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the southern- 
most dependency, is 24 cents per acre. In St. Vincent, on land in 
excess of 10 acres, the tax is 48 cents per acre or fractional part. 
Land tax in the other Grenadines is as follows: 

(a) in the island of Bequia—14 cents per acre or fractional part 

of an acre. 

(b) in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre or fractional 

part of an acre. 
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(c) in the island of Mustique—18 cents per acre or fractional 


part of an acre. 


(d) in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia—-6 cents 
per acre or fractional part of an acre. 


The minimum tax payable is 24 cents in the case of (a) to (c). 


The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island 
and Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows: 
$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 


48 cents per house 


Over $24.00 ,,_,, - $28.80 600 5. ss, os 
9 $28.80 ” ” ” $36.00 80 ” ” ” 
» $36.00 , 4, 5 $43.20 96° age os 
” $43.20 ” ” ” $48.00 $ l .20 bh) 2” ° 
3” $48.00 99 9” 99 $60. 00 $1 .60 ” 99 99 
» $60.00 ,, ,, + $72.00 $2.40 _,, 
» $72.00 at the rate of $24: 00 per cent. 


These taxes are payable without penalty between Ist November 
and 31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total does not exceed 
$2.40, 24 cents where the total does not exceed $4.80, and at the 
rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstanding 
amounts are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and 
execution. ; 
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THE currency notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency 
Board are legal tender. United Kingdom gold, silver and bronze 
coins were current until December, 1955, but the Currency Board 
now issues its own coins. The unit of currency is the dollar (B.W.L), 
divided into 100 cents and exchangeable with sterling at the rate 
$4.80—£1 Sterling. 

The only commercial bank in the colony is Barclays Bank, D.C.O. 
Savings deposits were limited to $10,000 in 1956, and the rate of 
interest was 3 per cent. per annum. 

Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agri- 
cultural Credit and Loan Bank, Limited, which was established for 
the purpose of assisting peasants with money advances for crop 
cultivation, and by the St. Vincent Co-operative Bank, Limited, 
formed for general co-operative activities and assistance. The rate 
of interest is 2 per cent. per annum on deposits and 4 per cent. on 
those deposits where 12 months notice is arranged; at 31st December, 
1956, the former held $87,982 to the credit of 1,998 depositors, and 
the latter $164,722 on behalf of 5,759 depositors. 

The Government Savings Bank limits amounts held on deposit 
by any individual at any one time to $4,800. At 3lst December, 
1956, the total to the credit of the 4,200 depositors amounted to 
$668,802, the rate of interest earned being 24 per cent. per annum. 
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THE value of imports and exports for the years 1955, 1956 and 1957 
is shown below: 
Imports Domestic Exports Re-exports 


$ 
1955 6,309,000 3,569,500 65,200 
1956 7,051,500 4,780,800 42,400 
1957 8,326,930 6,284,320 75,030 


The quantity and value of the principal exports and imports in 
1955, 1956 and 1957 are shown in the following tables: 


Main exports 1955, 1956 and 1957 





Quantity Value 
Commodity Cait. | s ss SO OOo 
1955 1956 | 1957 1955 | 1956 1957 
wrowroott. .° .. Ib. |10,437,075 | 9,911,761 | 9,473,321 | 1,837,631 | 1,777,178 | 1,785,313 
copra aE Ib. :425,019 | 3,390,981 | 3,615, 991 "560 | '474, 
‘assava starch © | Ib. 305,145 | 284,990 | "458,658 | 27:465| 25,458 | 42,44 
‘otton, sea island | Ib. 2127680 | 151,458 | 190,768 | 272,724 | 212,003 | 256,552 
‘ananas”. ay Ib. | 2,959,767 |10,656,079 |36,047,512 | 204,402 | 697;339 | 2,640,34 
iroundnuts a e. = Ib. 514,393 | 521,018 | 398,162 | 104.4 104,802 |” 79; 
face my Ment Me oe Ib. 6.997 14.670 | 10,935! 5,037 | 10,562 81052 
lutmegs | 5). Ib. 49'434 | 89'623.| 591916; 19,771 35,849 | 25,948 
‘otatoess . .  .. Ib. | 6,340,500 | 8,532:928 | 7,320,320 | 206,744 2°366 | 219/813 
ugar ®t. See. 2 i tom 1,694 | 1,256 25000 | 308;499 | 237,404 | 4277395 





Main imports 1955, 1956 and 1957 
1 








| Quantity Value 
Commodity Unit |-  Fhs Sh | 
| 1955 1956 1957 1955 1956 | 1957 
$ 

hicas ale and stout F : gal. 22,800 32,610 43,069 68,980 95,481 144,170 
utter . Ib. 82,482 98,342 | 75,354 69,287 84,227 62,577 
, butter substitutes | 3 Ib. 80,199 107,146 145,927 34,588 46,033 63,211 
; Sheese : Ib. 32,190 37,022 46,296 20,890 24,032 30,422 
Sonfectionery Ib. 59,947 55,096 71,644 29,011 36,251 
‘ish, salted, ‘dried or smoked « Ib. 613,894 540,133 834,864 154,986 141,932 220,812 
ice Ib. 2,069,275 824,528 | 2,015,369 ; 228,419 i 215,841 
‘lour, wheaten : Ib. 7,915,538 | 7,246,115 | 9,244,047 669,308 585,950 763,893 
| feat, salted and canned : Ib. 68,312 65,555 103,051 38,746 37,082 64,491 
Sacon and hams : . Ib. 8,788 8,478 21,956 8,109 288, 19,737 
Ailk, condensed, etc. . F Ib. i 130,645 517, 559 542,087 48,870 128,242 88,263 
“obacco, unmanufactured | 

(Black Leaf) , Ib. 20,727 21,771 19,199 17,883 17,283 16,309 
“obacco, unmanufactured 

leaf ‘ ib. 36,619 25,200 41,389 37,799 24,054 29,305 
‘cigarettes : i : ‘ Ib. 13,333 3,754 13,573 28,856 12,546 38,382 
fotor spirit ‘ 2 ‘ gal. 320,700 348, 339 361,555 94,740 92,918 131,814 
soap, laundry é : i Ib. 56,967 87,009 132,696 11,784 6,778 27,676 
Sumber . ft. 3,300 930,804 865,143 169,390 227,998 211,072 
ts and shoes doz. pr. 5,154 6,552 363 191, 181,823 235,049 
cement ‘ : cwt. 69,697 61,377 57,385 188,841 76,134 170,952 
cotton piece goods : . | sq. yd. 813,100 683,310 933,149 317,000 | 300,102 398,473 
Art. silk piece goods . . | sq. yd. 449,300 323, "492 421,246 189,130 140,574 191,450 
Slassware . ‘ _ 12,000 32,574 33,517 
Manufactures of metals ‘ _ 267,340 223,446 267,040 
3ase metals, iron and steel . ay 161,260 142.473 218,260 
et lo 
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AGRICULTURE 


AGRICULTURE continues to be the mainstay of the island’s economy. 
The chief exports are arrowroot starch, bananas, sea island cotton, 
copra and coconuts, sugar, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, cassava 
starch and livestock. Edible oils, miscellaneous starchy food crops 
(yams, tannias, eddoes, etc.) nutmegs and mace, livestock and live- 
stock products, most of which are marketed locally, are of far 
greater significance to the island’s economy than is often appreciated. 
Owing to the comparative self-sufficiency in meat and starchy foods 
a great deal of money is retained in the colony which would normally 
go to defray the costs of imported foods. Fortunately all Vincentian 
farmers have a keen interest in food crops and livestock and are not 
likely to give these up easily; fears that the rapidly growing banana 
industry might seriously upset local food production therefore appear 
unfounded. The feeder road programme is likely to bring in its 
wake an increase in local food supplies. 


Arrowroot 


Arrowroot maintained its supremacy in 1956 but was easily sur- 
passed by bananas in 1957. Several growers have abandoned their 
arrowroot crop in favour of bananas. This is not surprising as 
bananas are far less expensive to grow and the grower is paid as 
soon as he delivers his bananas, whereas under the arrowroot pay- 
ments system it often takes up to 18 months after delivery of starch 
to the Arrowroot Association before the grower receives his final 
payment—usually the third instalment. Such a system exposes the 
small grower to undue financial strain and, as he has no reserve to 
fall back on, he will naturally give up arrowroot if a suitable oppor- 
tunity arises. Bananas have offered such an opportunity and if the 
arrowroot industry is to survive, the system of payments will have 
to be urgently revised. Increased wages and other costs have also 
helped to dampen interest in arrowroot. 


However, arrowroot grown efficiently and in areas suited to it 
can be quite profitable. Arrowroot gives employment to a con- 
siderable number of workers and has been the mainstay of the 
island’s economy for several decades now. It might not be an easy 
matter to regain markets once these are lost. An important point 
too is the relative stabjlity of the arrowroot crop which is little 
affected by hurricanes and other adverse weather conditions, 
whereas bananas are highly susceptible to the elements. The wisest 
policy therefore would appear to be to make as much profit as 
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possible from bananas, but at the same time to take care not to 
kill the other crops which diversify the island’s agriculture, provide 
increased security and employment, and which if treated correctly 
and grown only in the areas best suited to them both agriculturally 
and economically, can and will hold their own. 


The amounts and values of arrowroot starch exported in 1956 
and 1957 were 9,911,761 Ib. and 9,473,321 lb., valued at $1,777,178 
and 1,785,313 respectively. 


The St. Vincent Co-operative Arrowroot Association remains the 
sole shipping agency and the United States the largest buyer. The 
acreage declined during the period under review to about 3,800 acres. 


The modern Central Arrowroot Factory which is now operating 
for the third crop-year is still beset by innumerable minor mishaps 
which result in frequent shut-downs. The highly fibrous nature of 
the arrowroot pulp puts far greater strains on the various machines 
than were originally estimated for and is apparently the main cause 
of trouble, though several other unforeseen problems have come to 
light. As a pilot factory it has elucidated many long outstanding 
problems, and the machinery is gradually being adapted. 


The Arrowroot Association is to start extending credit to small 
growers by purchasing in bulk 450 tons of a 10:5:10 NPK mixed 
fertiliser for distribution to growers. Much of the 600 tons of the 
same mixed fertiliser now imported annually by Government for 
distribution to members of credit societies finds its way into arrow- 
root fields as the majority of members are arrowroot and cotton 
growers. 


Bananas 


This crop has now become the leading export crop, surpassing 
arrowroot by a large margin in 1957. The money put into circulation 
by this crop has already begun to inject new life into the economy 
and, if this continues, the means to set the colony’s long outstanding 
economic ills aright might soon be available. 


From its very modest start in 1953 the industry has exhibited 
mushroom growth, and has surpassed the production in other 
Windward Islands. 


Growers are now aware of the proper techniques of banana 
culture, the campaign against Leaf Spot disease is being steadily 
improved, and the Banana Growers’ Association continues to 
increase its imports and advances of fertilisers to growers, the 
supply of which holds the key to the successful growth of the 
whole industry. 


Exports in 1956 were 362,945 stems valued at $697,339 and 
1,227,721 stems valued at $2,640,349 in 1957. 


16 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 


Cotton 


Cotton is fast becoming a peasant’scrop. In 1957 many more large 
growers gave up cotton. Prices remained relatively steady at $1.40 
and $1.44 per Ib. white lint. Increased wage rates and fierce com- 
petition from more profitable crops have continued to divert 
attention from cotton. A good season in 1957 and the wider use of 
fertilisers have shown growers that well-managed cotton can hold 
its own. As a result, increased interest is expected in the 1957-58 
crop, which has been far better looked after and promises to do 
well. Yields of 2,500 Ib. seed cotton per acre have been obtained 
by small growers working under the direction of the Department 
of Agriculture on what are by no means best cotton lands. The 
island’s average yield of from 400-600 lb. per acre is therefore 
ridiculously low. 


The employment provided by the cotton crop in the field, cleaning 
processes and factory in this colony where under- and unemployment 
are already serious problems, and its contribution to supplies of 
edible oil and livestock feed, all go to make the retention of cotton 
highly desirable. 


The Plant Diseases Inspector and the district advisory staff 
rendered valuable service to cotton growers in connection with pest 
problems, proper cultural measures and correct manuring. 

The following table gives the estimated acreage planted, the yield 
and the price in the six seasons 1951-52 to 1956-57: 


Yield (bales | Average yield Price 











Year Acreage | 400 lb. each) \of lint] per acre| per Ib. 
| Ib. pros 
1951-52 ‘ 5 3,473 964 | 11] 1.50 
1952-53 ; 5‘ 2,921 934 i 128 1.08 
1953-54 3 5 1,628 445 109 | 1.24 
1954-55 : - | 2,430 605 | 100 1.44 
1955-56 . + 1,200 396 : 128 / 1.40 
1956-57 | | | 17400 | 466 133 | 1.44 


The St. Vincent Cotton Ginnery gins the entire crop. In 1956 it 
processed 797,440 Ib. of cotton seed of which 396,480 lb. came from 
Carriacou, one of Grenada’s Grenadine dependencies, and in 1957, 
657,079 Ib. of which 216,190 lb. was from Carriacou. The drop in 
Carriacou’s production is a result of hurricane “ Janet.” 


Exports in 1956 and in 1957 were 151,458 Ib. and 180,738 Ib. of 
white cotton lint, valued at $212,003 and $252,153 respectively. 
10,030 Ib. of stained cotton valued at $4,413 was exported in 1957. 


Some 49 tons (2,000 lb. each) of a 10:5:10 NPK fertiliser was 
advanced to small growers in 1956 by the new St. Vincent Cotton 
Growers’ Association, and a further 103 tons in 1957. As with 
arrowroot, small growers get much of their fertiliser requirements 
from the credit societies’ supplies. 
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Coconuts and Other Oilseeds 


Coconuts and copra ranked third in value on the island’s exports 
list in both 1956 and 1957. Exports of copra were 3,390,981 Ib. 
valued at $452,560 in 1956 and 3,615,341 Ib. valued at $474,729 
in 1957. 1,471,478 lb. of copra was purchased by the St. Vincent 
Cotton Ginnery in 1956 and 1,486,664 lb. in 1957. The price per Ib. 
paid to producers in both years was 117c. It will be noted that just 
about one-quarter of the island’s production is processed locally, 
the remainder is exported to Barbados. 


The ginnery operates an oil expressing, refining and deodorising 
plant. It also produces soap and livestock feeds for sale locally. 


During 1956 and 1957 the following oils, meals and feeds were 
produced: 


1956 1957 
Crude coconut oil (gal.) 2 93,780 93,287 
Refined cottonseed oil (gal.) 11,435 10,287 
Coconut meal (Ib.) : . 427,354 423,508 
Cottonseed meal (ib.) ‘ : 582,400 503,140 


Of the crude coconut oil produced in 1956, 12,406 gallons was 
sold for soap and fats manufacture and 61,954 gallons was deodor- 
ised, yielding 60,366 gallons. Of the oil produced in 1957, 72,538 
gallons was refined and yielded 63,743 gallons; 63,743 gallons was 
deodorised, yielding 62,913 gallons; 11,633 gallons was used for 
soap manufacture. 1,545 gallons of refined coconut oil was exported 
in ea and 5,231 gallons in 1957 at an average value of $2.30 per 
gallon. 


Soap production in 1956 totalled 244,997 lb. and in 1957 
235,251 Ib. Of the 1956 production 58,250 lb. was exported and 
the remainder was sold locally. In 1957, 60,112 1b. was exported 
and the remainder was sold locally. The price per lb. averaged 
18c.-19¢c. 


Fourteen thousand, four hundred and fifty-six pounds of coconut 
meal was exported in 1956 and 9,540 Ib. in 1957 at an average value 
of 5c. per Ib. 


Low-cost, balanced rations are now prepared at the ginnery for 
the local market and have found ready purchasers. Production | in 
1956 and 1957 was as follows: 


1956 1957 
Poultry ration 131,009 Ib. 152,481 1b. 
Cattle ration 151,070 ,, 124,170 ,, 
Pig ration 141,668 ,, 139,234 ,, 


Most of the copra is produced by eight large estates. Manuring 
of palms with a 12:18:24 NPK mixed fertiliser at 4-5 lb. per palm 
is fast becoming a routine operation on all estates. Warfarin baits 
have greatly reduced rat damage. 
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Sugar 


The expected increase in production over 1955 was not realised 
as the industry was seriously affected by strikes in 1956. The com- 
mission of inquiry into the sugar industry which sat in 1955 made 
recommendations which helped to improve the situation in 1957. 

The following table gives production and export figures during: 
the last six years: 


Crop Year Production Exports Value of Exports 
($) 


(tons) (tons) 
1951-52 3,365 1,200 217,200 
1952-53 3,548 1,050 208,197 
1953-54 3,852 1,616 296,480 
1954-55 4,355 1,694 308,499 
1955-56 3,939 1,256 237,404 
1956-57 3,557 2,000 427,395 


There has been a considerable increase in the demand for 
molasses—mainly from Canada—within the last year. Exports in 
1956 and 1957 were 44,589 gallons and 78,066 gallons valued at 
$8,076 and $13,096 respectively. 

During 1956 and 1957 the Mt. Bentinck distillery produced 
54,342 gallons and 53,814 gallons of proof spirit respectively, all of 
which was consumed locally. 

Like arrowroot and cotton, sugar is feeling the effect of com- 
petition from other crops, especially bananas, and the industry has 
been beset by a series of labour disputes and unrest. Efforts are 
being made to improve the efficiency of the entire industry which 
centres around the one sugar factory. A Cane Farmers’ Association 
has been formed, and will soon take over the Mt. Bentinck Com- 
pany’s system of cash and fertiliser advances to peasants. 


Cassava 


The market was somewhat glutted in 1955 and 1956 and this 
resulted in a considerable decrease in production as prices were not 
attractive. By 1957 the market steadily improved and with it, 
production. Exports in 1956 and 1957 were 284,990 Ib. and 
458,658 Ib., valued at $25,458 and $42,448 respectively. Prices have 
risen to some extent as supplies have fallen short. 

“ Farine ’’—a local food made from the cassava tubers—-absorbs 
about 25 per cent. of the local production of tubers. Exports in 
1956 totalled 36,318 lb. valued at $4,208, and in 1957, 26,441 Ib. 
valued at $3,031. 


Groundnuts 

This useful, short-term cash crop continued to play an important 
part in the island’s agriculture and export trade. Production con- 
tinued to decline as a result of steadily falling prices, of competition 


Production 19 


from Eastern and African sources and of diverted cropping interests 
locally. However, this is a crop which can be rapidly boosted when 
conditions warrant it. There is still far too much flat-hoeing of 
peanut fields on steep slopes. Active steps are being taken by the 
district advisory staff to curtail and eventually to stamp out this 
practice which can only bring destruction of the soil in its wake. 
Planting on contour ridges and the protection of large run-off areas 
with storm drains which store the surplus water and prevent its 
destructive downhill rush over the surface soil, are being strongly 
advocated. Already many alert growers have adopted these measures. 


Exports in 1956 and 1957 were 521,018 Ib. and 398,162 Ib. valued 
at $104,802 and $79,935 respectively. 


Other Food Crops 


The area devoted to food crops remained about the same— 
12,000-15,000 acres. Estimated annual production of the three 
principal crops is: 


Million lb. 
Sweet potatoes. ; 20 
Tannias, dasheen and eddoes . : 3 
Yams : 1 


Sweet potatoes now fan sixth on the island’s export list. In 1956 
exports reached the encouraging level of 47,405 bags (180 lb. each) 
valued at $252,366, and in 1957, 40,668 bags valued at $219,813. 


Much more interest was shown in yam cultivation which is 
increasing steadily, as are tannias, dasheens and eddoes which are 
inter-cropped with bananas. 


Nutmegs and mace, plantains, cocoa, maize, pigeon peas, avocado 
pears, tomatoes and pumpkins made significant contributions to the 
island’s export trade. Their value as exports, save for nutmegs and 
mace, is trivial compared with their importance as home grown 
supplies of food. Exports of these crops including tannias, yams, 
dasheens, etc., amounted to $93,619 in 1956 and to $75,433 in1957. 


Efforts are afoot to start a Marketing Division to organise the 
sale of ground provisions. 


Department of Agriculture 


There were a few changes in the staff of the Department of Agri- 
culture during the period under review. The post of Superintendent 
of Agriculture became vacant and was filled on promotion by the 
Agricultural Officer, Camden Park Station, whose post then remained 
vacant for most of the period under review. In 1957 an additional 
post, Agricultural Officer, Extension Services, was approved but had 
not been filled by the end of the year. Three more Senior Agricultural 
Instructor posts were approved in 1956, and were filled by trainees 
returning from the Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute in Trinidad. 
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Four more instructors received training at the above Institute and 
another two are in attendance there. In February, 1957, one Agri- 
cultural Assistant was seconded for special work on arrowroot, and 
in August a new post of Assistant Cotton Officer was filled. The 
post is under the West Indies Cotton Scheme financed by Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds and is under the administrative 
control of the Cotton Officer, Antigua. The post of Veterinary 
Assistant also was approved and filled. 


Soil Conservation 


Soil and water conservation continued to receive the attention of 
the advisory staff. Far greater stress was laid on the control of 
surplus run-off and storm water. It is gratifying to report that the 
majority of farmers accept and apply advice fairly readily. The 
rapid growth in the use of fertiliser has paved the way for an 
island-wide land rehabilitation drive which, in the absence of 
fertiliser, was a long and expensive affair. The community is only 
just becoming aware that the agricultural possibilities of St. Vincent 
are enormous. 


During 1956 some 307,190 feet of contour lines were laid, of 
which 186,710 feet were planted with various grasses and other 
suitable vegetative barriers. Some 64,960 feet of contour drains 
were dug, bringing the total area affected to 620 acres. In 1957 
174,178 feet of contour lines were laid, 111,165 feet of which were 
protected with vegetative barriers; 57,690 feet of contour drains 
were dug, affecting 321 acres. 


Fertilisers 


As mentioned elsewhere in this report, the use of fertiliser is 
making gigantic strides. The whole place comes alive the minute a 
fertiliser boat arrives in port—everyone hurrying to secure his needs. 
This is a striking change from the indifference of only four years 
ago. At long last growers are beginning to understand the impor- 
tance of rectifying the nutrient deficiencies of the soil. 


Imports of fertiliser rose steadily from 2,193 tons in 1955, 2,690 
tons in 1956 to 4,471 tons in 1957, and are expected to reach 10,000 
tons by the end of 1960. 


Leeward Land Settlement Estates 


Development of the Government-owned Leeward Land Settle- 
ment Estates progressed smoothly. The road building programme 
completed early in 1956 opened up a further 200-300 acres to cul- 
tivation. Difficulty has, however, been encountered in clearing the 
land. All commercially-worthwhile timber is now pit-sawn and the 
rest of the forest growth is turned over to charcoal burners who fell 
the brush and burn the coals, the estate getting one-third of the 


Production . 21 


coals and the burners two-thirds. This has proved the cheapest way 
of getting the land rapidly and properly cleared. Low volume, oil- 
based spraying, employing ‘“‘ Motoblo ” machines, has increased 
control of Leaf Spot disease (Cercospora), and all banana plants 
have been regularly sprayed and dipped with aldrin. The bananas 
are now in far better condition, and production should easily be 
trebled in the next year or two. Production figures, in stems sold, 
for the two estates are given below: 


1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 (half-year) 
Richmond Vale _19,054 20,028 22,008 
Wallilabou 7,595 11,493 7,115 


The young clonal cacao fields have been thoroughly overhauled 
and already the young clones are showing greatly increased signs 
of health and vigour. Arrowroot, cotton, cassava and copra are the 
other main cash crops. Peanuts have proved unprofitable and have 
been discontinued. Production of all crops has increased. 

No plantings of Robusta coffee were made during 1956-57 owing 
to the difficulty of procuring seed from Trinidad. The seedlings in 
the nursery were ready for 1958. 

Both the estates formerly carried large herds of Zebu cattle. 
Since better roads have increased accessibility all the Wallilabou 
cattle have been sold and only a small breeding herd of some 24 
cows was retained at Richmond Vale where it is hoped to go in 
for Pangola grass pasturage. The Zebus will be graded up to selected 
Jamaica Reds. These measures have effected a great saving on both 
properties and have released to cultivation several accessible acres 
formerly devoted to pasture or soiling grasses. Fertilisers have 
largely replaced the beneficial but very expensive pen manure. 

The audited accounts for 1956 and 1957 (year ending 30th June) 
show net profits of $18,846 and approximately $33,000 respectively. 
Clearly the thorough overhaul of the estates with the elimination of 
all uneconomic projects has already yielded great dividends. 

In 1956 $9,000 was paid as bonuses to labourers, and in 1957 
eee staff and labourers received bonus payments amounting to 
$12,000. 

The renovations at the Wallilabou Arrowroot Factory have 
greatly increased the amount as well as the quality of the starch 
produced. 

An attempt at controlled leasehold settlement was started at the 
Wallilabou group with eight tenants, each on five-acre holdings, in 
1954. In 1956 a further eight tenants were settled on the remaining 
30 acres of land. The rentals charged vary from $8 per acre on the 
poorest blocks to $12 per acre on the better holdings. Most of the 
holdings fall in the $12 per acre group. The others were areas 
formerly exhausted and abandoned to scrub. However, with 
thorough cultivations, and adequate fertilising, few of the island’s 
deep volcanic soils represent unreclaimable land. At a future date 
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rentals will be adjusted, as it is now apparent that the inherent 
differences in fertility are not as great as were once thought. 

The tenants grow two cash crops only—cotton and arrowroot. 
During the cotton close season when the land is fallow, they are 
permitted to plant blackeye peas, maize or sweet potatoes. They 
are advanced all the fertiliser required for arrowroot and cotton, 
plus cash advances to meet cultivation costs. Progress has been 
most satisfactory. Tenants’ yields of cotton have been very good, 
the best averaging 2,500 lb. seed cotton per acre, compared with 
the island’s average up to recently of only 400-600 Ib. Arrowroot 
yields have not come up to expectations, due mainly to the fact 
that very poor planting material was unavoidably used in the 
establishment stage. Tenants co-operate happily with the staff of 
the Department of Agriculture under whose supervision they work. 
Many acres formerly scrub or lying fallow are now intensively 
cropped, and the fertility of the land is steadily improving. Fertiliser 
dressings are high at half a ton per acre of a 10:5:10 NPK mixture 
to both cotton and arrowroot. The acreage planted to sea island 
cotton remained low; it showed a slight increase in 1956 but fell 
again in 1957. Bulk purchasing and distribution of fertiliser to small 
cotton growers on credit began in 1956 and increased in 1957, and 
the effect is apparent in the greatly improved stands and bearing of 
the cotton. The cash earned from the banana industry has enabled 
growers to care for their arrowroot and cotton crops in a manner 
previously impossible. 


LIVESTOCK 


Steady if somewhat slow progress was made with livestock improve- 
ment. One more stud centre was erected near the Botanic Gardens 
to serve the Kingstown area. This brings the total number of district 
stud centres to six. One more is contemplated for the Mesopotamia 
Valley—a large area with quite an appreciable livestock population. 
The island as a whole will then be very well served. Farmers in 
intervening areas should be able to secure their stud requirements 
easily as there are now available for purchase a fair number of very 
good grade sires of all the different classes of livestock kept locally. 
The Camden Park Experiment Station’s studs also are made avail- 
able to the public. Patronage of all stud centres, save the one at 
Three Rivers, has increased considerably and graded livestock are 
gradually improving. 
The types of studs kept are: 

Bulls — Montgomery Jerseys from Jamaica. 

Rams — Barbados Black Belly or African Woolless. 

Bucks — _ Black Alpine and Anglo Nubian. 

Boars — Large Blacks, and Large Whites. . 

Jacks — Kentucky. 


*This latter breed is unsuitable for distribution and will not be 
used in future. 
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It is hoped to make a start with Pangola grass and Jamaica Beef 
Reds—grading up local Zebu beef herds to Jamaica Red Bulls. 


Livestock field-days held at Rivulet, Belmont and Bequia in 1956 
and 1957 were most successful. The Belmont shows maintained their 
high standard, the Rivulet shows improved steadily and the Bequia 
shows had a most stimulating effect as regards patronage and general 
interest in livestock improvement there. 


In the field of animal health, preventive measures were adopted 
on an ever increasing scale with most satisfactory results. Worms, 
parturition and post-parturition troubles, mange, mastitis, pneu- 
monia and mechanical injuries continue to present the main 
problems. Farmers are beginning to learn the various symptoms 
and to seek veterinary aid early. Good progress has been made 
with feeding, breeding, housing and handling. Interest in fodder 
grasses remained at a high level. Ticks and flies are controlled by 
BHC sprays and malathion. 


Livestock exports continued to contribute to the island’s economy. 
The shipments of sheep, goats and poultry to Trinidad were resumed 
and a fair trade was carried on with Dominica in cattle and pigs. 


There were no outbreaks of notifiable diseases during these years. 
The policy of permitting export only of male animals and females 
of no breeding value is eliminating the scrub population. This, along 
with the now near-adequate provision of stud facilities, is rapidly 
improving the local animal population. 


The following table gives the value of livestock exports during 
1955, 1956 and 1957: 


Exports of Livestock 

1955 1956 1957 

$ $ $ 
Cattle. F : 23,960 26,142 20,304 
Goats. ; , 8,152 15,864 20,932 
Sheep. : : 19,570 18,836 26,714 
Pigs ‘ ; Fi 1,640 4,137 5,564 
Horses ; 4,060 3,100 3,220 
Asses and Mules : 2,161 3,375 1,130 
Poultry . ; . 9,502 6,661 3,761 


$69,045 $78,215 $81,625 


The drop in poultry exports is due mainly to the substantially 
increased prices now being paid locally. 


The Buccament ham and bacon factory was unfortunately closed 
down in 1956. Efforts to restart the venture have so far been un- 
successful. The continued ban on the import of pigs into Trinidad 
has dealt a severe blow to the pig industry. 
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The Camden Park Station continues to sell to the public con- 
siderable amounts of hatching eggs and week-old chicks. The breeds 
kept are Rhode Island Reds and White Leghorns. 


FORESTRY 


The supervision and management of tenants and woodcutters 
according to Crown Land Regulations were the main duties of the 
Forestry Division. The demand for local lumber continued to be 
very high. 

The district advisory staff supervised the Forest Guards in their 
respective beats. There is a great need, however, for a full-time 
officer for this work as the advisory staff have not the time to pay 
regular inspection visits and provision has therefore been made for 
a Forest Ranger in the 1958 Estimates. One Crown Lands Bailiff 
looked after the collection of rents and the prosecution of offenders. 

The boardwood (Simaruba amara) and teak nurseries continue 
to progress. 

FISHERIES 

No fundamental work was started as it has still not been possible 
to secure the services of a Fisheries Officer. The Fisheries Develop- 
ment Committee dealt mainly with the provision of credit for the 
purchase of improved tackle. The Fisheries Officer of Barbados 
visited St. Vincent in 1957 to look into and make recommendations 
for the development of the fishing industry, particularly in the 
St. Vincent Grenadines where the potentialities are great. 

Recorded sales of fish through established fish markets were 
624,304 Ib. in 1956 and 589,434 Ib. in 1957 valued at $89,686 and 
$144,418 respectively. As before, a considerable quantity of fish was 
sold outside the fish markets, of which there is no accurate record; 
such sales amount to about 50-60 per cent. of total landings. Prices 
increased rapidly during 1957. 

One thousand one hundred gallons of black fish oil valued at 
$1,475 were exported in 1956 and, in 1957, 954 gallons valued at 
$1,315. 

Martinique continued to buy considerable quantities of fresh 
fish. Exports in 1956 and 1957 were 123,824 lb. and 169,007 Ib. 
valued at $26,106 and $42,457 respectively. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


WITHIN the Government the Minister for Social Services is res- 
ponsible for educational policy and direction in St. Vincent. The 
Education Department staff consists of an Education Officer and 
Chief Inspector of Schools, two Inspectors of Schools and four 
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clerks. The teaching service is comprised of 26 members (graduates 
and non-graduates) in two Government secondary schools and 
462 members (excluding the supernumeraries who work as substitute- 
teachers) in the primary schools. 


Primary Schools 


Primary education, which is free but not compulsory, was pro- 
vided for children from 5 to 15 years of age in 48 elementary schools 
in 1957. These schools, together with a Government fee-paying 
infant-junior school and a number of private primary schools, are 
all co-educational. 

The Government and assisted (or denominational) schools are 
subject to regular inspection by officers of the Department. Formal 
examinations are held annually for Third Standard and Sixth Stan- 
dard pupils, and in the latter examination successful candidates are 
awarded School Leaving Certificates. At this stage some pupils are 
recruited to work in the schools as supernumerary pupil-teachers, 
and others leave to enter secondary schools, to go to private trade 
classes or to seek employment, chiefly as shop assistants. 

Woodwork and housecraft classes are conducted by qualified 
teachers at the two Kingstown Centres and at four primary schools. 
The Kingstown Centres are attended by senior pupils of four 
primary schools in Kingstown. 

The school enrolment for 1956 was 17,764 and the average atten- 
dance was 12,785. The figures for 1957 were 18,855 and 13,521. 
Steady efforts are being made to improve accommodation. 

Dried skimmed milk, the gift of UNICEF, and food yeast biscuits 
purchased by the Government, were supplied daily to a number of 
needy children in Government schools and assisted schools. 

Games equipment is provided, and organised competitions are 
conducted every year for cricket, football and netball trophies. In 
1957 a successful athletic sports meeting was held in Kingstown. 


Secondary Schools 


Secondary education is provided for pupils 11-19 years old at 
the Grammar School and the Girls’ High School—two Government 
schools, of which the Executive Council is the Governing Body; the 
Intermediate School, a Government-assisted school, and the 
Emmanuel High School. All these schools are fee-paying. Admission 
is based on the results of entrance examinations. 

Several scholarships for free places in the Government secondary 
schools are awarded annually by Government, the Municipality of 
Kingstown, religious denominations, various organisations and 
individuals; the Government also offers internal exhibitions. 

In 1956 and 1957 the enrolment at the Grammar School was 231 
and 230, and at the Girls’ High School 253 and 249, respectively. 
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Both Government and private secondary schools present can- 
didates for the Oversea (Cambridge) School Certificate Examination. 
The Grammar School and the Girls’ High School also submit 
candidates for the Higher School Certificate. The curricula include 
science to Higher School Certificate level and domestic science to 
School Certificate level. 

During the period under review candidates who reached Univer- 
sity standard were awarded the St. Vincent Island Scholarship 
offered biennially and tenable at any recognised British university, 
the Federation Scholarship (for medicine) and a Science Scholarship 
to the University College of the West Indies, Jamaica, and the 
Agricultural Scholarship to the Imperial College of Tropical Agri- 
culture, Trinidad. 

In 1956, 85 persons sat the Oversea School Certificate Examina- 
tion and 50 obtained certificates. Certain candidates took subjects 
to satisfy local teaching requirements only, and were not eligible 
for certificates. Of the 14 persons who took the Higher School 
Certificate, eight were successful. There was a greater number of 
entrants for both examinations in 1957. 

Candidates also take the Royal Society of Arts and Pitmans 
Commercial Examinations, and external examinations of the 
University of London. 


Teacher Training 


Teacher-training centres for pupil teachers were conducted in 
three districts on every school day. Academic, practical and pro- 
fessional classes for student and probationary teachers were held 
regularly on Saturdays. 


Adult Education 


Evening classes in academic subjects up to school certificate 
standard were continued, as well as those in cookery and needlework. 

The Department, through its housecraft instructresses, undertook 
the training of domestic servants who were selected to work in 
Canada. 

Vocational training in handicrafts (chiefly straw-work) is given 
by a trained handicraft instructress assisted by junior instructresses 
in ten centres. Tuition is free. 

The Women’s Clubs, whose activities are mainly cultural, are 
organised and run under the auspices of the Education Department. 


Library Services ; 

Circulation. During 1956 and 1957, 24,298 books of fiction and 
14,920 of non-fiction were issued in the Adult Lending Library. 
The circulation in the Juvenile Library was 20,037 fiction and 8,347 
non-fiction. The total number of members registered at 31st 
December, 1957, was 5,636 (3,047 juveniles and 2,589 adults). 
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Book Stock. 3,607 books were added to the stock (adults 2,277; 
juveniles 1,330); 1,200 books were withdrawn or discarded as unfit 
for circulation, and 403 books were bound. 


Staff. The staff of the Kingstown Public Library comprised five 
members—one Librarian and four junior assistants. 


Rural Development. Two new branch libraries were opened during 
these years—one at Chateaubelair in 1956, and the other at Ques- 
telles in 1957. Headquarters now operates through ten different 
points of service in the rural areas. Six branch librarians were trained 
at the Kingstown Public Library over this period. 


HEALTH 
Staff 


The Medical Department is under the control of the Senior 
Medical Officer with (in addition to clerical and attendant staff) 
the following establishment: 


(a) The Colonial Hospital (including the Extension Hospital for 
Infectious Diseases): 

1 Resident Surgeon. 
1 Physician Specialist. 
1 House Physician. 

32 Nursing Staff and a Matron. 

32 Student Nurses. 
3 Laboratory Technicians and 1 Student Technician. 
1 Housekeeper. 
1 Hostel Housekeeper (appointed in 1957). 
1 Catering Supervisor. 


(b) Central Institutions: 


6 Dispensers. 
4 Student Dispensers. 
3 Charge Nurses (2 appointed in 1957). 


(c) District Services and Rural Hospitals: 


7 District Medical Officers. 

21 District Nurse-Midwives and Health Nurses under the 
supervision of a Superintendent Health Nurse; seven of 
these have been trained in Public Health Nursing 
and two hold the R.S.I. Certificate. 

9 District Dispensers. 

9 Public Health Inspectors under the supervision of a 
Superintendent Public Health Inspector; seven of these 
hold the R.S.I. Certificate. 


The Department continued to be short of staff for the greater 
part of 1956, but in April, 1957, the medical establishment was 
brought up to full strength for the first time for many years. 
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Institutions 


The Colonial Hospital. Work on renovation and alterations con- 
tinued and accommodation was increased to 166 beds with the 
opening of the extension to the male and maternity wards towards 
the end of 1957. Plans for more children’s beds and private beds 
and for the improvement of the existing children’s wards were 
approved. There were 4,686 admissions in 1956 and 4,323 in 1957. 

The Extension Hospital for tuberculosis and other infectious 
diseases, which has 40 beds, is situated at Montrose about one mile 
from the general hospital and is administered as a division of the 
Colonial Hospital. There were 33 admissions and 27 discharges in 
1956 and 48 admissions and 34 discharges in 1957. The daily average 
number of in-patients was 46. 

The Mental Hospital has accommodation for 100 patients. As a 
result of re-organisation carried out by the Medical Department 
under the guidance of Dr. Lloyd-Still, Medical Superintendent of 
the Barbados Mental Hospital, and the introduction of shock 
therapy, high vitamin intake and modern sedatives, there were a 
gratifying number of cures during the period. In 1956 there were 
41 admissions, 29 discharges and six deaths and in 1957, 45 admiss- 
ions, 38 discharges and three deaths. 

The Pauper Home (Lewis Punnet Home for the Aged Poor) fulfils 
a great need. A daily average of 120 poor persons were looked after 
in a reasonably cheerful atmosphere. The institution takes care of a 
number of chronic sick who would otherwise have to be cared for 
in the Colonial Hospital. 

Leprosarium. Since the removal of the Pauper Home to the Glen 
at the end of 1955, the Leprosarium is operated as a separate unit. 
A charge nurse was appointed in 1957. There are 18 inmates. Two 
new cases were diagnosed during the period. 


District Service. 


The rural districts are served by 20 dispensaries, and three rural 
cottage hospitals with a total capacity of 16 beds are maintained in 
Georgetown and Chateaubelair on the main island and in Bequia 
in the Grenadines. 

Resident medical officers are now available in the districts and 
an increased number of patients received attention at these centres 
in 1957. 


Public Health 


Health problems are still affected by conditions resulting from 
inadequate housing, unemployment and poverty. The period was, 
however, again relatively favourable; there were no epidemics. The 
principal diseases were: 

Enteric Fever. During 1956 there was no seasonal occurrence 
as in previous years, and the incidence of the disease was 
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considerably reduced. Eleven cases were reported. There was 
one death. In 1957, however, there was a small outbreak, 
probably spread by flies, mostly in the Vermont area on the 
Leeward side of the island. Thirty-four cases were diagnosed. 
There was one death. 


Tuberculosis. Thirty-three fresh cases were reported in 1956 
and 48 in 1957. It has been possible to hospitalize all new 
cases. All have been treated with streptomycin and P.A.S. 
Twenty-seven cases were discharged in 1956 and 32 in 1957. 
Suggestions made by Professor Heaf, on his visit to the 
colony in 1957, for more energetic treatment of cases in the 
early stages of the disease have been implemented and, with 
the general use of the newer antibiotics and improved hos- 
pital care an increasing number of persons are being success- 
fully treated and returned to a normal place in the community. 


Influenza. There was a sharp outbreak (perhaps Asian flu) in 
October, 1957, with a few deaths attributable to complica- 
tions. The Public Services were affected to some extent, but 
it was not necessary to close schools or cinemas. 


Yaws. As a result of the Expanded Treponematosis Cam- 
paign (see page 00), the incidence of yaws is now almost — 
negligible. 


Special Health Projects 


Supplementary Milk Feeding Programme. A UNICEF/F.A.O.- 
aided feeding programme which began in mid-1954 continued to July, 
1956. Aided by a second UNICEF allocation, fresh supplies of dried 
skim milk, a gift from the United States of America, were received 
in July, 1956. The number of pre-school schildren receiving free 
rations of milk was increased from 1,000 to 5,000, bringing the total 
number of beneficiaries to 11,000. The extended programme is 
scheduled to run until August, 1958. Reports indicate that there 
had been considerable improvement in the nutrition of school 
children, pre-school children, nursing and expectant mothers who 
receive this supplementary food. 


Yellow Fever Control Programme. The campaign for the eradica- 
tion of the vector aedes aegypti which began in March, 1955, under 
the auspices of W.H.O./P.A.S.B., made good progress throughout 
1956 and 1957. The whole island and the Grenadines, with the 
exception of a small area in Bequia, have shown negative readings 
for at least two consecutive 12-week checks. “‘ Vigilance Inspections ”’ 
will continue throughout 1958 and it is expected that it will be 
possible to declare St. Vincent free of the mosquito, and of the 
possible hazard of an outbreak of yellow fever, a disease which has 
been unknown in the island for many years. 
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Expanded Treponematosis Control Project. The programme for 
the eradication of yaws and the control of venereal diseases started 
on Ist November, 1955. Two main phases of the campaign have 
been completed and the follow-up phase is well advanced. At least 
90 per cent. of the population has been injected with penicillin, and 
check treatment and reporting of new cases and contacts have been 
incorporated in the regular Government Public Health Service. 
UNICEF contributed penicillin, basic field equipment and two 
vehicles for the campaign and the W.H.O. provided experts to help 
in the implementation of the scheme and gave a fellowship for study 
in Haiti which was awarded to Dr. G. J. Cordice. The St. Vincent 
Government with the assistance of a C.D. & W. grant provided 
salaries for local personnel and transport and undertook the main- 
tenance of vehicles. The project has been of incalculable benefit to 
the colony. The incidence of yaws, which was the highest among 
diseases in the colony, is now almost negligible. A three-week review 
in October, 1957, disclosed only four cases in all, two of which 
were considered to be re-infections. 


Pertussis Prevention Programme. This campaign, begun in 
December, 1955, is being carried out by the staff of the Medical 
Department and is financed from a C.D. & W. grant. Welcome 
Foundation Diptheriae-Tetanus-Pertussis Prophylactic (D.T.P.P.) is 
being used. Immunisation of babies does not start until after the 
age 3-6 months. D.T.P.P. in 1 c.c. doses is given three times in all, 
either deeply subcutaneously or intra-muscularly at intervals of 
4-6 weeks. One reinforcing dose is given at 12-15 months to raise 
the immunity to a high level in the pre-school period. The programme 
‘will continue for five years to December, 1960. 


Sanitary Services 


In spite of staff difficulties, routine measures, scavenging Kings- 
town, drainage, filling cesspits, etc. were carried out; existing public 
and school latrines were maintained in a sanitary condition and 
rural springs and wells serviced and protected. Plans are being con- 
sidered for an island-wide programme of environmental sanitation, 
with UNICEF assistance. 


Vital Statistics 








Year | Population Births Deaths Birth Rate | Death Rate 
per 1,000 per 1,000 
1954 75,200 3,117 1,125 42.4 15.3 
1955 76,780 3,607 1,102 47.5 14.5 
1956 78,594 3,601 937 46.4 12.1 
1957 80,781 4,261 985 53.5 12.4 
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INFANT MORTALITY 


Mortality Rate 
per 1,000 Births 





* Not available 


HOUSING 


“* Ten Years of Housing Development in St. Vincent ” was the theme 
of an exhibition held in August, 1957. The occasion was the official 
handing over of the 15 one-bedroom houses on the Paul’s Lot Aided 
Self-Help Housing Scheme, Kingstown. This was the second instal- 
ment of a 25-house project to clear 25 families from the worst slum 
area of Kingstown. A cut-out map located the 14 housing schemes 
from Sandy Bay on the north-east or Windward coast to Petit 
Bordel on the north-west or Leeward coast of the island. Plans 
showed the layout of the various schemes and the number of lots 
developed. An exhibit of a 16 ft. by 12 ft. frame house showed 
three methods of building a “ low income group house.” (1) Wattle 
and daub cement rendered walls. (2) Tapia wall rendered with 
cement mortar. (3) Wall of local Jumber. Three types of walling 
construction were shown in another exhibit giving the comparative 
cost of stone masonry, concrete block and landcrete block. Two 
lay models showed the orderly arrangement of two new villages. 
A precast latrine unit manufactured by the Public Health Engin- 
eering Unit was on display. This type of latrine is used on all rural 
schemes planned by the Central Housing and Planning Authority. 

Throughout 1956 and 1957 the rehabilitation of some 300 hurricane- 
stricken families was a major housing activity in the St. Vincent 
Grenadine islands. On the official list of the Hurrieane Relief 
Committee for the three affected islands, 324 houses were listed as 
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damaged in varying states from totally demolished to slightly 
damaged. In addition to supplying materials, skilled artisans and 
advice to householders, Government built 18 two-room houses 
(wattle and daub, cement rendered) for old and needy persons who 
were considered unable to make use of the materials, etc. supplied 
for rehabilitating their own houses. These Government houses 
served a dual purpose as they set an example which was copied by 
many of the families who formerly occupied crude and insubstantial 
wattle and daub, thatched huts. 


In the period under review permission was granted for the 
following housing operations: 
No. of Applications 


Nature of Building Approved 
1956 1957 

New Dwelling Houses . . 154 169 
Addition to Houses . . . 39 50 
Removal of Houses . 52 36 
Removal and Addition to Houses . 2 — 
Repairs 4 4 
Repairs and Additions to Houses . 3 2 
Alteration to Houses . 4 3 
Church Buildings — 1 
Garage Buildings 3 1 
Gas Depots — 1 
Office Buildings . — 1 
Shop Buildings . 17 6 
Cinema Houses . 1 — 
Reconstruction of Houses 2 _ 


At present building applications are approved by the Public 
Health Department. The Kingstown Town Board, and the Central 
Housing Planning Authority. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


ImporTANT legislation enacted during the years 1956 and 1957 
included the following Ordinances: 


1956 


No. 1.: The Income Tax Ordinance consolidates and amends the 
law relating to income tax. 


No. 2.: The Public Service Commission Ordinance makes provision 
for the creation of a Public Service Commission. 


No. 4.: The British Caribbean Shipping (Agreement) Ordinance 
provides for the ratification of the Agreement of the Ist November, 
1954, entered into between the Governments of certain Caribbean 
territories and the West Indies Navigation Company Limited. 
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No. 9.: The Public Order (Amendment) Ordinance provides for 
notice to be given to the police by persons organising or concerned 
in organising any public meeting or procession. 


No. 18.: The Supreme Court (Amendment) Ordinance brings up 
to date the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the Windward 
Islands and Leeward Islands in the St. Vincent Circuit in its Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty, as well as its original, jurisdiction to con- 
form with the practice obtaining in other colonies. 


No. 19.: The Employment Exchanges Ordinance provides for the 
establishment of Employment Exchanges. The Ordinance also 
provides for grants and loans to be made, out of funds provided 
by the Legislature, to assist persons travelling to places of employ- 
ment outside the colony. 


No. 31.: The Financial Secretary and the Accountant-General 
(Creation) Ordinance creates the offices of Financial Secretary and 
of Accountant General and provides for the allocation to them of 
duties heretofore performed by the Colonial Treasurer. 


No. 35.: The Summary Conviction Offences (Amendment) Ordinance 
increases the jurisdiction of Magistrates in regard to the offence of 
larceny of cattle from cases involving a subject matter not exceeding 
£2 value ($9.60) to cases involving a subject matter not exceeding 
$100. The maximum penalty for larceny of cattle increased from 
six months imprisonment to one year. 


No. 37.: The Legislative Council (Elections) (Amendment) Ordinance 
makes provision for: 


(a) the yearly preparation of a preliminary list of electors; 


(6) the quinquennial enumeration for the purpose of compiling 
preliminary lists; 


(c) prohibiting the making of false statements in relation to the 
character or conduct of candidates at elections and declaring 
the same to be an illegal practice; 


(d) the disqualification from voting or standing for election or 
remaining a member of the Legislative Council of any person 
convicted of an illegal practice at an election. 


1957 


No. 8.: The Assurance Companies Ordinance makes provision for 
regulating the carrying on of assurance business. When it comes 
into operation by proclamation the Ordinance will subject companies 
to which it applies to rules which tend to safeguard the interest of 
policy holders. 
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No. 11.: The Sedition and Undesirable Publications (Amendment) 
Ordinance empowers the Governor in Council to order the “* blan- 
ket ” banning of certain undesirable publications issued by certain 
subversive organisations. The Ordinance also permits indictments 
for certain offences to be preferred after the expiration of six months 
from the date of the commission of such offences. 


No. 13.: The Cane Farmers’ Association Ordinance establishes a 
body corporate to be known as the St. Vincent Cane Farmers’ 
Association for the purpose of encouraging among its members 
the expansion and development of the sugarcane industry. 


No. 15.: The Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance allows as a 
deduction the cost of passages to and from the colony granted to 
employees in respect of their employment. It grants relief in respect 
of United Kingdom income tax and it exempts from tax any sum 
paid by the taxpayer in support of a body of persons or trust 
established for charitable, religious, educational or scientific pur- 
poses of a public nature. 


No. 16.: The Agricultural Small Tenancies Ordinance protects the 
tenant of a small holding and encourages him to use the holding in 
a husbandlike manner. The Ordinance also makes provision whereby 
any dispute between landlord and tenant as to the amount of com- 
pensation payable is to be settled by the Superintendent of 
Agriculture whose award is subject to review, on appeal, by a 
Magistrate. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 
JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. The First 
Magisterial District consists of that part of Saint George’s parish 
which lies to the west of the Great Head or Warrawarrou River, 
and the parishes of St. Andrew, St. Patrick and St. David. The 
Second Magisterial District consists of the whole island of St. 
Vincent exclusive of that portion thereof which comprises the First 
District. The Third Magisterial District consists of all the Grenadine 
Islands included in the Government of St. Vincent. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Dis- 
trict I, the second being the Magistrate of Districts II and III, and 
the third being the Additional Magistrate of the colony. 

The local system of law falls under two main heads: statute law 
duly passed by legislation, etc., and the common law of England. 
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Scene on the east coast 





Shipping bananas in Kingstown 


Kingstown Market 


Primary school at Paget Farm, Bequia, in the St. Vincent Grenadines 
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The Supreme Court 


(2) 


(6) 


(c) 


Original Jurisdiction: The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided for by 
local legislation. An appeal from this Court lies to the West 
Indian Court of Appeal and thence to the Privy Council 
Committee. 


Summary Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines 
without a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of a legal 
or equitable nature, and all matters arising thereout or 
incidental thereto, in which the debt or damage claimed, or 
the amount or value does not exceed £50 and in actions for 
the recovery of possession where the value does not exceed 
£30. An appeal from this Court lies to the Windward Islands 
and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


Criminal Jurisdiction: In the exercise of its criminal jurisdic- 
tion the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, mis- 
demeanours and offences committed in the Colony or within 
three miles of any of the shores of the Colony; and of all 
treasons, felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to 
be tried and determined in the Court under and by any 
Imperial Statute now or hereafter to be passed for the 
purpose. 


The Magistrates’ Court 


(2) 
(5) 


Criminal Jurisdiction: The Court hears and determines all 
complaints or informations for summary offences. 


Civil Jurisdiction: The Court determines all actions of 
contract or tort other than cases of detenue where the 
amount claimed or value of the thing claimed whether as a 
debt, balance of account or damages or otherwise is in the 
case of actions of contract not more than £20 and in the 
case of actions of tort not more than £10; for damages for 
detention of, and/or for the recovery of any chattel or thing 
which is not more than £20 and in cases for the recovery of 
possession where the value does not exceed £20; and gener- 
ally in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law 
expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace. An 
appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the Supreme 
Court in its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 


Organisation and Establishment 
The Chief of Police is in command of the Force. 
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The strength of the Force was up to the authorised establishment 
on 31st December, 1957, as set out below: 


Establishment 


Chief of Police “ 
Deputy Chief of Police 
Assistant Chief of Police 
Inspector 

Sub-Inspectors 

Station Sergeants 
Sergeants 

Corporals 

Constables : 
Woman Police Constable 
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Except for the addition of two constables to man the new station 
at Spring Village, there has been no change in the establishment 
since 1955. The woman police constable has proved very useful, 
especially in connection with crimes involving women and young 
persons. 


Recruitment and Training 


In 1956 14 recruits were enlisted in the Force and went through 
a 16-week training programme covering all aspects of police duties. 
The Regional Police Training School in Barbados began functioning 
in 1956. A course for instructors was held and two n.c.o’s attended. 
Six recruits were sent for training. One police constable has been 
seconded to the School as an instructor. 


During 1956 one sub-inspector attended a course at the Metro- 
politan Police Training School, Hendon. The following members of 
the Force attended courses in Trinidad: one station sergeant attended 
a course in fingerprint and photography; one corporal attended a 
traffic control course; one corporal attended a drill instructor’s 
course; one constable attended a telecommunications course. 


Accommodation 


The building adjoining Police Headquarters, formerly occupied 
by the Senior Customs Officer, has been handed over to the Police 
Department, and will house the offices of the Chief of Police, the 
Fingerprint Branch, the Criminal Records Office and the Immigra- 
tion Office. During 1957 a new police station was built at Spring 
Village on the western coast of the island. 


er ee 


3 


ee eg ee, 


A 


Justice, Police and Prisons 37 


Transport 


The Force has one Commer, one Bedford van, two Land Rovers, 
two motor cycles and one launch. There is need for an increase in 
transport, especially as the Land Rovers are approaching the age 
when they will no longer be able to render efficient service. 


Communications 


The police wireless scheme has made rapid strides, and Police 
Headquarters is now linked by means of a repeater station with 
Georgetown and Union Island in the Grenadines. There are also 
three mobile sets. It is hoped in the very near future to set up a 
repeater station on the Leeward coast thus enabling the stations 
on that side of the island to be linked to Headquarters. 


Immigration 


The immigration services are controlled by the police. The total 
number of immigrants was 5,760 and the total number of emigrants 
was 6,828. 


Towards the middle of 1957, the number of persons migrating 
to the United Kingdom increased, and in August the highest 
number, 158, left. The total of 426 for the year included seven 
visitors, nine students and 410 persons seeking employment. 


Traffic Branch 


The Inland Revenue Department took over the collection of 
revenue for miscellaneous licences on 3rd January, 1957. This has 
meant that the Traffic Branch which issued these licences, can 
devote more time to traffic control. The Courtesy Squad continues 
to function, and the standard of driving is, as a result, gradually 
improving. There were five fatal accidents in 1956; 51 accidents 
were reported and 24 persons were injured. 


The number of vehicles registered in 1956 and 1957 was as | 


follows: 

1956 1957 
Private Cars é : é . 390 439 
Hired Cars 7 P . 2 52 58 
Trucks : . t . 188 203 
Buses : : ‘ é 66 60 
Jeeps : . . : 22 52 
Motor Cycles. ‘ P : 98 120 
Hearses : F . . 3 3 
Trailers . % ‘: 25 30 
Tractors : : : 2 18 19 

862 984 


The number of traffic offences recorded was 330. 
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Fire Brigade 


The police are responsible for the maintenance of the fire-fighting 
services, and the need for a small full-time Fire Brigade is being 
urgently considered. The Volunteer Fire Brigade which has 45 mem- 
members has always given excellent service. There were nine serious 
ie during 1956 and 1957 involving loss of property valued at 
$102,451.00. 


Police Band 


The Police Band is much improved, and, apart from playing on 
official occasions, it is also available for performances at fetes and 
bazaars on the payment of a small fee. There is no doubt that the 
Band has substantially improved relations between the police and 
the public. 


Crime 


The reorganisation of the Crime Branch and of criminal records, 
fingerprint and photography has begun to show its effect on the 
incidence of crime. Crime can now receive more attention and a 
higher percentage of cases is cleared up. There are now 4,729 
Criminal Record Office files established, with 2,521 fingerprints in 
the main collection. The fingerprint branch attended 40 scenes of 
crimes; five cases were cleared up by fingerprints. 


Crime figures show a decrease for the year 1956. Of a total of 
4,170 reports investigated by the police, charges were brought in 
2,703 cases; 650 were still under investigation at the close of the 
year, and 817 were closed as undetected. 


A total of 3,291 persons was apprehended or summoned; 73 were 
proceeded against in the higher courts and 48 were convicted. Of 
3,218 proceeded against in the Magistrates’ Courts, 2,307 were con- 
victed. In all, 2,355 persons were found guilty, including 428 for 
crimes against the person, 23 for crimes against property with 
violence, 615 for crimes against property without violence, 249 for 
traffic offences and 992 for minor offences. One case of murder and 
one of attempted murder were reported during 1956. There was an 
acquittal in the murder case, and a conviction in the case of attempted 
murder. 

Twelve persons were sentenced to three or more years imprison- 
ment, 16 for one year and under three, 36 for periods of six months 
and under one year and 102 others for lesser periods; 1,813 were 
fined and 376 were cautioned or otherwise dealt with. 


Coroner 


Twenty deaths were investigated by the police, and reports and 
statements were forwarded to the Coroner. Ten inquests were held. 
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Other Local Forces 

The Auxiliary Police Force (part-time) has a strength of three 
officers, two warrant officers and 56 n.c.o’s and constables; and the 
Grammar School Cadet Corps has two officers and 50 cadets. 


PRISONS 


The administration of prisons is governed by the Prison Rules. 

In July, 1956, approval was given for an additional male officer, 
which brought the strength to 27. 

The main prison in Kingstown continues to house the majority 
of the male prison population, but 14 prisoners under a Senior 
Officer live and work on the Ottley Hall Farm, three miles away. 
Each work day they are joined by extra officers and prisoners from 
the main prison. The agricultural work on the farm is under the 
direction of a trained agricultural officer. 

The female prisoners still occupy Fort Charlotte, some two miles 
from the main prison, under the supervision of a matron and an 
assistant. 

The daily average prison population was 120.2 in 1956 and 92.8 
in 1957. In 1956 77 offences were committed against prison dis- 
cipline, as against 84 in 1957. 

Much attention was given in 1957 to the application of modern 
methods of prison administration by the introduction of competitive 
recreation, educational films and classes, vocal music, etc., with a 
view to encouraging good behaviour. 

The health of prisoners was under the care of a Prison Medical 
Officer, and their health generally was good. Since the appointment 
of a male nurse to the prison staff, all minor injuries are attended 
to at the main prison while more serious cases are dealt with at 
the Colonial Hospital. Following discussions with the Windward 
Islands Dietitian in 1957 a more attractive diet was introduced. 

The chief occupations in which prisoners were employed were 
quarrying, stone crushing (mechanical), concrete-block making 
and farming. 

Remission remained at one-third of sentences served. 

The Superintendent assisted in placing discharged prisoners in 
employment and provided needy cases with clothing. The Public 
Assistance and Probation Officer also gave after-care assistance to 
discharged prisoners. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


THE cost of development projects undertaken during 1956 and 1957 
totalled £114,638 and was met from Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds. The work included the extension of rural water 
systems, the laying of new water mains from the Vermont Mountain 
to the Kingstown area, the reconstruction of roads, the building of 
schools and the extension of the Colonial Hospital. 
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Sixty thousand pounds has been allocated to the improvement 
of water supplies. Expenditure amounted to £4,582 in 1956 and to 
£11,504 in 1957. 

Work on the water scheme began in May, 1956, and during that 
year the Lauders/Biabou extension was completed at a cost of 
£1,800. Work on the South Leeward Water Supply (with its source 
in the Vermont Hills) began in June, 1957. This project is expected 
to be completed towards the middle of 1958 at an estimated cost 
of £39,000. Extensions to the South Windward water supplies are 
in progress and are estimated to cost £5,450. In the Park Hill/South 
Rivers area improvements and extension have been completed at a 
cost of £1,610. 

Other water extensions and improvements to be completed in the 
first half of 1958 are: Georgetown Water Supply (£2,450), Chateau- 
belair Water Supply (£1,950), Langley Park and Mt. Bentinck Water 
Supply (£1,800), and Cane End and Carriere (£2,500). 

A new drainage system was laid in the town of Calliaqua at a 
cost of £7,256 to prevent flooding during the rainy season. 

Approximately 1,400 cubic yards of coral reef, which was 
obstructing the overshoot area of the seadrome, was removed at a 
cost of £1,400. 

The sum of £25,000 has been allocated to the hospital develop- 
ment scheme which provides for the extension of both the main 
male and female ward at the Colonial Hospital. Quarters for two 
district nurses and three out-district dispensers, for an ophthalmic 
‘ward and for an emergency lighting plant are also provided for. 
These projects are well advanced. 

The following elementary schools were built during 1956 and 
1957: 


Evesham School for 350 pupils 
Park Hill School » 290 ,, 
Calder School » 300 ,, 
Sandy Bay 200 =O, 


Lowmans (Leeward) School x 300 ,, 
Paget Farm (Bequia) School ,, 200_,, 


The Kingstown Preparatory School was extended to accommodate 
50 new pupils. 


Chapter 11: Communications 
SHIPPING 


There has not yet been a full-scale resumption of pre-war regular 
steamship passengers and cargo services to and from the colony. 
Cargo services were, however, provided periodically by the Royal 
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Netherlands Steamship Company and the Harrison Line. The S.S. 
West Indian of the Federally controlled West Indies Navigation 
Company made a valuable contribution to traffic within the 
Caribbean. 

Calls by ships of the Canadian National and Alcoa Steamship 
Lines ceased as from the middle of 1957; the Saguenay Shipping 
Ltd. then began their occasional visits from Canadian ports. Other 
cargoes were mainly transhipped from other West Indian ports. 

Intercolonial voyages were made during the period by sailing 
vessels and small motor vessels. 


AIR 
The St. Vincent Government Air Service continued to operate with 
Grumman amphibian aircraft, connecting St. Vincent, Barbados, 
Trinidad, Grenada and Dominica. 
It is proposed to construct, at an estimated cost of £225,000, an 
airfield to accommodate aircraft up to Dakota standard. 


ROADS 
The sum of $80,500 was spent in maintaining roads during 1956, 
and new bridges were built at Gomea (60 feet span), Caruth (40 feet 
span) and Vermont (72 feet span). 

The main bridge in the town of Layou received a new deck of 
30 feet span. During 1957 $217,900 was spent in maintaining roads; 
$32,000 was spent on special road services, such as oiling steep 
gradients, widening corners at Belle Isle and Coronation Club, and 
improving river crossings; $14,000 was spent on bridges. The 
bridges at Adelphi and Wallilabou were redecked, and the bridge 
at Barrouallie was extensively repaired. 

There are 70 miles of oiled roads and 340 miles of gravelled roads. 
The new road building programme got underway in 1956 with the 
opening up and oiling of the Farm Road, which is about three 
miles long, in Mesopotamia Valley. Other roads under reconstruc- 
tion are the New Prospect Road which links Biabou with Meso- 
potamia, passing through a rich banana growing area, and the 
Spring Village Road along the Cumberland Valley. At the end of 
1957 approximately 2? miles were oiled on each of these roads. 

The mule trace for the proposed Trans-Insular Road was extended 
by 14 miles. The trace is for survey purposes in examining the 
prospects of constructing a road to run from Wallibou to George- 
town and to feed the valley between Morne Garu and Soufriere 
Mountains. 

A scheme for the improvement of Leeward Highway at a cost 
of $288,000 was approved in 1957. It entails the oiling of eight of 
the 11 miles on the main Leeward Highway between Barrouallie 
and Chateaubelair. The terrain is extremely rugged, but fortunately 
the route is well established and a stable gravel road exists upon 
which the colas surface is to be constructed. This will be a major 
project. 
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POSTS 


The postal service of the colony is carried on through a General 
Post Office and eight sub-post offices on the island of St. Vincent, 
and two sub-post offices on the out-lying islands of Bequia and 
Union Island. In addition there are 19 postal agencies where stamps 
are sold and ordinary and registered letters are received and 
despatched. 


Telegraph services are provided by Cable and Wireless (West 
Indies) Ltd. 


During 1957 a total of 1,168,861 postal articles was dealt with, 
as against 1,089,625 in 1956. 


The total revenue from sale of postage stamps, poundage on 
gt a etc., in 1957 was $119,875 as compared with $60,300 
in 1956. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 


The Vincentian, the local newspaper, is published weekly, and 
Challenge, Government-promoted and printed, is published bi- 
monthly. 


BROADCASTING 


Radio St. Vincent, which was established on an amateur basis in 
1953, has received Government support and now broadcasts a 
regular weekly programme on Sundays which includes musical 
items, quiz programmes, interviews, talks, items of news, and 
church services. During the hurricane season Radio St. Vincent 
puts on a daily service of weather reports. 


FILMS 


There are three commercial cinemas. Films are imported from the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


A Public Relations Officer was appointed in April, 1954. He has 
‘been responsible for keeping the public informed of the policies, 
actions and achievements of the Government. He is also Editor 
of Challenge. 
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PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography 


Sr. VINCENT is one of the chain of Windward Islands at the eastern 
edge of the Caribbean Sea. It is about 100 miles west of Barbados 
and lies between St. Lucia to the north, and the Grenadines to the 
south. It extends from north to south; it is 18 miles in length, and 
11 miles across. It is 133 square miles in area, and with its Grenadines 
dependencies the total area of the territory is 150 square miles. 

St. Vincent is a beautiful island, with green hills reaching to the 
sea. A range of volcanic mountains stretches its entire length, from 
the Soufriere (4,048 ft.) with its crater lake in the north, to Mount 
St. Andrew in the south. The range is almost impenetrable, and the 
slopes show many contrasts. The eastern, or windward slope, is 
gentle and undulating, with flat valleys lying between low foothills, 
whereas the leeward slope is deeply dissected and rugged, although 
alluvial plains border the rivers. Numerous small rivers flow down 
both slopes of the mountains. They are short and swift, and in 
their upper courses have carved deep gorges. On the leeward slope, 
they tend to diminish in the dry season. In the north is a mountainous 
area containing pockets of level land, known as Carib country, 
which used to be prosperous, but its value was seriously impaired 
by the eruption of the Soufriere in 1902. The soils are deep, and 
exceptionally light and porous for a volcanic area, enabling St. 
Vincent to grow cotton which would otherwise be restricted to 
drier islands. 

St. Vincent lies in latitude 13° 15’ north, and its climate is pleasant 
as north-east sea breezes modify the tropical heat. The average 
temperature is about 80° F., and it rarely rises above 90° F. The 
short cool season lasts from January to March, but the nights are 
always cool. As the island is high, the rainfall is heavy, and the 
central mountainous region receives over 100 inches. ‘The coastal 
Jands are drier, with a rainfall of 60 to 80 inches. The year is com- 
monly divided into two seasons, a wet and a dry. Most of the rain 
falls between June and December, but some rain continues to fall 
during the rest of the year. However, bright sun and clear skies 
are the rule, and rain generally falls in heavy downpours which do 
not last long. The hurricane season is from mid-July to mid-October, 
but hurricanes usually pass north of St. Vincent. 

The island is well wooded, and rich forests cover al] the moun- 
tainous parts. Mahogany is the most valuable timber, and there are 
new plantations of teak and whitewood. Some wood is burned for 
charcoal, but indiscriminate cutting is controlled by forest guards. 
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As throughout the West Indies, the vegetation is very varied, and 
there are many plants of striking brilliance, such as the flamboyante, 
hibiscus, and poinsettia, while there is also a variety of palm and 
fruit trees. The coastal lowlands and valleys are all cleared for 
cultivation. 

The population of St. Vincent is about 80,000, 75 per cent. being 
of African descent, and 3 per cent. being white. The rest of the 
population consists of East Indians, Caribs, and many of mixed 
origin. The average density is about 500 per square mile, but as 
much of the land is uninhabited, the density in the cultivated area 
is greater. Thus the more populous areas are the coasts and valleys, 
while the north-west and centre of the island are sparsely peopled. 
The population continues to grow, and the problem of over- 
population in relation to the resources of the island is great. For 
this reason every effort is being made to encourage likely enterprises. 

The chief town is Kingstown, which is situated among the foot- 
hills of Mount St. Andrew on a large bay sheltered from the 
north-east winds. Small townships are found throughout the 
farmed districts, especially along the coasts. The chief of these is 
Georgetown on the east coast. 

St. Vincent’s economy is based on the export of a few agricultural 
products. The traditional crops are arrowroot, and a fine variety of 
sea island cotton, but recently the acreage devoted to these crops 
has been reduced because of marketing difficulties. In 1957 bananas, 
for which better prices are obtained, became the leading export. 
Other crops include coconuts, sugar-cane, cassava, groundnuts, and 
sweet potatoes, various vegetables and livestock are also exported, 
and a large acreage is devoted to food crops for home consumption. 
There are several factories which process the island products. These 
include the Central Arrowroot Factory for the manufacture of 
starch; the Central Cotton Ginnery, which also expresses coconut 
oil; and the Mt. Bentinck sugar factory. 

No road as yet crosses the central mountains. A coastal road 
nearly encircles the island, and roads lead up the valleys, linking 
the rural villages; on the Leeward coast there is considerable sea 
traffic. Several cargo-carrying shipping lines provide service with 
the United States, Canada, British Guiana, and Jamaica, and the 
Geest banana boats carry a small number of passengers to the 
United Kingdom. Small motor vessels run between St. Vincent and 
Barbados, from which passenger ships leave regularly for England 
(4,084 miles); and air services to other islands are regular, and 
continue to develop. 

The St. Vincent Grenadines are a chain of delightful little islands. 
They vary in character, but all have low rainfall, white beaches and 
scrub-covered hills. The inhabitants are mostly fisher-folk, but they 
also grow some cotton, corn and peas, and rear stock. Bequia has a. 
schooner-building industry and a tourist-class hotel. Some of the 
islands are privately owned. 


Chapter 2: History 


St. VINCENT was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January, 1498, and named it after 
the Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed 
away, leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second 
decade of the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure 
origin survived. The most interesting remains of this primitive people 
are the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the 
Kingstown Library, and some large stones, probably altars, with 
peculiar engravings which are to be found in different parts of the 
island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King 
Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. 
The French also had claims on the island, holding that it was 
included in the grant made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc 
in 1626. They were however content not to press their claims so 
Jong as the island was not formally occupied by the British. Small 
numbers of adventurers of both countries risked settling among the 
Caribs; the French were the more numerous and the more successful 
at winning Carib friendship. Settlements were made along the Lee- 
ward coast in places which still bear French names, and it was the 
French who first settled where the capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and English 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 

Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived 
to make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged 
themselves subjects of the King of England. In order to strengthen 
his claim under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian 
islands (St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in 
his Governor’s commission in 1672. 

In 1675 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the 
Grenadines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried 
with the local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known 
as the Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or 
Yellow Caribs. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton; and St. 
‘Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 
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Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, 
it was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. 
But European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their 
land to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to 
subdue them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major 
objects of the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 17th 
February, 1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sovereignty 
without reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance and 
ceded a large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but they retained 
a large measure of self-government and the districts they kept were 
secured in perpetuity to them and their posterity. 

During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was cap- 
tured by the French in June, 1779; but the island was restored to 
the British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke 
out again between England and France; and in March, 1795, aided 
by the French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor 
Hugues, the representative of the National Convention in Guade- 
loupe, the Caribs broke out from their reservations and for a time 
threatened to master the whole island. Early in the fighting their 
leader, Chatoyer, was killed in single combat with Major Alexander 
Leith, but this had little effect on the course of the war. Three 
regiments had arrived in September, 1795, but it was not until June, 
1796, when Sir Ralph Abercromby came with further reinforcements, 
that the Caribs were finally subdued. The majority of the Caribs 
on surrendering were deported to the island of Roatan in the Bay 
of Honduras. 

After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters 
to convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land 
instead of the sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satis- 
factory road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and 
Kingstown, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a 
tunnel 250 feet long. But the planters were in difficulties; their 
properties had been ravaged in the disturbances and they were in 
debt. And in 1812 Soufriere “ erupted with such force as to blow 
away its summit and devastate the greater part of the island.” 
Most of the coffee and cocoa trees were destroyed and the sugar 
crop ruined. 

In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the 
economic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished. 
in 1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to 
the masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves 
were liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the 
production of sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to 
work for low wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent. 
and to acquire lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor 
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Sir John Campbell, wrote about them: “ As a general rule they 
possess, beyond all reasonaole question, most of the essential 
elements of progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelli- 
gence and quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy 
desire to better their condition.” 


Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the 
estates, and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived 
for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians 
are now well respected members of the island community. 


In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar 
fell and a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of 
the century. Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great 
calamity in the hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people 
and damaged many buildings. This was followed four years Jater 
by a disastrous volcanic eruption, which devastated the northern 
part of the island. These disasters shook the morale of the people, 
who al some time after seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic 
attitude. 


At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to 
ameliorate the condition of the people by the introduction of a 
peasant land settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agri- 
cultural school was established, which functioned for twelve years. 
In 1903, Sir Daniel Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the 
West Indies, introduced the growing of Sea Island cotton. But the 
most profitable product of the colony is arrowroot, which was 
introduced after 1834. 


Prior to the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely res- 
ponsible for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of 
£80 towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary 
schools receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a 
co-educational secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. 
But unfortunately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera 
in 1854 led to the closing of the secondary school and most of the 
primary schools in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary 
and secondary education were established on a sound basis and a 
resident inspector of schools was appointed. In 1922 Government 
decided to award biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at 
any university in the British Empire. 


Much has changed in the last fifty years; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid 
and the assistance given under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act, which has already brought improvements, inter alia, 
in agriculture, sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. 
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The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provision for the establishment of Village Councils and administra- 
tion of villages by these Councils. 

The Small Towns Regulation (Amendment) Ordinances, also 
passed in 1948, provide for the establishment of partly elected and 
partly nominated Boards with an elected majority. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION* 


Tue Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. 
In 1867 the constitution was found no longer suited to the altered 
circumstances of the colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
was created, composed of 12 members—three ex officio, three 
nominated by the Crown and six elected by the people. 


This constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the Local 
Legislature, and until December, 1924, the Legislative Council 
consisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed 
by the Crown. 


By an Order in Council dated March, 1924, as amended by an 
Order in Council dated February, 1931, a partly elected Legislative 
Council was constituted, consisting of the Governor, three ex officio 
members, one nominated official member, one nominated unofficial 
member and three elected members. The island was divided into 
three electoral districts, each returning one elected member. It was 
provided that an election should take place every three years, and 
elections under this constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 1931. 


A new Legislative Council for the colony of St. Vincent was 
constituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th 
October, 1936. The unofficial representation was increased from 
three elected and one nominated to five elected and three nominated 
members, while the official membership was reduced to two in 
number. The colony was divided into five electoral districts, the 
Grenadines for the first time being constituted a district. 





* Note: This section describes the situation as it was in 1957. Important con- 
stitutional changes were introduced on the Ist January, 1960, including the 
abolition of the post of Governor of the Windward Islands, the appointment 
of a Chief Minister, an increase in the total number of Ministers from three to 
four, and some alterations in the composition of the Executive and Legislative 
Councils. Since the beginning of 1959 the administration of the colony’s 
grant-in-aid has rested with the Federal Government of The West Indies. 
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A new constitution was given to the colony by Order in Council 
dated Ist August, 1951. This provided for a Legislative Council 
consisting of the Administrator, two ex officio members, three 
nominated members and eight elected members. The boundaries of 
the electoral districts were re-defined, as closely as possible, on a 
population basis. This increased representation, allowing for a clear 
unofficial majority, was accompanied by a grant of the franchise to 
all persons attaining the age of 21 years. The first elections under 
this constitution took place on 15th October, 1951. Early in 1956 
a new constitution incorporating a ministerial system of govern- 
ment was introduced. During the period under review there was an 
Executive Council consisting of two or, if the Governor was present 
in the Executive Council, three ex officio members, one member 
being a person holding a public office in the island, styled the 
official member, and one member, being a nominated member of 
the Legislative Council, styled the nominated member, both of 
whom were appointed by the Governor by Instrument under the 
Public Seal of the island, and four members, being elected by the 
Legislative Council from among its elected members, and styled 
the elected members. Each of the following Ministries were placed 
in the charge of an Elected Member of the Executive Council: 
Ministry for Trade and Production, Ministry for Communications 
and Works, and Ministry for Social Services. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in Part IT, Chapter 9. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


At the end of 1957 there were 1,230 Government employees, 
excluding daily paid workers and casual employees. 


Training courses for junior clerical officers were held in 1956 
and 1957. 


Local Government 


Apart from the Kingstown Town Board, there are eight local 
authorities in the island, which are: 


The Georgetown Town Board 
The Calliaqua Town Board 
The Layou Town Board 

The Barrouallie Town Board 
The Chateaubelair Town Board 
The Marriaqua Village Council 
The Troumaca Village Council 
The Bequia District Council. 
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Each local authority with the exception of the Bequia District 
Council is made up of four elected and two nominated members. 
In the Bequia District Council there are four elected and three 
nominated members. Members hold office for two years. The 
retiring members are eligible for re-election. 


The duties of a local authority are mainly to provide for the 
collection and expenditure of monies allotted or authorised by law 
to be raised for the benefit of the particular District and to provide 
for the good Government of the District. 


Each local authority is given a Government grant and any surplus 
of revenue over expenditure is held as reserve. 


The financial position of each as at 31st December, 1956, was as 
follows: 


$ 
Georgetown Credit balance of 768.22 
Calliaqua 3 i 2,475.31 
Layou Debit + 1,824.01 
Barrouallie Credit Pe 295.96 
Chateaubelair i 29.11 


Marriaqua Village Council 3s 737.29 
Troumaca Village Council 33 mF 109.88 
Bequia District Council Debit a5 1,516.13 


The estimated revenue and expenditure of the eight local auth- 
orities for the year 1957 was as follows: 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 

Georgetown 5,222.00 4,946.09 
Calliaqua 3,600.00 3,600.00 
Layou 4,175.00 4,175.00 
Barrouallie 3,660.00 3,656.00 
Chateaubelair 3,912.00 3,912.00 
Marriaqua Village Council 1,112.00 1,112.00 
Troumaca Village Council 912.00 912.00 
_Bequia District Council 11,120.00 11,120.00 


The local authorities are governed by a Local Government 
Ordinance, No. 17 of 1951, under the supervision of a local govern- 
ment officer. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


BritisH Imperial standard weights and measures are in use and the 
Police are inspectors of weights and measures. 


Chapter 5: Reading List 


Admiralty Charts, No. 791, 1908; No. 501, 1932. 


ANDERSON, R. M. (editor) The St. Vincent Handbook. Sth edition. 
Kingstown, “ Vincentian ” Office, 1938. 


Annual Register Vol. 16, 1773 (pages 83-92). 


Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Charibbs and 
the sale of land in the island of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 
1773. 


BRISBANE, SIR CHARLES. Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, 

Governor of St. Vincent, to the House of Assembly of that colony 
. enclosing certain bills for meliorating the condition of, and 

for emancipating the slave population of the colony, 1826. 
Communications from Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B., Governor of 
St. Vincent to the House of Assembly of that colony enclosing 
Lord Bathurst's despatch of the 9th July, with the joint reply of 
the Council and Assembly; and a letter depicting alarm and danger 
by the insurrection in Demarara. 1823. 

Burns, SiR ALAN. History of the British West Indies. Allen and 
Unwin, 1954. 

EARLE, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines. 
Kingstown, 1924. 

DuncaN, E. A brief history of St. Vincent with studies of citizenship, 
Kingstown, 1955. 

HicHaM, C. S. S. The development of the Leeward Islands under the 
Restoration, 1660-1688. Cambridge University Press, 1921. 


Musecrave, T. B. C. Historical sketch of the colony of St. Vincent. 
Kingstown, 1891. 


PaReEs, RICHARD. War and Trade in the West Indies, 1739-1763. 
Oxford University Press, 1936. 


RaGATZ, L. J. The fall of the Planter Class in the British Caribbean, 
1763-1833. New York, Century Publishers, 1928. 

SHEPHARD, CHARLES. An Historical Sketch of the island of St. Vincent. 
London, Nicol, 1831. 

URING, NATHANIEL. A relation of the late intended settlement of the 
islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent in America; in right of the 
Duke of Montagu and under His Grace’s direction and orders in 
the year 1722. London, J. Peele, 1725. 


YOuNG, Sir W. Account of the black Charaibs in the island of St. 
Vincent, with the Charaib treaty of 1779 (sic 1773) and other 
original documents compiled from the papers of the late Sir 
W. Y. 1798, 
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ST. VINCENT GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


Obtainable, if in print, from the Crown Agents for Oversea 
Governments and Administrations, 4 Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


GENERAL 
Administrative Reports, 1947-54. 
Government Gazette. 
Minutes of Legislative Council (2 vols.) 1949-57. 
Ordinances, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953-57. 
Regulations, Orders in Council, etc., 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953-57. 
(Bound copy). 
Report on Vital Statistics, 1950-55. 


AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Credit 


Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Report on an Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators 
in the Windward Islands (1945), by E. L. Jack, Chairman of 
the Jamaica Loans Societies Board. 


Report on Agricultural Credit Societies, St. Vincent, by A. L. JOLLY, 
Lecturer in Economics, Imperical College of Tropical Agri- 
culture, Trinidad. 

Agricultural Policy 


Memorandum of an Agricultural Policy for St. Vincent (as presented 
by the Land Settlement and Deveiopment Board and adopted 
by the Legislative Council, 1946. 


Agricultural Staff 


Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Land Settlement 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Livestock Policy 


Memorandum (1949), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (M. A. G. 
HANSCHELL). 


Marketing of Local Produce 


Memorandum, by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


Reading List 53 

Processing 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
Rosinson), on Arrowroot Research. 

Report, by A. R. WILLIAMSON, on the Organisation, Technique and 
Equipment of the Arrowroot Industry in St. Vincent, together 
with recommendations for its future. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Co-operative Factories. 

Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON), on Government Cotton Ginneries. 


Report, by P. W. BriGGs, on Cotton Ginneries in the Leeward and 
Windward Islands and Barbados—\8th March-17th September. 


Soil Conservation 


Memorandum (1944), by the Superintendent of Agriculture (C. K. 
ROBINSON). 


CENSUS 


Preliminary Report on the Census Returns of 1946, by the St. Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


Preliminary Report on the Census of Agriculture, by the St. Vincent 
Census Officer (R. N. Jack, Labour Commissioner). 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Report (1944) of Committee, under the chairmanship of K. W. 
BLACKBURNE, Administrative Secretary to the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies, on questions of 
staffing of Government Departments and of Salaries of Cuil 
Servants in St. Vincent. 


Report (1948), of Committee on revision of salaries of Government 
employees, and of wages of Government labourers. 
Civil Service List, 1949 (Revised as at Ist July, 1949). 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Preliminary Report (August, 1944), by S. R. H. BEARD, M.I.Mech.E., 
Harbour Engineer, Trinidad, on Kingstown Port Improvements. 


Supplementary Report (October, 1944) on Kingstown Port Improve- 
ments. 


Report on Fact-Finding Meeting on Shipping for British Caribbean 
Area, held at Headquarters of the Comptroller for Develop- 
ment and Welfare in Barbados in July, 1947. 


Memorandum (January, 1944), by the Superintendent of Public 
Works (G. A. Grant), on a Ten- Year Road Construction Scheme 
for St. Vincent. 
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DEVELOPMENT 


A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited 
by BERNARD GiBBs, Government Secretary, under the direction 
of R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of St: 
Vincent. 


Report and Recommendations for the Development of St. Vincent 
by a team of experts following its visit in November, 1957. 
(Chairman: A. de K. FRAMPTON). 


ECONOMICS 


Memorandum on the National Income of St. Vincent, 1942, by 
FREDERICK BENHAM, sometime Economic Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report (1943) on the Public Finances of St. Vincent, by FREDERICK 
BENHAM. 

EDUCATION 

Memorandum (1943), by S. A. HAMMOND, Educational Adviser to 
the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West 
Indies, on Education in St. Vincent. 


Memorandum (1946), on Suggestions for a School-Building Pro- 
gramme, by the Education Officer (J. W. Forrest). 


FISHING INDUSTRY 


Memorandum (1945) on the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent and the 
St. Vincent Grenadines, by H. H. Brown, Director of Fishery 
Investigations in the British West Indies. 


FORESTRY 
Report (1944) on Forestry in St. Vincent, by the Conservator of 
Forests, Trinidad and Tobago, after preliminary visits by J. S. 
BEARD, Assistant Conservator. 


GEOLOGY 


A Geological Investigation at the Soufriere Volcano, April, 1946, by 
A. SENN, Geologist attached to the British Union Oil Co. Ltd., 
Barbados. 


The Geology of St. Vincent and the neighbouring Grenadines, by 
KENNETH W. EARLE. 
HEALTH 


Proposals for a Policy for the Medical Department, St. Vincent, 
particularly in respect of the ten-year period, 1946-56, by the 
Senior Medical Officer (W. L. Wess). 


Report of a Malaria Survey (1944) of St. Vincent, by L. J. CHARLEs, 
Malariologist, Leeward-Windward Islands. 
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HOUSING 


Report upon a Survey of Housing and Sanitary Conditions undertaken 
in St. Vincent during 1940-42, by the Senior Medical Officer 
(W. L. Wess). 

Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. Vincent 

), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN, Town Planning Adviser to 
i Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West 
Indies. 


Second Report on Town and Country Planning and Housing in St. 
Vincent (1944), by R. GARDINER-MEDWIN. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Memorandum (1946) on Electric Supply and proposed Hydro-Electric 
Development in St. Vincent, by GEORGE RopDAN, Hydraulic 
and Electric Engineer and Water Adviser to the Comptroller 
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 

Report on Water Supplies and Water Power in St. Vincent, by 
GeEorGE RODDAN. 

Report on survey of the St. Vincent Telephone System (carried out 
16th-30th March, 1945), by C. J. KerrH, General Superinten- 
dent of Plant, Trinidad Consolidated Telephones, Ltd. 

Report on the St. Vincent Telephone System (May, 1946), by PREECE, 
CarpDeEw and Ruprr, Consulting Engineers to the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Report (1943) on Social Welfare in the Windward Islands by T. S. 
SIMEY, sometime Social Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller 
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies. 


Report on a Visit to St. Vincent (1945), by D. IpBerson, Social 
Welfare Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare in the West Indies. 


UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable, if in print, from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


British Dependencies in the Caribbean and North Atlantic, 1939-1952. 
Cmd. 8575, 1952. 


Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 


Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian 
Colonies, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 11th September to 19th 
September, 1947. 


Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 9d. Part II: Proceedings. Colonial 
No. 218, 1948. 
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Report of the British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Com- 
mittee, 1948-49. Colonial No. 255, 1950. 


Report of the Commission on the Unification of the Public Services 
in the British Caribbean Area. Colonial No. 254, 1950. 


Report of the Commission on the Establishment of a Custom Union 
in the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. Colonial No. 268, 1951. 

Report by the Conference on West Indian Federation held in London 
in April, 1953. Cmd. 8837, 1953. 

A Plan for a British Caribbean Federation, agreed by the Conference 
on West Indian Federation, London, April, 1953. Cmd. 8895, 
1953. 

West India Royal Commission Report. Cmd. 6607, 1945. Out of 
print. 

Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 1957. Colonial No. 337, 
1958. 


Agriculture in the West Indies. Colonial No. 182, 1942. Out of print. 


West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Forestry and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. ENGLEDow. Cmd. 
6608, 1945. 


Report on Production of Fish in ad a Empire, by Dr. C. F. 
HICKLING. Colonial No. 300, 


An Economic Survey of the pee ss 1951. Vol. IV: The 
West Indian and American Territories. Colonial No. 281-4, 1953. 


Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1944. 
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1955 


$ 
653,314 00 Depos: 
ena Funds— 

Bain Gray Prize 
C.D.W. Schemes i 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 
Cotton Growers Association 
Cotton Pest Scheme . 
Central Housing and Planning 
Cocoa Development See 
Graham Bequest 
Hayward X-Ray 
Home Fund 
Livestock Development Scheme 
Motor Launch Depreciation 
Musgrave Prize . 


LIABILITIES 


Permanent Investment “Eruption : 


Pauls Lot Scheme 7 . 
Peniston Scheme 2 
Reserves for Housing Scheme 
Savings Bank 

Simmons Bequest & 

Soil Conservation Scheme 


Sugar Industry—Labour Welfare | 


Price Stabilisat 
Rehabilitation 
West Indies University College 
Towns—Barrouallie 
Calliaqua * a 
Chateaubelair 
Georgetown 


Less Town of Layou . 
Port Elizabeth 
Cotton Working j 
St. Vincent Air Service 


Other than Special Funds— 
Deferred Maintenance 
Sundry Deposits 
Supply Control Trading 
Grenada Inwards 
Less Grenada Outwards 


St. Lucia Inwards ‘ 
Less St. Lucia Outwards 


Less Dominica Outwards 
Dominica Old 


ion 


18,461 


17,247 
4,100 


23,892 
85 





6,715 
455,172 
845 


12,620 


13,146 
493,500 


"23,977 


Less Dominica Inwards 


Post Office Account 


2,511 


21,466 
113,896 


135,363 


35,322 00 


868,800 00 Overdrafts: 
Joint Colonial Fund 
Barclays Bank . 
Crown Agents Current 


Colony Reserve Fund 


C.D.C. Remittance in transit 


1,557.436 00 
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302,182 
472,864 


358,137 


"775,047 


49 
61 


72 


43 
70 


“2,181.392 





831,002 
35,322 


1,291,068 
24,000 






A 


© 31st DECEMBER, 1956 





1955 
$ Cc ASSETS 
036,305 00 Authorised Advances 7 
160,455 00 Cash: 
i pa alas Fi é 
Treasury ‘ - ® 


658,976 00 a eit 


Bain Gray Prize % 
Cotton Faccory Depreciation 
Graham Bequest 
Home 
Housing Scheme “Reserve 
Motor Launch Depreciation 
Musgrave Prize Fund 5 
Permanent Investment Eruption 2 
Reserve Fund—Colony 
Simmons Bequest 
Savings Bank 
a Industry: 
Price Stabilisation 
Rehabilitation 
Labour Welfare 


Dr. 
298,300 00 General Revenue Balance: 


Surplus and Deficit 
Less Balance at 1.1.56 
Plus Bulldozer overcharged ‘1955. 


Less Loss on Investments. 4,241 
Permanent Investment Eruption 3,643 
Deferred Maintenance ‘ 34,059 


Notes as at 3lst December, 1956: 


298,300 52 
24775 00 


323,075 52 


68 
00 41,944 34 


1. The Public Debt (not recorded in the above Liabilities) 
stood at $676,243.14 and the Accumulated Fund for 


redemption at $227,152.84. 


2. The foilowing amounts, due from Her Majesty’s 
Government viz. $350,098.57 for re-imbursement of 
expenditure on C.D. & W. Schemes; $85,0 
Balance of Grant for Revision of Salaries, 1956, 
$129,867. Balance of Normal Grant-in-Aid ‘unpaid 
is not shown in the above statement. 


3. Loans from Revenue repayable to the Colony 


amounted to $190,610.99. 


4. Advances in anticipation of loan which amounts to 
$769,502.50 is included in the item ‘ Authorised 


Advances.” 


5. There is a contingent Liability to Savings Bank 


Account in the sum of $87,653.53. 


1,557,436 00 


61 


281,131 


78 


8 


$ c 
1,228,423 25 


40,619 06 


626,791 72 


285,558 60 


2,181,392 63 








1956 LIABILITIES 
$ c Deposits: $ $ 
831,002 00 Special Funds— 
Ante Trepomatoais ie ‘ : : . é ‘ 49 73 a 
Aedes Aegypti . 10 SO 
Banana Growers Price Stabilisation . 13,498 00 
Bain Gray Prize ; ; . & 824 
C.D.W. Schemes : 7 * . 248,068 41 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 5 ; ‘ ‘ 326 78 
Cotton Growers Association : * 5,804 
Cotton Pest . , 5 ; : 7 ‘i : 869 
Camden Park. 7 " : ' 32,727 46 
Cocoa Development Scheme : . 4 a 10,383 98 
Deferred Maintenance : 4 i ‘ y : 22,362 80 
Graham Bequest ¥ £ “ “ 4 ‘5 hi 6,555 82 
Hayward X-Ray ‘ f ‘ 7 . : ‘ 163 02 ‘ 
Home Fund ‘ 4 . ; 17,100 
Livestock Development Scheme | * ‘ : 11 40 
Marriaqua Village Council i , . : . 1,431 17 
Motor Launch Depreciation . a ‘ : 1,189 82 
Musgrave Prize . . ‘ 4 . 25 06 
Permanent Investment ‘Epuption Z ‘ , 4 ‘ | 
Pauls Lot Scheme . s é ‘ 5 392 00 
Peniston Scheme _ - § : F 5 F 616 67 
Savings Bank. é : : : : ' 603,040 O07 
Simmons Bequest 2 ‘ : : : A * 748 56 
Soil Conservation Scheme . ' F ¢ ‘ 9,036 38 
Sugar Industry—Labour Welfare ; A Pee 685 44 
Price Stabilisation ‘ * 7 : 17,264 23 
Rehabilitation . : ‘ ‘ 7,655 Ot 
Troumaca Village Council . : z ‘ ‘ 125 19 
Towns—RBarrouallie . 2 : 7 ‘ i 4 877 61 
Calliaqua ‘ : ‘ 2 : 5 ‘ 3,161 17 
Georgetown . é x 3 . P ‘ 1,140 07 
1,073,546 45 
Less Towns—Layou  . : : . 2,327 
Chateaubelair ‘ 316 54 
Bequia District Council % 2,738 55 
Central Housing and Planning : 25,558 27 5 
Cotton Working A/c. . < 216,151 44 
St. Vincent Air Service : . 101,523 29 348,615 99 
724,930 46 
Other than Special Funds— 
Sundry Deposits F 263,307 66 
Supply Control Trading : 79,350 42 
St. Lucia Inwards 7 i 5,174 93 
Less St. Lucia Outwards 4,855 48 319 45 
342,977 53 
Less Grenada Outwards ‘ 18,568 37 
Grenada Inwards . 12,704 55 
5,863 82 
Dominica Inwards A 67 
Dominica Outwards_. 22,120 99 
27,985 48 
Post Office Account . . 210,087 28 238,072 76 104,904 77 829,835 
35,322 00 Colony Reserve Fund . . . 7 é ; 35,322 
1,291,068 00 Overdrafts: 
Joint Colonial Fund . «wes 287,600 
Barclays Bank . ‘ ‘ . . , : , _ 139,895 62 895 @ 1,397.495 
A 
24,000 00 C.D.C. Remittance in transit. x ‘ ‘ ‘ 12,000 
2,181,392 00 2,274,653 
62 
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1956 
$ c : ASSETS 
228,423 00 Authorised Advances ae Ce ie . . . 
40,619 00 Cash: 
Crown Agents Current - . é 5 
Drafts and Remittances 
Sub-Accountants ‘ : a . . 
Treasury 3 : % ; é . 
626,792 00 Investments: 


Bain Gray Prize . 

Cotton Factory Depreciation 
Graham Bequest 

Home 

Motor Launch Depreciation 
Musgrave Prize Fund A 
Permanent Investment Eruption a 
Reserve Fund—Colony 

Simmons Bequest f 

Savings Bank. 

Sugar Industry: 

Price Stabilisation 

Rehabilitation 


Labour Welfare 


285,558 00 General Revenue Balance: 
Balance at 1.1.57 ; 
Loss—Permanent Investment Eruption 


_ 
181,392 00 





Net Revenue 31.12.57 - 3,706,017 85 
Net Expenditure 31.12.57. 3; °632,717 17 

73,300 68 
Less C.D.W. Payments . 535605 56 


Notes as at 31st December, 1957: 


The Public Debt (not recorded in the above Liabilities) 
stood at $670,558.80 and the Accumulated Fund for 
redemption at $236,802.90. 

There is a Colonial Development and Welfare Loan 
to the St. Vincent Banana Growers Association of 
$150,000.00 for which General Revenue is responsible 
only in case of default. 

Loans from Revenue repayable to the Colony 
oo ‘fe $187,342.26, 


dvances in anticipation of loan which amounts to 
$949. 272.76 is included in the item ‘ Authorised 
Bava 


penditure in excess of receipts on C.D. & W. 
Ea seed is $53,605.56. 


Balance of Grant-in-Aid due from Her Majesty’s 
Government is $71,605.00. 
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285,558 
3,526 


289,085 


19,695 


$ c 
1,259,341 41 


89,766 93 


656,154 58 


269,390 10 


2,274,653 02 


APPENDIX III 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 
Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 


Boots and Shoes (where 
outer part of uppers is 
made of leather, and soles 
made of rubber) 


Boots and Shoes (other 
kinds) 


Bread, biscuits, etc., 
sweetened 


Bread, other kinds 
Butter 

Butter substitutes 
Cement 

Cheese ° 


Cotton piece-goods (value 
60 cents and under per 
yard) 


un- 


Cotton piece-goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 


Fish, dried 

Flour, wheaten 
Hardware, all kinds 
Hosiery, cotton 
Hosiery, artificial silk 
Hosiery, silk (natural) 
Hosiery, nylon 
Kerosene 


Machinery, _ agricultural, 
electrical lighting, marine, 
water and sewerage and 
industrial 


Manures 


Meats, beef and_ pork 
(salted or pickled) 


Metals 


Milk, condensed or pre- 
served (containing no less 
than 8 per cent. B.F.) 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


15 per cent. ad valorem 


15 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.28 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent. ad valorem 
$2.75 per 100 Ib. 

$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

12 cents per 100 Ib. 
$2.50 per 100 lb. 

10 per cent. ad valorem 


124 per cent.ad valorem 


Free 

$1.00 per 196 lb. 

15 per cent. ad valorem 
15 per cent. ad valorem 
16 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

10 per cent. ad valorem 


Free 
$1.00 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.00 per 100 Ib. 
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General 
Tariff 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


25 per cent. ad valorem 
and 72 cents per pair 


22 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent. ad valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 

$2.00 per 100 Ib. 

18 cents per 100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent. ad valorem 


18} per cent.ad valorem 


5 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.50 per 196 lb. 

25 per cent. ad valorem 
25 per cent. ad valorem 
25 per cent. ad valorem 
40 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

15 per cent. ad valorem 


Free 
$1.50 per 100 lb. 


224 per cent.ad valorem 
$2.00 per 100 lb. 


ee con get ri EE ae pe 





Articles 
Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 
Motor-car parts 
Motor-car tyres and tubes 


Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
similar oils, cotton seed, 
soya bean, etc. 

Oils: Lubricating 

Paints 
Other 


Motor Spirit, etc. 

Rice : 

Soap, fancy 

Soap, common 

Sugar, refined 

Sugar, unrefined 

Tobacco, manufactured— 
cigars, cigarettes 

Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 


Tobacco, unmanufactured 
leaf-black 


Tobacco, leaf, other kinds 
Wood, lumber 


Appendix III 


Preferential 
Tariff 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


20 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
60 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
20 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 

30 cents per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent. ad valorem 
10 per cent. ad valorem 
$3.00 per 100 Ib. 

$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

$4.00 per Ib. 


$4.00 per lb. 
30 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per lb. 
$2.00 per 1,000 ft. 
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General 
Tariff 


$2.50 per 100 lb. (con- 
taining less than 8 
per cent. B.F.) 


30 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
72 cents per gallon 


35 cents per gallon 
36 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 


40 cents per gallon 

50 cents per 100 Ib. 

22 per cent. ad valorem 
15 per cent. ad valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 

$2.25 per 100 lb. 

$5.00 per Ib. 


$4.80 per Ib. 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per lb. 
$3.00 per 1,000 ft. 


APPENDIX IV 
INCOME TAX SCHEDULE 
Rate Tax 

$ on every Dollar $ 

On the first 500 3 cents. 15. 
On the next 500 4 cents 35.00 
» 99 500 6 cents 65.00 
Sie OS 500 8 cents 105.00 
ssyriaye «38 500 10 cents 155.00 
$9) FS. ys 500 14 cents 225.00 
sy tose OS 500 16 cents 305.00 
59) esp! cas 500 21 cents 410.00 
Sean, Ss 500 25 cents 535.00 
as aae: © is 500 32 cents 695.00 
ees 2,500 38 cents 1,645.00 
999 ” 2,500 44 cents 2,745.00 
9999 ” 2,500 50 cents 3,995.00 
2,500 60 cents 5,495.00 


Remainder 65 cents 8,495.00 
Company tax is at the rate of 374 per centum. 
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APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


Admission to act as a barrister 
Admission to act as a solicitor 
Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof —.. 
Agreement under hand, when the subject-matter is of 
the value of £5 and not exceeding £25 
For each additional £25 or part thereof : 
Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
real estate when such purchase or dealing is to be 
carried out by subsequent deed . ‘ 
Agreements not otherwise charged for : 
Ae of goods, chattels, etc., over the value 
of £10 
Assignment of property where the value does not exceed 
£5 : 


For every additional £50 or part thereof 
Bank cheques 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes up to three days 
sight 
Bills of entry for goods imported through Post Office . 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes—other kinds— 
not exceeding £1 —.. F : : 
Exceeding £1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100 . : 
ee a additional £25 or bart thereof exceeding 


Bills of lading 
Bills of health 
Biils of sale absolute : 
Bills of sale by way of security 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £100 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Bottomry Bond 
Bond of Indemnity, sum not specified : 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when 
the amount or value does not exceed £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 
Certificates: 
Of admission to practice as notary 
Of landing of goods F 
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68 St. Vincent: 1956 and 1957 


Of naturalisation 
Of birth, marriage or death . 
Customs ships’ manifests 
Customs bills of entry inwards 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing . 
Shipping bill : ; 
Legacies: 
Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed 


For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Licence for marriage 
Mortgage of real property for every 1 £100 or fractional 
part 
Release of mortgage ; 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note : : 
Policy of Insurance—Life: 
For every £100 or part of amount insured 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc.: 
For every payment by way of een, 
Power of attorney or substitution 
Protest of any bill of exchange ‘ 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and upwards 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed £50 . 
Exceeds £50 and does not exceed £100 . 
For every additional £100 or fractional part 
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Review of 1958 and 1959 


THe Federation of The West Indies came into existence at the 
beginning of 1958 with St. Vincent as one of the constituent units. 
The Governor-General of The West Indies (Lord Hailes) paid his 
first visit to the island in February 1958. 

The People’s Political Party Government headed by Mr. E. T. 
Joshua continued in office during the period under review. 

The first election for two members to the Federal House of 
Representatives was held early in 1958 and two candidates of the 
People’s Political Party were elected. One was unseated by an 
election petition, but the Labour Party candidate held to have been 
elected in his place was subsequently declared to have been ineligible. 
At a by-election early in 1959 the Labour Party candidate was finally 
elected as the second Member. 

In 1958 local revenue was $3,098,698, grant-in-aid $1,313,470, 
and expenditure $3,945,725; for 1959 the figures were $3,378,814, 
$1,364,000 and $4,525,227 respectively. 

Construction work on the airfield at Arnos Vale, one mile south- 
east of Kingstown, began in July 1958, and by December 1959 it 
was possible for the Leeward Islands Air Transport to begin opera- 
tions with a Heron aircraft on the half-width strip so far completed. 

The oiling of the Leeward Highway, which was paid for from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds, brought new life to 
Chateaubelair and the producers of the north-west area. 

During 1959 the Government continued to investigate plans for 
the proposed deep-water wharf and new telephone system, and dis- 
cussed the technical and financial aspects with officers of the Federal 
Government. 

Banana production continued to rise in 1958 and 1959 in spite 
of normal agricultural hazards: in early 1958 an unusually severe 
and prolonged dry season was experienced, followed by devastating 
winds in July of the same year, which caused severe losses. The 
trade has now become of major importance to the colony’s economy. 
During the last months of 1958 and the whole of 1959 the Banana 
Association, whose activities had been causing dissatisfaction to the 
Government, was run by an Interim Board nominated by Govern- 
ment. 
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Peasant farmers, now fully aware of the value of fertilisers, are 
rapidly bringing many nutrient-depleted areas back into cultivation. 
They are assisted in this drive by the improved facilities for advancing 
fertilisers against crop payment by the Banana, Arrowroot, Cotton 
and Cane Farming Associations, and by the credit societies. With 
increased competition and greater imports, the price of fertilisers 
has been falling, which in itself has led to increased demands. This 
provision of fertilisers on credit works well where strict business 
principles are adhered to. 

The enactment of the Marketing Ordinance and the appointment 
of a Marketing Officer late in 1959 allowed a start to be made on 
organising the marketing of sweet potatoes as a first step towards 
the marketing of ground provisions, etc. for which there is an estab- 
lished and increasing demand in Trinidad and elsewhere. 

* Under a Colonial Development and Welfare research scheme a 
botanist began to investigate ways of improving the yields of arrow- 
root starch. 

- The St. Vincent Cotton Ginnery, which ginned ihe cotton produced 
in the island and also expressed the oil from the seeds, and produced 
coconut oil from a proportion of the island’s copra, was destroyed 
by fire in November 1959 causing the temporary loss of one of the 
colony’s few industries. 

A list of Colonial Development and Welfare schemes in progress 
is given on pages 54-55. 


SOUTHERN GRENADINES DEPENDENCY 


' The rainfall in 1958-59 was the least recorded in the Grenadines 
for the past fifty years, with consequent adverse effect on crops and 
water storage. - 

The Governor-General and Lady Hailes paid their first visit to 
the Mependency:4 in April 1959. 


PART II 
Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April 1946 showed the population of the colony to 
be 61,647 (27,901 males and 33,746 females). The estimated popula- 
tion at the end of 1958 was 81,782 and at the end of 1959, 83,195. 


Racial groups in April 1946 were as follows: 





Black z : : . 45,042 
Mixed or Coloured , ‘ 7 3 12,631 
White ; ‘ : 4 : 3 1,906 
East tadian , 4 ‘ 5 . 1,817 
oa ‘ 3 i is é ‘ 242 
Syrian: Z * ‘ A ‘ : 7 
Not Jot Stated : . ‘ . ‘ 2 

61,647 





ee of births and deaths and infant and maternal mortality are given on 
page 27. ‘ 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


AGRICULTURE is the chief occupation. The estimated numbers of 
workers in the main industries were as follows: 


Agriculture . > 2 é - 14,500 
Manufacturing. . a 2,300 
Building and Road Construction; 4,000 
Transport and Communications. ‘ 800 
Trade and Commerce . . ‘ é 1,400 
Public and Other Services f i 7 2,000 


Employment in agriculture is largely seasonal; during the crop 
season from November to May approximately 6,000 persons are 
employed on the 24 large estates and approximately 1,300 in factories 
processing agricultural products. During the slack period from June 
to October, the number of persons employed on the estates is reduced 
to about 3,000 and those in factories to less than 100. There is also 
under-employment throughout the year. 
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In 1958, 75 agricultural workers were recruited for farm work in 
the United States and 15 women for domestic work in Canada, 
compared with 86 for farm work in the United States and 16 for 
domestic work in Canada in 1959. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


Agricultural Workers 
Men, $1.20 per day of 8 hours 
Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours 


Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.50 per day of 8 hours 
Women, $1.20 per day of 8 hours 
Time and a half is paid to agricultural workers for time in excess 
of 8 hours and double time for work done on Sundays and public 
holidays. Time and a half is paid to industrial workers for time in 
excess of 8 hours and for work done on public holidays and double 
time for work done on Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday, 
August Monday and the Queen’s Birthday. 


Building and Road Construction 
Building: Men $2.40 to $5.00 per day of 8 hours 
Road Men $1.20 to $1.60 per day of 8 hours 
Construction (Women, 96 cents per day of 8 hours 


Transport and Communications 
Men $12.00 to $15.00 per week (10 hours per day) 


Trade and Commerce 
Men $11.00 to $20.00 per week and $44.00 to $80.00 per month. 
Women $9.50 to $12.00 per week and $38.00 to $48.00 per 
month 


Hotel and Personal Services 
Women $10.00 to $15.00 per month with meals and $18.00 
to $24.00 per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index figure for all items at the end of December 
1959 was 358. The following table shows the figures at the end of 
each month (August 1939 =100): 


Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 


1958 324 324 324 324 329 329 «329 «#329 +«2335~«O«384~=«3S4 S384 
1959 343 343 347 343 343° 343 «(343° «343 «343358 «(358358 
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The following were the prices of the principal items: 


Unit Average Price Average Price 
Item of at at 
Quantity 30.6.58 30.6.59 

Bread ‘ : 7 : oz. 1.6 cent 1.6 cent 
Fresh fish . : : : Ib. 30 cents 32 cents 
Meat (beef) 5 : ‘ Ib. 70 cents 75 cents 
Milk 3 ‘ pt. 6 cents 6 cents 
Sugar (unrefined) : ‘ Ib. 10 cents 10 cents 
Vegetables . : § Ib. 6.6 cents 10.3 cents 
Rice ° : Ib. 16 cents 16 cents 
Shirts (working) . 3 i each $1.94 $1.94 
Soap ‘ é bar 52 cents 52 cents 
Trousers (denim and khaki) . yd. 96 cents 96 cents 
Shoes (leather): Men . ‘ pair $7.95 $7.95 

Women. pair $5.75 $6.65 
Cotton, white. ‘ : yard 57 cents 57 cents 
Prints . : é r yard 48 cents 48 cents 
Cigarettes . F F F pack 16 cents 16 cents 
Tobacco. ‘ : f oz. 14 cents 14 cents 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Department of Labour 


The staff at the end of December 1959 comprised the Labour 
Commissioner—who was responsible for the administration of the 
department—one Labour Inspector, one senior clerk and one junior 
clerk. 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review conditions of employment; to ensure the enforcement of 
labour legislation; to investigate all representations made by em- 
ployer and workers with a view to settling disputes and improving 
labour relations; to visit the various places of employment, including 
factories; to study wage rates, hours of work and conditions of work 
and to study living conditions; to collect labour statistics, including 
cost-of-living statistics; to advise and assist trade unions in organisa- 
tion and trade union practice; to advise employers and workers on 
claims under the Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance; to advise 
Government in labour matters and generally to promote harmonious 
relations between employers and workers. 


Industrial relations 

There were six registered trade unions: the Federated Industrial 
and Agricultural Workers’ Union, the Teachers’ Union, the Civil 
Service Union, the Secondary Teachers’ Union, the United Workers’ 
Union and the National Workers’ Union. 

Wages were fixed by Wages Councils for agricultural workers, 
industrial workers, shop assistants, domestic servants and port 
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workers, but during the period under review some of the larger 
employers recognised trade unions for the first time and the first 
attempts were made at collective bargaining. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The only legislation enacted during the period under review was 
The Wages Council (Industrial Undertakings) Order, 1958, S.R. 
and O., No. 25 of 1958, defining Industrial Workers. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 








Revenue i Expenditure 
1958 1959 1958 1959 

$ $ $ $ 
Local. 3 3,098,698 3,378,814 : 3,945,725 4,525,227 
C.D. & W. Grant 1,631,021 1,375,345 | 1,752,650 1,368,847 

Grant-in-aid 1,213,470 1,364,000 — _ 

i 

$5,943,189 | $6,118,159 | $5,698,375 | $5,894,074 








There were six main heads of Revenue: 


1958 1959 
$ $ 
Customs and Excise 1,936,333 2,044,394 
Other Duties 67,830 139,540 
Licences, etc. 59,167 70,903 
Taxes, etc. 528,129 682,254 
Fees, etc. . 190,081 192,637 
Post Office : 122,135 112,468 
The following were the main heads of Expenditure: 
1958 1959 
. § $. 
Administration . 193,681 184,316 
Agriculture 147,610 311,631 
Education 660,272 714,481 
Medical 584,420 677,417 
Pensions 134,032 * 475,513 
Police & 251,052 275,117 
Post Office 75,799 77,471 
Prisons. _ : ‘ 71,295 73,987 
Public Works Department . 117,914. 135,944 
Public Works Recurrent 455,863 $07,758 
Public Works Extraordinary 187,036 246,315 
Treasury .- . a : 71,343 .-- + 73,385° 
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PUBLIC DEBT 


The public debt at 31st December 1958 stood at $668,512.76 and 
at 31st December 1959 at $500,749.10 including the following local 
Joan issues: 


1958 1959 

_$ $ 
Hydro-Electric Loan . ‘ F 120,000 112,500 
Water Supply Loan . ‘ . 120,000 112,500 
Rural Water Supply Loan . ‘ 115,200 115,200 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Statements of Assets and Liabilities for 1958 and 1959 are at 
Appendices Ha and IIb, pages 56 and 59. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
The main heads of taxation and the yield in 1958 and 1959 were: 


1958 arid 
$ 
Import Duties . 2 ‘i : 1,399,633 1,492,577 
Export Duties . : , 3 235,765 274,160 
Excise Duties. ‘ 2 . 238,516 277,657 
Licences . 3 y : ‘ 59,167 70,903 
Income Tax * “ é 464,553 615,451 
Land and House Tax . 3 38,875 40,298 
Estate Duties. : ; : 29,706 95,018 
Stamp Duties. : . : 38,124 44,522 


Customs. Duties 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are given in 
Appendix III, page 60. 


Excise Duties 


Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of $4. 36 per 
proof gallon. A trade duty of $1.00 per gallon, liquid or proof as 
relevant, is imposed on imported eee gin, whisky, rum 
and planters’ punch. 


Income Tax 


~The minimum rate of income tax on individuals is three cents in 
the dollar and the maximum 65 cents. Companies pay tax at the 
rate of 374 cents on every dollar of chargeable income. A schedule 
of income tax rates and allowances is given at Appendix IV, page 62. 

The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1958 and 
1959 was approximately: 


1958 1959 
Government officers . F A : 1,240 1,650 
General public . : : : 1,640 x 


Companies , ‘ : : 7 43 44 
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Stamp Duties 
The more important stamp duties are described at Appendix V, 


page 63. 
Land and House Tax 


The basic land tax in St. Vincent and Union Island, the southern- 
most dependency, is 24 cents per acre. In St. Vincent, on land in 
excess of 10 acres, the tax is 48 cents per acre or fractional part. 
Land tax in the Grenadines is as follows: 


(a) in the island of Bequia—1l4 cents per acre or fractional part 


of an acre. 

(5) in the island of Canouan—12 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 

(c) in the island of Mustique— 18 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre. 


(a) in the islands of Mayreau, Balliceau and Battawia—6 cents per 
acre or fractional part of an acre. 


The minimum tax payable is 24 cents in the case of (a) to (c). 


The tax upon houses, levied only in St. Vincent, Union Island 

and Bequia, is based on the assessed annual rental as follows: 
$14.40 and not exceeding $24.00 48 cents per house 
over $24.00 ,, ,, 3 $28.80 OOO gee <8 

” $28.80 ” 9? ” $36.00 80 > ” ” 

” $36.00 99 9 99 $43.20 96 ” ” ” 

” $43.20 ” 2” ” $48.00 $1.20 ” 9” ” 

” $48. 00 ” ” ” $60. 00 $1 .60 ” ” ” 

»» $60.00 $72.00 $2.40 

» $72.00 at the rate of 5 per cent of assessed ‘rental value. 

These taxes are payable without penalty between Ist November 
and 31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total does not exceed 
$2.40, 24 cents where the total does not exceed $4.80, and at the 
rate of 8 per cent. on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstanding 
amounts are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and 
execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


3 ‘THE currency notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency Board 
: are legal tender. The Currency Board issues its own coins. The unit 

of currency is the British West Indian dollar divided into 100 cents 
, and exchangeable with sterling at the rate of $4.80=£1 sterling. 


There are two commercial banks in the colony: branches of 
. Barclays Bank, D.C.O. and the Royal Bank of Canada; the latter 
was established in 1959. 


‘ Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agricul- 
' tural Credit and Loan Bank Limited, the St. Vincent Co-operative 
Bank Limited and the Government Savings Bank. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


THE value of imports and exports for the years 1957, 1958 and 1959 
is shown below: 
Imports Domestic Exports Re-Exports 








$ $ $ 
1957 : z . 8,326,930 6,284,320 75,030 
i 1958 ‘ : 5 10,693,760 5,569,200 197,320 
‘ 1959 . 5 . 10,508,310 6,486,220 141,390 
4 ; 
‘ Main exports 1957, 1958 and 1959 
: Quantity Value 
fs Commodity Unit |———_——_- eS 
1957 1958 1959 ae ae oe 
vroot . . . is Ib. 9,473,321 | 8,264,351 | 8,146,905 | 1,785,313 | 1,588,766 | 1,585,081 
1as > x :. Ib. [36,047,512 |35,590,516 |54,044,928 | 2,640,349 | 2,386,210 | 3,201,766 
Ib. 3,615,341 | 3,414,162 | 3,704,244 474,729 456,08. 499 
va starch Ib. 458,658 314,752 253,440 42,448 31,471 25,570 
m, sea Ib. 190,768 221 235,403 256,566 277,792 307,965 
odnuts : A a Ib. 398,162 385,224 198,011 79,935 75,453 5 
tock . ; * _ _ _ _— 82,270 51,917 48,631 
Ib. 10,935 13,510 23,278 8,052 15,357 46,576 
1egs 5 7 : . Ib. 59,916 85,606 137,095 25,948 3,10 136,145 
oes, sweet . a ; Ib. 7,320,320 | 5,936,472 | 6,407,777 219,813 164,500 192,857 
. yi : ‘ : ton 2,000 1,250 1,050 427,395 246,053 222,558 


11 





12 St. Vincent: 1958 and 1959 
Main imports 1957, 1958 and 1959 , 


















1959 1957 





Fish, salted, dried or smoked | 

‘ ‘ : 
Meat, salted ‘and canned 
erro and hams ne 
Tobicea Concpamufactaied 
Tobacco (unmanufactured leaf) 
Cigarettes 


Motor spirit 
Soap, 


Boots and shoes 
Cement 


cotton Piece “goods 
Art. silk piece 
ware : 
Manufactures of metals 
Base metals, iron and steel 






317,593 





Chapter 6: Production 


AGRICULTURE 


DuRInc the period under review agriculture made steady if unspec- 
tacular progress. The main exports, namely bananas, arrowroot 
starch, copra, sea island cotton, sugar, sweet potatoes, groundnuts 
and cassava starch held their own. Worthwhile contributions to the 
island’s economy are made also by edible oils, other starchy food 
crops (yams, tannias, eddoes, dasheen, etc.), nutmegs and mace, 
livestock and livestock products most of which are consumed locally 
and help to keep down the cost of living. 


Department of Agriculture 

There were some changes in the staff of the Department of Agri- 
culture during the period under review. The post of Agricultural 
Officer (Research) was filled in 1958, but the post of Agricultural 
Officer (Extension) remained vacant. A Co-operative Officer was 
appointed in 1958 along with two Field Officers in 1959, one of 
whom attended a three-months training course in Puerto Rico. 


EE A ee 


Production: 13 


A Cane Farming Officer was appointed in 1958 also. The post of 
Forest Ranger was reinserted in the local establishment. 


Six more Agricultural Instructors completed their course at the 
Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute in Trinidad, most of whom have 
since been promoted to the Senior Agricultural Instructor grade. 


The post of Assistant Cotton Officer was dispensed with in 1958. 
An Arrowroot Research Officer to take charge of arrowroot research 
was finally recruited in 1959 along with an assistant in the Agri- 
cultural Officer grade. 


Also among the new recruitments in 1959 was a Marketing Officer 
to take charge of the newly created Marketing Division. 


The total strength of the technical and field staff at 31st December 
was 61. 


Arrowroot | 


This crop, for long the island’s chief export, has now been sur- 
passed by bananas, but is still a most important one. To meet the 
threat of increased competition, the Arrowroot Association has 
extended credit to small growers for the purchase of plants, has 
purchased in bulk 400-500 tons of a mixed NPK fertiliser which 
‘was very well-received, and has changed its system of payment. 


Growers are now paid as soon as their starch is graded—a week 
or two after delivery—-and receive the entire amount due to them 
in one payment instead of in three instalments, often stretching over 
a period of 18 months. This has had a very stimulating effect, and 
the decline in acreage has been arrested. Planting is now increasing 
and, with the adoption of mechanical harvesting on the flatter fields, 
the acreage should begin to rise once more. The severe drought of 
1958 taught several growers a sharp lesson, and arrowroot once 
more proved its superiority over bananas in areas of shallower soils 
or less rainfall. 


The market for the starch is extremely good and, at the moment, 
there is a demand for an additional 15,000—20,000 barrels (200Ib. 
each) more than is being produced. The St. Vincent Co-operative 
Arrowroot Association remains the sole local buyer and exporter 
and the United States the largest overseas buyer. The acreage in 1958 
was about 3,600 but increased slightly in 1959 with indications of a 
much Jarger increase in 1960. 

The Central Arrowroot Factory continued to turn out high grade 
starch. But all its technical problems have not been solved and 
adaptation of machinery continues. Several private factories have 
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installed new machinery and made alterations in the light of lessons 
learned at the central factory. 


Bananas 


The crop, which exceeded arrowroot exports in value for the first 
time in 1957, continued to move ahead, though the drought of 1958 
and the high winds of July of the same year checked its growth 
seriously. This is clearly reflected in the drop of nearly half a million 
pounds in weight even though over 250,000 more stems were 
exported. The industry continues to expand and, despite internal 
troubles which have since arisen, should hold its own. The improved 
economy of the island reflects the contribution being made by the 
banana industry. 

The general level of management of banana cultivation is much 
improved and the “leafspot”’ control campaign is strikingly 
effective. “‘ Toppling ” of ratoon fields is becoming serious and it 
is felt in some quarters that this is due to root destruction by 
nematodes. It is hoped to obtain the services of a nematologist to 
look into the problem. 

Owing to former lack of control, the advances of fertilisers on 
credit, so necessary for the expansion of the industry, have had to 
be curtailed as a very large debt had accumulated. This will doubt- 
less be reflected in a reduced rate of expansion in the next year or 
two, but it will be a valuable lesson learnt and should in the long 
run prevent the same error from being made again. 

In 1958 1,489,143 stems were exported compared with 2,261,294 
stems in 1959. In 1953 when the industry was started only 4,525 
bunches were exported. 


Cotton 


After what lookked like a good recovery for the 1958-59 crop, the 
position of cotton declined further when there was another very 
serious drop in price in late 1959. The price received for lint was 
$1.45 and $1.31 in 1958 and 1959 respectively. All estates have now 
given up cotton. A further set-back resulted from the loss of the 
colony’s one ginnery which was destroyed by fire on 11th November, 
1959. Dark as the situation appears, cotton is still a worthwhile 
supplementary cash crop and small growers who can do a lot of 
the work themselves were advised to hold on to it. 

The Plant Protection Officer and the district advisory staff con- 
tinued to render useful service to cotton growers in connection with 
pests problems, cultural operations and correct manuring. The 
acreage in 1958 and 1959 increased but will decline seriously in 
1959-60. 
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The following table gives the estimated acreage planted, the yield 
and the price for the eight seasons 1951-52 to 1958-59: 





1952-53 


PREBRRRS: 





1958-59 





The St. Vincent Central Cotton Ginnery ginned the entire crop. 
It was unfortunately destroyed by fire in November 1959 and all 
the records were destroyed with it. In 1958 it processed 696,640 Ib. 
of cotton seed of which 376,320 lb. came from Carriacou, one of 
Grenada’s Grenadine dependencies. 


Fertilisers were made available to cotton growers on credit by the 
Cotton Growers’ Association but with declining acreages it has been 
increasingly difficult to collect payment. As growers have an alter- 
native source of supply through the agricultural credit societies, as 
the price of fertiliser has dropped and as both the banana and 
arrowroot associations also advance fertilisers, it was decided to 
stop importations for cotton growers after 1959. 


Coconuts and other Oilseeds 

Coconuts and copra maintained third place in value on the islands, 
exports list in both 1958 and 1959, In addition the cotton ginnery 
bought 1,499,550 lb. of copra in 1958 and 1,369,818 lb. in 1959. The 
price per lb. paid to producers was 11.5c. in 1958 and up to 28th 
February 1959, after which it rose to 12c. per Ib. 


The following oils, meals and feeds were produced by the ginnery: 


ie ras 
Crude coconut oil (gal.) . «92,000 99,516 
Refined cotton seed oil (eal) . é 10,699 8,236 
Coconut meal (Ib.)_ . . . 504,600 307,694 
Cottonseed meal (Ib.) : 5 . 503,200 586, 358 


Of the crude coconut oil produced in 1958, 19,890 gallons were 
sold for soap and fats manufacture and 68,496 gallons were 
deodorised, yielding 67,264 gallons. 
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In 1958 and 1959 the ginnery sold the following low-cost balanced 
rations: 


1958 1959 

; lb. bb. 
Poultry ration 5 . ; » 131,000 77 280 
Cattle ration . . : : . 149,000 58,480 
Pig ration : . « 135,500 77,221 


Most of the copra is Sorodiced by some 11 estates. The use of 
fertilisers is continuing, the mixture now recommended being the 
16:8:16 NPK mixed fertiliser at 5-6 lb. per palm. Rats are being 
controlled with poisoned baits. 


Sugar 
Sugar production suffered from the usual short labour disputes 
which, while not doing much direct harm, have continued to reduce 
interest in cane. Nevertheless, the industry managed to survive. 
Production and exports for the last eight years were as follows: 


Crop Year Production Exports Value of Exports 
tons tons 

1951-52 3,365 1,200 217,200 
1952-53 3,548 1,050 208,197 
1953-54 3,852 1,616 ‘ 
1954-55 4,355 1,694 308,559 
1955-56 3,939 1,256 :40: 
1956-57 3,557 2, 427,395 
1957-58 4,281 1,250 246,053 
1958-59 4,122 1,050 222,558 


The demand for molasses remained good. Exports in 1958 and 
1959 were 63,474 and 131,863 gallons valued at $9,789 and $15, 084 
respectively. 

During 1958 and 1959 the Mt. Bentinck distillery produced 62,821 
and 72,889 gallons of proof spirit respectively, all of which was con- 
sumed locally. 

A Cane Farming Officer was appointed in late 1958 and it is hoped, 
through the Cane Farmers’ Association, to increase the efficiency of. 
the industry in order to counter rising costs and competition from 
other crops. 


Cassava 


Production declined in 1958 ‘ni: again in 1959 as the demand 
slackened a great deal. 


Groundnuts 

Production continued to decline, falling steeply in 1959. The main 
reasons for the decline are falling prices, stiff competition from 
Egyptian, African and Indian sources and diverted cropping interests. 
Fortunately, this is a short-term crop and one that can be iad 
expanded when there is a favourable demand. 
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Other Food Crops 

The estimated acreage devoted to food crops remained around 
12,000 to 15,000 acres. Estimated production of the three main 
crops is: 


Million Ib. 
Sweet potatoes s . > . : . 18 
Tannias, dasheen and eddoes_ . F : 7 3.5 
Yams . : : 1.5 


Sweet potatoes, nutmegs and mace, plantains, cocoa, maize, 
pigeon peas, avocado pears, tomatoes and pumpkins made signifi- 
cant contributions to the island’s export trade. Their values as 
exports, however, save for sweet potatoes, nutmegs and mace, are 
small compared with their importance as local supplementary foods. 

A Marketing Officer was appointed in late 1959 to organise a 
Marketing Division to bring some order and discipline into the 
current methods for marketing food crops. 


Soil Conservation 

Soil and water conservation continued to receive much attention 
from the district advisory staff. Efforts were concentrated on the 
control of surplus run-off and storm water, which is of great impor- 
tance, especially in closely planted banana fields often on very 
steeply sloping land. Failure to control the surplus run-off can render 
other soil conserving methods less effective if not useless. 

As hitherto, the demand for soil conserving measures is very good, 
the limiting factor in most cases being finance. The measures in 
common use are vegetative grass barriers along the contour, contour 
banking, ridging, graded drains, diversion ditches, strip-cropping and 
silt-traps. The demand for silt-traps continues to grow with the 
greatly increased areas devoted to bananas. These help to conserve 
a lot of the rainwater where it falls and obviate, to a great extent, 
’ the need for grassed run-offs. Farmers co-operate well. 

During 1958 some 265,950 feet of contour lines were laid, of 
which 117,310 feet were planted with various grasses and other 
vegetative barriers. Some 52,620 feet of contour drains were dug, 
bringing the total area affected to 861 acres. In 1959, 160,410 feet 
of contour lines were laid, 87,260 feet of which were protected with 
barriers; 18,592 feet of contour drains were dug; the area affected 
was 346 acres. 


Fertilisers 

Imports continued to rise. From 4,471 tons imported in 1957, the 
figure rose to 7,125 tons in 1958 but fell again in 1959 to 5,360 tons. 
The reduction in 1959 is a direct result of less easy credit terms which 
formerly were too lax and were abused. There was also a fair amount 
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of stock carried over from 1958. It has become clear that in a small 
place like St. Vincent there is little point in importing small quantities 
of several different specified NPK mixtures. However desirable this 
may be from a technical viewpoint, the advantages accruing from 
this accuracy are greatly outweighed by the high cost of the small 
amounts of each individual mixture. The Department’s policy there- 
fore is to reduce further the four or five mixtures now imported to 
the one or two which have proved themselves most suitable gener- 
ally. Such a mixture is the 16:8:16 NPK mixed fertiliser which has 
given good results on all soils throughout the island; this mixture 
is the outcome of years of patient experiment begun in 1933-34 by 
the Department of Agriculture. Already from the increased amounts 
imported of this mixture the price per ton has fallen to a most 
encouraging figure, which will help further the use of fertiliser. 

A soil survey of the island completed in 1954-55 was printed in 
1958. It is hoped to follow up this survey with more field trials in 
order to improve on the accuracy of assessments of fertiliser require- 
ments. For the time being the policy is to rectify the major soil 
deficiencies by the addition of nitrogen phosphate and potash for 
balanced nutrition. These deficiencies are accentuated by the quicker 
maturing, rapidly growing crops which are now being planted. This 
work is now carried out under the guidance and with the full 
co-operation of the Regional Research Centre in Trinidad; formerly 
it was done by the Soils Department of the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture. 


Leeward Land Settlement Estates 

Development work on the Government-owned Leeward Land 
Settlement Estates proceeded apace. Efforts were concentrated on 
improving and consolidating work already in progress on develop- 
ment of tree crops, mainly cocoa. 
- Banana production went up encouragingly as can be seen from 
the following figures: 


Production in stems 
1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 
Richmond Vale __. 20,028 31,671 31,114 37, 
Wallilabou . 3 11,493 12,567 9,770 20,812 


The estate crop year ends on 30th June. The 1959-60 figures are 
included to show the improvement since the severe setbacks of 1958. 

There are now approximately 100 acres established in high 
yielding clones and hybrid seedlings. All the old seedling cocoa has 
now been cleared and the young cocoa is yielding very well. The 
older clonal fields are averaging about 1,000-1,200Ib. per acre. This 
yield should climb steadily with age and there should be less need 
for severe pruning. 
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Cotton has almost gone out of existence on the estates owing to 
increasing labour costs and falling prices. The arrowroot and cassava 
crops have been maintained and copra yields are steadily climbing. 

Owing to the unfavourable outlook for cofice, planting has been 
drastically reduced. 

Two Neltropp bulls were imported from St. Croix, Virgin Islands, 
for use on the graded Zebu herd at Richmond Vale. The extension 
of Pangola grass pastures is continuing. It has not been possible to 
date to graze the Pangola pastures rotationally but, as soon as 
finances permit, the area will be paddocked off and properly 
managed. Several very promising graded offspring are already in 
evidence. 

The audited accounts for the years ending 30th June 1958 and 
1959 show a net profit of $25,000 and a net loss of $3,475 respectively 
as against net profits of $18,846 and $33,000 approximately for 1956 
and 1957. The decreased profits and loss are not a sign of deteriora- 
tion. Much was spent on bringing fields back into good shape, the 
benefits from which will not be realised immediately. The drought 
and high winds of 1958 affected both crop years adversely. The 
recovery is already apparent in the 1959-60 banana production 
figures. 

As the reduced profits and loss were not a reflection of bad 
management or poor work by the labourers, the Board decided to 
pay bonuses but at a reduced rate in 1959; $12,000 and $8,000 were 
paid out for 1958 and 1959 respectively. 


Bonus payments are granted on the following basis: 
5 per cent. for workers who put in len days per year. 
10 per cent. ,, ” »»  100- 
12} per cent. ,, o - 150 ae and over per year. 


In 1959 these rates were reduced to 3, 5 and 8 per cent. Labourers 
also qualify for one week’s leave with full pay. 

Bonus payments to staff amount to 10 per cent. of annual salary. 
In 1959 this was reduced to 5 per cent. ; 
The 16 leasehold settlements comprising 70 acres continue to do 
well, though the drop in the price of cotton has seriously set back 
progress with that crop. More arrowroot has gone in though, and 

all the tenants are working well and appear quite satisfied. . 


LIVESTOCK 


There has been no change in the policy outlined in the 1956-57 
report. All stud centres were well patronised. A deep-litter poultry 
pen already in existence at two district stud centres will be established 
at each of the six district centres. These will house from 30-60 hens 
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each and are intended to supplement the Campden Park Station’s 
suppliers of baby chicks and hatching eggs. Only hatching eggs will 
be on sale at the centres. At the same time they will serve to demon- 
strate the highly commendable deep-litter system to intending poultry 
raisers, 


Progress with the establishment of Pangola grass has been slow 
as farmers have first to see its potentialities before they will take it up. 
The Campden Park paddocks are now well established and the 
advantages of this grass over the old spiling grasses is becoming 
quite evident. Six Neltropp bulls were imported in 1958 from St. 
Croix, Virgin Islands. The offspring show much promise. 


The usual annual livestock field days were held at Rivulet, 
Belmont, Bequia and Layou. They were all highly successful. None 
was held at Three Rivers as patronage there was formerly poor. 
It is now improved and should justify a show in 1960. 


Veterinary preventive measures made steady if unspectacular 
progress. Worms, lice and ticks, parturition and post-parturition 
troubles, mange, mastitis, pneumonia and mechanical injuries of one 
sort or another continue to be the main problems. Feeding, breeding, 
housing and handling continue to improve. 


- Livestock exports remained at a fair level, though the ban imposed 
by the Trinidad Government on pigs from St. Vincent has severely 
reduced pig rearing. 


There were no outbreaks of notifiable diseases during these years. 
As formerly, the policy of allowing the export only of male animals 
and of females of no breeding value has been adhered to and is 
certainly helping to reduce the scrub population. The too early and 
indiscriminate breeding of stock is largely responsible for the con- 
tinued existence of runty scrubs. © 


The following table gives the value of this trade during 1957, 1958 
and 1959: 





Exports of Livestock 
1959 are he 
Cattle. 3 ‘ ; 20,304 2,500 60 
Goats . : , 20,932 21,112 22,944 
Sheep . : : F 26,714 24,819 22,644 
Pigs. ‘ 3 : 5,564 600 —_ 
Horses . . 3,220 _ 700 
Asses and Mules ‘ . 1,130 800 791 
Poultry . ‘ 3,761 1,989 1,484 
Others . : . . 645 97 8 
$82,270 $51,917 $48,631 
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Exports of cattle to Dominica were discontinued. Increased prices 
paid locally for poultry account for the further decline in exports. 


The Campden Park Station significantly increased its sales of 
week-old chicks and of hatching eggs to the public. 


FORESTRY 


The Forestry Division headed by a Forest Ranger and a Crown 
Lands Bailiff continued its supervision and control of Crown land 
tenants and woodcutters according to Crown Lands Regulations. 
The demand for local lumber continued unabated. Better supervision 
of the Forest Guards was possible as a result of the appointment of 
the Forest Ranger. 


The Crown Lands Bailiff attends to the collection of rents and 
prosecution of offenders. Collections for the past three years were 
as follows: 


$ 
1957 : : : : 10,243 :46 
1958 5 . 2 , 8,270:19 
1959 7 ‘ . 3 8,207 :42 
FISHERIES 


The Fisheries Advisory Committee continued to advise Government 
on matters affecting the fishing industry during the period under 
review as the services of a suitable Fisheries Officer could not be 
obtained. 


Recorded sales of fish through established fish markets totalled 
407,831 Ib. in 1958 and 400,535 Ib. in 1959 at a value of $95,355 and 
$131,761 respectively. A considerable amount of fish is still sold 
outside these markets: such sales represent about 50-60 per cent. of 
total landings. The price of fish increased considerably during 1959. 

One thousand two hundred and eighty gallons of Black Fish oil 
valued at $1,829 were exported in 1958 and 853 gallons valued at 
$1,195 in 1959. 

There were two fishermen’s co-operative societies, one at Bar- 
rouallie and'one at Bequia, with a total membership of 42. 

Loans were made available by Government to these societies for 


the purpose of purchasing fishing gear and engines. Such loans 
totalled $7,000 and repayment at the end of 1959 was $1,360. 
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“++ COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE SCHEMES 


The following agricultural schemes were continued during 1958 
and:1959: 


D2847. Campden Park Eaperinéat Station 
D2812. Soil Conservation 
D2927 Cacao and Coffee Propagation 
D2071 & A. Cotton Pest Control 
D2846A & B. Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute (Minor Scheme) 
D2717. Pineapple Trials 
D3179. Cane Farming Officer 
D3182. Co-operatives Officer 
- D3156. Marketing Organisation 
D2397. Redemption Sharpe Estate 
R905 Arrowroot Research 


The amounts spent on these schemes in 1958 and 1959, are: Caen 
in mppendix I, pages 54 and 55. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


WITHIN the Govesumneat the Minister for Social Services is respon- 
sible for the formulation and direction of Educational policy in 
St. Vincent. The Education Department staff consists of an Educa- 
tion Officer and Chief Inspector of Schools, two Inspectors of 
Schools and four clerks. The teaching service comprises 26 members 
(graduates and non-graduates) in the two Government secondary 
schools and 500 members (not including the supernumeraries who 
work as substitute-teachers) in the primary schools. 


Primary Schools 

Primary education which is free but not compulsory is provided 
for children from 5 to 15 years of age in 50 elementary schools. 
These schools, a Government junior fee-paying school and a number 
of private primary schools are all co-educational. 

The Government, assisted (or denominational) and registered 
private primary schools are subject to regular inspection by officers 
of the Department. 

A Primary School-Leaving Examination is held annually for the 
sixth standard pupils, and successful candidates are awarded School 
Leaving Certificates. At this stage some pupils are recruited to work 
in the schools as supernumerary pupil-teachers, and others leave to 
enter secondary schools, to go to private trade classes or to seek 
employment, chiefly as shop assistants. 
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Senior pupils from four primary schools in Kingstown attend 
classes in woodwork and domestic science at the Craft Centre at 
Kingstown; classes in these subjects were also held at five primary 
schools. 

Satisfactory progress has been made in re-organising the infant 
departments and infant schools by the introduction of more modern 
methods of teaching. 

The school enrolment for 1958 and 1959 was 19,651 and 20,295 
respectively, and the average attendance for those two years was 
14,421 and 15,038 respectively. 

Under the 1958-59 school building programme financed by a 
Colonial Development and Welfare grant, new schools were estab- 
lished at Lodge Village and Rose Hall, and two pupil-teacher 
training centres were built at Kingstown and Layou. In addition, 
repairs and extensions to 10 assisted schools were carried out as a 
result of a substantial increase in the repairing grant to assisted 
schools made by the Legislature. 

Dried skimmed milk, the gift of UNICEF, and food yeast biscuits, 
purchased by the Government, were supplied daily to a number of 
needy children in Government and assisted schools. 

Games equipment is provided and organised competitions are 
conducted annually for cricket and football trophies. 


Secondary Schools 


Secondary education is provided for pupils 11-19 years old at the 
Grammar School and the Girls’ High School (two Government 
schools of which the Executive Council of the Colony is the govern- 
ing body), the Intermediate School and the Emmanuel High School. 
All these schools are fee-paying. Admission is based on the result 
of entrance examinations. 

In the Government secondary schools several free places are held 
by winners of scholarships awarded annually by Government, the 
Municipality of Kingstown, religious denominations, various organ- 
isations and individuals, and of internal exhibitions offered by 
Government. 

In 1958 and 1959 the enrolment at the Grammar School was 231 
for each year, and at the Girls’ High School 239 and 247 respectively. 

Both Government and private secondary schools present can- 
didates for the Cambridge School Certificate and General Certificate 
of Education Examination. The Grammar School and Girls’ High 
School also submit candidates for the Higher School Certificate. 
The curricula include science to Higher School and domestic science 
to School Certificate levels. 
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During the period under review candidates who reached university 
standard were awarded the St. Vincent Island Scholarship offered 
biennially and tenable at any recognised British university, scholar- 
ships to the University College of the West Indies, Jamaica, leading 
to the B.A. and B.Sc. degrees, and the Agricultural Scholarship to 
the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad. 

In 1958, 102 students sat the School Certificate Examination and 
53 obtained certificates. In 1959, 88 sat the School Certificate and 
General Certificate of Education Examination, 44 of whom obtained 
certificates. Of the 14 students who took the Higher School Certificate 
in 1958, 11 were successful, compared with 22 and 13 respectively 
in 1959. 

Candidates also enter for the Royal Society of Arts and Pitmans 
commercial examinations, and for external examinations of the 
University of London. 


Teacher-Training 

Teacher-training centres for pupil teachers were conducted in three 
districts on every school day. Academic, practical and professional 
classes for student teachers and probationers were held regularly 
on Saturdays. 

Under the teacher-training scheme, four students are now in 
training at Erdiston College, Barbados. Eight teachers have com- 
pleted the two-year course at this College and have returned to posts 
in the primary schools. 

In 1959 a head teacher was sent to England for a one-year teacher- 
training course. 

Adult Education 

Evening classes in academic subjects up to School Certificate 
standard were continued, as well as those in cookery. The Education 
Department, through its home economics instructress, undertook 
the training of domestic servants who were selected to be sent to 
Canada. 

Vocational training in handicrafts (chiefly straw-work) is given by 
instructresses in 10 centres. Tuition is free. 

The Women’s Clubs, whose activities are mainly cultural, are 
organised and run under the auspices of the Education Department. 

A recent development has been the start of a home economics 
programme among adults as the result of the appointment of a 
trained home economics instructress. 


Library Services 
Circulation. During 1958 and 1959, 30,503 books of fiction and 
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13,381 of non-fiction were issued by the adult lending library. The 
circulation in the juvenile library was 21,156 fiction and 4,204 
non-fiction. 

The total number of members registered at 31st December 1959 
was 5,684 (juvenile 2,620 and adult 3,064). 


Book Stock. Four thousand five hundred and seventy books were 
added to the stock; 1,278 books were withdrawn or discarded as 
unfit for circulation, and 700 volumes were sent to be bound at the 
Government Printery during the two years. 


Staff. One member of the staff received training for the Library 
Association Registration Examination during 1958 in Trinidad. The 
Librarian went to the United Kingdom to complete the Registration 
Examination. 

_ Rural Development. There has been satisfactory progress in the 
branches. Although no new branch was opened during this period, 
the ten points of service in the rural areas have been more efficiently 
run. Six branch librarians were trained at the Kingstown Public 
Library over this period. 


HEALTH 
Staff 

The Medical Department is under the control of the Senior 
Medical Officer with (in addition to clerical and attendant = 
the following establishment: 


(a) The Colonial Hospital (which includes the Extension Hospital 
for Infectious Diseases) : 
1 Resident Surgeon 
1 Physician 
1 House Physician 
1 Matron 
1 Assistant Matron and Sister Tutor (appointed in 1959) 
32 Nursing Staff 
3 Male Nurses 
A2 Student Nurses 
1 Steward and Chief Dispenser 
1 Storekeeper 
2 Dispensers 
1 Catering Supervisor 
2 Housekeepers 
1 Radiographer 
A Laboratory Technicians (including 1 student) 
2 Ambulance Drivers 
A Seamstresses 
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(b) Central Institutions: 
5 Dispensers 
4 Student Dispensers 
4 Charge Nurses (1 appointed in 1959) 
(c) District Services and Rural Hospitals: 
8 Medical Officers (one additional post created in 1959) 
2 Dental Surgeons (one appointed for schools in 1959) 
21 District Nurse-Midwives and Health Nurses, under the 
supervision of a Superintendent; seven of these have been 
trained in Public Health Nursing and two hold the R.S.I. 
Certificate. 
9 Dispensers. 
3 Staff Nurses. 
12 Public Health Inspectors (two additional posts created in 
1959) under the supervision of a Superintendent. 
Some difficulty was experienced in maintaining a staff of Medical 
Officers during the period. There were four vacancies at the end 
of 1959. 


The Dental Surgeon’s contract which expired in April 1959 was 
extended; a new post of School Dental Officer was filled in August 
1959. 


Institutions 


The Colonial Hospital has undergone renovations and improve- 
ments which have in a measure contributed to the reduction in the 
overcrowding that was commonly experienced in the wards. 

A new ophthalmic ward with a capacity for six beds and an 
extension private wing to hold 12 beds are among the improvements. 
Renovations have been made to the children’s ward, the infants’ 
ward, and the maternity (private) ward, which is now air conditioned. 
The operating theatre (also air conditioned) and the kitchen have 
been made fly-proof. An overhead electric fan has been installed in 
the kitchen. 

There were 4,483 patients admitted at the Colonial Hospital in 
1959, 4,253 were discharged and 197 died. In 1958 the figures were 
3,958 admissions, 3,769 discharges and 168 deaths. 

The Extension Hospital for Infectious Diseases functioned normally 
during the period. No additions were planned for this hospital, as, 
on the advice of Professor Heaf, it was hoped with intensive early 
treatment to reduce the hospital population there. 

Admissions to the Infectious Diseases Hospital in 1959 were 76, 
discharges were 67 and there were three deaths, as compared with 
60 admissions, 76 discharges and five deaths in 1958. 
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The Mental Hospital has accommodation for 100 patients. ' 

' The staff has been further strengthened by the appointment of 
another charge nurse. 

The conversion of the attendants’ quarters to a private and con- 
valescent wing was started. 

A tuberculosis ward has been provided for the isolation of tuber- 
culosis cases; at present there are three female patients. 

There were 60 admissions, 41 discharges and two deaths in 1959, 
and 54 admissions, 39 discharges and seven deaths in 1958. 

A new Mental Health Ordinance received the Governor’s assent 
on 21st April 1959. 

The Lewis Punnett Home for the Aged Poor (Pauper Asylum) 
continues to take care of the aged and chronically sick who would 
otherwise have to be cared for at the Colonial Hospital. It still has 
a waiting list. There were 53 admissions, 11 discharges and 26 deaths 
in 1959, and 24 admissions, six discharges and nine deaths in 1958. 

The Leprosarium is supervised by a charge nurse under the 
guidance of a Medical Superintendent. During the period under 
review two new cases were admitted and six discharged. One death 
occurred in 1959. There were 12 inmates at the end of 1959 and 17 
at the end of 1958. 


District Services 

The rural districts are served by 20 dispensaries, and three rardt 
cottage hospitals, with a total capacity of 16 beds, are maintained 
in Georgetown, Chateaubelair and Bequia. 

Certain improvements were made to the Georgetown Hospital. 
The Chateaubelair Hospital was removed to a more commodious 
building in 1959. District nurses at Georgetown and Chateaubelair 
are now provided with quarters. The dispenser at Chateaubelair will 
shortly be provided with quarters also. Nurse’s quarters with a room 
for “‘ dressings ’’ was built at South Rivers; and a dispensary was 
built at Rose Hall. Quarters for a medical officer were built in the 
medical compound at Stoney Ground. 

Ante-natal and child welfare clinics were held in Kingstown by 
the superintendent health nurse and the senior health nurse at the 
Colonial Hospital and in the Districts by the various district nurses 
under the direction of medical officers. The superintendent health 
nurse visits all districts and supervises the work in the various clinics. 

Expectant mothers are encouraged to visit these clinics for 
examination and advice. Repeated home visits are made by district 
nurses who in the course of these visits advise mothers on health 
problems, the care and feeding of infants and children, cleanliness, 
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and segregation of infectious cases. Those in need receive free rations 
of dried skim milk from UNICEF under the Milk Feeding Pro- 
gramme. 


Public Health 

Health problems are still affected by conditions resulting from 
inadequate housing, unemployment and poverty; and, although 
there has been some improvement generally, there was no significant 
change to note. There were no epidemics during the period. 

Yellow Fever. The aedes aegypti eradication scheme ended in 1958 
when the territory was declared free from the aedes aegypti mosquito 
and consequently from yellow fever. 

Smallpox. Following the extensive drive to inoculate the popula- 
tion in 1958, steps were taken to ensure that the vaccination of 
infants continued in accordance with the law. There was no con- 
firmed report of smallpox in the territory. 

Tuberculosis. The senior medical officer started a campaign to give 
tuberculin tests and B.C.G. inoculations to school children in 1958, 
but owing to the department’s activities on other schemes this had 
to be delayed until March 1959. The Federal Chest Physician, 
Dr. J. H. Thomas, visited the island and gave valuable advice on 
this subject. 

An association for the prevention of tuberculosis was formed in 
1958. 

The number of cases reported was 43 in 1958 and 37 in 1959. 

Poliomyelitis. No cases were reported in 1958, but two occurred 
in 1959. 

Malaria. No cases were reported. 


Special Health Projects in Operation 

The Supplementary Milk Feeding Programme was started by 
UNICEF in mid-1954 and continued throughout the period under 
review with no decrease in the number of beneficiaries. 

Reports indicate that there has been considerable improvement 
in the nutrition of school children, pre-school children, and nursing 
and expectant mothers who receive this supplementary food. 

The Expanded Treponematosis Control Project aims at eradicating, 
yaws and controlling venereal diseases. It was started on Ist 
November 1955 and the follow-up stage is well advanced. It has 
been of incalculable benefit to the territory. 

The Pertussis Prevention Programme which began in December 
1955 was still in operation, but little progress was made because the 
Department was fully occupied vaccinating the entire population 
against smallpox. Another reason for the slow progress was that 
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most victims of the disease were unwilling to face repeat inoculations. 
However, a fair number of children was inoculated with satisfactory 
results. 

Planned Parenthood. A Family Planning Clinic has been operating 
in Kingstown, and about 100 women have been given instruction 
once a week. No active propaganda was used, apart from the 
showing of the film “Too Late” to limited audiences. However, 
the local press has been publishing short extracts from pamphlets 
issued by the International Planned Parenthood Federation. 
Literature on the subject has been offered to waiting patients, and 
nurses and midwives have advised attendance at the clinic. 


Sanitary Services 

The sanitary services were maintained throughout the period. 
Routine measures, scavenging Kingstown and its suburbs, drainage, 
filling cesspits, etc. were carried out. Existing public and school 
latrines were maintained in a sanitary condition and rural springs 
and wells were serviced and protected. Two officers received training 
in the United States in connection with the Environmental Sanitation 
Scheme. 


Vital Statistics 
Comparative Table of Population, Births and Deaths 





) 
82,4901) 









(1) Mean of end-year population. 


Infant Mortality 
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Contagious and Infectious Diseases 




































































| 1955 1956 1957 | 1958 1959 
Cases Deaths Ga | Deaths: Cases Deaths “Cases aisle Cases | Deaths 
Dysente 2 | 41 1} 32) — , 4 | — | 98 | — 
Yaws ed 401* + | 410° + 200* ' + 200* t | 73° t 
Influenza 596 6 | 247 1 11883 3. 19 2 | 124 3 
Pneumonia | Caf | 36 | 23) — 1299 | 43 1122 | 17 | 105 | 415 
Enteric Fever . | 58 1 12 1; 34 1 {| 10 | — |; 38 2 
na omg 7 io 23 33 5; 48 ! 6 43 9 37 2 
Whoop Cc ah. 2078 tim) tl] e@ialis  tlayc 
oopin: OU; ¥, ie _— — 
hicken Pox + 6}; — 1193 , — | 6 | — | 6 | — 
tore a. . _ = _ _ to — _ = 2 — 
Cerebro-Spinal | 
Meningitis 1 —_ 1 1 — _ — cae eg ‘ame 
easles ae ep ee Se nee SOT 
Poliomyelitis _ - - _ _ oe tie aes 2 =: 
* Estimated. t Not available. 
HOUSING 


The housing situation is being improved gradually by Government- 
sponsored schemes and by private enterprise. 


The years 1958-59 witnessed the opening of the first middle- 
income group Government scheme in Kingstown which was 
established to assist families within the salary bracket of $80 to 
$120 per month. Twenty concrete-block houses were completed and 
handed over at a cost of $3,200 each. Purchasers had to deposit 
$800 towards the cost and repay the balance by monthly instalments 
over a period of 20 years at 4 per cent. interest. Each house is 
intended to accommodate a family of five and comprises two bed- 
rooms, living and dining rooms, kitchen, open verandah, water 
closet and bath. A total of 724 sq. ft. of living space is provided. 


Progress on the rural rehabilitation schemes was maintained 
throughout 1958-59. As in the past, house lots were made available 
and families were helped with materials for building a house. Pipe- 
borne water supply was laid down for two schemes. A very notable 
feature during the period was the substantial assistance to families 
outside established schemes, that is persons living on their own or 
ernted lands. These families were advanced building materials to 
repair or enlarge their houses or build new ones. In many instances 
thatched roofs were replaced with galvanized iron sheets. 

A total of 261 building applications was submitted to the Central 
Housing and Planning Authority for approval. Of this number, 168 
were for new buildings estimated to cost between $3,000 and $10,000 
each. ; 
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Under the rehabilitation scheme for hurricane-stricken families in 
the Grenadines, appeal funds continued to help families to complete 
building their houses. Towards the end of 1959 work had begun on 
the erection of a further 10 two-room concrete-block houses for 
very poor families who were unable to help themselves. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


IMPORTANT legislation enacted during 1958 and 1959 included the 
following Ordinances: 


1958 


No. 12. The Land Acquisition (Amendment) Ordinance gives the 
right of appeal to the Supreme Court of the Windward Islands and 
Leeward Islands against a decision of a Board of Arbitration acting 
under the principal Ordinance. This is consequent upon the abolition 
of the West Indian Court of Appeal. 

No. 13. The Banana Growers’ Association Ordinance 1954-1958 
(Suspension of Operation) Ordinance temporarily suspended the - 
operation of the Banana Growers’ Association Ordinances and set 
up an Interim Board to operate while the working of the Associa- 
tion was being investigated and reorganised. 

No. 15. The Petroleum (Production) Ordinance vests in the Crown 
all petroleum existing in its natural condition in strata in the colony 
and makes provision for matters incidental to or connected with 
such vesting. 

No. 16. The Minerals (Vesting) Ordinance vests in the Crown all 
minerals in the colony and makes provision for matters incidental 
to or connected with such vesting. 

No. 18. The Foreign Judgements (Reciprocal Enforcement) Ordin- 
ance makes provision for enforcement in the colony of judgements 
given in foreign countries which accord reciprocal treatment to 
judgements given in St. Vincent and facilitates the enforcement in 
foreign countries of judgements given in St. Vincent. 

No. 20. The Hotels Aid (Amendment) Ordinance reduces the “ tax 
holiday period ” for hotels to which the principal Ordinance applies 
from eight years to five years and makes the granting of such tax 
holiday permissive rather than mandatory. 

No. 21. The Customs Duties (Dumping and Subsidies) Ordinance 
authorises the imposition of customs duties by the Governor in 
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Council on goods which have been dumped or subsidised by any 
Government or other authority outside the colony, and in con- 
sequence protects local industries. 

No. 22. The Children of Government Officers (Scholarships) 
Ordinance provides that children of Government officers transferred 
to St. Vincent from another colony and who hold scholarships 
granted by the transferring colony may complete their scholarships 
in St. Vincent without additional costs to their parents. 


1959 

No.3. The Mental Health Ordinance provides for the custody and 
treatment of persons of unsound mind and for purposes incidental 
to and connected with such custody and treatment. 

No. 4. The Marketing Board Ordinance provides for the establish- 
ment of a Marketing Board as a centralised organisation for the 
purchasing, processing and exporting of locally grown produce. 

No. 5. The Currency Ordinance amends and consolidates the law 
relating to currency and implements an agreement to provide for a 
uniform currency in the Eastern Group of the British Caribbean 
Territories. 

No. 6. The Adoption of Children Ordinance repeals and replaces 
the Adoption of Children Ordinance, 1942, thereby modernising 
the existing legislation and supplying relevant Rules and Regulations 
which have hitherto been missing. 

No. 8. The Exportation of Produce Ordinance regulates the 
examination and export of produce. 

No. 10. The Banana Growers’ Association (Amendment) Ordinance 
gives effect to certain recommendations made by the Commission 
of Inquiry into the affairs of the Banana Growers’ Association and 
by the Interim Board of the Association. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
_ Court has appellate, civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matters in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. This 
Judge also presides over the Supreme Court for the colony of 
Dominica. 
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Arrowroot stacks at the Government Central Arrowroot Factory, 
Belle Vue, eastern St. Vincent 





Pupils in the grounds of the Kingstown Preparatory School, Richmond Hill. 

On the hill behind are the buildings of the Grammar School, including its 

new science block built and equipped with Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds 
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A general view of Kingstown and its harbour 





Terrace cultivation at Mount Pleasant, eastern St. Vincent 





Banana cultivation in the shelter of a coconut grove, 
Mount Wynne area, western St. Vincent 
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The colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. The First 
Magisterial District consists of that part of St. George’s Parish 
which lies to the west of the Great Head or Warrawarrou River, 
and the Parishes of St. Andrew, St. Patrick and St. David. The 
Second Magisterial District consists of the whole island of St. 
Vincent exclusive of that portion thereof which comprises the First 
District. The Third Magisterial District consists of all the Grenadine 
Islands included in the Government of St. Vincent. 

There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of Dis- 
trict I, the second being the Magistrate of Districts II and III, and 
the third being the Additional Magistrate of the colony, whose 
substantive post is Registrar of the Supreme Court. 

The local system of law enforced by the colony falls under two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by legislation, etc., and the 
common law of England together with the practice and procedure 
of the High Court of Justice for the time being in force in England, 
wherever local law is silent or deficient. 


Supreme Court 

(a) Original Jurisdiction. The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England, 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided 
for by local legislation. An appeal from this Court lies to the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal and 
thence to the Privy Council Committee. 

(b) Summary Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines without 
a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, 
in which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount or value 
does not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possess- 
ion where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this 
Court lies to the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court 
of Appeal. 

(c) Criminal Jurisdiction. In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, mis- 
demeanours and offences committed in the colony or within 
three miles of any of the shores of the colony; and of all 
treasons, felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to 
be tried and determined in the Court under and by any 
Imperial Statute now or hereafter to be passed for the purpose. 


Magistrates’ Court 
(a) Criminal Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines all com- 
plaints or informations for summary offences. 
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(6) Civil Jurisdiction. The Court determines all actions of contract 
or tort other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed 
or value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of 
account or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of 
contract not more than £20 and in the case of actions of tort 
not more than £10; for damages for detention of, and/or for 
the recovery of any chattel or thing which is not more than 
£20 and in cases for the recovery of possession where the value 
does not exceed £20; and generally in all other matters in 
which jurisdiction is by any law expressly given to Magistrates 
or Justices of the Peace. An appeal from the Magistrates’ 
Court lies to the Supreme Court in its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 


Organisation and Establishment 


The Chief of Police is in command of the Force. 
There was an increase of 12 men on the establishment during the 
period under review. 


The strength of the Force was up to the authorised establishment 
on 31st December 1959, as set out below: 


Establishment 

Chief of Police . : 

Deputy Supt. of Police 

Assistant Supt. of Police 1 
Inspectors 3 
Station Sergeants 3 
Sergeants 6 
Corporals 21 
Constables 113 


Women Police Constable 


| gl. 


Recruitment and Training 


In 1959, 19 recruits were enlisted in the Force and went through 
a six-month course of training covering all aspects of police duties. 

Four n.c.o.s and the woman police constable attended courses at 
the Regional Police Training School in Barbados. 


Accommodation 


The building formerly occupied by the Senior Customs Officer 
now houses Headquarters Office, Immigration, Special Branch and 
Criminal Record Office, and has greatly relieved the congestion at 
the Central Police Station. 

A new Police Station has also been built at Calliaqua. 
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Transport 

The department has one commer van, one Bedford van, three 
Land Rovers, three motor cycles and one launch. There is need for 
an increase in transport. 


Communications 

Police Headquarters is now linked by means of a repeater station 
with Mesopotamia, Biabou, Georgetown and the three islands in 
the Grenadines. There are also four mobile sets. 


Immigration 

The immigration services are controlled by the Police. The total 
number of immigrants in 1959 was 10,496 and the total number of 
emigrants was 11,993. 

The number of persons who migrated to the United Kingdom in 
1959 was as follows: 


Students : ‘ . A 10 
Seeking | employment . : ‘ . . 522 
Visitors. : A ‘ 4 
536 

Traffic Branch 

The number of vehicles registered in 1958 and 1959 was as follows: 
1958 1959 
Private cars : : : 520 615 
Hired Cars 3 73 110 
Trucks. 235 243 
Buses Z 73 84 
Jeeps is ‘ . : 68 91 
Motor Cycles. P ‘ 160 239 
Hearses . 7 A F 3 3 
Trailers. , ; , 33 36 
Tractors . ‘ F 3 21 27 
1,186 1,448 
Fire Brigade 


The Police are responsible for the maintenance of the fire-fighting 
services, and the establishment for this purpose at the end of 1959 
was 12 men. 

There were three serious fires in 1959 involving the loss of property 
estimated at $601,645. 

The strength of the Volunteer Fire Brigade is 45; these men 
continue to give excellent service. 


Auxiliary Police 

The Auxiliary Police (part-time) has an establishment of three 
officers, two warrant officers and 88 n.c.o.s and constables. Without 
this help the regular Police would at times be unable to cope with 
their duties. 
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PRISONS 
The administration of prisons is governed by the Prison Rules. The 
Superintendent of Prisons is responsible for the running of the 
department. 
In 1958 the vacancy in the post of Senior Staff Officer was filled. 
The selected Officer attended a course of training in Prison Adminis- 
tration in Trinidad in 1958. 


The daily average of male prisoners was 71.29 in 1958 as against 
79.35 in 1959. With the exception of 14 male offenders who lived 
on the Ottley Hall Prison Farm, three miles from the main prison, 
the rest of the prisoners were housed at the Kingstown Prison. 
Each morning, on work days, a number of the men from Kingstown 
Prison were taken to work at the farm. The rest of the prisoners 
were occupied with carpentry, cooking, baking, vane shoe- 
making and cleaning at the Kingstown Prison. 

The female prison at Fort Charlotte had a daily average female 
population of 4.47 in 1958 as against 4.65 in 1959. 


Periodical visits of inspection to both the prison farm and the 
female prison were made by the Superintendent of Prisons. 


There were 66 offences in 1958 and 126 in 1959 committed by 
inmates against prison discipline. Most of the offences were minor. 
The increase in 1959 was mainly due to an effort at discouraging 
certain minor offences by the inmates; and also to the fact that the 
prison population in 1959 was somewhat higher than in 1958. 


The general state of health of inmates was good during the period 
under review. The Prison Medical Officer, under whose care and 
supervision the health of the prisoners lies, considered the diet scale 
for inmates was satisfactory. 

In 1958, because of the small number of prisoners, it was difficult 
to muster gangs for outside work. In 1959 the stone quarry, normally 
worked by prisoners, was loaned to the Public Works Department. 


The total industrial revenue of the prison for 1958 and 1959 was 
$26,065 and $20,222 respectively. The estimated savings to other 
Government departments on prices charged was $4,723 for 1958 
and $4,198 for 1959. 


Remission remained at one-third sentences served. 


The Superintendent continued to assist in placing discharged 
prisoners in employment and providing needy cases with clothing 
and tools. The Public Assistance and Probation Officer also con- 
tinued to render some measure of after-care assistance to discharged 
prisoners. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


Development Schemes 


During 1958 and 1959 the majority of the schemes started under 
the 1955 Colonial Development and Welfare Act were completed. 

Expenditure on the schemes is shown in Appendix I, pages 54 
and 55. 

Water Supply (Grenadines). Of the £5,000 allocated for this scheme, 
£4,200 was spent during 1959 on storage tanks at Canouan, Mayreau 
and Bequia; the tanks have greatly assisted water storage in the 
Grenadines, but the problem is not yet fully sovled. 

Water Supply (St. Vincent). During 1958 the main work carried 
out was on the Buccament or South Leeward supply which augments 
the Kingstown and Layou supplies. Work was also carried out at 
Richland Park. 

1959 saw the completion of the South Leeward scheme as well 
as the Georgetown/Landley Park scheme and the South Windward 
extension. The South Windward scheme provides water for areas 
such as Diamond, Fountain, Belair, Biabouand Yambou. Although, 
on the whole, St. Vincent is fairly well supplied with water, areas 
on the northern part of the island are still neglected. Water treatment 
is virtually non-existent and will have to be given some consideration 
in 1961-64. 

Hospital Development. In 1958 work on the Colonial Hospital, 
which consisted of improvements to the male ward and maternity 
wards, and of the installation of an emergency lighting plant, was 
completed. Small air-conditioning units were installed in a few 
essential rooms. 

During 1958 and the beginning of 1959 work was completed on 
three out-district dispensaries and two nurses’ quarters. 

School Programme. Work was slow to get under way on these 
schemes due mainly to difficulties in obtaining sites, but was com- 
pleted by December 1959 on the following elementary schools: 


Places 
Lodge Village . - F , F 350 
Diamond 3 : ‘ . ‘ ; 200 
Launders : ; 3 u : 5 200 
Dickson : . é : : , 300 
Rosehall . ‘ , ‘ F 5 200 
Marriaqua ‘ P $ ‘ é F 200 
Union Island . 5 150 


A pupil teachers’ training centre was built in 1959, and a new 
general science laboratory was completed at the Grammar School. 
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Feeder Roads. A total of £130,000 was spent in 1958 and 1959 on 
feeder roads in the island. The money was spent on the reconstruc- 
tion and oiling of the following roads: 


Miles 
Spring Village F . i : , 
Palmniste . . : : . 23 
Lowmans/Greggs 3 ‘ : 3 
Perseverance/Dickson ; a ‘ ‘ 23 
South Rivers . ; ‘. ‘ 5 5 2 
Belair/Gomea 3 ‘ E 23 
Mt. Bentinck/Langley Park : z 7 1 
Arnos Vale By-Pass - - ‘ 1 
Dorsetshire Hill 5 P ‘ ‘ 1 
Rose Hall ‘ . _ 5 : 3 1} 
TOTAL 5 26 


In addition, £55,000 (plus £20,000 for equipment) was spent on 
the reconstruction of 11 miles of the Leeward Highway. These 
figures mean that about 20 miles of roads are being reconstructed 
every year at an average cost of £5,000 per mile. 

Arnos Vale Airfield. By far the most important work carried out 
in 1958 and 1959 was on the construction of a 4,800-feet airstrip at 
Arnos Vale. This strip will accommodate D.C.3 aircraft. Work on 
the tarmac runway was nearing completion in December 1959, by 
which time Leeward Islands Air Transport were operating a service, 
and by early 1960, D.H. Herons and D.C. 3’s will be using Arnos 
Vale. It is proposed to build an air terminal building which will be 
up to international standards. 


Chapter 11: Communications 


SHIPPING 


The island is fairly well served by cargo ships. The Harrison Line 
makes monthly sailings from the United Kingdom with general 
merchandise. Ships of the Lamport and Holt Line and the Royal 
Netherlands Steamship Co. make monthly sailings from New York 
and Amsterdam respectively. The Saguenay Shipping provides a 
fortnightly service from Canada. A ship of the Booth Line calls 
once every five weeks for cargo to New York. The Fratelli Grimaldi 
Line provides passenger service to the United Kingdom whenever 
expedient. Vessels operated by Messrs. Geest call weekly to load 
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bananas for the United Kingdom and carry a limited number of 
passengers in both directions. 

The inter-island Caribbean freight and passenger service is handled 
by two motor ships chartered by The West Indies Federal Govern- 
ment, plying fortnightly within the limits Jamaica—Trinidad. There 
are also several smaller motor vessels and auxiliary sailing craft 
which trade freely as the traffic warrants it. A small motor vessel 
makes a weekly trip to Trinidad and also calls at some of the 
Grenadine islands. 


AIR 


The St. Vincent Air Service continued to operate with Grumman 
Amphibian Aircraft, connecting St. Vincent, Barbados, Trinidad, 
Grenada and Dominica during 1958 and until December 1959, 
when this Service ceased and Leeward Islands Air Transport began 
operation of a service at the Arnos Vale Airport using Heron 
aircraft. 


ROADS 


Road maintenance and improvements account for a large part of 
the Public Works Department recurrent expenditure in 1958 and 
1959, £54,000 and £58,000 being spent on maintenance. £20,000 
‘was spent each year on road improvements and these included the 
decking of bridges at Chateaubelair, Wallilabou, Campden Park, 
Richmond River and Gomea. Corner improvements and road 
widening were carried out, and the safety standards are being 
improved year by year. During 1958, £100,600 of Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare funds was spent on reconstruction and oiling of 
Toads; in 1959 the figure was £104,000. 


POSTS 


The postal service of the colony is carried on mainly through the 
General Post Office in Kingstown and 10 other money order and 
parcel offices in the rural districts and in the outlying islands of 
Bequia and Union Island. In addition, there are 22 small non- 
accounting offices where stamps are sold and ordinary registered 
letter packets are distributed and received. 

Air mails to all countries are received and despatched twice weekly 
via an inter-island air service which links up with the British West 
Indian Airways routes through Trinidad and Barbados. 

Surface mails are conveyed to and from the United Kingdom 
weekly by the Geest banana boats; and to the other West Indian 
territories via schooner and motor vessel, as well as by the federal 
steamers. Surface mails for other countries is despatched direct when 
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opportunity offers, or sent by auxiliary schooner weekly to Trinidad 
for onward transmission. 

Telegraph services are provided by Cable & Wireless (West 
Indies) Ltd. 

During 1958 a total of 1,479,465 postal articles was dealt with, 
and during 1959 a total of 888,391. 

The total revenue from sale of postage stamps, poundage on postal 
orders, etc. amounted in 1958 to $122,135 and in 1959 to $112,468. 


TELEPHONES 
The telephone system is worn out and inefficient. Reports and esti- 
mates have been submitted for a complete new automatic system 
and negotiations are proceeding with a view to obtaining the 
necessary funds. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 
Tue Vincentian, the local newspaper, is published weekly, and 
Challenge, Government-promoted and printed, is published bi- 
monthly. 
BROADCASTING 
Radio St. Vincent, which was established on an amateur basis in 
1953, has received Government support and now broadcasts a 
regular weekly programme on Sundays which includes musical items, 
quiz programmes, interviews, talks, items of news, and church 
services. During the hurricane season Radio St. Vincent puts on a 
daily service of weather reports. Windward Islands Broadcasting 
Service is well received and gives a certain amount of local coverage. 


FILMS 


There are three commercial cinemas. Films are imported from the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 
A Public Relations Officer was appointed in April 1954. He has 
been responsible for keeping the public informed of the policies, 
actions and achievements of the Government. He is also editor of 
Challenge. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography 


St. Vincent is one of the chain of Windward Islands at the eastern 
edge of the Caribbean Sea. It is about 100 miles west of Barbados 
and lies between St. Lucia to the north, and the Grenadines to the 
south. It extends from north to south; it is 18 miles in length, and 
11 miles across. It is 133 square miles in area, and with its Grenadines. 
dependencies the total area of the territory is 150 square miles. 

St. Vincent is a beautiful island, with green hills reaching to the 
sea. A range of volcanic mountains stretches its entire length, from 
the Soufriere (4,048 ft.) with its crater lake in the north, to Mount 
St. Andrew in the south. The range is almost impenetrable, and the 
slopes show many contrasts. The eastern, or windward slope, is 
gentle and undulating, with flat valleys lying between low foothills, 
whereas the leeward slope is deeply dissected and rugged, although 
alluvial plains border the rivers. Numerous small rivers flow down 
both slopes of the mountains. They are short and swift, and in their 
upper courses have carved deep gorges. On the leeward slope, they 
tend to diminish in the dry season. In the north is a mountainous 
area containing pockets of level land, known as Carib country, 
which used to be prosperous, but its value was seriously impaired 
by the eruption of the Soufriere in 1902. The soils are deep, and 
exceptionally light and porous for a volcanic area, enabling St. 
Vincent to grow cotton which would otherwise be restricted to drier 
islands. 

St. Vincent lies in latitude 13° 15’ north, and its climate is pleasant. 
as north-east sea breezes modify the tropical heat. The average tem- 
perature is about 80° F., and it rarely rises above 90° F. The short. 
cool season lasts from January to March, but the nights are always. 
cool. As the island is high, the rainfall is heavy, and the central 
mountainous region receives over 100 inches. The coastal lands are 
drier, with a rainfall of 60 to 80 inches. The year is commonly divided 
into two seasons, a wet and a dry. Most of the rain falls between. 
June and December, but some rain continues to fall during the rest 
of the year. However, bright sun and clear skies are the rule, and 
rain generally falls in heavy downpours which do not last long.. 
The hurricane season is from mid-July to mid-October, but hurri- 
canes usually pass north of St. Vincent. 
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*. The island is well wooded, and rich forests cover all the moun- 
tainous parts. Mahogany is the most valuable timber, and there are 
new plantations of teak and whitewood. Some wood is burned for 
charcoal, but indiscriminate cutting is controlled by forest guards. 
As throughout the West Indies, the vegetation is very varied, and 
there are many plants of striking brilliance, such as the flamboyante, 
‘hibiscus, and poinsettia, while there is also a variety of palm and 
fruit trees. The coastal lowlands ‘and valleys are all cleared for 
cultivation. 

”* The population of St. Vincent is about 83,000: 75 per cent. being 
of African descent, and 3 per cent. being white. The rest of the 
population consists of East Indians, Caribs, and many of mixed 
origin. The average density is about 500 per square mile, but as 
much of the land is uninhabited, the density in the cultivated area 
is greater. Thus the more populous areas are the coasts and valleys, 
while the north-west and centre of the island are sparsely peopled. 
The population continues to grow, and the problem of over- 
population in relation to the resources of the island is great. For 
this reason every effort is being made to encourage likely enterprises. 

The chief town is Kingstown, which is situated among the foot- 
hills of Mount St. Andrew on a large bay sheltered from the north- 
east winds. Small townships are found throughout the farmed 
districts, especially along the coasts. The chief of these is Georgetown 
on the east coast. 

St. Vincent’s economy is based on the export of a few agricultural 
products. The traditional crops are arrowroot and a fine variety of 
sea island cotton, but recently the acreage devoted to these crops 
has been reduced. In 1957 bananas, for which better prices are 
obtained, became the leading export. Other crops include coconuts, 
sugarcane, cassava, groundnuts, and sweet potatoes; various veget- 
ables and livestock are also exported, and a large acreage is devoted 
to food crops for home consumption. There are several factories 
which process the island products. These include the Central Arrow- 
root Factory for the manufacture of starch; the Central Cotton 
Ginnery (which was destroyed by fire in 1959 but is to be rebuilt) 
and the Mt. Bentinck sugar factory. 

'_ No road as yet crosses the central mountains. A coastal road 
nearly encircles the island, and roads lead up the valleys, linking 
the rural villages; on the Leeward coast there is considerable sea 
traffic. Several cargo-carrying shipping lines provide service with the 
United States, Canada, British Guiana, and Jamaica, and the Geest 
banana boats carry a small number of passengers to the United 
Kingdom. Small motor vessels run between St. Vincent and Bar- 
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bados, from which passenger ships leave regularly for England 
(4,084 miles); and air services to other islands are regular, and 
continue to develop. 

The St. Vincent Grenadines are a chain of delightful little islands 
and rocks extending from Petit Canouan to Petit St. Vincent— 
between latitude 12° 47’ 48” north and latitude 12° 32’ 00” north. 
Only the islands of Canouan, Mayreau and Union Island are 
inhabited; they have a total population of 1,816. They vary in 
character, but all have low rainfall, white beaches and scrub-covered. 
hills. The inhabitants are mostly fisher-folk, but they also grow some 
cotton, corn and peas, and rear stock. Bequia has a schooner- 
building industry and a tourist-class hotel. Some of the islands are 
privately owned. 


Chapter 2: History 


St. VINCENT was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus. 
discovered the island on 22nd January 1498, and named it after the. 
Saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed away, 
leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second decade 
of the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure origin 
survived. The most interesting remains of this primitive people are 
the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the Kings- 
town Library, and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar 
engravings which are to be found in different parts of the island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King. 
Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. 
The French also had claims on the island, holding that it was. 
included in the grant made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc: 
in 1626. They were however content not to press their claims so long. 
as the island was not formally occupied by the British. Small numbers. 
of adventurers of both countries risked settling among the Caribs;. 
the French were the more numerous and the more successful at 
winning Carib friendship. Settlements were made along the Leeward 
coast in places which still bear French names, and it was the French. 
who first settled where the capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and English. 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs,,. 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were. 
not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 
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~ Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 

Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived 
to make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged them- 
selves subjects to the King of England. In order to strengthen his 
claim under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian 
islands (St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in 
his Governor’s commission in 1672. 


' In 1675 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the 
Grenadines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried 
with the local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known 
as the Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or 
Yellow Caribs. 


When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an ena 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton; and 
St. Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 


Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, 
it was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. 
But European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their 
land to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicions and a state of _ 
unrest followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island 
to subdue them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major 
objects of the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 
17th February 1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s 
sovereignty without reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and 
allegiance and ceded a large tract of valuable land to the Crown, 
but they retained a large measure of self-government and the 
districts they kept were secured in perpetuity to them and their 
posterity. 

During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was 
captured by the French in June 1779; but the island was restored to 
the British by the-Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke 
out again between England and France; and in March 1795, aided 
by the French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor 
Hugues, the representative of the National Convention in Guade- 
loupe, the Caribs broke out from their reservations and for a time 
threatened to master the whole island. Early in the fighting their 
leader, Chatoyer, was killed in single combat with Major Alexander 
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Leith, but this had little effect on the course of the war. Three 
regiments had arrived in September 1795, but it was not until June 
1796, when Sir Ralph Abercromby came with further reinforcements, 
that the Caribs were finally subdued. The majority of the Caribs on 
surrendering were deported to the island of Roatan in the Bay of 
Honduras. 7 

After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters ta 
convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land instead 
of by sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satisfactory 
road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and Kings- 
town, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 
250 feet long. But the planters were in difficulties; their properties 
had been ravaged in the disturbances and they were in debt. And 
in 1812 Soufriere “‘ erupted with such force as to blow away its 
summit and devastate the greater part of the island.” Most of the 
coffee and cocoa trees were destroyed and the sugar crop ruined. 

In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the 
economic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished 
in 1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to 
the masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves 
were liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the 
production of sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to 
work for low wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent 
and to acquire lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor 
Sir John Campbell, wrote about them: “ As a general rule they 
possess, beyond all reasonable question, most of the essential 
elements of progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelli- 
gence and quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy 
desire to better their condition.” 

Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the 
estates, and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived 
for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians 
are now well respected members of the island community. 

In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar 
fell and a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of 
the century. Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great 
calamity in the hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people 
and damaged many buildings. This was followed four years later 
by a disastrous volcanic eruption, which devastated the northern 
part of the island. These disasters shook the morale of the people 
who for some time after seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic attitude. 

At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to 
ameliorate the condition of the people by the introduction of a 
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peasant land settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agri- 
cultural school was established, which functioned for twelve years. 
In 1903 Sir Daniel Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the 
West Indies, introduced the growing of Sea Island cotton. Arrowroot 
had been introduced shortly after 1834. Bananas became an export 
crop as recently as 1953. 

Before the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely responsible 
for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a co- 
educational secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. 
But unfortunately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera 
in 1854 led to the closing of the secondary school and most of the 
primary schools in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary 
and secondary education were established on a sound basis and a 
resident inspector of schools was appointed. In 1922 Government 
decided to award biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at 
any university in the British Empire. 

Much has changed in the last fifty years; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid 
and the assistance given under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act, which has already brought improvements, inter alia, 
in agriculture, sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. Since 
1953 the banana trade has brought much increased prosperity to 
the island. 

In 1951 universal adult suffrage was granted and the character 
of the Legislative Council consequently was much changed. In 1956 
elected members were given a majority on the Executive Council 
and elected Ministers took office for the first time. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION* 


THE Government of St. Vincent originally consisted of a Governor, 
Council and Assembly. In 1856 an Executive Council was created. 


*Note:This section describes the situation as it was in 1959. Important con- 
stitutional changes were introduced on the Ist January 1960, including the 
abolition of the post of Governor of the Windward Islands, the appointment of 
a Chief Minister, an increase in the total number of Ministers from three to four, 
and some alterations in the composition of the Executive and Legislative Councils 
Since the beginning of 1959 the administration of the colony’s grant-in-aid has 
rested with the Federal Government of The West Indies. 
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In 1867 the constitution was found no longer suited to the altered 
circumstances of the colony, and the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council were abrogated and a single Legislative Assembly 
was created, composed of 12 members—three ex officio, three 
nominated by the Crown and six elected by the people. 

This constitution in turn was abrogated by an Act of the Local 
Legislature, and until December, 1924, the Legislative Council con- 
sisted of official and unofficial members nominated and appointed 
by the Crown. 

By an Order in Council dated March 1924, as amended by an 
Order in Council dated February 1931, a partly elected Legislative 
Council was constituted, consisting of the Governor, three ex officio 
members, one nominated official member, one nominated unofficial 
member and three elected members. The island was divided into 
three electoral districts, each returning one elected member. It was 
provided that an election should take place every three years, and 
elections under this constitution took place in 1925, 1928 and 1931. 

A new Legislative Council for the colony of St. Vincent was 
constituted by Order of His Majesty in Privy Council, dated 27th 
October 1936. The unofficial representation was increased from three 
elected and one nominated to five elected and three nominated 
members, while the official membership was reduced to two in 
number. The colony was divided into five electoral districts, the 
Grenadines for the first time being constituted a district. 

A new constitution was given to the colony by Order in Council 
dated Ist August 1951. This provided for a Legislative Council 
consisting of the Administrator, two ex officio members, three 
nominated members and eight elected members. The boundaries of 
the electoral districts were re-defined as closely as possible, on a 
population basis. This increased representation, allowing for a clear 
unofficial majority, was accompanied by a grant of the franchise to 
all persons attaining the age of 21 years. The first elections under 
this constitution took place on 15th October 1951. Early in 1956 
a new constitution incorporating a ministerial system of government 
was introduced. During the period under review there was an 
Executive Council consisting of two or, if the Governor was present 
in the Executive Council, three ex officio members, one member 
being a person holding a public office in the island, styled the 
official member, and one member, being a nominated member of 
the Legislative Council, styled the nominated member, both of whom 
were appointed by the Governor by Instrument under the Public 
Seal of the island, and four members, being elected by the Legislative 
Council from among its elected members, and styled the elected 
members. Each of the following Ministries was placed in the charge 
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of an elected member of the Executive Council: Ministry for Trade 
and Production, Ministry for Communications and Works, and 
Ministry for Social Services. 


_ JUDICIAL 


A description of the judicial system is given in Part II, Chapter 9, 
page 32. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Government employees at the end of 1958 numbered 1,443 and at 
the end of 1959, 1,513, excluding daily paid workers and casual 
employees. 

Training courses for junior clerical officers were held in 1958 
and 1959. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Apart from the Kingstown Town Board, there are eight local 
authorities in the island as follows: 

The Georgetown Town Band 

The Calliaqua Town Board 

The Layou Town Board . 

The Barrouallie Town Board 

The Chateaubelair Town Board 

The Marriaqua Village Council 

The Troumaca Village Council 

The Bequia District Council. 

Each local authority, with the exception of the Bequia District 
Council, is made up of four elected and two nominated members. 
In the Bequia District Council there are four elected and three 
nominated members. 

Members hold office for two years; retiring members are eligible 
for re-election. 

The duties of a local authority are mainly to provide for the 
collection and expenditure of monies authorised by law to be raised 
for the benefit of the particular district and to provide for the good 
government of the district. 

The matters falling within their scope are: 

(a) To let all public lands and collect the rents thereof. 


(6) To apply monies collected in paying all expenses incurred by 
the authority and in repairing, cleaning, draining and otherwise 
maintaining in good order the streets and other public places, 
the water works, buildings, works and boundary lines and. 
marks of the district. 
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(c) To keep accounts of all assessments made and monies collected 
and disbursements paid. 

(¢) To deliver copies of all accounts to the auditor at least once 
each year and to the Governor, when required. 

(e) To make detailed lists of houses and lands in the district. 

(f)To enter into contracts pertaining to the district. 

(g) To preserve boundary lines and such other duties as the 
Governor may direct. 

The estimated revenue and expenditure of the eight local 


authorities for the year 1958 was as follows: 
Revenue Expenditure 


$ 
Georgetown j j : : 5,460.00 5,360.00 
Calliaqua. : : : 3,791 .00 3,791 .00 
Layou . : Z : . 4,355.00 4,355.00 
Barrouallie . : : . , 3,850.00 3,826.00 
Chateaubelair 3 ‘ . 4,048.29 4,048.29 
Marriaqua Village Council; { 1,280.00 1,280.00 
Troumaca Village Council . ; 1,062.00 1,062.00 
Bequia District Council : : 11,290. 00 11,290.00 


Each local authority is given a Government grant and any surplus 
of revenue over expenditure is held as reserve. 

The financial position of each at 31st December 1958 was as 
follows: 


$ 
Georgetown. ‘ : ; Credit balance of 1,118.86 
Calliaqua ‘ : : 3 aA +3 4,335.99 
Layou.. : : % ‘ Debit e 2,377.01 
Barrouallie : : . j Credit as 2,309.88 
Cheteaubelair_ . : . Debit 3s 146.05 
Marriaqua Village Council . ss Credit 9 2,285.58 
Troumaca Village Council . Ki 3 206.40 
Bequia District Council . Debit * 2,702.48 


The local authorities are governed by the Local Government 
Ordinance, No. 17 of 1951. 

There is no statutory local authority in the Southern Grenadines, 
but an Advisory Development Committee under the chairmanship 
of the District Officer carries out certain duties similar to those of 
such an authority. 
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BRITISH Imperial standard weights and measures are in use and the 
Police are inspectors of weights and measures. 
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APPENDIX I 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE 
SCHEMES (1958 and 1959) 


Schemes Title 

D457 Land Settlement and Development 
D586A-D Camden Park Experiment Station 
D1003 Cocoa Nursery $ 
D1108(308) Training of T.A. Browne . 
D1108(374) Training of two Students at the ECF. 
D1399A Public Relations ; 7 
D1427 Public Health Improvements 

D1517 Air Services. . 

D1736A & B Cadastral Survey 

D1796 Cocoa Propagation . 

D1983 Central Housing & Planning Authority 
D1999A Education Survey 

D2017 Rehabilitation of Peniston Village 
D2071 Cotton Pest Control ‘ 

D2087 School Building Programme 

D2146 St. Vincent Bananas 

D2166 Aided Self-Help Housing . 

D2193 Water Supplies, Grenadines 

D2394A Navigation Lights 

D2397 Redemption Sharpe Estate 

D2525A Training of Teachers at Erdiston 
D2545A Anti-Treponematosis Campaign : 
D2587 Whooping Cough & Tetanus sampaiz 
D265! Visit of Electrical Engineer 

D2651(4) Visit of Coffee Expert 

D2651(27) ‘Visit of Team to Survey Agriculture, etc. 
D2658 Training Schemes 

D2659 Training Schemes 

D2678 Aeronautical Telecommunications 
D2717(14) Pineapple Trials , 
D2717(44) Reference Library Grammar School ; 
D2740 Aedes Aegypti Eradication 

D2753 Port Facilities . 

D2765 Central Housing & Planning Authority 
D2811 Drainage of Calliaqua 

D2812 Soil Conservation . 

D2846 & A Administration Costs E.C. Fl. 

D2847 Camden Park Experiment Station 
D2848 Trans-Insular Road r 
D2882 Water Supplies é 

D2884 Police Training School 

D2890 Passages to Puerto Rico 

D2914 Hospital Development 

D2927 Development of Cocoa and Coffee 
D2940 School Building Programme 
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1, 597.71 


556.62 
9,253.85 


17,568.96 
342.08 
7,925.51 
23389 .00 
66,083.85 


168,658.47 
11,786.80 
24.00 
41,623.02 
20,054.76 
35,929.77 
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Appendix I 


Title 


Feeder Roads . : 

Launches for Air Service é 

Marketing Organisation 

Cane Farming Officer 

Co-operative Officer 

Surveying and Mapping . 
Improvement of Leeward Highway 
Urban and Rural Rehabilitation 
Passage of Miss Belle Allen 5 
Passages of Students to Puerto Rico . 
Arnos Vale Airfield 

Training of C. Wiltshire at U.C.W1I. 
Training of Surveyors z 
Training Schemes 

Training Teachers at Erdiston 
Environmental Sanitation . 

Training Schemes. 

Caribbean Vocational Training Scheme 
Training Schemes. 

Transport and Road Equipment 
Hospital Development _.. 
Arrowroot Research 
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$ $ 
1958 1959 
220,088.89 344,687.98 
655.20 _— 
31,108.31 


6,329.29 11,379.49 


247370.40 112,561.35 
50,677.39 10,970.17 


1,751.50 110.60 
531,774.66 339,341.72 


2,810.92 24,305. 44 


1,752,650.27 1,368,846 .96 


APPEND 
ASSETS AND LIABILI 


1957 ey 
$ : LIABILITIES $c 8 och, 
Deponis: G 
pecial Funds— 
Bain Gray Prize ‘ e . - 904.50 
Banana Growers—Price Stabilisation i * : S 13,498.00 
C.D.W. Schemes_ . : : ‘ ‘ ‘ 97,417.33 i 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 5 ° ; : : ; 334.91 
Cotton Growers’ Association . * é : . : 3,226.10 ‘ 
Graham Bequest . : . ‘ i 3 é A 7,637.95 
Hayward X-ray. ‘ : : e 2 a a 163.02 
Home 2 . : 7 : ‘ : 16,805.18 
Livestock Improvement é . ‘ 2 - : F . 11.40 ? 
Motor Launch Depreciation . si 7 : . . 1,219.53 | 
Musgrave Prize : . : 2 £ ‘ 458.24 . 
Marriaqua Village Councit | F ‘ é 5 i 2,285.58 
Permanent Investment erption ‘ 4 . t zi 60,000 .CO 
Savings Bank * % 3 . ‘ . 2 665,624.15 
Simmons Bequest < . 3 fs : 752.79 
Sugar Industry—Labour “Welfare. i ; ' é 25,291 .00 
Price Stabilisation . 2 é - 2 23.88 
Rehabilitation _ : ‘ . ; 4,801.31 
Soil Conservation . . F i 2 5 9,404.42 
Troumaca Village Council: . . a e . 
Towns—Barrouallie . 7 id 7 : 7 : 2,309.88 
Calliaqua . . . . . i ; . 4,335.99 & 
Georgetown < : . : : : ; 1,118.86 2 
917,830.42 
Less Bequia District Council . 7 2,702.48 
Central Housing and Planning . 26,698 . 89 
Cotton Working. . ; : 223,293.08 
Towns—Chateaubelair  . . ss 146.05 
Layou 7 7 7 a 2,377.01 255,217.51 
662,612.91 
Other than Special Funds— ' 
Sundry Deposits . . , 330,230.34 { 
St. Lucia Inwards : 15,245.24 ‘ 
Less St. Lucia Outwards : 6,485.38 8,759.86 
338,990.20 
Less Dominica 
Outwards. 4,581.84 
Less Dominica 
Inwards ; 1,130.89 3,450.95 
Grenada 
Outwards . 17,425.15 
Less Grenada 
Inwards.. 7,521.80 9,903.35 
Post Office . 233,784.02 | 
829,835 Supply Control Trading . 25,369.68 272,508.00 66,482.20 729,095. 5, 
35,322 Colony Reserve Fund . ‘i é ‘ - : F 35,322. 
Overdrafts: 
C.A. Joint Consolidated ne : 5 : - « 1,161,600.00 
1,397,496 Barclays Bank : é 2 3 S 2 3 118° 514.00 1,280,114. 
12,000 C.D.C. Remittance in transit . 5 ‘ ‘ : ; 
2,274,653 2,044,531. 
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1957 
159,341 





89,767 


eee 
314,653 





Authorised Advances 
Cash: 


ASSETS 


Sub-Accountants 
Treasury 


Less Crown Agents Current 
Investments: 

Bain Gray Prize. 7 

Cotton Factory Depreciation : 

Graham Bequest . : 

Home 

Motor Launch Depreciation 

Musgrave Prize Fund 

Permanent Investment Eruption 

Reserve Fund—Colony . 

Simmons Bequest . 

Savings Bank 

Sugar Industry: 


Price Stabilisation 
Rehabilitation . 
Labour Welfare 


General Revenue Balance: 
Balance at 1.1.58 . : 7 , : 
Less Surplus and Deficit Alc. “(1958) . 244,814.31 


Appreciation of Investments . i 5,069 . 32 


Notes as at 31st December 1958: 


1. The public debt (not recorded in the above Liabilities) 


stood at $688,512.76 and the accumulated funds for 
redemption at $232,989.96. The fund for redemp- 
tion of the Kingstown Town Board Market Loan 
(not yet raised) stood at $25,312.84. 


2. Loans from revenue repayable to the colony 


amounted to $314,815.42, which includes a Colonial 

Development and Welfare loan to the St. Vincent 

Banana Growers’ Association of $150,000.00 for 

bit oan general revenue is responsible only in case of 
lefault. 


3. Advances in anticipation of loan which amounted 


to $923, 840. 97 are included in the item ‘“* Authorised 
Advances.”” 
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15,766.07 
32,966.00 


AB Tet .07 


03.86 


81 
606,076.00 
23.88 
15,831.48 
1,021.94 


269,390.10 
249,883.63 


$c 
1,243,752 .12 


48,628.21 


732,644.48 


19,506.47 


2,044,531. 28 
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1958 
$ 


729,095 
35,322 
1,280,114 


2,044,531 


De; 


; LIABILITIES $c 
its: 
pecial Funds— 
Bain Gray Prize . . . a F 877.96 
Banana Growers—Price Stabilisation é . ri 5 46,789.16 
C.D.W. Schemes . : ¥ 7 : . 156,903.20 
Cotton Working A/c. . ‘ ‘ 7 7 5 A 4,336.35 
Cotton Factory Depreciation . * é ‘ 343.26 
Fairhall Trust . : : % . : ‘ y 12,469.95 
Graham Bequest . e 2 e : 5 ei 5 8,712.57 
Hayward X-ray. . o s S . 7 4 163.02 
Home Fund : : A i : ‘ 16,680.84 
Motor Launch Depreciation 3 F ; : 1,250.00 
Musgrave Prize. 447.18 
Marriaqua Village Council | % * . 5 , 3,300.07 
Permanent Investment Ep ; 4 * © E 60,000 .00 
Savings Bank A * ‘ ; . 684,613.26 
Simmons Beques' c ‘. ; . : 757.14 
Sugar Tidus Labour “Welfare ‘ , . ‘ 30,312.82 
Price Stabilisation ; . 7 24.76 
Rehabilitation . 5 7 A . 12,651.35 
Soil Conservation . : ri 7 é . ‘ 4,220 53 
Troumaca Village Council 2 . a 5 3 143.53 
Towns—Barrouallie 3 : . . . # - 3,307.16 
Calliaqua 5 7 - * a 5 7 222. 
Georgetown 3 : é ‘ 5 - F 1,120.22 


1,054,646 .41 


Less Bequia District Council . 


Central Housing and Planning a 19,319 "84 
Towns—Chateaubelair  . “ 1, 1811.24 
Layou ‘ - é ‘ 2174754 26,713.52 
1,027,932.89 
Other than Special Funds— 
Controller Supplies arecing ‘ 16,251.86 
Sundry Deposits. . 410,417.46 
Grenada Inwards . 3 31,065.70 
Less Grenada Outwards | ‘ 6,631.04 24,434.66 


451,103.98 
Less Dominica 
Outwards . 12,054.81 
Less Dominica 


Inwards. 1,162.49 10,892.32 
St. Lucia 
Outwards . 7,853 .96 


Less St. Lucia 
Inwards. 7,687.39 166.57 


Post Office Account é + 128,197.28 = 139,256.17 311,847.81 


Colony Reserve Fund . F . . 7 


Overdraft: 


C.A. Joint Consolidated Fund 


General Revenue Balance: 


Surplus and Deficit A/c. (1959). is . 5 2 224,085.08 
Appreciation of Investments . s . is « A 2,405.90 

226,490.98 
Less Balance at 1.1.59 7 : A q + ‘ 19,506.47 
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2,374,087. 


31st DECEMBER, 1959 





ASSETS $ 
Authorised Advances : : ‘ 7 . 3 
Cash: 
Barclays Bank . : ‘ H . 5 - 184,424.76 
Crown Agents Current | . 7 : : 3 : 1,633.42 
Sub-Accountants_. ‘ ‘ ; 3 ; 072.88 
Sub-Accountants Remittances . ¢ 5 : 461.27 
Treasury : 2 . : f ; 37,844.75 
Investments: 
Bain Gray Prize. é s . j . 716.94 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 3 . 5 2 5 ‘ 343.26 
Graham Bequest : : 7 A is . 8,712.57 
Home ‘ . ‘ - . i 15,726.96 
Motor Launch Depreciation : . é : ; Fi 1,250.00 
Musgrave Prize. : , ; ‘ , 298.86 
Permanent Investment Eruption : 7 Zi Fi 2 $1,841.12 
Reserve Fund—Colony . F . . 34,542.36 
Simmons Bequest . . F . ‘. : Fi é 179.16 
Savings Bank : . . ry a 2 . * 684,032.64 
Sugar Industry : 
Price Stabilisation . . 2 . fi . , 24.76 
Rehabilitation . : 3 . i ‘ : “ 16,321.52 
Labour Welfare 5 7 : E ‘ : : 1,058.76 


General Revenue Balance 


Notes as at 3ist December 1959: 
1. The public debt (not recorded in the above liabilities) 
tood at $500,749.10 and the accumulated funds for 
redemption at $73,503.14. The fund for redemption 
of the Kingstown Town Board Market Loan (not yet 
raised) stood at $30,094,20. 

2. Advances in anticipation of loan which amounted to 
$929,196.53 are included in the item “ Authorised 
Advances.” 

3. Loans from revenue repayable to the colony 
amounted to $262,879.48. 

4. The sum of $392,988.96 (not recorder in the above 
assets) was due to the colony pee Her Majesty’s 
Government for reimbursement of Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare schemes expenditure. 
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$c 
1,319,601 .39 


239,437 .08 


815,048.91 


2,374,087 . 38 


APPENDIX III 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 
Boots and Shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 


Boots and shoes (where 
outer part of uppers is 
made of leather, and soles 
made of rubber) 


Boots and Shoes (other 
kinds) 


Bread, biscuits, etc., un- 
sweetened 


Bread, other kinds 
Butter 

Butter substitutes 
Cement 

Cheese 


Cotton piece-goods (value 
60 cents and under per 
yard) 


Cotton piece-goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 


Fish, dried 

Flour, wheaten 
Hardware, all kinds 
Hosiery, cotton 
Hosiery, artificial silk 
Hosiery, silk (natural) 
Hosiery, nylon 
Kerosene 


Machinery, _ agricultural, 
electrical lighting, marine 
water and sewerage and 
industrial 


Manures 

Meats, beef and _ pork 
(salted or pickled) 

Metals 

Milk, condensed or pre- 
served (containing no less 
than 8 per cent. B.F.) 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


15 per cent. ad valorem 


15 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.28 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent. ad valorem 
$2.75 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

12 cents per 100 Ib. 
$2.50 per 100 Ib. 

10 per cent. ad valorem 


123 per cent. ad valorem 


Free 

$1.00 per 196 Ib. 

15 per cent. ad valorem 
15 per cent. ad valorem 
16 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

10 per cent. ad valorem 


Free 
$1.00 per 100 lb. 


15 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.00 per 100 Ib. 
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General 
Tariff 


10 per cent. ad valorem 


25 per cent. ad valorem 
and 72 cents per pair 


22 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent. ad valorenr 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 

18 cents per 100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 lb. 

15 per cent. ad valoremr 


182 per cent.ad valorenr 


5 per cent. ad valorem 
$1.50 per 196 Ib. 

25 per cent. ad valorem 
25 per cent. ad valorem 
25 per cent. ad valorem 
40 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

15 per cent. ad valorem: 


Free 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


223 per cent.ad valorem: 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 


—_—_—-———— eee en ee ee, ee, | , eee et —_— 


Articles 
Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 
Motor car parts 
Motor car tyres and tubes 


Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
similar oils, cotton seed, 
soya , etc. 


Oils: lubricating 
paints 
other 
Motor spirit, etc. 
Rice. 
Soap, fancy 
Soap, common 
Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 
Tobacco, manufactured— 
cigars, cigarettes 
Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 


Tobacco, unmanufactured 
leaf-black 


Tobacco, leaf, other kinds 
Wood, lumber 


Appendix IIT 

Preferential 
Tariff 

$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


20 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
20 per cent. ad valorem 
60 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
20 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 

30 cents per 100 Ib. 

15 per.cent. ad valorem 
15 per cent. ad valorem 
$3.00 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
$4.00 per Ib. 


$4.00 per Ib. 


30 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per lb. 
$2.00 per 1,000 ft. 
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General 
Tariff 
$2.50 per 100 Ib. (con- 


taining less than 8 
per cent. B.F.) 


30 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
30 per cent. ad valorem 
72 cents per gallon 


35 cents per gallon 
36 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 


40 cents per gallon 

50 cents per 100 Ib. 

22 per cent. ad valorem 
15 per cent. ad valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 
$2.25 per 100 Ib. 
$5.00 per Ib. 


$4.00 per Ib. 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$3.00 per 1,000 ft. . 


APPENDIX IV 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE OF 
RATES AND ALLOWANCES 


ee 





Rate on Tax At 
$ every Dollar $ $i; 
On the first 500 3 cents 15 500 
On the next 500 4 cents 35 1,000 
399 500 6 cents 65 1,500 | 
ser 997. Dah 500 8 cents 105 2,000 
Pee ee 500 10 cents 155 2,500 
ry ” 500 14 cents 225 3,000 : 
ry) ” 500 16 cents 305 3,500 ( 
rae) 500 21 cents 410 4,000 
” ” 9 500 25 cents 535 4,500 : 
Ss. sh GS 500 32 cents 695 5,000 | 
989 ” 2,500 38 cents 1,645 7,500 
ee eee 2,500 44 cents 2,745 10,000 | 
$8 299 as 2,500 50 cents 3,995 12,500 ¢ 
rr) 2,500 60 cents 5,495 15,000 
On the remainder 65 cents 8,745 20,000 
Company tax is at the rate of 37} per cent. 
Allowances ( 
British Subject. $480 
Wife. $300 ( 
Child. $200 ( 
Dependent Relative. $120 | 
Earned Income. 1/10th not exceeding $480 | 
Life Insurance. Premiums not exceeding $1,200, or 


| 
1/6th of the total income. | 
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APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


Admission to act as a barrister . 
Admission to act as a solicitor . 
Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof 
Agreement under hand, when the subject-matter is ‘of the 
value of £5 and not exceeding £25 
For each additional £25 or part thereof . 
Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with 
real estate when such purchase or dealing is to be 
carried out by subsequent deed ‘ : 
Agreements not otherwise charged for 
Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the value 
of £10 
Assignment of property where the value does not exceed 
£50 : : 
For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Bank cheques . 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes up to three days 
sight . : 
Bills of entry for goods imported through Post Office < 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes—other kinds— 
not exceeding £1 : 
Exceeding £1 and not exceeding £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100. 
For each additional £25 or Pat thereof exceeding £100 
Bills of lading . ; 
Bills of health . 
Bills of sale absolute 


; Bills of sale by way of security 


Bonds for any sum not exceeding £1 
For each additional £50 or part thereof . 
Bottomry Bond : 


, Bond of Indemnity, sum no not specified 


‘ 


Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property when the 
amount or value does not exceed £10 : : 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 

For each additional £50 or part thereof 
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Certificates : 
Of admission to practice as notary . 
Of landing of goods 
Of naturalisation . ; 
Of birth, marriage or death 
Customs ships’ manifests 
Customs bills of entry inwards 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing 
Shipping bill : : ; 
Legacies: 
Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed 
£100 : 
For every additional £50 or part thereof . 
Licence for marriage 
Mortgage of real property for every £100 c or fractional 
part 
Release of mortgage _ 
Notarial Act of any kind except Protest of a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note ‘ ; 
Policy of Insurance—Life: 
For every £100 or part of amount insured 
Policy of Insurance—Fire, etc.: 
For every payment by way of indemnity . 
Power of attorney or substitution 
Protest of any bill of exchange . 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and upwards 
Probate of will and letters of administration (including 
issue of certificate) where personal estate 
Does not exceed £50. ‘ 
Exceeds £50 and does not exceed £100 
For every additional £100 or fractional part 
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PART I 
Review of the Years 1960 and 1961 


HER Royal Highness the Princess Royal paid an official visit to the 
island on 12th February 1960, and Her Royal Highness the Princess 
Margaret visited the Grenadines unofficially in May 1960. 

The Governor-General of The West Indies and Lady Hailes paid 
an Official visit to the island on 25th February 1961. The Right 
Honourable Sir Winston Churchill visited Bequia in the Grenadines 
unofficially on 26th March and St. Vincent on 29th March 1961. 

A revised constitution came into force on 1st January 1960 
whereby: 

(a) the post of Governor of the Windward Islands was abolished 
and the Administrator became the Officer Administering the 
Government of the island; 

(6) the Executive Council became the principal instrument of 
policy; 

(c) the office of Chief Minister was created; 

(d) provision was made for a Legislative Council comprising one 
ex officio member (the Principal Law Officer), two nominated 
members, nine elected members and a Speaker elected from 
within or without the Council. 

The boundaries of the new constituencies (nine in number) were 
defined to allow for an additional seat on the Legislative Council, 
and general elections were held on 20th April 1961 at which the 
Peoples’ Political Party, headed by Mr. E. T. Joshua, was returned 
by a 6-3 majority. 

Kingstown Town Board was elected under adult suffrage for the 
first time in 1960. 

Civil servants received salary increases effective from 1st April 
1960. 

The airfield at Arnos Vale, one mile south-east of Kingstown, was 
completed and began operation in September 1960. Its air terminal 
building was opened in October 1961. 

The Technical Wing for the teaching of industrial arts, metalwork 
and woodwork, which is attached to the Boys’ Grammar School, 
was built with assistance from the United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development and classes started in 1961. 
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Banana production dropped by about four million pounds 
annually since its peak in 1959. Indebtedness, curtailed credit 
facilities, drought and high winds, together with a steady drain of 
workers by emigration to Britain, contributed to the decline. 


Arrowroot production continued to decline by about a million 
pounds of starch annually, but the decline should cease as many 
new fields were planted in 1961. This trend is encouraged by the 
steady demand and satisfactory prices prevailing. Cytogenetical 
studies continued. 


There were slight increases in the production of cassava starch, 
peanuts, cocoa, and copra, but a sharp decline in cotton and sugar. 
Since the setting up of the Marketing Board in 1959 a steady outlet 
for yams, tannias and eddoes has been obtained in Britain 
and in the United States of America. This has stimulated 
production of these commodities a great deal. The Board is trying 
to build up a trade in pumpkins, tomatoes and avocado pears also. 


There was over-production of sweet potatoes in 1961. This glutted 
the Trinidad market which was also taking much increased imports 
of cheap, sound white potatoes, mainly from Holland and Canada. 


A list of Colonial Development and Welfare schemes in progress 
is given on pages 53 to 54. 


SOUTHERN GRENADINES DEPENDENCY 


The Grenadines enjoyed much better weather during the period 
under review, and good crops of maize and pigeon peas (the staple 
diet) were harvested. 


a 5 





ee aed 


PART II 
Chapter 1: Population 


Tue census of April 1960 showed the population of the colony to be 
79,948 (37,561 males and 42,387 females). 
Racial groups in April 1960 were as follows: 
Male Female Total 


Negro ‘ : : 26,188 30,019 56,207 
White » , : 901 939 1,840 
East Indian ‘ , 1,177 1,267 2,444 
Mixed - 8,301 9,143 17,444 
Amerindian, Carib ‘ 621 644 1,265 
Other ‘ . 355 369 T2A 


Not stated . . 18 6 24 
37,561 42,387 79,948 








Estimated Population at 

end of 1960 38,042 43,424 81,466 
Estimated Population at 

end of 1961. 38,246 43,729 81,975 


Tables of births and deaths and infant and maternal mortality are 
gives on page 28. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation in the colony. The estimated 
numbers of workers in the main industries were as follows: 


Agriculture ‘ ‘ , ‘ . 15,000 
Manufacturing e F 7 2,500 
Building and Road Construction j , - 4,500 
Transport and Communications . . - 1,000 
Trade and Commerce . ‘ i 3 : 1,500 
Public and other Services. ; A : 2,500 


Employment in agriculture is largely seasonal; during the crop 
season from November to May approximately 6,500 persons are 
employed on the 24 large estates and approximately 1,500 in fac- 
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tories processing agricultural products. During the slack period from 
June to October, the number employed on the estates is reduced to 
about 3,000 and those in factories to less than 100. There is also 
under-employment throughout the year. 


In 1960, 209 agricultural workers were recruited for farm work in 
the United States and 16 women for domestic work in Canada, 
compared with 164 for farm work in the United States and 16 for 
domestic work in Canada in 1961. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 
Agricultural Workers 
Men, $1.40 per day of 8 hours 
Women, $1.12 per day of 8 hours 


Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.80 per day of 8 hours 
Women, $1.44 per day of 8 hours 


Time and a half is paid to agricultural workers for time in excess 
of 8 hours and double time for work done on Sundays and public 
holidays. Time and a half is paid to industrial workers for time in 
excess of 8 hours and for work done on public holidays and double 
time for work done on Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday, 
August Monday and the Queen’s Birthday. 


Building and Road Construction 
Building: Men, $2.50 to $5.00 per day of 8 hours 
Road Construction: Men, $1.80 to $2.40 per day of 8 hours 
Women, $1.44 per day of 8 hours 
Transport and Communications 
Men, $12.00 to $15.00 per week (10 hours per day) 


Trade and Commerce 
Men, $11.00 to $20.00 per week and $44.00 to $80.00 per month 
Women, $9.50 to $12.00 per week and $38.00 to $48.00 per month 
Hotel and Personal Services 


Women, $10 00 to $15.00 per month with meals and $18.00 to $24.00 
per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


A budgetary survey was carried out under the auspices of the 
Federal Government of The West Indies, but figures from this 
survey are not yet available. 
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LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Department of Labour 


The staff at the end of December 1961 comprised the Labour 
Commissioner—who was responsible for the administration of the 
department—one Labour Inspector, one senior clerk and one junior 
clerk. 


The chief functions of the department are to supervise and review 
conditions of employment; to ensure the enforcement of labour 
legislation; to investigate all representations made by employers and 
workers with a view to settling disputes and improving labour rela- 
tions; to visit the various places of employment, including factories; 
to study wage rates, hours of work and conditions of work and to 
study living conditions; to collect labour statistics, including cost-of- 
living statistics; to advise and assist trade unions in organisation and 
trade union practice; to advise employers and workers on claims 
under the Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance; to advise Govern- 
ment in labour matters and generally to promote harmonious 
relations between employers and workers. 


Industrial Relations 

There were six registered trade unions: the Federated Industrial 
and Agricultural Workers’ Union, the Teachers’ Union, the Civil 
Service Union, the Secondary Teachers’ Union, the United Workers’ 
Union and the National Workers’ Union. 


Wages were fixed by Wages Councils for agricultural workers, 
industrial workers, shop assistants, domestic servants and port 
workers. Wages are fixed by collective agreement in the sugar 
industry and for employees of Geest Industries Limited. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The legislation enacted during the period under review was as 
follows: 


The Agricultural Workers’ Wages Regulation Order, 1960 
(S.R. & O. No. 39 of 1960). 


The Industrial Workers’ Wages Regulation Order, 1960 (S.R. 
& O. No. 34 of 1960). 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


Revenue Expenditure 
1960 1961 1960 1961 
$ $ $ $ 
Local. . 3 3,871,915 3,938,326 4,635,732 6,100,655 
CDL&W. . : 797,157 407,722 1,233,705 ,001, 
Grant-in-Aid . , 1,237,500 1,285,000 _ _— 
$5,906,572 $6,631,048 $5,869,437 $7,102,459 
There were six main heads of revenue: 
1960 1961 
: $ $ 
Customs and Excise. : . 2,403,849 2,468,145 
Other Duties. . . . 2,785 71,072 
Licences, etc. : 78,139 , 
Taxes, etc. . 745,072 691,132 
Fees, etc. . 256,580 336,931 
Post Office 5 3 131,069 139,143 
_ following were the main heads of expenditure: 
; 1960 1961 
$ $ 
Administration 254,399 159,344 
Agriculture 191,542 313,911 
Education . 773,010 811,582 
Medical 719,315 786,251 
Pensions 191,420 248,771 
Police 283,213 339,314 
Post Office 70,824 98,685 
Prisons 68,790 70,073 
Public Works Department 148,916 162,662 
Public Works Recurrent 636,322 780,814 
Public Works Eereorneyy 262,029 413,897 
Treasury . 46,915 53,370 


PUBLIC DEBT 


The public debt at 31st December 1961 stood at $465,741 including 


the following local loan issues: 


Hydro-Electric Loan . 
Rural Water Supply Loan 
Water Supply Loan 
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97,500 
113,180 
97,500 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
A statement of assets and liabilities for 1961 is at Appendix II, 
page 56. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
The main heads of taxation and the yields in 1960 and 1961 were 


Beg art 
Import Duties . < . . 1,763,438 1,840,374 
Export Duties. : * : 274,537 069 
Excise Duties. : , : 313,305 292,395 
Licences. , ‘ ; 5 78,139 80,964 
Income Tax : ; 5 643,061 598,689 
Land and House Tax . . ‘ 71,349 58,861 
Estate Duties . ‘ . . 31,880 22,273 
Stamp Duties. : ‘: " 50,904 54,798 


Customs Duties 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are given in 
Appendix III, page 58. 


Excise Duties 


Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of $4.36 per 
proof gallon. A trade duty of $1.00 per liquid gallon is imposed 
on imported spirits—brandy, gin, whisky, rum and planters’ punch. 


Income Tax 

The minimum rate of income tax on individuals was three cents 
in the dollar and the maximum 65 cents. Companies paid tax at the 
rate of 37} cents on every dollar of chargeable income. A schedule 
of the income tax rates and allowances is given at Appendix IV, 
page 60. 

The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1960 and 
1961 was approximately: 


1960 1961 
Government Officers . : ; 1,678 2,006 
General Public. F P ‘ 2,372 2,530 
Companies : ‘ 43 45 


Income tax collections iotalied $643,061 in 1960 and $600,000 
(approximately) in 1961. 


Stamp Duties 


The more important stamp duties are described at Appendix V, 
page 61. 
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Land and House Tax 
Tax was assessed as follows: 


Land 


St. Vincent—50 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre up to 
10 acres in any one block, and $1 per acre or fractional part of 
an acre in excess of 10 acres in any one block. 

Union Island and Mustique—25 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre up to 10 acres in any one block, and 50 cents per 
acre or fractional part of an acre in excess of 10 acres in any 
one block. 

Canouan—20 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre up to 
10 acres in any one block and 40 cents per acre or fractional 
part of an acre in excess of 10 acres in any one block. 

Mayreau, Petit St. Vincent, Balliceaux, Battawia, Petit Nevis, 
Savanne and Ile-a-Quatre—10 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre up to 10 acres in any one block and 20 cents per acre 
or fractional part of an acre in excess of 10 acres in any one 


block. 
House 


In St. Vincent, Union Island, Mustique, Canouan, Mayreau, 
Petit St. Vincent, Balliceaux, Battawia, Petit Nevis, Savanne and 
Tle-a-Quatre: 


Houses of an assessed annual rental: 


Not exceeding $25 50 cents per house 
Over $25 but not exceeding $30 1 ,, is 3 
” $30 ” ” ” $35 90 ”? ” ”» 
” $35 9 ” ” $45 $1 id 15 ” 9” ” 
” $45 ” ” ” $50 $1 -40 bed tt d ” 
” $50 ” ” ” $60 $2 .00 ” ” ” 
» $60 ,, $75 $3.00 


” ” 


» $75, 74 per cent of the assessed annual rental. 

Houses of which the assessed annual rental is under $24.00, which 
are constructed of poles and thatch, or poles, thatch and wattles, 
and which are without wooden floors and wooden walls, are 
exempted from house tax if the person liable to pay does not own 
more than half an acre of land. 

These taxes are payable without penalty between 1st November 
and 31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total does not exceed 
$2.40, 24 cents where the total does not exceed $4.80, and at the 
rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstanding 
amounts are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and 
execution. 


lS 





Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


THE currency is issued by the British Caribbean Currency Board 
(Eastern Group). The unit of currency is the dollar (B.W.I.) divided 
into 100 cents and exchangeable with sterling at the rate of $4.80= 
£1 sterling. 


There are two commercial banks in the colony: branches of 
Barclays Bank D.C.O. and of the Royal Bank of Canada. 


Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agri- 
cultural Credit and Loan Bank Limited, the St. Vincent Co-operative 
Bank Limited and the Government Savings Bank. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


THE value of imports and exports for the years 1959, 1960 and 1961 
is shown below: 


Domestic 
daggers maria Re-Exports 
; $ 
1959 F - 10,508,310 6,486,220 131,490 
1960 ‘ - 12,972,900 5,799,300 165,200 
1961 5 . 12,631,193 5,569,864 206,600 


Main Exports, 1959, 1960 and 1961 





Quantity 
Commodity ee ee pe ere fim tes oe 
1960 1961 1959 1961 
$ $ $ 
Bars eeh : é . 3 7,009,584 | 6,057,932 | 1,585,081 | 1,436,659 | 1,316,694 
Bananas : ‘ x . 154,044,928 /50,778,710 146,497,574 | 3,201,766 | 2,817,941 | 2,637,326 
' Copra. fi . \. 3,704,244 | 5,660,836 | 6,122,288 514,499 855,658 913,540 
Cassava starch é é . 333 182,401 261,565 25,570 8,546 26,187 
Cotton, sea island . Z . 441,309 72,729 307,965 12,486 
Groundnuts’. . . . 250,258 | 249,210 47,236 49,55 50,167 
Livestock . 2 : 5 48,631 48,402 56,374 
Mace Fi . < 7 ‘ 10,824 16,759 46,576 48,740 
Nutmegs ‘ P . 62,036 93,696 136,145 174,747 
Potatoes, sweet | : , \. 5,298,816 | 3,831,699 192,857 i 112,195 
Sugar 5 ‘ . . 1,050 500 500 | 222,558 103,774 
SSS 
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Commodity 


Beer. ale and aot 

Seer, . 
argarine 

Cheese 


Confectionery : 
= salted, dried or smoked 


Blocr, wheaten | 

Meat, salted and canned 
Bacon and hams 

ey condensed, etc.” 


Tobacco Fi 
(unmanufactured black leaf) 
Tobacco . . 


Les ees 
p, launs . 
Lumber 


Boots and shoes 
Cement . : 
Cotton piece goods 7 *: . yd. 

Art. silk piece goods . . f 326, 452 
Glassware 
Manufactures of metals 
Base metals, iron and steel . 





Chapter 6: Production 


AGRICULTURE 


DurInG the period under review agriculture stagnated. There was 
a steady decline in the production of bananas, arrowroot, cotton 
and sugar. There was over-production of sweet potatoes, and slightly 
increased production of cassava starch, peanuts and cocoa. Encour- 
aging increases in the production and exportation of other starchy 
root crops (yams, tannias, eddoes and dasheens) were recorded; 

Britain and the United States of America co steady new 
outlets. 


The contribution to the island’s economy made by locally produced 
foodcrops and livestock is not fully appreciated. Were it to be 
thoroughly investigated it may well be found, as a recent World 
Bank Mission investigating Jamaica’s economy concluded, that their 
overall contribution exceeds that of the total of all the main agri- 
cultural exports. Fortunately for St. Vincent the production of these 
crops is traditional and is not likely to decline seriously. 


w aA woe 
w -_ 
SSa5sesaess = shyaSEe is 
Bageagses Saessee : 
ee es ee. ee ee (ee | ee ERR aA, ete yA en Tg, A fr 
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Department of Agriculture 


There were few changes in staff, apart from the appointment of 
a Fisheries Officer and an Agricultural Officer (Livestock) in 1960, 
and an Assistant Cotton Officer in 1961. The strength of the technical 
and field staff at 31st December 1961 was 65. The additional post of 
Agricultural Officer (Extension) remained vacant. 


Arrowroot 


This crop maintained its position as the island’s second ranking 
export. The decline in production continued during 1960 and 1961, 
despite the increased interest in replanting. However, a considerable 
quantity of rhizomes is required to plant an acre (about 3-5,000 Ib.), 
and this is one reason why the increased plantings did not check 
the decline in starch production. Indications are that the 1961/62 
crop will show an appreciable upward trend over that of 1960/61. 


The price for the 1961/62 grade I starch increased from $36 to 
$40 per 200 Ib. barrel. This in itself had a stimulating effect. Exports 
for the period 1959-61 are given in the table on page 13. 


The Arrowroot Association extended its credit to growers, espec- 
ially small growers, for the purchase of plants; increased its pur- 
chases of NPK mixed fertiliser to about 800 tons which it also 
advanced on credit to growers; and continued its revised c.o.d. 
payment system for deliveries of starch. The result of these combined 
measures has revived interest in this most important industry. The 
market remained firm with demand still well in excess of supply. 


Further complications have arisen at the Central Arrowroot 
Factory and it now appears that, due to basic differences in this 
crop and its method of harvesting as against those of the white 
potato for which the factory was designed, its only worthwhile 
advantage over existing factories is the artificial dryer. 


Bananas 


This crop maintained its position as the leading agricultural 
export. The earlier spectacular rise in production ceased in 1959 
and, since then, a period of stagnation has set in. The industry was 
beset with serious internal troubles and, in attempting to stamp these 
out, drastic measures had to be implemented. The net result was 
that a lot of seriously indebted growers went out of production. 
The necessary withholding of credit—especially of fertiliser—further 
curtailed production and low winter prices, the annual toll taken 
by wind, pests, diseases and drought, all contributed to depress 
further a large number of the remaining growers. The steady emigra- 
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tion of workers to Britain has posed slight labour problems in some 
areas. This state of affairs tends to aggravate pest and disease prob- 
lems as cultivations tend to be neglected in times of financial 
stringency. 

Perhaps the most noticeable trend over the years has been the 
increased rate of “toppling” attributed to severe eelworm infesta- 
tions which destroy the root system and so the anchorage of the 
plant. During 1960 a nematologist visited the Windward Islands but 
no easy and effective method of control was recommended. The 
widespread occurrence of eelworm was confirmed. In practice denser 
field spacings and earlier replanting tend to counteract eelworm 
damage. 


Despite the setbacks some benefits have accrued. Whilst easier 
and extended credit is essential if the industry is to regain its stride, 
it is now likely to be handled far more warily and so find its way 
into truly deserving hands. The Banana Growers’ Association has 
endeavoured to bolster the winter price and so prevent it from 
falling below 4 cents per lb. This subsidy is recovered during the 
spring and summer months before growers receive the full benefits 
of increased prices then. 


The Association and the buyers—Geest Industries Ltd.—have not 
relaxed their standards, and this has doubtless gone a long way 
towards maintaining a steady and profitable market in Britain. 


Where bananas are grown under natural rainfall conditions as in 
the Windwards, and where there is a pronounced dry period of 
inadequate rainfall extending from about January to May, timing 
of the crop in order to cash in on the high summer prices is by no 
means easy. Increased use of irrigation and exploiting the higher 
rainfall regime of the upper valley reaches will no doubt help in 
overcoming this problem. More feeder roads are needed in several 
very suitable, but at the moment inaccessible, areas in order to start 
and/or boost production. 


Cotton 


The position of this crop sank lower than ever. After the upsurge 
of interest in the 1958/59 crop when 2,100 acres were sown and 585 
bales (400 Ib. each) of white lint produced, the acreage sown fell to 
736 acres in 1959/60 with a production of 215 bales of white lint. 
In 1960/61 there was a further considerable decline when only 220 
acres were sown and 28 bales produced. This is the lowest produc- 
tion for very many years. Twenty-four bales and five bales of stained 
cotton were produced in 1959/60 and 1960/61 respectively. 
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In 1958/59 the price received was $1.31 per Ib. of white lint. In 
1959/60 it was $1.14 and in 1960/61 it was $1.28. Stained cotton 
realised 38 cents and 39 cents per lb. respectively. 


The glutted food crop market in 1960/61 and the low prevailing 
winter prices for bananas have reminded growers that “old brooms 
have much virtue.” It is expected therefore that much more cotton 
will be planted for the 1961/62 crop. Through their credit societies 
growers can still obtain some financial assistance towards defraying 
cultivation and fertiliser costs but they seem to be holding back 
because they have no assurance that the cotton ginnery will be 
rebuilt. 


However, the Government agreed in 1960 to pay all the shipping 
costs to Barbados where the crop now has to be ginned. The Cotton 
Growers’ Association were thus able to pay an increased advance 
price to growers as well as an increased bonus, although growers 
did not get back their cottonseed meal as they did formerly. 


There is still a market for the excellent sea island cotton grown 
in St. Vincent and, as long as it exists, growers are persuaded to 
plant it. Owing to the prevailing economic conditions it is now 
grown mainly by small growers as very few, if any, estates plant 
any cotton. 


Under the Central Cotton Scheme administered by the Chief 
Cotton Officer, Antigua, an Assistant Cotton Officer for St. Vincent 
was again appointed in 1961. He, along with the Plant Protection 
Officer and the district advisory staff, gave useful advice to cotton 
growers on pest problems, cultural operations and correct manuring. 


Coconuts and other Oilseeds 

Coconuts and copra maintained third place on the island’s export 
list in both years. The increased exports are due to the fact that 
since 1960 almost all the copra has had to be exported owing to 
the loss of the ginnery which formerly processed about one-third 
of the island’s production. There has been a slight increase in pro- 
duction which has gone up from 2,500 long tons to 2,700-3,000 long 
tons, depending on the season. 


There are only two small privately-owned plants processing copra 
and cottonseed and to some extent they meet local demand for 
cooking oils. They also make laundry soap. They sell the cottonseed 
and coconut meal to livestock owners, but it is insufficient, and 
Government has tried to make good the loss of the ginnery pro- 
duction by importing a cheap general-purpose ration from Barbados. 
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Palm weevils (Rhincophorus) have of late been killing many young 
palms in recently planted groves and attacking supplies in older ones. 
However, the incidence is not alarming and, where feasible, spraying 
or dusting with aldrin helps to combat this pest. 


Towards the end of 1961 it became apparent that the territories 
in the West Indies Oils and Fats Agreement would produce more 
copra than they could themselves consume, and that alternative 
markets would have to be sought. In view of increasing production 
costs and declining prices for copra on world markets this has 
become a gloomy prospect. 


Sugar 

The industry continued to suffer from labour stoppages which 
have caused an increasing number of cane farmers to abandon the 
crop. This is greatly to be regretted as it was hoped that with the 
appointment of a Cane Farming Officer in 1958 and the consequent 
better organisation of the cane farmers, production would have 
increased. 


Production and exports were as follows: 
Production Exports Value of 


Crop Year (tons) (tons)* Exports 
1958/59 ‘ ‘ 4,122 1,050 $222,558 
1959/60 . ; 3,619 500 104,453 
1960/61 * 4 3,238 500 103 "774 


* In the calendar years 1959, 1960 and 1961. 


The demand for molasses remained good. Exports (mainly to St. 
Lucia) in 1960 and 1961 were 78,016 and 134,120 gallons valued at 
$6,252 and $4,409 respectively. 


During 1960 and 1961 the Mt. Bentinck distillery produced 55,286 
and 76,628 gallons of proof spirit respectively. This finds a ready 
local market. 


Cassava 


Production declined slightly i in 1960 but recovered to the 1959 
level in 1961. However, it is still only slightly more than half of 
what it was in 1957. For exports, see page 13. 


. Groundnuts 
Production recovered somewhat since the sharp fall in 1959. 
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Other Food Crops 


The revised estimated acreage devoted to food crops is about 
7,000-10,000 acres, a large part of which lies fallow during the course 
of a year. Revised estimated production of the three main crops is: 


Million Ib. 
Sweet potatoes % - F 12 
Tannias, Dasheen and Eddoes_ . : ‘ 2 
Yams F ‘ 0.8 


Since the establishment of the Marketing Board exports of yams, 
tannias, eddoes and dasheens have increased, especially to Britain 
and the United States of America. Exports to all destinations were 
as follows: 


Can (Ib.) Value ($) 
1959 1961 1959 1960 1961 
Yams . : ‘ 70,877 ‘i, een 219,545 3,642 5,786 10,956 
sata P . 226, eon a 422, penaah 271 AS 17,222 25,638 19,313 


Moet Vegetables . oi 083 23) "930 Be seo 12,477 15,445 7,274 

Sweet potatoes, nutmegs and mace, plantains, cocoa, maize, 
pigeon peas, tomatoes and pumpkins made worthy contributions to 
the island’s export trade. Their values as exports, save for sweet 
potatoes, nutmegs and mace, are small when compared with their 
importance as local supplementary foodcrops. 


The Marketing Board is endeavouring to establish an export trade 
in pumpkins, tomatoes, avocado pears and grafted mangoes. 


During 1961 119,800 Ib. of sweet potato starch was exported; this 
was obtained from surplus tubers which were withheld from the 
Trinidad market in order not to flood it. 


Soil Conservation 


Soil and water conservation measures continued to receive serious 
attention from the advisory field staff. Control of surplus run-off 
water especially from steeply sloping lands was given top priority; 
silt-traps were widely used. Most farmers are conscious of the need 
for anti-erosion measures and co-operate well. The measures in 
common use include contour banking, tie-ridging, vegetative grass 
barriers along the contour, diversion ditches, graded drains, silt- 
traps and strip-cropping. Mulching is a fairly common practice also. 
Due to other pressing duties the staff have not been able to cope 
fully with this work. 


During 1960 some 97,760 ft. of contour lines were laid, of which 
25,170 feet were planted with various grasses and other vegetative 
barriers. Little use is made of stone barriers despite the obvious 


20 St. Vincent: 1960 and 1961 


advantages in helping to clear stony fields; the laborious nature of 
this work is the deterrent. Some 13,600 feet of contour drains were 
dug, bringing the total area affected to 178 acres. 

Reclamation of run down, depleted lands is an important part of 
the soil conservation drive. Many an abandoned field, a focus from 
which erosion spreads, needs only adequate nutrition and proper 
cultivation to restore it to good heart. 


Fertilisers 


Fertiliser usage continued at a high level. Not only are the major 
export crops treated with fertiliser now but farmers are applying 
fertilisers to most food crops and tree crops with highly satisfactory 
results. The bulk of the fertiliser used is the 16:8:16 NPK fertiliser, 
but considerable quantities of sulphate of ammonia are applied also. 

Imports in 1960 and 1961 totalled 4,422 tons and 5,301 tons res- 
pectively, of which 435 tons and 1,135 tons were sulphate of 
ammonia. 

Eleven banana manurial trials are in progress along with two on 
arrowroot and two on sweet potatoes. Two more are planned for 
bananas and one for cocoa. This work is now being carried out 
under the guidance of the Regional Research Centre (U.W.L,) in 
Trinidad. 


Leeward Land Settlement Estates 


Development work on the Government-owned Leeward Land 
Settlement Estates continued. Efforts towards extending and con- 
solidating cacao plantings were kept up. 

Banana production declined, but net takings were better. This 
resulted from the decision to discontinue planting in fields subject 
to severe wind damage. Also in young cacao fields it became 
necessary to reduce the banana shade considerably as the cacao 
developed. 

Banana production for the last four crop years (ending 30th June) 
was as follows: 


Production in Stems 
1958/59 1959/60 1960/61 1961/62 


Richmond Vale . - 31,114 37,604 25,442 21,390* 
Wallilabou ; ‘ 9,770 20,812 17,049 13,317* 


* Production for 11 months. 


There are now some 140 acres established in high yielding clones 
and hybrid seedlings of cocoa, the older plantings of which are 
yielding heavily—averaging about 1,000—1,200 lb. per acre. The 
aim is to get this up to one ton per acre. 
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Little cotton is now planted. The small cassava crop is maintained 
and the arrowroot crop has been extended a great deal. Copra yields 
continued to increase. The initial trial plots of Robusta coffee are 
now yielding well, and it is intended to plant this crop as a border 
to cacao fields. 


The upgrading of the unselected Zebu herd continued. There are 
now several promising offspring from the two Neltropp or Senepol 
bulls imported in 1958. Owing to temporary overstocking, parasites 
and insanitary housing, there was a serious decline in condition. 
These defects have been attended to and, with the increase in the 
area sown to Pangola grass, a considerable improvement is expected. 
At Richmond Vale due to the steeply sloping nature of the 300 odd 
acres under coconuts, only limited use can be made of the grazing 
as fatal accidents are common. 


The audited accounts for the year ending 30th June 1960 showed 
a net profit of $13,201 as against a net profit of $25,000 and a net 
loss of $3,475 in 1958 and 1959 respectively. The figure for 1961 is 
not yet available. The recovery since the setback caused by high 
winds and drought in 1958 is apparent. 


Owing to the increased amount of development work undertaken 
and to steadily rising costs in the face of falling prices, the Land 
Settlement and Development Board had to lower bonus payments 
to 3, 5 and 8 per cent for wage earners (depending on number of 
days worked) and 5 per cent of annual salary to staff. $7,857 and 
$9,087 were paid out in 1960 and 1961 respectively. 


The 16 leasehold settlements comprising 70 acres continue to 
progress. The reduction in cotton caused a reduction in earnings 
but this is being made good by increased planting of arrowroot. 
These 16 tenants are advanced credit by the Board. 


LIVESTOCK 


Patronage remained at a fair level at all six stud centres. Five centres 
now have a deep litter poultry pen with about 40 to 60 birds each, 
and these are doing very well. The interest in poultry raising has 
grown much during the period under review; the only handicap is 
the high cost of imported feeds. Good production is realised from 
birds kept on the deep litter system and several previously trouble- 
some conditions affecting open range birds have disappeared. This 
is no doubt due to the far better sanitation of the deep litter. Another 
strong point in its favour is its cheapness. Several people have gone 
in for the battery system with good results. Egg production has been 
more successful financially than broiler production. 
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Progress with Pangola grass is still slow as net takings per acre 
from most crops are higher than from livestock. However, quite a 
few more acres have been established and the future of this effort 
will depend on the success of these early attempts. Six more Neltropp 
bulls were imported from St. Croix in 1961 and are out at stud at 
five of the stud centres. One intractable animal had to be sold. Six 
Anglo-Nubian bucks were imported from the United States of 
America in an attempt to reduce the amount of congenital abnor- 
malities which were cropping up frequently with the continued use 
of English sires. However, as physical specimens they are quite 
inferior to the English bucks despite impressive pedigrees. 


Annual livestock field days were held at all centres. It is essential 
to hold these annually at each centre as interest wanes rapidly. 
Emigration to Britain has resulted in a decline in livestock rearing 
and stud centre patronage. 


Farmers continued to seek the aid of the Veterinary Officer and 
the advisory staff. Worms, lice and ticks, parturition and post- 
parturition troubles, mange, mastitis, pneumonia and mechanical 
injuries of one sort or another as well as rough handling continue 
to be the main problems. Efforts to effect better feeding, breeding, 
housing and handling continued. There were no outbreaks of 
notifiable diseases during 1960 and 1961. 


Exports of sheep and goats remained at a fair level. Owing to the 
continued ban by the Trinidad Government, no pigs were exported 
in 1960 and a negligible quantity was exported in 1961. 


Exports of Livestock 
tee 1960 1961 


$ 
Cattle _ _ 
Goats : ‘ : 22,944 20,968 16,338 
Sheep 7 , ; 22,644 27,332 37,535 
Pigs F 3 F — _ 70 
Horses : A . 700 —_— 2,000 
Asses and Mules 7 791 _ 140 
Poultry 3 : 1,484 102 291 


The Camden Park Station further increased its sales of week-old 
chicks and hatching eggs to the public. 


FORESTRY 


The Forestry Division remained unchanged. The Forest Ranger and 
the Crown Lands Bailiff together with 10 Forest Guards and two 
Crown Rangers continued to supervise and control Crown land 
tenants and woodcutters according to Crown Land Regulations. 
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The Crown Land Bailiff attended to the collection of rents and the 
prosecution of offenders. Collections for the past three years were: 


$ 
1959 8,207 
1960 7,737 
1961 8,183 
FISHERIES 


‘A Fisheries Officer was appointed under a Colonial Development 
and Welfare scheme in June 1960. 

A fish-collecting station with cold storage facilities and quarters 
for an officer on the island of Canouan in the Grenadines was com- 
‘pleted in July 1960. A jetty was also built in front of the station to 
facilitate the unloading of ice.and the loading of fish. The fish- 
‘collecting station came into operation in August 1961 and at the 
end of the year 57,796 lb. of gutted, cleaned and iced fish were trans- 
ported to Kingstown. 

Recorded fish sales through established fish markets amounted to 
378,975 Ib. at a value of $145,133 in 1960 and 347,803 Ib. at a value 
of $129,319 in 1961. A considerable quantity of fish is still sold 
outside of the fish markets. The recorded sales are estimated to be 
about 50 per cent of total landings. ; 

Nine hundred and thirty-seven gallons of fish oil valued at $921 
were exported to neighbouring islands in 1960 and 923 gallons valued 
at $1,260 in 1961. 

There were four registered fishermen’s co-operative societies with 
a total membership of 135. Loans were made available by Govern- 
ment to these societies and to individual fishermen to assist in pur- 
chasing gear and takle for their fishing boats. These loans amounted 
to $11,780 and repayments to $1,270. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


Tue Minister for Social Services is responsible for the formulation 
and direction of educational policy. The Education Department 
staff consists of an Education Officer and Chief Inspector of Schools, 
two Inspectors of Schools and three clerks. There are 27 teachers 
(graduates and non-graduates) in the two Government secondary 
-schools and 600 teachers (not including the supernumeraries who 
work as substitute-teachers) in the primary schools. ’ 
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Primary Schools 


Primary education which is free but not compulsory is provided 
for children from 5 to 15 years of age in 54 elementary schools. 
These schools, a Government junior fee-paying school and a number 
of private primary schools are all co-educational. 


The Government, assisted (or denominational) and registered 
private primary schools are subject to regular inspection by officers 
of the department. 


A Primary School-Leaving Examination is held annually for the 
sixth standard pupils, and successful candidates are awarded School- 
Leaving Certificates. At this stage some pupils are recruited to work 
in these schools as supernumerary pupil-teachers, and others leave 
to enter secondary schools, to go to private trade classes or to seek 
employment, chiefly as shop assistants. 


Senior pupils from the four primary schools in Kingstown attend 
the Craft Centre at Kingstown to receive training in woodwork and 
domestic science; and classes in these subjects were also conducted 
at five primary schools. 


The school enrolment for 1960 and 1961 was 20,937 and 21,670 
respectively, and the average attendance for those two years was 
16,010 and 15,336 respectively. 


Under the school building programme financed by a Colonial 
Development and Welfare grant, new schools were built at Spring 
Village and Dickson. In addition, the Government paid for repairs 
and extensions to 12 assisted schools. 


Dried skimmed milk, the gift of UNICEF, and food yeast biscuits 
purchased by the Government, were supplied daily to a number of 
needy children in Government and assisted schools. 


Secondary Schools 


Secondary education is provided for pupils 11-19 years old at the 
Grammar School and the Girls’ High School (two Government 
schools of which the Executive Council of the colony is the governing 
body), the Intermediate School and the Emmanuel High School. 
All these schools are fee-paying. Admission is based on the result 
of entrance examinations. 


In the Government secondary schools several free places are held 
by winners of scholarships awarded annually by Government, the 
Municipality of Kingstown, religious denominations, various organ- 
isations and individuals, and of internal exhibitions offered by 
Government. 
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In 1960 and 1961 the enrolment at the Grammar School was 220 
and 255 respectively, and at the Girls’ High School 245 and 247 
respectively. 

Both Government and private secondary schools present candi- 
dates for the Cambridge School Certificate and General Certificate 
of Education Examination. The Grammar School and Girls’ High 
School also submit candidates for the Higher School Certificate. 
The curriculum includes science to Higher School and domestic 
science to School Certificate levels. During the period under re- 
view the candidate who reached the highest standard was awarded 
the St. Vincent Island Scholarship offered bienially and tenable at any 
recognised British university. Scholarships to the University College 
of the West Indies, Jamaica, were also awarded. 

In 1960, 109 students sat the School Certificate Examination and 
81 obtained certificates. In 1961, 153 sat the School Certificate and 
General Certificate of Education Examination, 78 of whom obtained 
certificates. Of the 16 students-who took the Higher School Certifi- 
cate in 1960, seven were successful. In 1961, 26 students took the 
Higher School Certificate, and nine were successful. 

Candidates also enter for the Royal Society of Arts and Pitmans 
commercial examinations, and for external examinations of the 
University of London. 


Teacher Training 


Teacher-training centres for pupil teachers were conducted in four 
districts on every school day. Academic, practical and professional 
classes for student teachers and probationers were held regularly on 
Saturdays. 

Under the teacher-training scheme, four students were in training 
at Erdiston College, Barbados. 


Adult Education 


Evening classes.in academic subjects up to School Certificate 
standard were continued, as well as those in cookery. The Education 
Department, through its home economics instructress, undertook 
the training of domestic servants who were selected to be sent to 
Canada. 

Vocational training in handicrafts (chiefly straw-work) is given 
by instructresses in 10 centres. Tuition is free. 

- The Women’s Clubs, whose activities are mainly cultural, are 
organised and run under the auspices of the Education Department. 

{The Department runs a home economics programme for adults. 
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Library Services 


Circulation. 34,545 works of fiction and 9,049 works of non-fiction 
were issued in the adult lending library during 1960 and 1961, com- 
pared with 30,503 and 13,381 respectively during 1958 and 1959. 
In the juvenile lending library the total issued for 1960 and 1961 
was 29,757 (25,025 fiction and 4,732 non-fiction), as compared with 
25,360 (21,156 fiction and 4,204 non-fiction). There was therefore a 
marked increase in the circulation of books. 


At the end of 1961, 3,598 adult and 3,209 juvenile borrowers were 
registered. 


Bookstock. 5,000 books were added to the stock over these two 
years; 300 were sent to be bound and 627 were discarded as unfit 
for circulation. The bookstock of the library is expanding steadily. 


Rural Development. The branch libraries are all making satis- 
factory progress and show an increase in membership and in the 
daily circulation of books. The Bequia library was recently converted 
into a full-time branch, and a new branch was opened at Lowmans 
(Windward). Eight branch librarians were trained at the Kingstown 
Library in 1960 and 1961, and are in charge of branches in different 
parts of the island. 


HEALTH 

Staff 

The Medical Department is under the control of the Senior 
Medical Officer. The establishment of the Colonial Hospital (includ- 
ing the Extension Hospital for Infectious Diseases) was one resident 
surgeon, one physician, one house physician, one matron, one 
assistant matron and sister tutor, 35 nursing staff, three male nurses, 
50 student nurses and other ancillary staff. The District Services and 
rural hospitals have an establishment of eight medical officers, two 
dental surgeons, 21 district nurses-midwives and health nurses, 
under the supervision of a superintendent (seven of these have been 
trained in public health nursing and two hold the R.S.H. Certificate), 
10 dispensers, three staff nurses and 12 public health inspectors, 
under the supervision of a superintendent. 


Throughout 1960 and 1961 there were four vacant posts for 
medical officers. 


With two Government dental surgeons and one resident private 
dental surgeon, St. Vincent was better off for dentistry than for 
many years. 
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Institutions 


Work on renovations and alterations at the Colonial Hospital 
were completed in 1961, and at the end of that year it had 210 beds. 

The Extension Hospital for tuberculosis and other infectious 
diseases continued to function normally. 

The Mental Hospital has accommodation for 100 patients; during 
the period arrangements were made to take private (i.e. fee-paying) 
patients. 

The Lewis Punnett Home for the Aged Poor still had its maximum 
number of infirm and chronically ill inmates. The staff was increased 
by two attendants. 

The Leper Asylum had 11 patients at the end of 1961. 

Admissions, discharges and deaths in these institutions were as 
follows: 


1960 1961 
Admitted er aad Died = Admitted Deans Died 


Colonial Hospital ‘ 4,597 4 181 4,400 20. 152 
Extension Hospital . 36 35 6 45 33 4 
Mental Hospital . : 72 65 5 69 34 8 
Lewis Punnett Home for 

the Poor ‘ 21 6 19 28 2 20 
Leper Asylum 7 5 2 2 _ _- _ _ 


District Services 


The rural districts were served by 24 dispensaries, and by the 
casualty hospitals, with a total capacity of 20 beds, situated in 
Georgetown, Chateaubelair and Bequia. 

Ante-natal and child welfare clinics were held in Kingstown by 
the superintendent health nurse and the senior health nurse, and in 
the various rural areas by the district nurses. The health nurses 
visit all districts and supervise the work in the various clinics. 

There is a steady rise in the number of expectant mothers attending 
these clinics for examination and advice. Repeated home visits are 
made by district nurses who in the course of these visits advise 
mothers on health problems, the care and feeding of infants and 
children, cleanliness and segregation of infectious cases. Mothers in 
need receive free rations of dried skim milk from UNICEF under 
the Milk Feeding Programme. 


Public Health 


Poor conditions resulting from inadequate housing, unemploy- 
ment and poverty still exist. Nevertheless, no epidemics occurred, 
and some improvement in health has been evident. 

The increased number of public baths and latrines, the improve- 
ment in the type of school latrines, and the provision of latrine 
units for sale to householders at a very low cost are results of the 
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programme for the improvement of environmental sanitation which 
has been in progress since 1960 financed by a Colonial Development 
and Welfare scheme, local funds for payment of staff, and assistance 
from UNICEF and the World Health Organisation. 

Yellow Fever. A recurrence of the Aedes Aegypti mosquito was 
discovered in the Grenadines late in 1961, and follow-up work has 
been put in hand. 

Smallpox. Steps were taken to ensure that all infants were vac- 
cinated. 

Tuberculosis. The campaign to give tuberculin tests. and BCG 
inoculations to school children continued throughout 1960 but was 
in abeyance in 1961. 


Malaria. No cases were reported. 


Special Health Projects 

The Supplementary Milk Feeding Programme started by UNICEF 
in mid-1954 is still in progress. 

Reports indicate that there has been considerable improvement in 
the nutrition of school children, pr2-school children, and nursing and 
expectant mothers who receive this supplementary food. 


Sanitary Services 

The sanitary services were maintained throughout the period. 
Routine measures, scavenging Kingstown and its suburbs, drainage, 
filling cesspits, etc. were carried out. Existing public and school 
latrines were maintained in a sanitary condition and rural springs 
and wells were serviced and protected. 


Vital Statistics 
Population, Births and Deaths in 1960 and 1961 


Mean Live Birth Rate Total Death Rate 
Year Population Births per 1,000 Deaths per 1,000 
1960 é 4 79 948* 3,985 49.8 1,210 15.1 
1961 ‘i r 81,720 3,968 48.6 1,024 14.7 


*Population as at census 7th April 1960. 


Infant and Maternal Mortality, 1960 and 1961 


Infant Maternal 
Infant Mortality Still Maternal Mortality 
Year Deaths Rate Births Deaths Rate 
per 1,000 per 1,000 
1960 ‘ ¢ 526 131.9 72 


3 8 
1961 . “ 426 107.4 97 7 1.8 


— an 
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Contagious and Infectious Diseases 


1958 1959 1960 1961 
Cases Deaths Cases Deaths Cases Deaths Cases Deaths 


tery 41 _ 83 — 63 _ 360 
Yaws . 200* + 73* + 60 t 120 t 
Influenza 19 2 124 3 9s — 4146 — 
Pneumonia 122 17 106 15 321 37 488 30 
Enteric Fever 10 — 38 2 130 — 17 — 
Tuberculosis 43 9 37 2 29 6 28 2 
Wc: | f 1 8 = £ to Ba 

ping Cou: _ - 

Chicken Pox . 655 — 6 — 30 187 — 
FePtOny McMeel 2 — 25 = i_— 
Cere P' leningitis — — - - ae a i. Se 
Measles . . » AT _ 527 _ 263 1 140 _- 
Poliomyelitis . _ _- 2 _- 2 _ _- _- 


*Estimated. t+ Not available. 


HOUSING 


Urban and rural housing continues to receive urgent attention. 


In the urban area slums have to be cleared and accommodation 
provided for families who rent the properties they occupy. Through 
private enterprise, housing facilities on rental have improved, and 
renters are gradually enjoying better conditions than in the past. 
Because of limited funds, Government was unable to sponsor any 
slum clearance scheme as in previous years. 


In the rural areas the housing situation includes slum clearance 
but the important factor is the insanitary condition and unsuitable 
sites on which rural workers are living. Because of the less rigorous 
building bye-laws in rural areas, cheaper structures providing the 
minimum public health housing standards are permitted. Through 
Government sponsored schemes, 14 two-room concrete block houses 
were built and as many as 72 families were assisted to repair or build 
new houses. Concrete block houses in rural areas are fast replacing 
the wattle and daub-type structure, and trash roofs are giving way 
to galvanized iron. 


For the period a total number of 349 building applications were 
received and approved. 


Three parcels of land were purchased for the removal and re- 
habilitation of villages. These areas will soon be developed by 
Government and building lots made available to families. 


Although many families are being assisted by Government to 
improve their standard of housing, it is considered that the problem 
is still very acute, caused particularly by the rapid population 
increase. It is estimated that 5,000 families, scattered throughout 
the island, are still occupying sub-standard houses. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


IMPORTANT legislation enacted during the years 1960 and 1961 
included the following ordinances: 


1960 


No. 1. The Teachers’ Pensions Ordinance consolidates and amends 
the law relating to the payment of pensions to teachers in Govern- 
ment and assisted primary schools. It brings teachers’ pensions more 
into line with those of the Civil Service in most respects. 


No. 2. The Windward Islands Banana Insurance Ordinance estab- 
lishes a banana insurance scheme for each of the territories of the 
Windward Islands, to be administered by a Windward Islands 
Banana Growers’ Association. 


No. 4. The Evidence (Amendment) Ordinance provides that medical 
evidence may be given by a certificate or report in criminal pro- 
ceedings before a Magistrate or at a coroner’s inquest. It has the 
effect of saving much valuable time by medical practitioners without 
decreasing the effectiveness of judicial proceedings. 


No. 5. The Police (Amendment) Ordinance gives effect to certain 
of the provisions of the St. Vincent (Constitution) Order in Council, 
1959. 


No. 9. The Legislative Council (Elections) (Amendment) Ordinance 
makes special provision for voting by members of the Police Force. 


No. 13. The Customs (Amendment) Ordinance applies certain of 
the provisions of the principal ordinance to aircraft, and generally 
affords better control over goods and passengers passing through 
the customs. 


No. 17. The Legislative Council (Contracts with Government) 
(Disqualification) Ordinance sets out the principles which govern the 
disqualification for membership of the Legislative Council by reason 
of interest in certain contracts with Government. 


No. 19. The Kingstown Board (Amendment) Ordinance extends the 
boundaries of Kingstown, increases the number of members of the 
Board, widens the franchise, and changes the basis of assessment 
of the traders’ rate from a tax on stocks to one on purchases. 
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1961 


No. 2. The Customs Duties (Amendment) Ordinance empowers 
Executive Council in suitable cases to remit in whole or in part any 
customs duties payable on imported goods, thereby assisting pioneer 
industries while safeguarding the colony’s obligations under 
G.A.T.T. 


No. 5. The Punishment of Incest Ordinance makes incest a criminal 
offence and provides appropriate punishment therefor. 


No. 6. The Recovery of Possession (Amendment) Ordinance takes 
cognizance of the shortage of housing and of building land and 
increases the time limit from seven days to six months within which 
a warrant for possession remains ineffective. 


No. 7. The Diplomatic Immunities (Representatives of Overseas 
Countries) Ordinance makes provision, in advance of independence, 
to enable certain representatives in the West Indies of overseas 
countries to enjoy the same immunities and privileges as apply to 
a diplomatic representative accredited to a sovereign state. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The Supreme 
Court has civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears matters in 
its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 


The colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. The First 
Magisterial District consists of that part of St. George’s Parish which 
lies to the west of the Great Head or Warrawarrou River, and the 
Parishes of St. Andrew, St. Patrick and St. David. The Second 
Magisterial District consists of the whole island of St. Vincent 
exclusive of that portion which comprises the First District. The 
Third Magisterial District consists of all the Grenadine Islands 
included in the Government of St. Vincent. 


There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of District 1, 
the second being the Magistrate of Districts II and III, and the third 
being the Additional Magistrate of the colony, whose substantive 
post is Registrar of the Supreme Court. The Legal Assistant is also 
an additional Magistrate for the colony. 
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The local system of law enforced by the colony falls under two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by legislation, Imperial Orders 
in Council, etc. and the common law of England together with the 
practice and procedure of the High Court of Justice for the time 
being in force in England, wherever local law is silent or deficient. 


Supreme Court 


(a) Original Jurisdiction. The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England, 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided 
for by local legislation. An appeal from this Court in cham- 
bers lies to the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court 
of Appeal and thence to the Federal Supreme Court,* and 
finally to the Privy Council Committee. All other appeals are 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal Supreme Court.* 

(6) Summary Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines without 
a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, 
in which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount or value 
does not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possess- 
ion where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this 
Court lies to the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court 
of Appeal. 

(c) Criminal Jurisdiction. In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognizance of all treasons, felonies, misdemean- 
ours and offences committed in the colony or within three 
miles of any of the shores of the colony; and of all treasons, 
felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried 
and determined in the Court under and by any Imperial 
Statute now or hereafter to be passed for the purpose. Appeal 
lies to the Federal Supreme Court* and thence to the Privy 
Council. 


Magistrates’ Court 


(a) Criminal Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines all 
complaints or informations for summary offences. 

(b) Civil Jurisdiction. The Court determines all actions of contract 
or tort other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed 
or value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of 
account or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of 
contract not more than £20 and in the case of actions of tort 
not more than £10; for damages for detention of, and/or for 


* Since the dissolution of the Federation of The West Indies on 31st May 1962, these functions 
have been performed by the British Caribbean Court of Appeal. 


—_—— 
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The new Technical Wing of the St. Vincent Boys Grammar School at Richmond 
Hill. The Wing was built under the United States Technical Assistance 
Programme and the inauguration took place on 29th November 1961 
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Part of the Stoney Ground housing scheme with the North River 
in the foreground 
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the recovery of any chattel or thing which is not more than 
£20 and in cases for the recovery of possession where the value 
does not exceed £20; and generally in all other matters in 
which jurisdiction is by any law expressly given to Magistrates 
or Justices of the Peace. An appeal from the Magistrates’ 
Court lies to the Supreme Court in its appellate jurisdiction. 


POLICE 


Organisation and Establishment 


There was an increase of 30 men and one woman on the strength 
in the two years. The strength of the Force was up to the authorised 
establishment and at 31st December 1961 was as follows: 


Chief of Police . ! 1 
Deputy Superintendent. of Police . 1 
Assistant Sips ientn of Poe 1 
Inspectors : 4 
Station Sergeants 5 
Sergeants : 9 
Corporals 26 
Constables 132 


Women Police Constables 


@| 


Recruitment and Training 


In 1960, 31 recruits were enlisted in the Force and went through 
a six-month course of training covering all aspects of police duties. 
In 1961, 61 recruits were enlisted. 


Eight n.c.o’s and six constables attended courses at the Regional 
Police Training Centre in Barbados. 


Transport 


The department has four land rovers, two Bedford vans, one 
Commer van, five motor cycles and one launch. 


Communications 


Police Headquarters is linked by means of a repeater station with 
Mesopotamia, Biabou, Colonarie, Georgetown, Sandy Bay, Stubbs, 
Calliaqua, Questelles and the three islands in the Grenadines. There 
are also five mobile sets. 


_ A repeater station has been erected in the Leeward area and plans 
are on the way to have all stations linked with headquarters. 


34 St. Vincent: 1960 and 1961 


Immigration 
The immigration services are controlled by the Police. The total 
number of immigrants in 1960 was 12,029 and in 1961, 13,154. The 
total number of emigrants in 1960 was 12,689 and in 1961, 15,396. 
The number of persons who migrated to Britain in 1960 and 1961 
was as follows: 


1960 1961 
Students 3 : 14 40 
Seeking employment 2 : ‘ 1,498 1,424 
Visitors i - ‘ 2 10 
1,514 1,474 
Traffic Branch 
The number of vehicles registered in 1960 and 1961 was as follows: 
1960 1961 
Private Cars 737 921 
Hired Cars 117 
Trucks ‘ 274 287 
Buses : 95 97 
Jeeps ‘ : fies : 110 119 
Motor Cycles. , : , 305 356 
Hearses’. 5 . F Z 2 2 
Trailers. ‘ : ‘ 3 38 47 
Tractors. ‘ : 5 . 47 57 
1,725 1,886 
Fire Brigade 


The Police are responsible for the maintenance of the fire-fighting 
services, and the establishment for this purpose was 18 n.c.o’s and 
men during 1960, and one inspector and 19 other ranks during 1961. 

In 1960 there were 22 fires, one of which was serious, and the total 
estimated damage done was $29,936. During 1961 there were 15 
fires, none of which was regarded as serious; the total damage was 
estimated at $17,720. 

Members of the Volunteer Fire Brigade continue to give excellent 
service. 


Auxiliary Police — 

The Auxiliary Police (part-time) has an establishment of three 
officers, two warrant officers and 88 other ranks. They help the 
Police greatly in the carrying out their numerous functions, 


Inquests, etc. 


In 1960 26 deaths were investigated by the Police, and seven 
inquests were held. In 1961 34 deaths were investigated by the Police 
and 11 inquests were held. 
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PRISONS 


The Superintendent of Prisons is responsible for the general control 
and management of prisons, subject to the Prison Rules. The prison 
is divided into three sections: the main prison situated at Kingstown 
which houses the majority of the male population, the Female Prison 
at Fort Charlotte, 24 miles from the main prison, and the Ottley 
Hall Prison Farm which takes up to 14 prisoners. © 


Daily Average Prison Population 


1960 1961 

Males : : . . F 76.96 71.41 
Females. 7 5 : 3 4.33 1.97 
81.29 73.38 


The Ottley Hall Prison Farm, which used to be controlled by the 
Agricultural Department while the prison supplied the labour, was 
taken over by the Superintendent of Prisons in April 1960. Other 
forms of employment were carpentry, cooking, baking, tailoring, 
shoe-making and cleaning of the Kingstown Prison and of certain 
other Government buildings. 

Sixty-six offences in 1960 and 70 in 1961 were committed by 
inmates against prison discipline. The majority of offences were of 
a minor nature and were dealt with by the Superintendent of Prisons. 
Only one offence was referred to the Visiting Justice. 

The general health of prisoners was good. The Prison Medical 
Officer made regular visits. 

Because of the small number of prisoners, it was difficult at times 
to muster enough gangs to perform the various tasks notwithstanding 
that the stone quarry and crushing plant continued to be operated 
by the Public Works Department. 

There was one escape during the period. The prisoner slipped 
away from his working party on the prison farm on 24th November 
1961 and was recaptured on 10th December. 

The total revenue of the Prison Department was $17,469 in 1960 
and $18,539 in 1961. The savings to other Government departments 
for work performed by the prisons was $4,250 in 1960 and $3,792 
in 1961. 

Remission remained at one-third of the sentence imposed. 

The Superintendent of Prisons continued to assist in placing dis- 
charged prisoners in employment, and gave clothing and tools to 
needy cases. The Public Assistance and Probation Officer also con- 
tinued to help discharged prisoners. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


PUBLIC WORKS 
Water Supplies 


At Chateaubelair and Barrouallie the water supply systems were 
improved, and new systems were laid down at Dickson Village, 
Greggs, Mt. William and the lower part of Byera Hill. Two tanks 
were built on the upper ridge of Byera Hill to feed the Byera Village 
and Chester Cottage supplies from the main tank at Mt. William 
by pumps as soon as electricity becomes available. 

Water supplies were also put down at Chillie Village, Overland, 
Belle Isle, Gordon Yard and Mesopotamia Village; and at the South 
Rivers, Park Hill and Colonarie supplies the existing lines were 
replaced by larger ones. 


Hospital Development 


An isolation ward was built at the Mental Hospital from local 
funds at a cost of $15,000. 


School Programme 


The Owia and Spring Village schools were built to accommodate 
100 and 400 pupils respectively, at a cost of $9,000 (Owia) and 
$36,000 (Spring Village). 

Major repairs and painting were done at the Layou, Georgetown, 
Troumaca and Stubbs Government schools. 


Feeder Roads 


Approximately 30 miles of roads were oiled at a cost of £161,000; 
and about 10 miles of donkey tracks were converted to all-weather 
roads which have by-passed the Windward Highway as far as 
Colonarie (the greater part of the work was done late in 1961 with 
local funds). The roads financed out of Colonial Development and 


Welfare funds were: 
Clare Valley/Questelles_ . é 23 miles 


Sandy Bay/Fancy . c j 6 _,, (improvement) 
Richmond/Labbay . A 3 34. Cs, 
Hopewell/Richland Park : 34s, 

Evesham Reilley  . 2 ’ 3° Oy 

Calder . ; $ 5 . 3 * 
Gomea/Evesham_ . ‘ - 3 < 
Diamond/Chapmans : é Se oor 
Lowmans/Greggs . ‘ : 3 ys 

Grenadines 5 __,, (improvement) 
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Arnos Vale Airfield 


. The new airport was completed and began operations in September 
1960. The air terminal building was opened in October 1961. 


ELECTRICITY 


The electricity service is owned and operated by the St. Vincent 
Electricity Services (C.D.C.). The system consists of three power 
stations: Colonarie Hydro (700 kW), Kingstown Diesel (31 kW) and 
Richmond Hydro (110 kW), which are linked together by 11,000 
volt transmission lines which cover the island from Richmond 
through Kingstown to Georgetown. Consumers number 4,000 and 
they are supplied at 400 volts 3-phase 50 cycles for power, or 230 
volts single-phase for domestic purposes. 


Chapter 11: Communications 


SHIPPING 


STEAMSHIP services are provided by the Royal Netherlands Steamship 
Co., Booth American Shipping Co., Fratelli Grimaldi Line, James 
Nourse Line, Harrison Lines, Atlantic Lines, West India Shipping 
Co., Federal Government Shipping Service, Linea C Line, Royal 
Spanish Line and Saguenay Shipping Ltd. 

Numerous intercolonial auxiliary sailing and motor vessels trade 








throughout the Eastern Caribbean. 
The following number of ships entered and cleared in 1961: 
Entered Cleared 
Number Net tons Number Net tons 
Steamships . < . 481 542,146 475 561,091 
Motor Tankers . 24 14,214 20 13,638 
Sailing and Motor Vessels 324 12,934 327 —s«13,356 
829 569,294 822 588,085 








Motor launches and open boats ply daily between ports on the 
Leeward coast and Kingstown. 

‘Between the Grenadines and the mainland communications are 
provided by auxiliary sailing vessels and a tri-weekly motor vessel 
service on Government contract. 

Mr. G. Smethurst of Coode, Binnie and Preece, Ottawa, Canada, 
carried out surveys in connection with the proposed deep-water 
harbour at Kingstown. It is expected that work will start on the 
project late in 1962 at an estimated cost of $2 million. 
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AIR 


Services to and from Barbados, Grenada, Trinidad and Dominica 
were provided by the Leeward Islands Air Transport Company. 
British West Indian Airways took over from Leeward Island Air 
Transport on 15th December 1961. 


ROADS 


On the mainland and in the Grenadines $195,716 and $40,002 were 
spent on road maintenance and on special road services in 1960, 
compared with $386,394 and $27,997 respectively in 1961. 

In 1960 the Colonarie Bridge was built at a cost of $44,000 and 
in 1961 the Richmond, Stony Ground, Stubbs, Biabou, Greggs and 
Gomea Bridges were added at a cost of $80,000. 


POSTS 


The postal service is carried on through the General Post Office in 
Kingstown and 10 money order and parcel offices in the rural 
districts and in the outlying islands of Bequia and Union Island. 
In addition, there are 22 small non-accounting offices where stamps 
are sold and ordinary registered letter packets are distributed and 
received. 

Air mails to all countries are received and despatched each day 
except on Wednesday via British West Indian Airways services 
through Trinidad and Barbados. 

Surface mails are conveyed to and from Britain weekly by the 
Geest banana boats; and to the other West Indian territories via 
schooner and motor vessel, as well as by the federal steamers. 
Surface mail for other countries is despatched direct when oppor- 
tunity offers, or sent by auxiliary schooner weekly to Trinidad for 
onward transmission. 

Telegraph services are provided by Cable & Wireless (West Indies) 
Ltd. 

During 1960 a total of 1,106,221 postal articles was dealt with, 
compared with 1,433,620 in 1961. , 

The total revenue from sale of postage stamps, poundage on postal 
orders, etc. amounted to $131,069 in 1960 and to $139,143 in 1961, 


TELEPHONES 


The telephone system is worn out and inefficient, but plans are on 
foot to obtain the necessary funds for a complete new automatic 
system. 
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A new radio telephone set has been purchased to link Bequia with 
the central exchange in Kingstown. 

A radio beacon for use in connection with the air terminal building 
at Arnos Vale operates on 403 kcs. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 


The Vincentian, the local newspaper, is published bi-weekly, and 
Challenge, Government promoted and printed, is published bi- 
monthly. 


BROADCASTING 


Radio St. Vincent, which was established on an amateur basis in 
1953 and received Government support, used to broadcast a regular 
weekly programme which included musical items, quiz programmes, 
interviews, talks, items of news and church services, but it ceased 
to operate on 15th March 1961. A sub-station of the Windward 
Islands Broadcasting Service is located in Kingstown; it relays the 
programmes of the main W.I.B.S. station in Grenada, but consider- 
able time is given for local broadcast. 


FILMS 


There are three. commercial cinemas. Films are imported from 
Britain and the United States of America, 

The Public Relations Department gives film shows and films 
are received on loan from the British Information Services, the 
United States Information Service, the British Council and the 
Canadian Film Library in Trinidad. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


The Public Relations Department has a staff of three including a 
Public Relations Officer who is responsible for keeping the public 
informed of the policies, actions and achievements of the Govern- 
ment. He is editor of Challenge. In January 1960 the department 
was placed under the portfolio of the Chief Minister who is also 
Minister of Information. 


The Public Relations Officer is also Local Government Officer. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography 


St. VINCENT is one of the chain of Windward Islands at the eastern 
edge of the Caribbean Sea. It is about 100 miles west of Barbados 
and lies between St. Lucia to the north, and the Grenadines to the 
south, It extends from north to south; it is 18 miles in length, and 
11 miles across. It is 133 square miles in area, and with its Grenadines - 
dependencies the total area of the territory is 150 square miles. _ 

St. Vincent is a beautiful island, with green hills reaching to the 
sea. A range of volcanic mountains stretches its entire length, from 
the Soufriere (4,048 ft.) with its crater lake in the north, to Mount 
St. Andrew in the south. The range is almost impenetrable, and the 
slopes show many contrasts. The eastern, or windward slope, is 
gentle and undulating, with flat valleys lying between low foothills, 
whereas the leeward slope is deeply dissected and rugged, although 
alluvial plains border the rivers. Numerous small rivers flow down 
both slopes of the mountain; they are short and swift, and in their 
upper courses have carved deep gorges. On the leeward slope, they 
tend to diminish in the dry season. In the north is a mountainous 
area containing pockets of level land, known as Carib country, 
which used to be prosperous, but its value was seriously impaired 
by the eruption of the Soufriere in 1902. The soils are deep, light 
and porous, enabling St. Vincent to grow cotton and arrowroot 
which would otherwise be restricted to drier islands. 

St. Vincent lies in latitude 13° 15’ north, and its climate is pleasant 
as north-east sea breezes modify the tropical heat. The average 
temperature is about 80° F., and it rarely rises above 90° F. The 
short cool season lasts from January to March, but the nights are 
always cool. As the island is high, the rainfall is heavy, and the 
central mountainous region receives over 100 inches. The coastal 
lands are drier, with a rainfall of 60 to 80 inches. The year is com- 
monly divided into two seasons, a wet and a dry. Most of the rain 
falls between June and December, but some rain continues to fall 
during the rest of the year. However, bright sun and clear skies are 
the rule, and rain generally falls in heavy downpours which do not 
last long. The hurricane season is from mid-July to ad ac 
but hurricanes usually pass north of St. Vincent. | 


42 


Geography 43 


_ The island is well wooded, and rich forests cover most of the 
mountainous parts. Mahogany is the most valuable timber, and 
there are new plantings of teak and whitewood. Some wood is 
burned for charcoal, but indiscriminate cutting is controlled by 
forest guards. As throughout the West Indies, the vegetation is very 
varied, and there are many plants of striking brilliance, such as the 
flamboyante, hibiscus, and poinsettia, and there is also a variety of 
palm and fruit trees. The coastal lowlands and valleys are all cleared 
for cultivation. 


The population of St. Vincent was about 82,000 at the end of 
1961, 70 per cent being of African descent, and 2.5 per cent being 
white. The rest of the population consists of East Indians, Caribs, 
and many of mixed origin. The average density is about 550 per 
square mile, but as much of the land is uninhabited, the density in 
the cultivated area is greater. The more populous areas are the 
coasts and valleys, while the north-west and centre of the island 
are sparsely peopled. The population continues to grow, and the 
problem of over-population in relation to resources is great. For 
this reason every effort is being made to encourage likely enterprises. 


The chief town is Kingstown, which is situated among the foot- 
hills of Mount St. Andrew on a large bay sheltered from the 
north-east winds. Small townships are found throughout the farmed 
districts, especially along the coasts. The chief of these is George- 
town on the east coast. 


St. Vincent’s economy is based on the export of a few agricultural 
products. The traditional crops are arrowroot and a fine variety of 
sea island cotton, but recently the acreage devoted to these crops, 
especially cotton, has been reduced. In 1957 bananas became the 
leading export. Other crops include coconuts, sugar cane, cassava, 
groundnuts, and sweet potatoes; various vegetables and livestock 
are also exported, and a large acreage is devoted to food crops for 
home consumption. There are several factories which process the 
island products. These include the Central Arrowroot Factory for 
the manufacture of starch, and the Mt. Bentinck sugar Factory. 


There are about 136 miles of all-weather roads and 466 miles of 
earthern roads. As there are no railways, heavy goods are carried 
by motor lorries. No road as yet crosses the central mountains. 
A coastal road nearly encircles the island, and roads lead up the 
valleys, linking the rural villages; on the leeward coast there is 
considerable sea traffic. Several cargo-carrying shipping lines provide 
service with the United States, Canada, British Guiana, and Jamaica, 
and the Geest banana boats carry a small number of passengers to 
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Britain. Small motor vessels run between St. Vincent, Barbados and 
Trinidad, from which passenger ships leave regularly for England; 
and air services to other islands are regular, and continue to develop. 

The St. Vincent Grenadines are a chain of delightful little islands 
and rocks extending from Petit Canouan to Petit St. Vincent— 
between latitude 12° 47’ 48” north and latitude 12° 32’ 00” north. 
Only the islands of Canouan, Mayreau and Union Island are in- 
habited; they have a total population of 1,816. They vary in 
character, but all have low rainfall, white beaches and scrub-covered 
hills. The inhabitants are mostly fisher-folk, but they also grow some 
cotton, corn and peas, and rear stock. Bequia has a schooner- 
building industry and a tourist-class hotel. Some of the islands are 
privately owned. 


Chapter 2: History 


St. VINCENT was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January 1498, and named it after the 
saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed away, 
leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second decade 
of the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure origin 
survived. The most interesting remains of this primitive people are 
the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the Kings- 
town Library, and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar 
engravings which are to be found in different parts of the island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King 
Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. 
The French also had claims on the island, holding that it was 
included in the grant made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc 
in 1626. They were however content not to press their claims so long 
as the island was not formally occupied by the British. Small numbers 
of adventurers of both countries risked settling among the Caribs; 
the French were the more numerous and the more successful at 
winning Carib friendship. Settlements were made along the Leeward 
coast in places which still bear French names, and it was the French 
who first settled where the capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and Enghsh 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 
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. Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived 
to make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged them- 
selves subject to the King of England. In order to strengthen his 
claim under the patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian 
islands (St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in 
his Governor’s commission in 1672. 

In 1673 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the 
Grenadines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried 
with the local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known 
as the Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or 
Yellow Caribs. 

When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton; and St. 
Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 

Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, 
it was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. 
But European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their 
land to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to 
subdue them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major 
objects of the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 
17th February 1773 the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sove- 
reignty without reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and 
allegiance and ceded a large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but 
they retained a large measure of self-government and the districts 
they kept were secured in perpetuity to them and their posterity. 

During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was cap- 
tured by the French in June 1779; but the island was restored to 
the British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke 
out again between England and France; and in March 1795 aided 
by the French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor 
Hugues, the representative of the National Convention in Guade- 
loupe, the Caribs broke out from their reservations and for a time 
threatened to master the whole island. Early in the fighting their 
leader, Chatoyer, was killed in single combat with Major Alexander 
Leith, but this had little effect on the course of the war. Three 
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regiments had arrived in September 1795, but it was not until June 
1796, when Sir Ralph Abercromby came with further reinforcements, 
that the Caribs were finally subdued. The majority of the Caribs on 
surrendering were deported to the island of Roatan in the Bay of 
Honduras. 


After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters 
to convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land 
instead of the sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satis- 
factory road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and 
Kingstown, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 
250 feet long. But the planters were in difficulties; their properties 
had been ravaged in the disturbances and they were in debt. And in 
1812 Soufriere “‘ erupted with such force as to blow away its summit 
and devastate the greater part of the island.” Most of the coffee and 
cocoa trees were destroyed and the sugar crop ruined. 


In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the 
economic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished 
in 1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to 
the masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves 
were liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the pro- 
duction of sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to 
work for low wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent 
and to acquire lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Sir John Campbell, wrote about them “As a general rule they 
possess, beyond all reasonable question, most of the essential 
elements of progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelli- 
gence and quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy 
desire to better their conditions.” 


Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the 
estates, and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived 
for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians 
are now well respected members of the island community. 


In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar 
fell and a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the . 
century. Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great 
calamity in the hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people 
and damaged many buildings. This was followed four years later 
by a disastrous volcanic eruption, which devastated the northern part 
of the island. These disasters shook the morale of the people who 
for some time after seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic attitude. 
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At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to 
ameliorate the condition of the people by the introduction of a 
peasant land settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agri- 
cultural school was established, which functioned for twelve years. 
In 1903 Sir Daniel Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the 
West Indies, introduced the growing of Sea Island cotton. Arrow- 
root, introduced shortly after 1834, remained the most profitable 
export crop until bananas, which entered the export trade as recently 
as 1953, took its place. 


Before the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely respon- 
sible for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a co- 
educational secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. 
But unfortunately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera 
in 1854 led to the closing of the secondary school and most of the 
primary schools in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary 
and secondary education were established on a sound basis and a 
resident inspector of schools was appointed. In 1922 Government 
decided to award bienially a scholarship tenable for five years at 
any university in the British Empire. 


Much has changed in the last fifty years; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid 
and the assistance given under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act, which has already brought improvements, inter alia, 
in agriculture, sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. Since 
1953 the banana trade has brought much increased prosperity to 
the island. 


In 1951 universal adult suffrage was granted and the character of 
the Legislative Council consequently was much changed. In 1956 
elected members were given a majority on the Executive Council 
and elected Ministers took office for the first time. In 1960 the post 
of Governor of the Windward Islands was abolished and his powers 
passed to the Administrator, and a Chief Minister was appointed. 


The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provisions for the establishment of Village Councils and administra- 
tion of villages by these councils. 


The Local Government Ordinance passed in 1951, provides for 
the establishment of partly elected and partly nominated Boards 
with an elected majority. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION 


FoLLowInG decisions taken at a constitutional conference in London 
in June 1959, a new constitution came into force on Ist January 
1960. The main features are: 


(a) The post of Governor of the Windward Islands having been 
abolished, each of the Windward Islands including St. Vincent 
is now administered as a separate unit. The Administrator has 
become Her Majesty’s representative in the territory and is 
now appointed by Her Majesty and exercises such of the former 
powers of the Governor as have been retained under the new 
constitution (these powers are considerably reduced under the 
new Constitution). 


(6) The Executive Council has general control and direction of the 
Government of the territory. It is presided over by the Admin- 
istrator and there are one ex officio member (the Principal Law 
Officer) and five unofficial members (including the Chief 
Minister and three other Ministers). Of these the four Ministers 
are appointed from the elected members of the Legislative 
Council and the other unofficial member is appointed from 
either the elected or the nominated members of the Legislative 
Council. The Administrator appoints as Chief Minister the 
member of the Legislative Council who, in his judgment, is 
most likely to command a majority in the Legislative Council. 
The other unofficial members are appointed by the Adminis- 
trator on the advice of the Chief Minister. Ministers are 
assigned responsibility for any Government business (including 
financial matters), except criminal proceedings, internal secur- 
ity, the audit of public accounts and the public service. 


(c) The Legislative Council is composed of one ex officio member 
(the Principal Law Officer), two nominated members appointed 
by the Administrator in his discretion and nine members 
elected by universal adult suffrage. It is presided over by a 
Speaker elected by the Council either from withm or without 
the Council, and having only a casting vote. There is a Deputy 
Speaker elected from within the Council. 
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(d) The appointment, dismissal and disciplinary control of public 
officers is vested in the Administrator in his discretion acting 
after consultation with an Advisory Public Service Com- 
mission. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in pages 31 to 33. 


ADMINISTRATION 


At the end of 1960 Government employees numbered 1,590 com- 
pared with 1,720 at the end of 1961, excluding daily paid workers 
and casual employees. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
There are 10 local government authorities: 


Kingstown Town Board 

Georgetown Town Board 

Calliaqua Town Board 

Layou Town Board 

Barrouallie Town Board 
Chateaubelair Town Board 
Marriaqua Village Council 
Troumaca Village Council 

Lowmans Windward District Council 
Bequia District Council. 

With the exception of the Kingstown Town Board and the Bequia 
District Council, each local authority is made up of four elected and 
two nominated members. The Kingstown Town Board has nine 
elected members and the Bequia District Council has four elected 
and three nominated members. 


The duties of a local authority are mainly to provide for the 
collection and expenditure of monies authorised by law to be raised 
for the benefit of the particular district and to provide for the good 
government of the district. 

The matters falling within their scope are: 

(a) to let all public lands and collect the rents thereof; 

(6) to apply monies collected in paying all expenses incurred by 
the authority and in repairing, cleaning, draining and other- 
wise maintaining in good order the streets and other public 
places, the waterworks, buildings, works and boundary lines 
and marks of the district; 
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(c) to keep accounts of all assessments made and monies collected 
and disbursements paid; 
(d) to deliver copies of all accounts to the Auditor at least once 
each year and to the Governor, when required; 
(e) to make detailed lists of houses and lands in the district; 
(/) to enter into contracts pertaining to the district; 
(g) to preserve boundary lines and such other duties as the 
Governor may direct. 
The estimated revenue and expenditure of nine of the local 
authorities for the year 1960 was as follows: 
ae rai rials 


Georgetown Town Board 3 ‘ 6,520 6,520 
Calliaqua Town Board . : F 4,612 4,612 
Layou Town Board F : . 5,239 5,239 
Barrouallie Town Board . : - 4,942 4,898 
Chateaubelair Town Board. - 4,965 4,965 
Marriaqua Village Council F . 2,640 2,640 
Lowmans Wad. District Council ‘ _— _— 

Troumaca Village Council , a 2,012 2,012 
Bequia District Council . P F 14,864 14,864 


Each local authority is given a Government grant and any surplus 
of revenue over expenditure is held as reserve. 

The financial position of these local authorities at 31st December 
1960 was as follows: 


$ 

Georgetown . 3 : P Credit balance of 1,201.98 
Calliaqua “ : ‘ : <3 a 5,977.67 
Layou : : . A Debit “5 3,316.66 
Barrouallie . é 3 , Credit o 3,796.12 
Chateaubelair . . 3 Debit 2,274.33 
Marriaqua Village Council 6 Credit * 4,951.33 
Troumaca Village Council . - 5 283.99 
Lowmans Wd. District Council _ 

Bequia District Council . : Debit + 3,038.90 


The Kingstown Town Board is governed by the Kingstown Board 
Ordinance, Cap. 209, and the other local authorities are governed 
by the Local Government Ordinance, No. 17 of 1951. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


IMPERIAL standard weights and measures are in use and the Police 
are inspectors of weights and measures. 


Chapter 5: Reading List 


ANDERSON, R. M. (editor), The St. Vincent Handbook. Sth edition. 
Kingstown, “ Vincentian ” Office, 1938. 


Authentic papers relative to the expedition against the Charibbs and 
the sale of land in the island of St. Vincent. London, Almon, 
1773. 

Burns, Sirk ALAN. History of the British West Indies. Allen and 
Unwin, 1954. 


Ear.e, K. W. Geology of St. Vincent and neighbouring Grenadines. 
St. George, Government Printer, 1924. 


Duncan, E. A brief history of St. Vincent with studies of citizenship. 
2nd edition. Kingstown, 1955. 


KinGsBury, ROBERT C. Commercial Geography of the Grenadines. 
Bloomington, Indiana University, 1960. (U.S. Office of Naval 
Research, Technical Reports No. 1). 


Pares, RICHARD. War and Trade in the West Indies, 1739-1763. 
Oxford University Press, 1936. 


RaGatz, L. J. The fall of the Planter Class in the British Caribbean, 
1763-1833. New York, Century Publishers, 1928. 


ST. VINCENT GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable, if in print, from the Government Printer, St. Vincent. 
Administrative Reports. 
Government Gazette. 
Minutes of Legislative Council. 
Ordinances. 
Regulations, Orders in Council, etc. 
Report on Vital Statistics. 
Monthly Overseas Trade Report. 
Belair Health Centre, 1944-1951, by W. C. WEBB. 


A Plan of Development for St. Vincent, 1946-56, compiled and edited 
by BERNARD GiBBs, Government Secretary, under the direction 
of R. H. Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., Administrator of St. 
Vincent. 
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Report and Recommendations for the Development of St. Vincent 
by a team of experts following its visit in November 1957. 
(Chairman: A. de K. FRAMPTON). 


UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable, if in print, from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
British Dependencies in the Caribbean and North Atlantic, 1939-1952. 


Cmnd. 8575, 1952. 

Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 1940-57. A series of 
reports published by the Colonial Office. 

Report of the Leeward and Windward Islands Constitutional Confer- 
ence held in London in June, 1959. Cmnd. 804, 1959. 

Report on the East Caribbean Federation Conference, 1962. Cmnd. 

1746, 1962. 

Federation of East Caribbean Territories: report of the Fiscal Com- 

missioner (Mrs. U. K. Hicks). Cmnd. 1991, 1963. 


Federation of East Caribbean Territories: report of the Civil Service 
Commission. Cmnd. 1992, 1963. 





Scheme No. 


D.3735(40) 
D.3735(41) 
D.3735(63) 


D.3736(4) 
D.3741 ey 
D.3741(3) 
D.3741(4) 
Bee 1(13) 





APPENDIX I 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
WELFARE SCHEMES 


Calliaqua Town Hall . 

Public Health Improvements 

Air Service 5 

Cadastral Surveys 7 

Cotton Pest Control . 

Water Supplies—Grenadines 

Redemption Sharpe Estate . 

Sandy Bay Housing Scheme 

Campaign pening opine Cough and 
Tetanus 


Pocapple Trials . 

mservation 

Campden Park Experiment Station 
Agricultural Surveys 7 

Water Supplies . 

Police Training . 

Hospital Deve lopment 

Development of Coron Coffee Production] 


Marketing Organisation 

Cane Farming Officer 

Co-operative Ls 

Leeward Highwa' 

Urban and Rural Rehabilitation | 

Construction of Aree at Amos Vale « 

Training of Miss C. Wiltshire 

Training of Cornelius Williams 

Training of Surveyors 

Training of Teachers at Erdiston’ e 

Environmental Sanitation Programme . 

Training of E. R. Hannaway 

Training of E. Nash ; 

Training of C. St. Hilaire 

Training of Cpl. T. Maloney 

Training of E. F. Crick . 

Training of G. Llewellyn 

Training of E. Shortte : 

TESS of Pearl Anderson in Librariav- 
shi 

Carib Vocational School 

Training of Norma Ince 

Training of W. Ba tiste at U.C.W.I. 

Training of Hazel Broomes 

Training of J. Ballantyne at U. Cw. 

Hospital Development 4 

Minor Amenities 

Fisheries 

Oiling of Westwood i Palmyra Feeder 
Road. 
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263.60 
2,745.61 
21,366.30 
12,053.70 


44,081.25 
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Appendix I—continued 
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Technical Assistance 
Training of Bertram Lewis in Fire 

Fighting 
Training of Owen Delves i in Fire Fighting 
Training of Cpl. A. Samuel 
Training of D. John . 5 : 
Training of Dr. Harry Munro 
Training of Grace Allen in Barbados | 
Training of S. John in Laboratory Work 
Training of C. L. Robertson in Sanitation 
Training of C. W. B. Coombs in Meat . 
Training of Claude Samuel . 
Training of E. C. Coombs in Meat 
Training of Toshiba Jackson ‘ 
Training of Julian Duncan . 
Training of L. A. Mulraine at U.CWL. 
Training of Emily Anthony = 
Training of Cedric Harold . s . 
Training of Joyce Peters . ; é 
Community Hall—Marriaqua 

unity Centre—Bequia 

Engineering Staff—P.W.D. 
Feeder Roads. 
Plant Protection Services 
Soil Conservation : 
Coffee and Nutmegs Propag tion” 
Grassland Development and Li 
Marketing Organisation : 
Fes anne of Cane Farming Associa- 


School Building Programme - 
Water Supplies . . 
School Building Programme . 
Training of Teachers at Erdiston 
Purchase and Equipment of Fancy Estate 
Pubiic Health Improvement . % 
Environmental Sanitation Programme . 
Arrowroot Research in St. Mace 
Arrowroot Research . 
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11,295.28 
11,691.36 


$1,235,167.60 


-98 
17,833 .13 
$1,003,566. 72 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 





1960 LIABILITIES 
$ $ G $ c 
1,047,298 Deposits 
Special Funds— 

Bain Gray Prize 909 82 
Banana Growers—Price Stabilisation. 92,912 57 
C.D. & W. Schemes 41,603 46 
Central Housing and Planning | . 8,925 94 

Co-operative Societies, Audit a 
Supervision . 53 84 
Cotton Factory Depreciation % . 360 61 
Cotton Ginnery Insurance . 201,396 00 
Federal Hurricane . . < : 289 00 
Graham Bequest . 7 . 7 10,816 36 
Hayward X-ray 5 a ‘ 5 163 02 
Home 14,906 78 
Lowmans (Windward) District Council 165 07 
Motor Launch Depreciation . 1,313 27 
Musgrave Prize , 5 . 460 46 
Marriaqua Village Council < 5 352 86 
Permanent Investment Eranseg 4 60,000 00 
Plant Protection . a 33 39 
Savings Bank , 4 is 615,181 00 
Simmons Bequest . , 166 18 
Sugar Industry—Labour Welfare 35,256 28 
Rehabilitation ‘ 417 86 
Troumaca Village Council fe < 390 86 
Towns—Barrouallie 7 ‘ . 4,312 35 
Calliaqua 7 . 5 5,904 94 


Georgetown i . . 1,086 35 
Other than Special Funds— 


1,097,978 27 


Controller Supplies iow . : 32,384 20 
Dominica—Inwards ‘ 5 2,230 25 
Grenada—Inwards . . . 44,234 12 
te rag eho ‘ 7 . sereae 
un eposits . f ‘ < . 
—————-_ 316,807 60 
35,322 Colony Reserve Fund. 7 Fi 35,322 17 
OVERDRAFT 
Barclays Bank . 518,661 19 
1,056,000 C.A. Joint Consolidated Fund | : 936,000 00 
1,454,661 19 
238,471 GENERAL REVENUE BALANCE 
Notes at 31st December 1961: 
1. Cash in hand was 04c. less than amount 
shown above under Cash—Treasury, 
due to incorrect statement of balances 
in Cash Book. (Adjustment made in 
February 1962). 
2. The public debt (not recorded in the 
above liabilities) stood at $465,741.10 
and the accumulated funds for redemp- 
tion at $60,787.18. The fund for 
redemption of the Kingstown Town 
Board Market Loan (not yet raised) 
stood at $40,268.90. 
$2,377,091 , $2,904,769 23 
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AT 3lsT DECEMBER 1961 





vo 
1,417,247 


192,783 


767,061 


$2,377,091 


ASSETS 


AUTHORISED ADVANCES . . . 


Cotton Working A/c. é : : 


Towns—Chateaubelair | 
Layou 5 . 


Other than Special Funds— 


Invi 


IENERAL REVENUE BALANCE 
Surplus 1959/60 transferred to Revenue 
Less. 


3. 


Dominica—Outwards . * 
Grenada—Outwards ‘ . . 
St. oe y < 
Post Office . . 


Crown Agents Current . Si @ 
Drafts and Remittances . 7 
Sub-Accountants . . 

Treasury Fi ‘ 


/ESTMENTS 
Bain Gray Prize 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 
Graham Bequest . 
Home 
Motor Launch Depreciation 
Musgrave 
Permanent Investment Eruption 
Reserve Fund—Colony . . 
Simmons eee é . Z * 
Savings . 
Sugar F roa Labout Welfare; 


— $ 
Surplus and Deficit (1961) 204,768. a 
Aoprecation of Investments 535.0 

Balance at 1.1.61 238,471. 0 


Advances in greece of loan which 
amounted to $980,113.20 are included 
in the item “Authorised Advances.” 


4. Loans from revenue coe to the 


colony amounted to $241,189.96. 


5. The sum of $520,707.30 (not recorded 


in the above assets) was due to the 
colony by Her Majesty’s Government 
for reimbursement of Colonial Devel- 
opment Welfare expenditure. 


. There is a contingent liability to Gov- 


ernment pousne Loans Board in the 
sum of $108,000.00. 
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664,491 


443,774 


714 


$ c. 
1,424,503 48 


54,986 94 


443,741 33 


39,132 62 


701,688 60 


220,716 26 


$2,904,769 23 


APPENDIX III 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 


Boots and shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 


Boots and shoes (where 
outer part of uppers is 
made of leather, and soles 
are made of rubber) 


Boots and shoes 
* (other kinds) 


Bread, biscuits, etc. 
(unsweetened) 


Bread, other kinds 

Butter 

Butter substitutes 

Cement 

Cheese 

Cotton piece - goods (value 
60 cents and under per 
yard) 

Cotton piece - goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 

Fish, dried 

Flour, wheaten 

Hardware, all kinds 

Hosiery, artificial silk 

Hosiery, cotton 

Hosiery, silk (natural) 

Hosiery, nylon 

Kerosene 

Machinery, _ agricultural, 
electrical lighting, marine, 
water and sewerage and 
industrial 

Manures 


Meat, beef and pork (salted 
or pickled) 

Metals 

Milk, condensed or pre- 
served (containing no less 
than 8 per cent B.F.) 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad valorem 


15 per cent ad valorem 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$1.28 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent ad valorem 
$2.75 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

12 cents per 100 Ib. 
$2.50 per 100 Ib. 

10 per cent ad valorem 


12} per cent ad valorem 


Free 

$1.00 per 196 Ib. 

15 per cent ad valorem 
16 per cent ad valorem 
15 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

10 per cent ad valorem 


Free 
$1.00 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$1.00 per 100 Ib. 
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General 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad valorem 


25 per cent ad valorem 
and 72 cents per pair 


22 per cent ad valorem 
1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 

18 cents per 100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad valorem 


182 per cent ad valorem 


5 per cent ad valorem 
$1.50 per 196 Ib. 

25 per cent ad valorem 
25 per cent ad valorem 
25 per cent ad valorem 
40 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

15 per cent ad valorem 


Free 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


223 per cent ad valorem 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 
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Appendix [II—continued 


Articles 
Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 
Motor car parts 
Motor car tyres and tubes 


Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
similar oils, cotton seed, 
soya beans, etc. 


Oils: lubricating 
paints 
other 
Motor spirit, etc. 
Rice 
Soap, fancy 
Soap, common 
Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 
Tobacco, manufactured— 
cigars, cigarettes 
Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 


Tobacco, unmanufactured 
leaf-black 


Tobacco, leaf, other kinds 
Wood, lumber 


Preferential 
Tariff 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


20 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
60 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 

30 cents per gallon 

20 cents per gallon 

24 cents per gallon 

30 cents per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad valorem 
10 per cent ad valorem 
$3.00 per 100 Ib. 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


$4.00 per Ib. 
$4.00 per Ib. 
30 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$2.00 per 1,000 ft. 
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General 
Tariff 


$2.50 per 100 Ib. (con- 
taining less than 8 
per cent B.F.) 


30 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
72 cents per gallon 


35 cents per gallon 

36 cents per gallon 

30 cents per gallon 

40 cents per gallon 

50 cents per 100 Ib. 

22 per cent ad valorem 
15 per cent ad valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 
$2.25 per 100 lb. 
$5.00 per Ib. 


$4.80 per Ib. 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$3.00 per 1,000 ft. 


On the first 
On the next 


” 


” ” 99 7 
On the remainder 


” 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE OF RATES 


” 


APPENDIX IV 


AND ALLOWANCES 


~ 


. 


SSSSSSESSSSESS 


NNNN 


Rate 
on every Dollar 


3 cents - 
4 cents 
6 cents 
8 cents 
10 cents 
14 cents 
16 cents 
21 cents 
25 cents 
32 cents 
38 cents 
44 cents 
50 cents 
60 cents 
65 cents 


Tax 
$ 

15.00 
35.00 
65.00 
105.00 
155.00 
225.00 
305.00 
410.00 
535.00 
695.00 
1,645.00 
2,745.00 
3,995.00 
5,495.00 
8,745.00 


Company tax is at the rate of 37} per cent. 


Allowances 


British Subject 


Wife 
Child 


Dependent Relative 
Earned Income . 


Life Insurance 


$480 
$300 
$200 
$120 


= 


SSESESEEES . 


3 
ssssssssssss 


SNUPPLWNNE 


8 
Ss 


- 


Bo 
38 
38 


1/10th not exceeding $480 
Premiums not exceeding $1,200.00 
or 1/6th of the total income. 


APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


£ os 
Admission to act as a barrister. : F ; j F . 26 5 
Admission to act as a solicitor . ‘ : 5 > é . 15 15 
Affidavit or declaration in lieu thereof : 2 
Agreement under hand, when the puncte is of the value of es 
and not exceeding £25 ’ 1 
For each additional £25 or part theveck 
Agreement for the purchase of or otherwise dealing with ial estate 
phot such Porn or Realist is to ‘i carried out by eubseducnt 5 
Agreements not athbewise aac for . : 5 
Appraisement of goods, chattels, etc., over the ‘talue of £10 : : 2 
Assignment of property where the value does not exceed £50 . 2 
For every additional £50 or part thereof . : A . 2 
Bank cheques : : 
Bills of exchange and promissory notes: up to itiree days valghie: 
Bills of entry for goods imported through Post Office 
Bills one and promilseory notes—other kinds—not exceed 
ing 2 
Exceeding £1 and nt eicesiitia £10 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £75 . : 5 . 
Exceeding £75 and not exceeding £100 7 1 
For each additional £25 or part thereof eiceeding £100 
Bills of lading . : : zi s F é 
Bills of health . ° . ‘ 7 : : ‘ F : F 4 
Bills of sale absolute . . : : ‘ . i : ‘ 10 
Bills of sale by way of security. : é ‘ ‘ ‘ F 5 
Bonds for any sum not exceeding £1 . F 3 ; : - 5 
For each additional £50 or part thereof. é : 2 2 
Bottomry Bond ‘ ‘ i * ‘ ‘ 10 
Bond of indemnity, sum ‘iat specified . i : < 5 5 
Conveyance or transfer on sale of real property whee ihe amount or 
value does not exceed £10 é ‘ - 1 
Exceeding £10 and not ecceedinng £25 : . ; 7 2 
Exceeding £25 and not exceeding £50 : A F : 7 
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Appendix V—continued 
For each additional £50 or part thereof 


Certificates : 
Of admission to practice as notary . : 
Of landing of goods . 5 is - P 
Of naturalisation . é ‘ 2 P : 
Of birth, marriage or death ‘ - ‘ . : 


Custom ships’ manifests ey 

Customs bills of entry inwards . : 
Customs bills of entry for warehousing ‘ . 
Shipping bill . F ‘ 7 7 3 7 


Legacies: 

Where the legacy amounts to £50 and does not exceed £100 . 

For every additional £50 or part thereof . 7 : F 
Licence for marriage ‘ ‘ ‘ ee 
Mortgage of real property for every £100 or fractional pert . é 
Release of mortgage . Z 
Notarial act of any kind pet protest of a bill of echangs or 

promissory note . ‘ ‘ - - F 7 3 . 
Policy of insurance—life: 

For every £100 or part of amount insured . F : $ 
Policy of insurance—fire, etc. : 

For every payment by way of indemnity . : 7 ° 
Power of attorney or substitution : z ‘ : . ‘ 
Protest of any bill of exchange . F > . ‘ . - 
Receipt for the payment of £1 and upwards . * : . 7 


Probate of will and letters of administration (including issue of 
certificate) where personal estate— 


Does not exceed £50 ‘ - ‘ : 7 
Exceeds £50 and does not axcesd £100 F é ‘ : 
For every additional £100 or fractional part ‘ . 
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PART I 
Review of the Years 1962 and 1963 


BETWEEN January and October 1962 the Survey Department assisted 
the Admiralty and the Directorate of Overseas Surveys in the survey 
of the Grenadines. From this survey a general 1:25,000 map of the 
Grenadines will be produced. 


Government participated in a Conference held at Marlborough 
House, London, in May 1962, in which it was agreed that after the 
dissolution of the Federation of The West Indies, the smaller terri- 
tories of Barbados, the Leeward Islands (excluding the British Virgin 
Islands) and the Windward Islands would form a Federation on the 
lines proposed in the White Paper, Command 1746. A Resolution 
to this effect was passed in the local Legislative Council on 6th 
December 1962. A Regional Council of Ministers was established, 
and consideration of various aspects of the proposed Federation 
continued during 1963. 


With the generous assistance of the Canadian Government, work 
on the construction of a Deep Water Harbour commenced in 
September 1962. It is expected that this harbour, when completed, 
will provide berthing accommodation for two ocean-going ships with 
a draft of 30 feet, additional warehousing for cargo, and facilities 
for the shipment of bananas and other local produce. 


A Commission of Enquiry was appointed in August 1963 to 
enquire into, and report on, certain aspects of the Public Works 
Department. 


Sir Charles Maclean, Bt., Chief Scout of the British Common- 
wealth, visited the territory from 30th October to 1st November 
1963. 


In 1963 banana production began to climb once more and reached 
56,530,880 Ibs. for the first time, an increase of eight million pounds 
on the production for 1962. Windstorms and drought were the chief 
hazards to production. The use of irrigation by large plantations is 
increasing. 


Arrowroot production climbed sharply on land formerly devoted 
to sugar-cane cultivation. The supply exceeded the demand. It is 
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hoped that the vigorous efforts being made to find alternative buyers 

-and the cutting back of acreage will help to relieve the situation. 
Work on arrowroot breeding, financed by a Colonial Development 
and Welfare grant, was continued. 


Cotton, starchy root crops (yams, tannias, eddoes, dasheen, etc.) 
and cocoa recorded reasonable advances. Production of copra and 
coconuts, peanuts, cassava starch, and nutmegs and mace remained 
fairly constant. Sugar production ceased in 1962 when the Mount 
Bentinck sugar factory stopped operations. Sweet potato production 
continued at a highly satisfactory level and prices remained fair 
throughout. 


A list of Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes in progress 
is given on page 57. 


SOUTHERN GRENADINES DEPENDENCY 
Weather conditions were favourable permitting fair crops of corn, 
pigeon peas, sweet potatoes and sea island cotton to be harvested. 


PART II 
Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April 1960 showed the population of the colony to be 
79,948 (37,561 males and 42,387 females). 


Racial groups in April 1960 were as follows: 


Negro : : 26,188 30,019 56,207 
White ‘ . 901 939 1,840 
East Indian : 1,177 1,267 2,444 
Mixed ‘ ‘ 8,301 9,143 17,444 
Amerindian, Carib 621 644 1.265 
Other . : : 355 369 724 
Not stated F ‘ 18 6 24 

















Estimated Population at 

end of 1962... 39,080 44,272 83,352 
Estimated Foresite at 
' end of 196: . 40,338 44,981 85,319 


Tables of births and deaths and infant and maternal mortality are 
given on page 29. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


Agriculture is the chief occupation in the colony. The estimated 
numbers of workers in the main industries were as follows: 


Agriculture : F 3 : . é 14,800 
Manufacturing . . Fs ‘ 2,500 
Building and Road Construction 7 : a 4,500 
Transport and Communications . ; 3 1,000 
Trade and Commerce . ‘ : , ‘ 1,500 
Public and other Services. 5 ‘ : 2,500 
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Employment in agriculture is largely seasonal; during the crop 
season from November to May approximately 6,300 persons are 
employed on the 24 large estates and approximately 1,300 in fac- 
tories processing agricultural products. During the slack period from 
June to October the number of persons employed on the estates is 
reduced to about 2,900 and those in factories to less than 100. There 
is also under-employment throughout the year. 

In 1963, 290 agricultural workers were recruited for farm work in 
the United States and the U.S. Virgin Island of St. Croix, and 16 
women for domestic work in Canada, compared with 108 for farm 
work in the United States and 16 for domestic work in Canada in 
1962. - 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 


Agricultural Workers 
Men, $1.68 per day of 8 hours 
Women, $1.35 per day of 8 hours 
Industrial Workers 
Men, $1.80 per day of 8 hours 
Women, $1.44 per day of 8 hours 
Time and a half is paid to agricultural workers for time in excess 
of 8 hours and double time for work done on Sundays and public 
holidays. Time and a half is paid to industrial workers for time in 
excess of 8 hours and for work done on public holidays, and double 
time for work done on Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday, 
August Monday and Queen’s Birthday. 
Building and Road Construction 
Building: Men, $2.50 to $5.00 per day of 8 hours 
Road Construction: Men, $1.80 to $2.40 per day of 8 hours 
Women: $1.44 per day of 8 hours 
Transport and Communications 
Men, $12.00 to $15.00 per week (10 hours per day) 


Trade and Commerce 
Men, $11 00 to $20 00 per week and $44.00 to $80.00 per month 
Women, $9.50 to $12.00 per week and $38.00 to $48.00 per month 
Hotel and Personal Services 


Women, $10.00 to $15.00 per month with meals and $18.00 to $24.00 
per month without meals (10 hours per day). 


COST OF LIVING 


A budgetary survey was carried out under the auspices of the Federal 
Government of The West Indies, but figures from this survey are not 
yet available. 


\ 
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LABOUR ORGANISATION 
Department of Labour 


The staff at the end of December 1963 comprised the Labour 
Commissioner—who was responsible for the administration of the 
Department—one Labour Inspector, one senior clerk and two junior 
clerks. 


The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to supervise 
and review conditions of employment; to ensure the enforcement of 
labour legislation; to investigate all representations made by 
employer and workers with a view to settling disputes and improving 
labour relations; to visit the various places of employment, including 
factories; to study wage rates, hours of work and conditions of work 
and to study living conditions; to collect labour statistics, including 
cost-of-living statistics; to advise and assist trade unions in organisa- 
tion and trade union practice; to advise employers and workers on 
claims under the Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance; to advise 
Government in labour matters and generally to promote harmonious 
relations between employers and workers. In addition to the above, 
the Department is responsible for receiving applications in connec- 
tion with the Commonwealth Immigration Act 1962. 


Industrial Relations 


There were seven registered trade unions: the Federated Industrial 
and Agricultural Workers’ Union, the Teachers’ Union, the Civil 
Service Union, the Secondary Teachers’ Union, the United Workers’ 
Union, the National Workers’ Union and the Commercial, Technical 
and Allied Workers’ Union. 


Wages were fixed by Wages Councils for agricultural workers. 
Wages were also fixed by collective agreement for employees of 
Geest Industries Limited. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The legislation enacted during the period under review was as 
follows: 


The Agricultural Workers’ Wages Regulation Order 1963 
(S.R. & O. No. 31 of 1963). 


The Shops (Hours of Opening and Employment) Order 1963 
(S.R. & O. No. 8 of 1963). 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Revenue Revenue Expenditure Expenditure 
1962 1963 


ee ~~ 
Local. : : 3,956,353 4,193,236 
CD.&W. . . 674,310 300,521 
Grant-in-Aid . ‘ 1,114,000 979,883 
Oversea Service Aid. 19,920 21,955 


$5,764,583 $5,495,595 $ 


There were six main heads of revenue: 


$ 
5,276,968 
372,779 


22,828 
5,672,575 


A ies 
Customs and Excise . é . 2,298,644 2,386,526 
Other Duties . 3 ¥ 66,377 98,065 
Licences, etc. 120,642 123,809 
Taxes, etc. 809,454 868,890 
Fees, etc. . 318,006 384,003 
Post Office . 177, 627 175,986 
The following were the main heads of expenditure: 
i crag 

Administration 348,518 325,573 
Agriculture Fi 308,650 317,672 
Education . ‘ , ‘ . 1,004,586 1,060,343 
Medical . : 819,290 831,972 
Pensions 213,574 248,280 
Police ‘ 412,137 415,996 
Post Office 129,419 123,150 
Prisons : 86,661 85,155 
Public Works Department 181,198 188,894 

Public Works Recurrent * 556,851 536,691 
Public Works Extraordinary 73,023 124,931 


PUBLIC DEBT 


$ 
5,330,399 
383,991 


34,456 
$5,748,846 


The public debt as at 31st December 1963 stood at $1,838,349. This 
includes the St. Vincent Development Loan (1963) of $1,512,000 and 


the following local loan issues: 


Hydro-Electric Loan . 
Rural Water Supply Loan 
Water Supply Loan 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Statements of Assets and Liabilities for 1962 and 1963 are at Appen- 


dices II and IIA, pages 60 and 62. 
10 


$ 
82,500 
105,100 
82,500 
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MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
The main heads of taxation and the yields in 1962 and 1963 were: 


1962 1963 

$ $ 
Import Duties. 5 : . 1,790,084 1,837,658 
Export Duties ‘ Z 264,446 1931 
Excise Duties 244,114 274,937 
Licences 120,64: : 
Income Tax . : : 719,123 748,378 
Land and House Tax : ‘ : 52,522 82,957 
Estate Duties. 2 ‘ : 15,681 55,667 
Stamp Duties . : : - 50,696 42, 398 


Customs Duties 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are given in Appendix 
III, page 64. 


Excise Duties 


Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of $4.36 per 
proof gallon. A trade duty of $1.00 per liquid gallon is imposed on 
imported spirits—brandy, gin, whisky, rum and planters’ punch. 


Income Tax 


The minimum rate of income tax on individuals was three cents 
in the dolar and the maximum 65 cents. Companies paid tax at the 
rate of 40 cents on every dollar of chargeable income. A schedule 
of the income tax rates and allowances is given at Appendix IV, 
page 66. 

The number of assessments made in respect of the years 1962 and 
1963 was approximately: 


1962 1963 
Government Officers . ‘ B 2,003 2,252 
General Public . ‘ F ” 2,625 3,064 
Companies 46 49 


Income tax collections totalled $719, 123 in 1962 and $748,378 
in 1963. 


Stamp Duties 


The more important stamp duties are described at Appendix V, 
page 67. 


Land and House Tax 
Tax was assessed as follows: 
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Land 


St. Vincent—SO cents per acre or fractional part of an acre up to 
10 acres in any one block, and $1 per acre or fractional part of 
an acre for the next 90 acres; and $2 per acre for the next 400 
acres or part thereof; and $3 per acre or fractional part of an 
acre in excess of 500 acres. 

Bequia, Union Island and Mustique—25 cents per acre or frac- 
tional part of an acre up to 10 acres in any one block, and 
50 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre in excess of 
10 acres in any one block. 

Canouan—20 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre up to 
10 acres in any one block and 40 cents per acre or fractional 
part of an acre in excess of 10 acres in any one block. 

Mayreau, Petit St. Vincent, Balliceaux, Battawia, Petit Nevis, 
Savanne and Ile-4-Quatre—10 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre up to 10 acres in any one block and 20 cents per 
acre or fractional part of an acre in excess of 10 acres in any 
one block. 


House 


In St. Vincent, Union Island, Mustique, Canouan, Mayreau, Petit 
St. Vincent, Balliceaux, Battawia, Petit Nevis, Savanne and IIe-a- 
Quatre: 


Houses of an assessed annual rental: 


Not exceeding $25 50 cents per house 
Over $25 but not exceeding $30 70 ,, 55 55 
” $30 3 ” ” $35 90 ” ” ” 
” $35 ” ” ” $45 $1 15 ” ” ” 
” $45 ” ” ” $50 $1 40 ” ” ” 
ced $50 ” ” ” $60 $2.00 ” ” ” 
» $60 $75 $3.00 ,, _ 


» $75, Th per cent of the assessed annual rental. 


Houses of which the assessed annual rental is under $24, which 
are constructed of poles and thatch, or poles, thatch and wattles, 
and which are without wooden floors and wooden walls, are 
exempted from house tax if the person liable to pay does not own 
more than half an acre of land. 


These taxes are payable without penalty between Ist November 
and 31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total does not exceed 
$2.40, 24 cents where the total does not exceed $4.80, and at the 
rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstanding 
amounts are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and 
execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


THE currency notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency Board 
are legal tender. The Currency Board issues its own coins. The unit 
of currency is the dollar (B.W.I.) divided into 100 cents and ex- 
changeable with sterling at the rate of $4.80—£1 sterling. 


There are two commercial banks in the colony: branches of 
Barclays Bank D.C.O. and of the Royal Bank of Canada. 


Savings departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agri- 
cultural Credit and Loan Bank Limited, the St. Vincent Co-operative 
Bank Limited and the Government Savings Bank. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


Tue value of imports and exports for the years 1962 and 1963 is 
shown below: 


Domestic 
Imports Exports Re-Exports 
$ $ 
1962 : . 12,477,134 5,714,158 384,808 
1963 ‘ . 12,796,100 5,964,900 355,800 


Main Exports, 1962 and 1963 














7,477,496 7,174,034 







Bananas 48,779,099 | 56,433,106 
Copra 5,204,891 

Cassava starch 87,422 

Cotton, sea island 265,225 

Groundauts 212,156 

Livestock 











25,063 
1597334 
4,467,894 







89,698 


204,245 A 
125,528 


134,054 


7,9 


Nu 07,980 
4,171,803 


Potatoes, sweet 
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Main Imports, 1962 and 1963 

















Commodities 


$ 
Beer, ale and stout 
Margarine > 109°758 
Cheese ¢ ‘ ‘ 39,852 
Confectionery . . 77, 
Fish,salted,dried or smoked 241,328 
i . i 271,967 
Flour wheaten i 013 
Meat, salted and canned | 146,770 
Bacon and hams 42,323 
Milk condensed, etc. 247,977 
Tobacco, unmanufactured 14,898 
black feaf 
pepe unmanufactured 25,233 
Cigarettes 127,194 
Motor spirit . 283,374 
Soap, laundry 102,198 
Lumber 439,328 
Boots and shoes 284,84 
Cement 15, ee 1088 274,338 
Cotton piece goods” 6 | 
Art silk piece goods 110,989 
Glassware 41,021 
Manufacture of metals 374,698 
Base metals, iron and mire! 


Machinery 
Electrical apparatus 
Motor cars and trucks 
Apparel, all kinds 





rie) BSS 


Chapter 6: Production 
AGRICULTURE 


DurinG the period under review there was a marked increase in 
arrowroot production; a commendable increase in banana produc- 
tion of about eight million pounds; a heartening recovery in cotton 
though production is still very low, and encouraging increases in 
production of starchy roots (yams, tannias, eddoes, dasheens, etc.). 
Production of copra and coconuts, peanuts, cassava starch, nutmegs 
and mace remained fairly constant. Supplies of locally produced 
foods remained at a highly satisfactory level. 


Department of Agriculture 

There were no changes in staff. Six officers undertook study courses 
in the U.S.A. ranging from periods of 6-14 months and embracing 
mainly general agriculture, extension (advisory) work, animal hus- 
bandry, agronomy, agricultural engineering, and soil conservation. 
Much was learnt, and this territory is most grateful for the generosity 
of the United States Government through their A.I.D. Mission for 
the Eastern Caribbean in making these opportunities available. 
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Arrowroot 


Production of this crop rose steeply over the last two years, and 
the market prospects for 1964 are gloomy. As the production figures 
below show, growers responded admirably to the call for increased 
production. However, one of the largest users in the United States 
has given up arrowroot, and other users are not taking up as much 
as expected. Growers are thus faced with heavy financial losses: 

Unit 1960/61 1961/62 1962/63 
Arrowroot Flour Barrels 31,819 37,357 50,317 
Production (200 lb. each) 

The Co-operative Arrowroot Association cannot carry large stocks 
of arrowroot and the only solution in the face of market prospects 
appears to be a reduction in acreage planted. Strenuous efforts are 
being made to find alternative remunerative outlets, but so far the 
results have not been heartening. 


Bananas 


With the demise of the sugar industry and the fall in price and 
uncertainty of markets for arrowroot, growers turned more to 
bananas. Exports took an upward turn in 1962 and increased by a 
further eight million pounds in 1963. 

1961 1962 1963 
Production (Stems) 1,799,905 1,792,453 2,203,404 
Production (tons) 23,249 21,579 25,237 

This trend is very welcome. Windstorms, especially those of short 
but intense violence, experienced normally in June, continue to wreak 
havoc. The damage at this time decimates production when the price 
is best, and by the time production recovers it is already autumn 
when prices in the U.K. market begin to decrease. 


Following hurricanes Edith and Flora in 1963, application was 
made to, and approval granted by the United Kingdom Government 
for a free grant of $212,699 towards the cost of distributing 2,118 
tons of a 16:8:16 NPK mixed fertiliser at $127.00 per ton. While 
St. Vincent escaped the full fury of the winds, overall damage was 
surveyed at 30 per cent. Excessive rain caused serious losses of plant 
nutrients by leaching. This fertiliser was granted on the basis of 
500 Ibs. per acre. Growers of under 50 acres received fertiliser free 
of cost. Those over 50 acres had to pay 50 per cent of cost. This 
was a most helpful stimulus and one for which growers were truly 
grateful. As this first lot was received late in 1963 to be followed by 
a second lot early in 1964, the beneficial effects will be reflected in 
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the 1964 crop. The second lot of 2,118 tons, towards which a further 
grant of $189,960 was agreed by the United Kingdom Government, 
is to be similarly disposed of save that all under 50 acres will have 
to pay 25 per cent of cost, and all over 50 acres, 75 per cent of cost. 

The detailed surveys and field checks revealed the acreage to be 
8,470 instead of the previously estimated total of 6,000 acres. 

The present contract with the buyers, Geest Industries Ltd., and 
WINBAN, will terminate in 1964, when a new one will be negotiated. 

The new mixed fertiliser for St. Vincent will be a 12:4:30 NPK 
mixture. This was formulated as a result of several banana fertiliser 
experiments conducted by the Agronomist of the Regional Research 
Centre (U.W.I.), Trinidad, in collaboration with the local Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

More feeder road development is planned for 1964, and if areas 
of high potential are given priority, as they rightly should, the good 
effects of such capital expenditure are likely to be more quickly 
realised. St. Vincent still trails behind St. Lucia and Dominica in 
banana production, these two having produced 4.5 and 2.44 million 
stems respectively in 1963. 

Some ten estates have now bought irrigation equipment. This 
should enable successful cultivation of banana areas formerly 
plagued by a harsh dry season and is a progressive step to more 
intensive and controlled production. 


Cotton 


Production over the last three years is as follows: 
es 1961/62 1962/63 


White lint (1b.) 15,599 40,018 28,437 
Stained (1b.) 2,768 20,190 6,299 
Acreage 220 617 319 
White lint (Price/lb.) $1.28 $1.35 $1.45 


With the fall in price of arrowroot, the disappearance of cane and 
the potato crises of 1960 and 1961 fresh in mind, and the quite 
attractive price for the last and the coming crop, interest in cotton 
has mounted. 

This revival of interest is gratifying, as it is hoped to see the 
St. Vincent V.135 superfine sea island cotton re-established on a 
firm footing. Further, should production remain low, the spinners 
of superfine sea island, already few in number, are likely to give it 
up completely. Growers are therefore exhorted not to think of a 
mono-crop economy only, however attractive this may at times 
appear. The vulnerability of bananas has been manifested often 
enough over the last six to eight years. 

Pest control measures are well known and widely applied. A more 
assured future ought to result in even wider application. 
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Coconuts and other Oilseeds 

As before, coconuts and copra remained the island’s third leading 
export. Production was steady at about 3,000 tons per annum. 
Through the efforts of the Marketing Board a worthwhile trade is 
being built up in Canada and the United States of America. As a 
result 401,244 and 433,615 dried nuts were exported in 1962 and 
1963 respectively, as against only 72,729 in 1961. The demand is 
good but irregularity of shipping is a problem. 

Palm weevils continue to take a disturbing toll of young palms 
despite applications of aldrin. Endrin sprays are to be tried with 
caution. The nematode ‘Red Ring Disease’ has not spread much. 
All affected trees are promptly destroyed and no nuts from this 
affected area are used for seed. By this means it is hoped to contain 
the disease. The excellent environmental conditions result in healthy, 
vigorous palms which seem less susceptible. 

Despite the decimation of the Tobago coconut industry by hurri- 
cane Flora in 1963 the area market was again glutted and shipments 
had to be made to London at well below the prevailing area price. 


Sugar 

The island’s only sugar factory was closed down in 1962. This 
has been a heavy blow to the economy, and has put many people 
out of work. ‘ 


Cassava 


Despite fluctuating demand a fair level of production was main- 
tained. For exports, see page 13. 


Groundnuts 


Production continued to decline. This is due largely to stiff com- 
petition from African and Indian nuts in the Trinidad market. 


Other Food Crops 
The acreage devoted to food crops remained at much the same 
level, i.e. 7,000-10,000 acres, much of which lies fallow and is used 
for rough pasturage during the course of a year. Revised estimated 
production of the three main crops is: 
Million lb. 
Sweet Potatoes . ‘ : ‘ é , . . 


ams : s : : : 3 : ‘ 
Tannias, Dasheen and Eddoes : . ‘ ; 2.5 
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The Marketing Board continued to function well. Produce pur- 
chased locally by the Board amounted to $204,480 in 1963, as 
against $231,429 in 1962 and $146,001 in 1961. Exports of yams, 
tannias, mixed roots and pumpkins remained at a fair level, but the 
price of yams fe]l due to competition from yams now being exported 
by other territories, notably Barbados. 


Quantity (Ib.) Value ($) 
Exports 1961 1962 1963 1961 1962 1963 
Yams. . 219,545 400,307 484,720 10,956 20.096 25,919 
‘annias : / f x 
Eddoes. . 271,451 195.239 247570 19313 17,852 24,554 
Mixed Roots. 135,369 123,313 123,676 7,274 ~=Ss«6,396-~—s«6 308 
Pumpkins . 125,580 130,185 103321 2523 3,636 2,068 


Sweet potatoes, nutmegs and mace, cocoa, pigeon peas, avocado 
pears, tomatoes and farine made worthwhile contributions to the 
island’s export trade. Their value as exports, save for sweet potatoes, 
nutmegs and mace, are small when compared with their value and 
contribution as local supplementary food crops. Rejected green 
bananas also play a big part. 


Soil Conservation 


Soil and water conservation remained a top priority. Control of 
surplus run-off water from steeply sloping lands was the most urgent 
need, and silt-traps continue to answer this need. Whilst farmers 
remain conscious of the need for anti-erosion measures and co- 
operate well, a noticeable degree of laxity has prevailed since the 
advent of bananas. 

Contour banking, tie-ridging, vegetative grass barriers along the 
contour, diversion ditches, graded drains, silt-traps, strip-cropping 
and sowing steep lands to tree crops and pasture remain the chief 
measures. Of late terracing with a D-4 caterpillar crawler tractor, 
following the worthy example of the Geest estates in Dominica, has 
been tried. Results appear worthwhile and the future may witness 
wide adoption of this further measure against erosion. 


Fertilisers 


Fertiliser usage is widespread and ever increasing on nearly allt 
crops, including food crops. Complete mixed NPK fertilisers form 
the bulk of the imports of which the new recommendation is a 
12:4:30 mixture. Nitrogen is still required in substantial quantities. 

Imports for 1962 and 1963 were 4,813 and 5,793 tons respectively, 
of which 868 tons and 347 tons were sulphate of ammonia. 

In 1964 Esso Standard Oil Company plan to erect a bulk storage 
and blending plant in Kingstown. The ready availability of the 
fertiliser ought to increase usage further. 
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Leeward Land Settlement Estates 


Little development work took place during the period under 
review, save for the extension of coconut fields at Richmond and of 
the area devoted to Pangola grass. Otherwise work was of a routine 
nature aimed at maintaining and consolidating the development 
work of the previous ten years. 

. The decline in banana production was arrested, but windstorm 
dainage is a great obstacle to substantial increase. At Wallilabou 
the maturing cacao trees have necessitated removal of more and 
more bananas, hence production is relatively static. 

Banana production for the three crop years ending 30th June 1963 


was as follows: 
Production in Stems 
1960/61 1961/62 1962/63 
Richmond Vale . ; 25,442 27,206 22,943 
Wallilabou z . 17,049 14,704 11,648 


There are now some 160 acres established in high yielding clones 
and hybrid seedlings of cacao, the older plantings of which continue 
to yield heavily at well over 1,000 lbs. to the acre. The serious drop 
in the price of cocoa will deal a hard blow to the earnings of these 
estates. Fortunately the prevailing local price is still quite good as 
demand is abreast of supply. 


Richmond Vale Wallilabou 
Sales of Cocoa $ WI. $ WI. 
1960/61 10,119 10,722 
1961/62 13,338 11,939 
1962/63 17,694 17,533 


The nutmegs on the estates, especially at Wallilabou, are valuable: 
income earners. Nutmeg and mace sales from Wallilabou were as 
follows: 

1961/62 1962/63 
$4,367 $2,682 

Some cotton is still planted and this will be greatly increased in 
the 1964 season at Wallilabou. The cassava crop is adjusted to 
prevailing demand and is useful in running-in the factories prior to 
the start of the arrowroot crop. Copra yields continue to increase 
as further areas come into bearing. 


Richmond Vale Wallilabou 
Copra Production (tons) (tons) 
1960/61 164.16 35.18 
1961/62 167.50 30.90 
1962/63 173.70 31.80 


The limited plantings of Robusta coffee are doing well. Nutmeg 
acreage is being extended and a small trial is also being made with 
blackpepper. Citrus cultivation is also being extended, mainly grape- 
fruit for local consumption. 
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The upgrading of the unselected Zebu herd continues and results 
to date have been excellent. For the first time in St. Vincent one 
can see what is very representative of beef cattle. The graded Neltrop 
herd on rotationally grazed Pangola is most exemplary and is 
arousing much interest in this very valuable grass. It is planned to 
back-cross the Indian Brahman cattle in order to realise the benefit 
of the hybrid vigour in the crosses. This will mean maintaining two 
small purebred herds of Neltrop and Brahman, but one private estate 
keeps pure Indian Cattle and the Land Settlement Estates will there- 
fore need to maintain one pure bred herd only. 

The audited accounts for the year ending 30th June 1963 showed 
a net profit of $5,914 as against net losses of $8,170 and $5,789 in 
1961 and 1962 respectively. These losses have not only been due to 
severe windstorms of short duration experienced largely in June/July, 
which have ravaged near-harvest stands of bananas, but also to the 
heavy rate at which a loan for cocoa development is being amortized, 


Arrowroot production for the past two crops was: 
Richmond Vale . : 1,771 2,178 
Wallilabou : ‘ 67 092 

Unit of production in the barrel—200 Ibs. net. 


In the face of adverse financial outturns, the Land Settlement and 
Development Board had to keep bonus payments at the three, five 
and eight per cent level for wage earners (depending on the number 
of days worked) and 5 per cent of annual salary to staff. Bonus pay- 
ments amounting to $8,500, $10,000 and $7,000 were made in 1961, 
1962 and 1963 respectively. 

The 16 leasehold holdings comprising 70 acres continue to operate 
satisfactorily though the recent situation of the arrowroot market 
will result in hardships. Fortunately the price of cotton is good and 
this area is prime cotton land. The Board continues to advance credit 
to these tenants. 

Both estates have recently acquired irrigation equipment which 
should help them with their dry season problems. Their banana pro- 
duction should increase. 


LIVESTOCK 


Patronage at all six stud centres remained at a fair level. Full use is 
still desirable in order to justify the cost of this service. The improve- 
ment in type and breed is most noticeable and commendable. 

Poultry rearing is now well established and so is the supply of 
pedigree stock, hence the deep litters at the centres, having served 
their purpose, were discontinued. 
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Progress with Pangola grass is steady though not at the rate 
desired. 

Sixteen valuable Holstein cattle were received as a gift from Heifer 
Project Incorporated of the United States of America. This gift is 
deeply appreciated. 

The annual district stud centre livestock field days were held and 
were well attended. Farmers are slowly beginning to take pride in 
showing off their stock and in rubbing shoulders with their fellows. 

The perennial problems of worms, lice, ticks, parturition and post- 
parturition troubles, general mineral deficiency, mange, mastitis, 
pneumonia and a variety of mechanical injuries, as well as rough 
handling still remain, but good inroads were made against them. 
Better feeding, breeding, handling and housing continue to be 
stressed. There were no outbreaks of notifiable diseases for the period 
under review. 

Exports of sheep and goats kept up, but the imposition of an 
import head tax of $2.00 by the Trinidad Government dampened 
interest somewhat. 


Exports of Livestock 
1961 1962 1963 
$ $ $ 
Goats : . F 16,338 9,115 6,537 
Sheep : : ‘ 37,535 25,441 20,965 
Pigs : : 70 45 — 
Horses 5 : : 2,000 _— 3,000 
Asses and Mules ‘ 140 80 180 
Poultry , : ‘ 291 124 96 











$56,374 $34,805 $30,778 











FORESTRY 

During late 1962 the services of a trained Forest Supervisor were 
secured to take over the Forestry Division and implement the new 
Forestry Development Scheme DS005. The Forestry staff now com- 
prise a Forest Supervisor, a Forest Ranger, a Crown Lands Bailiff, 
10 Forest Guards, and a Crown Lands Ranger in the Grenadines. 
The staff supervise and control Crown Land tenants and wood- 
cutters according to Crown Land Regulations. 

The Crown Lands Bailiff attended to the collection of rents and 
the prosecution of offenders. Collections for the five years 1959-63 
have been: 


$ 
1959 F : . 8,207 
1960 F : . 7,737 
1961 : : F 8,183 
1962 ; ; 6,720 


1963 j : : 8,537 
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Under the new Forestry Development Scheme a survey of Crown 
Land Boundaries has been started. Progress to date has been satis- 
factory. Nurseries for the production of useful forest trees have 
been started at seven sites. A modest start has been made with re- 
afforestation. To date 23 acres have been sown to mahogany, teak, 
red cedar, Honduras pine, and blue mahoe. The aim for future plant- 
ings is 50 acres per annum. 


The 35 acres of mixed white cedar and West Indian mahogany at 
Camden Park have been thinned and pruned; 15 acres of mahogany 
at Fairhall have been treated likewise. 


Enumeration surveys of natural stands in Crown Forests have been 
started. 


FISHERIES 


The fish-collecting station in Canouan was re-opened in January 
1962 and by the end of the year 45,354 Ib. of fish were purchased. 
In 1963, the station operated from January to April only, during 
which period 11,971 lb. of fish were bought for $3,175. Much diffi- 
_ culty was experienced in selling this fish both locally and in the 
neighbouring islands. In 1962, 27,171 Ib. were sold to St. Lucia and 
Dominica. 


In 1962 an auxiliary sloop was purchased and converted for use 
as a fisheries boat with an insulated hold. This boat was used prin- 
cipally for conveying ice to Canouan and fish from Canouan to 
St. Lucia, Dominica, and St. Vincent. 


Recorded fish landings in 1962 and 1963 were 309,878 lb. and 
411,669 lb. valued at $110,221 and $138,459 respectively, as against 
290,107 Ib. valued at $112,114 in 1961. As before, these landings 
represent approximately 50-60 per cent of the total take, as much 
fish is still sold outside of established fish markets. 


Ninety-five blackfish and 10 sperm whales and 422 blackfish and 
12 sperm whales were taken in 1962 and 1963 respectively. Two 
thousand one hundred and forty-nine and 2,559 gallons of sperm 
whale oil and 1,389 and 6,113 gallons of blackfish oil were extracted 
in 1962 and 1963 respectively. 


Approximately 44,810 Ib. and 206,640 Ib. of blackfish meat and 
50,540 Ib. and 61,380 lb. of sperm whale meat were sold for human 
consumption in 1962 and 1963 respectively. The greatly increased 
catches of blackfish in 1963 were the result of the use of an impro- 
vised gun which extended range and accuracy. 

The market for these whale oils is still depressingly slow and 
unattractive. 
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Loans to fishermen and fishermen’s societies for purchasing 
engines, fishing gear and tackle amounted to $28,379 for the period 
under review. These loans are repayable in five years. Interest is at 
5 per cent per annum. Total repayments were $9,865.94. 


CO-OPERATIVES DIVISION 


This Division was established in 1958. Since then 15 societies have 
been registered with a total membership of 1,562. Below is a table 
giving types of societies in existence as at 31st December 1963, their 
membership, share capital, deposits and reserve funds. 


Shares and Reserve 
Classification No. Membership Panes oe 
Thrift and Credit: 3 
(a) Credit Unions . 7 826 24,510.13 1,166.85 
(6) Other. : 1 482 21,989.78 1,086.68 
Marketing 3 115 5,248.24 867.77, 
Fishermen 4 139 1,157.59 199.35 


15 1,562 52,905.74 3,320.65 


4-H MOVEMENT 


This Movement was resuscitated in 1961 with the assistance of a 
Rural Youth and Extension Adviser from the United States A.I.D. 
Mission to the Eastern Caribbean, under their technical assistance 
programme. Having put the movement on a sound footing, the 
Adviser has left, and the work is being carried on by a member of 
the Agricultural Department staff whose sole responsibility is the 
promotion and supervision of 4-H work in the island. He is assisted 
by the Home Economics Adviser of the Education Department. 

There are 13 clubs with a membership of 375 and 42 voluntary 
leaders. Projects are of an individual and group nature and include: 
vegetable, banana and livestock ones. Training is given priority. 
Private and Government support has been encouraging. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


Tue Minister for Social Services is responsible for the formulation 
and direction of educational policy. The Education Department staff 
consists of an Education Officer and Chief Inspector of Schools, two 
Inspectors of Schools and three clerks. The Executive Council is the 
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governing body of the two Government Secondary Schools, which 
have a teaching staff of 27 members (Graduates and non-Graduates). 
There are 841 teachers (including the supernumeraries who work as 
substitute-teachers) in the primary schools. 


Primary Schools 


Primary education, which is free but not compulsory, is provided 
for children from 5 to 15 years of age in 55 elementary schools. 
These schools, a Government junior fee-paying school and a number 
of private primary schools are all co-educational. Government pro- 
vides 34 elementary schools and pays teachers’ salaries and pensions 
and provides a limited amount of free furniture, books, stationery 
and materials in 22 assisted (or Denominational) schools. 

The curriculum in primary schools consists of oral and written 
English, arithmetic, history, and geography, biology and rural science, 
religious knowledge, hygiene and physical training. Music and sing- 
ing, woodwork, domestic science and needlework are done in certain 
schools. 

A Primary School-Leaving Examination is held annually for the 
sixth standard pupils and successful candidates are awarded a School- 
Leaving Certificate. This is accepted as minimum standard for 
recruitment of supernumerary or first year pupil teachers, shop 
assistants, etc. 

Satisfactory progress in the teaching of infants and juniors con- 
tinues to be made as a result of in-service training of infant and 
junior school teachers. 

Rural science and gardening have been re-introduced into the 
curriculum of the senior sections of the primary schools, and the 
teaching of music has been begun since the appointment of a Music 
Officer in the Department. 

The school enrolment at the end of 1963 was 24,009 and the 
average attendance was: girls 9,646 and boys 9,757. 

Under the school building programme financed by a Colonial 
Development and Welfare grant, three new schools capable of 
accommodating approximately 1,100 children were brought into use. 

Dried skimmed milk, the gift of UNICEF, and food yeast biscuits 
purchased by the Government of St. Vincent, were supplied daily to 
about 5,000 needy children in Government and Assisted primary 
schools. 

Games equipment is provided, and the children take part in 
organised competitions conducted annually for cricket and netball 
trophies. 
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Secondary Schools 


Secondary education for 11-19 year olds is offered in two Govern- 
ment schools—one for boys and one for girls. These are fee-paying 
schools, but Government’s contribution to the expenses of these 
schools far exceeds the amount of fees collected. 

There are also several secondary fee-paying schools which are 
conducted under private ownership. Government aids five of these 
schools. 

Admission to the secondary schools is based on entrance examina- 
tions. In the Government secondary schools several free places are 
held by winners of scholarships awarded annually by Government, 
the Municipality of Kingstown, religious denominations, various 
organisations and individuals, and of internal exhibitions offered by 
Government. The secondary schools have no boarding accommoda- 
tion. 

At the end of 1963 there were 570 pupils in the two Government 
secondary schools and 771 in the private secondary schools. 

Secondary school education leads to the General Certificate of 
Education “O” and “A” levels. One pupil from the Government 
secondary school for girls, who reached University standard and 
took first place at the 1963 Cambridge Higher School Examination, 
has been awarded the St. Vincent Island Scholarship offered bienn- 
ially and tenable at any recognised British or Commonwealth 
University. 

In 1962 and 1963, 227 candidates sat the Cambridge School Cer- 
tificate Examination and 156 were successful. During the same period 
39 candidates sat the Higher School Certificate Examination and 24 
were successful. 


Teacher Training 


There is no college in St. Vincent for the training of teachers, but 
it is the custom to send two or three teachers annually for training 
at Erdiston College, Barbados. 

There are four teacher-training centres at which pupil teachers are 
prepared for work in primary schools. Pupil teachers receive a two- 
year course in academic and professional subjects for their final 
pupil teacher examination. Student teachers, i.e. those who have 
completed satisfactorily the pupil teachers’ course, receive a two-year 
course in academic subjects at evening, Saturday and vacation classes 
for the G.C.E. examination. Probationers, i.e. holders of the G.C.E. 
or School Certificate, are given a one-year course in professional and 
other subjects such as woodwork, home economics, rural science 
and music for the local teachers’ certificate examination. 
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Eight-week workshop courses are arranged from time to time for 
experienced certificated teachers. 


Adult Education 

An extra-mural tutor from the University of the West Indies, who 
resides in Grenada, is in charge of the extra-mural work. During the 
period under review, seminars and classes in drama, government, 
social work, English, mathematics, physics, current affairs, music 
and psychology were organised and held. The Government of 
St. Vincent gives a grant towards extra-mural work. 

The Department of Education continued to conduct evening 
classes for the training of teachers and other persons in academic 
and practical subjects. Many of these sat the Cambridge School 
Certificate Examination and were successful. 

Vocational training in handcrafts is given by instructresses at eight 
centres. Tuition is free. 


Library Services 
The St. Vincent Public Library continued to try to meet the 
demands made on its services by members of the community. 


Circulation 

During the years 1962 and 1963, 70,207 books were issued in the 
adult and juvenile lending libraries. This was less than that of the 
two previous years. Despite these figures the library was extensively 
used. 


Membership 

At the end of 1963 the total number of adult borrowers registered 
with the Public Library was 4,308 and the number of juvenile was 
3,914. At the end of 1961 there had been 3,598 adult and 3,209 
juvenile. 


Bookstock 

Five thousand, three hundred and sixty-three books were added 
to stock during this period, 408 were sent to be bound, and a number 
which were unfit for general circulation were discarded. 


Staff 
The staff of the Public Library consisted of five members. The 
performed creditable service during this period despite adverse con- 
ditions. There is, however, great need for more staff to cope with 

the increasing demands made on the service. 


Rural Development 
The branch libraries have shown that there is a great demand for 
books which is only partially satisfied. 
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HEALTH 

Staff . 

The Medical Department is under the control of the Senior 
Medical Officer. The establishment of the Colonial Hospital (includ- 
ing the Extension Hospital for Infectious Diseases) was one resident 
surgeon, one physician, one house physician, one matron, one 
assistant matron and sister tutor, 35 nursing staff, three male nurses, 
50 student nurses and other ancillary staff. The District Services and 
rural hospitals have an establishment of eight medical officers, two 
dental surgeons, 21 district nurses—midwives and health nurses, 
under the supervision of a superintendent (four of these have been 
trained in public health nursing and two hold the R.S.H. Certificate), 
ten dispensers, three staff nurses and 12 public health inspectors, 
under the supervision of a superintendent. The Central Institutions 
have an establishment of five dispensers, four student dispensers and 
four charge nurses. 

Throughout 1962 and 1963 there were three vacant posts for 
medical officers. 

Two Government dental surgeons provided dental care at Clinics 
in the Colonial Hospital and rural dispensaries. as 

An ophthalmic service was provided by the surgeon and an 
optometrist. 


Institutions 

The Colonial Hospital of 210 beds provided medical and surgical 
in-patient facilities for the whole of St. Vincent. 

The Extension Hospital of 50 beds for tuberculosis and other 
infectious diseases continued to function normally. 

An isolation block of ten beds was added to the Mental Hospital 
in 1962 and the average daily bed occupancy state of the hospital 
was 131 in 1963. 

The Lewis Punnett Home for the Aged Poor continued to accom- 
modate a large number of infirm and chronically ill persons among 
its inmates. 

The Leper Asylum had a daily average of 11 patients during 1963. 

Admissions, discharges and deaths in these institutions were as 
follows: 


1962 1963 
Admitted Discharged Died Admitted Discharged Died 


Colonial Hospital ‘ 4 He 3,822* 175 4,197 4,015 155 

Extension Hospital . 49* 7 34 29 4 

Mental Hospital . ‘ age 65* 9 60 4 

Lewis Punnett Home for 20 2 18 32 9 21 
the Aged Poor. 

Leper Asylum * 1 1 2 1 —_ 


*Including number re-admitted Ist January 1962 
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District Services 


The rural districts were served by 24 dispensaries, and by the 
casualty hospitals, with a total capacity of 20 beds, situated in 
Georgetown, Chateaubelair and Bequia. 


Maternal and child health clinics were held in Kingstown by the 
superintendent health nurse and the senior health nurse, and in the 
various rural areas by the district nurses. The health nurses visit 
all districts and supervise the work in the various clinics. 


Repeated home visits were made by district nurses who in the 
course of these visits advised mothers on general health problems, 
the care and feeding of infants and children, cleanliness and segrega- 
tion of infectious cases. 


Deserving cases among infants, nursing and expectant mothers 
and pre-school children received free rations of UNICEF dry skim 
milk under the Milk Feeding Programme. 


Public Health 


Despite inadequate housing, unemployment and a low standard 
of environmental sanitation, there was no evidence of frank mal- 
nutrition among the general population and no epidemics occurred. 


The increased number of public baths and latrines, the improve- 
ment in the type of school latrines, and the provision of latrine units 
for sale to householders at a very low cost are results of the pro- 
gramme for the improvement of environmental sanitation which has 
been in progress since 1960 through funds from a Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare scheme, local funds for payment of staff, and 
assistance from UNICEF and World Health Organisation. 


Yellow Fever. The Aedes Aegypti mosquito continued to be preva- 
lent in the Grenadines but there was no evidence of its reappearance 
in the island. 


Smallpox. The vaccination of all infants was continued as a routine 
measure. 


Tuberculosis. Measures against tuberculosis were confined to the 
treatment of cases and tuberculin testing and B.C.G. vaccination of 
case contacts. 


Malaria. No cases were reported. 
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Poliomyelitis. An anti-poliomyelitis vaccination campaign was 
launched during July and September 1963 when Sabin oral polio 
vaccine was fed in two phases to children between the ages of four 
months and 14 years. It was estimated that nearly 100 per cent. of 
the population in the age groups four months to 14 years were 
protected with two doses of the vaccine. One case of poliomyelitis 
was reported in 1962 and one in 1963. 


Special Health Projects 


The Supplementary Milk Feeding Programme sponsored by 
UNICEF is still in progress. 


Sanitary Services 


The sanitary services were maintained throughout the period. 
Routine measures, scavenging Kingstown and its suburbs, drainage, 
filling cesspits, etc., were carried out. Existing public and school 
latrines were maintained in a sanitary condition and rural springs 
and wells were serviced and protected. 


Vital Statistics 
Population, Births and Deaths in 1962 and 1963 
Birth Death 
Mean Live Rate Total Rute 
Year Population Births per1,000 Deaths per 1,000 
1962 82,689 3,727 45.1 957 11.6 
1963 84,335 3,637 43.1 1,006 11.9 
Infant and Maternal Mortality, 1962 and 1963 
Infant Maternal 
Infant Mortality Still Maternal Mortality 
Year Deaths Rate Births Deaths Rate 
per 1,000 per 1,000 
1962 342 91.8 72 5 1.3 
1963 352 96.7 85 7 1.9 
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HOUSING 


Housing development in St. Vincent continues to make slow progress 
and to improve by the co-operation of private enterprise and 
Government-aided schemes. 


' Through private enterprise, a total of 1,138 building applications 
was approved for erecting new houses and making additions or 
alterations to existing buildings. 


_ Under Government-aided schemes, financed from local funds, 
families continue to receive assistance to erect new buildings or to 
improve existing buildings. Financed also from local funds, two 
concrete block buildings with water closet and bath, two bedrooms 
and kitchen, all on one floor, were nearing completion at the end 
of 1963. 


Schemes financed from Colonial Development and Welfare funds 
were making very good progress. Seventeen two-bedroom houses 
for low income group families were practically completed. Nine 
one-bedroom houses built in 1960 were increased in size by the 
addition of another bedroom and kitchen, and ceiled throughout. 


All houses now under construction are being built of concrete 
blocks, with concrete floors throughout, ceiled and covered with 
galvanized iron sheets. 


Two new villages in rural areas have been established and 
developed. Roads have been built and water installed. Families are 
being assisted with building materials either to build new houses or 
to remove and re-erect houses on the building lots laid out. 


.. It can be happily recorded that in St. Vincent, at the present time, 
the old squatter system of housing labourers on estate lands is fast 
being replaced by the establishment of village rehabilitation schemes 
sponsored by Government, whereby families are assisted to own their 
building lots and houses. The results of this effort by Government 
have created a more satisfied and contented labourer who no longer 
lives in fear of being evicted by estate owners. 


Because of the very high financial implications, slum clearance in 
the Capital Town has not received the attention it deserves. How- 
ever, conditions have not worsened, particularly because there has 
not been any alarming migration from rural to urban areas. 


There is no doubt that conditions in St. Vincent have improved, 
‘but there is still a large percentage of the population living under 
insanitary conditions. These families belong to the very low income 
group, and are unable to obtain assistance from private finance 
agencies. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


IMPORTANT legislation enacted during the years 1962 and 1963 
included the following Ordinances: 


1962 


No. 1. The Law Revision Ordinance makes provision for the 
preparation, printing, publication, coming into force and legal 
validity of a Revised Edition of the Laws of St. Vincent. 

No. 8. The Kingstown Board (Amendment) Ordinance provides for 
the annual retirement of one member for each ward in place of the 
biennial retirement of the whole Board, thereby ensuring a great 
measure of continuity and the preservation of men of experience on 
the Board. 

No. 10. The Development Loans (United Kingdom Government) 
Ordinance provides for the raising of loans from Her Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom for the purposes of develop- 
ment. 

No. 11. The General Local Loan Ordinance declares the terms and 
conditions applicable to local loans authorised to be raised by the 
Government of St. Vincent. 

No. 12. The Overseas Service Ordinance ratifies and confirms the 
Overseas Service Agreement signed between Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the Government of St. Vincent in 1961. 

No. 13. The Cocoa (Cess) Ordinance imposes a cess on the expor- 
tation of cocoa, the funds from which are to be expended in the 
financing of a cocoa replanting programme. 

No. 18. The Small Debts (Amendment) Ordinance increases the 
jurisdiction of Magistrates in the case of contracts from $96 to 
$250, and in the case of torts from $48 to $125. 

No. 19. The Fishing Industry Ordinance makes provision for 
assisting the Fishing Industry in St. Vincent. 


1963 


No. 3. The Legislative Council (Elections) (Amendment) Ordinance 
makes provision for the appointment of scrutineers to accompany 
enumerators in the registration of electors, makes voting by members 
of the Police Force more convenient, and provides that election 
publications should contain the names and addresses of the printers 
and publishers. 
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No. 6. The Law Reform (Tortfeasors) Ordinance amends the law 
relating to proceedings against and contribution between tortfeasors. 

No. 7. The Law Reform (Contributory Negligence) Ordinance pro- 
vides for the apportionment of liability in cases of contributory 
negligence. 

No. 11. The Co-operative Societies Ordinance replaces the existing 
law with more up-to-date legislation. 

No. 12. The Investment in St. Vincent Government Securities 
Ordinance replaces Chapter 102 of the Laws of St. Vincent enacted 
in 1902. 

No. 13. The Loan (Development) Ordinance provides for the raising 
of a loan in the United Kingdom in the sum of $1,440,000.00 for 
development purposes. 

No. 14. The Hotels Aid (Amendment) Ordinance increases to ten 
years the tax holiday period enjoyed by hoteliers. 

No. 15. The Kingstown Board (Amendment No. 2) Ordinance makes 
provision for the revision of the electors’ roll of the town and for 
the presentation and trial of election petitions. 

No. 19. The Jury (Amendment) Ordinance provides for the prepara- 
tion and revision of the Jury Lists by a panel consisting of a Magis- 
trate and two assessors instead of by the Registrar as in the past. 

No. 20. The Windward Islands Banana Insurance (Amendment) 
Ordinance makes better provision for the insurance of banana plants. 

No. 22. The Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance replaces the 1939 
Ordinance of the same name with more modern provisions. 

No. 23. The Coroners’ Ordinance replaces the 1904 Ordinance of 
the same name with more up-to-date provisions. 

No. 24. The Aid to Pioneer Industries (Amendment) Ordinance 
increases from five to ten years the relief from customs duties and 
from income tax enjoyed by pioneer manufacturers. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The 
Supreme Court has civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matter in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 

The colony is divided into three Magisterial Districts. The First 
Magisterial District consists of that part of St. George’s Parish which 
lies to the west of the Great Head or Warrawarrou River, and the 
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Parishes of St. Andrew, St. Patrick and St. David. The Second 
Magisterial District consists of the whole island of St. Vincent 
exclusive of that portion thereof which comprises the First District. 
The Third Magisterial District consists of all the Grenadine Islands 
included in the Government of St. Vincent. 


There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of District I, 
the second being the Magistrate of Districts II and III and the third 
being the Additional Magistrate of the colony, whose substantive 
post is Registrar of the Supreme Court. The Legal Assistant is also 
an additional Magistrate for the colony. 


The local system of law enforced by the colony falls under two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by legislation, Imperial Orders 
in Council, etc., and the common law of England together with the 
practice and procedure of the High Court of Justice for the time . 
being in force in England, wherever local law is silent or deficient, 
as well as legislation by reference as obtains in probate divorce and 
matrimonial causes. 


Supreme Court 


(a) Original Jurisdiction. The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England, 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided 
for by local legislation. All appeals are subject to the jurisdic- 
tion of the British Caribbean Court of Appeal and thence to 

_ the Privy Council. 


(b) Summary Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines without 
a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, 
in which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount of value 
does not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possess- 
ion where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this 
Court lies to the British Caribbean Court of Appeal. 


(c) Criminal Jurisdiction. In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognizance of all treasons, felonies, misdemean- 
ours and offences committed in the colony or within three 
miles of any of the shores of the colony; and of all treasons, 
felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried, 
and determined in the Court under and by any Imperial 
Statute now or hereafter to be passed for the purpose. Appeal 
lies to the British Caribbean Court and thence to the Privy 
Council. 
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Magistrates’ Court 

(a) Criminal Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines all com- 
plaints or informations for summary offences. 

(0) Civil Jurisdiction. The Court determines all actions of contract 
or tort other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed 
or value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of 
account or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of 
contract not more than £52 1s. 8d. ($250) and in the case of 
actions of tort not more than £26 Os. 10d. ($125); for damages 
for detention of, and/or for the recovery of any chattel or 
thing which is not more than £20 ($96) and in cases for the 
recovery of possession where the value does not exceed £20 
($96); and generally in all other matters in which jurisdiction 
is by any law expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the 
Peace. An appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


POLICE 
Organisation and Establishment 
The Chief of Police is in command of the Fuice: 


The authorised establishment and strength for the years 1962 and 
1963 are as set out below: 


Establishment Strength 
1962 196. 1 196. 


3 962 3 

Chief of Police : ‘ 1 1 1 1 
Deputy Superintendent . 1 1 1 1 
Assistant Supe anneal: 1 1 1 1 
Inspectors. 4 4 4 
Station Sergeants . : 5 5 5 5 
Sergeants : 5 10 10 10 10 
Corporals. ‘ : 28 28 28 28 
Constables. 135 135 135 135 
Woman Police Corporal | 1 1 1 1 
Woman Police Constables 2 2 2 2 
188 188 188 188 


Recruitment and Training 


In 1962, 17 recruits were enlisted in the Force and went through 
a six-month course of training covering all aspects of police duties. 
In 1963, 13 recruits were enlisted. 

The Regional Police Training Centre in Barbados continues to 
function. One n.c.o.’s course and one senior constables’ course were 
held during the period under review. Four n.c.o.s and four con- 
stables attended these courses. 
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Transport 


. The department has three Land Rovers, two Bedford vans, one 
Commer van, five motor cycles and one Jaunch. 


Communications 


Police Headquarters has a V.H.F. network of radio telephones 
with two repeater stations for providing island-wide coverage. There 
are ten fixed stations and six mobile units on the mainland, and three 

fixed stations in three islands of the Grenadines. It is proposed to 
continue expanding the system by installing additional stations in 
- other police stations. 


Immigration 


The immigration services are controlled by the Chief of Police. 
The total number of immigrants in 1962 was 17,707 and in 1963, 
19,345. The total number of emigrants in 1962 was 19,100 and in 
1963, 20,009. 


The number of persons who migrated to Britain in 1962 and 1963 
was as follows: 


1962 1963 

Students 7 - ‘ : 7 66 28 

Seeking employmen : . ‘ 599 483 

Visitors i . 5 2 2 60 75 

725 586 

Traffic Branch 

The number of vehicles registered in 1962 and 1963 was as follows: 

: 1962 1963 

Private Cars . ; ? ; : 870 971 

Hired Cars. é ‘ , : 160 177 

Trucks 3 & . ‘ . 297 320 

Buses 105 113 

Jeeps . 2 3 : : 125 134 

Motor Cycles : d : ‘ 406 442 

Hearses 2 2 

Trailers 50 52 

Tractors 40 41 
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Botanic Gardens: founded 1765 





Contoured field at Westwood Estate with Khus-khus grass barriers 
at 20 ft. vertical intervals 
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Leeward Land Settlement Estates: 15-month heifers and steers at 
Richmond Vale Estate on Pangola pasture 
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Town Hall at Calliaqua: opened in 1963 











New Bridge at Lower Bay Street, Kingstown: opened in 1963 
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Fire Brigade 

The Police are responsible for maintenance of the fire fighting. 
services, and the establishment for this purpose was one Inspector 
and nineteen other ranks for both years 1962 and 1963. 


In 1962 there were 19 fires, two of which were serious, and the 
total damage was estimated at $35,960. During 1963 there were 21 
fires, one of which was regarded as serious, and the total damage 
was estimated at $74,094. 


Members of the Volunteer Fire Brigade continue to give excellent. 
service. 


Auxiliary Police 

The Auxiliary Police (part-time) has an establishment of five 
officers, four warrant officers, and 131 other ranks. They help the 
Police greatly in carrying out their numerous functions. 


Sports 

Members of the Police Force are provided with amenities for 
sports and recreation from departmental sources. Games such as 
table tennis, billiards, basket ball and cards were also played. The 
annual inter-Windward Islands athletic meeting took place in 
Grenada in 1962 and in St. Vincent in 1963. 


Inquests, etc. 

In 1962, 36 deaths were investigated by the Police, and reports. 
and statements forwarded to the Coroner. Three inquests were held. 
In 1963, 35 deaths were investigated by the Police, and reports and 
statements forwarded to the Coroner. Seven inquests were held. 


Local Forces 


The St. Vincent Grammar School Cadet Corps is comprised of 
two officers and 50 other ranks. 


¢ 1962 and 1963 


St. Vincent 
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PRISONS 


The Superintendent of Prisons is responsible for the general control 
and management of prisons, subject to the Prison Rules. The prison 
is divided into three sections: the main prison situated at Kingstown 
which houses the majority of the male population, the Female Prison 
at Fort Charlotte, 24 miles from the main prison, and the Ottley Hall 
Prison Farm which takes up to 14 prisoners. 


Daily Average Prison Population 


Males F : i : : 64 
Females ‘ ‘ . 5 é .88 .76 


65.24 67.76 

The low daily average prison population was due mainly to the 
avenues of employment afforded by the Banana Industry, the con- 
struction of the Deep Water Harbour and the migration of farm 
workers to the United States of America, Antigua and St. Croix. 

The Ottley Hall Prison Farm is under the control of the Superin- 
tendent of Prisons and supervision of the work is carried out by a 
Second Class Officer who has experience in agriculture. This officer 
is assisted by three other prison officers. 

Fourteen prisoners live and work on the farm daily. Other forms 
of employment for prisoners were carpentry, shoe-making, tailoring, 
baking, cooking and cleaning of the Kingstown Prison and other 
Government buildings. 

The Female Prison at Fort Charlotte functioned without change 
for the period under review. 

Fifty offences were committed by prisoners in 1962 against prison 
discipline and 54 in 1963. In 1962, 48 of these offences were dealt 
with by the Superintendent of Prisons and two by the Visiting Justice, 
and in 1963 all were dealt with by the Superintendent of Prisons. _ 

The general state of health of inmates was good for the period 
under review. The Prison Medical Officer made regular visits. 

Because of the low prison population and the sending of gangs 
to other Government Departments, the Ottley Hall Prison Farm 
was unable to get the labour it required. 

In 1962, one prisoner escaped by walking off into the bushes while 
working at the Ottley Hall Prison Farm but was recaptured after 
being at large for two days. He was subsequently charged for escap- 
ing lawful custody and sentenced to serve six months with hard 
labour. 
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The total revenue of the Prison Department in 1962 was $18,013. 
In 1963 the figure was $17,540. 

The savings to other Government Departments for work done by 
the Prison was $4,223.00 in 1962 and $4,171.29 in 1963. 

Remission remained at one-third of the sentence imposed. 

The Superintendent of Prisons continued to assist in placing dis- 
charged prisoners in employment and gave clothing and tools to 
needy cases. The Public Assistance and Probation Officer also con- 
tinued to help discharged prisoners. 


Chapter 10: Public Works and Public Utilities 


PUBLIC WORKS 

Water Supplies 

The caretaker and pipefitters’ section was strengthened in 1962 
to deal with supplies which were provided in various villages with 
assistance from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. The 
Spring Village supply was laid down. Supplies for Higher Lowmans, 
New Grounds and Lauders-Fitz Hughes were started and were com- 
pleted in 1963. In the Grenadines, a 40,000 gallon reinforced concrete 
tank with catchment was completed in Canouan, and one of similar 
capacity with catchment in Clifton, Union Island. The Mayreau 
catchment was enlarged. 


Hospital Development 

A new incinerator was built at the Colonial Hospital. Major main- 
tenance was undertaken on the Colonial, Mental and Chateaubelair 
Hospitals, the doctor’s quarters in Petit Bordel and the nurses’ 
quarters in Kingstown and Colonarie. 


School Programme 

The building of the new Grammar School commenced late in 1963. 
Funds for this project were provided under Colonial Development 
and Welfare Schemes. 


Other Buildings 


Maintenance work was done on Government buildings and in- 
Stallations at a cost of $60,000. Construction of a Child Welfare 
Centre on behalf of the Save the Children Fund, estimated to cost 
$65,000 was commenced in 1963 and was near completion at the 
end of that year. 
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Feeder Roads 


The feeder roads programme continued with assistance from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds. Three miles of road were 
constructed in 1962 at a cost of $90,000 and 1§ miles in 1963 ata 
cost of $65,246. 


ELECTRICITY 


The electricity service is owned and operated by the St. Vincent 
Electricity Services (C.D.C.). The system consists of three power 
stations: Colonarie Hydro (700 kW), Kingstown Diesel (316 kW) 
and Richmond Hydro (1,100 kW), which are linked together by 
11,000 volt transmission lines which cover the island from Richmond 
through Kingstown to Georgetown. Consumers are supplied at 
400 volts 3-phase 50 cycles for power, or 230 volts single-phase for 
domestic purposes. In 1963, the domestic output was 2,638,707 units, 
the commercial output 1,337,922 units and the industrial output 
844,684 units. 
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SHIPPING 


Tue chief port is Kingstown. A weekly cargo and passenger service 
is provided by two Federal ships travelling alternatively via the 
islands north to Jamaica and south to Trinidad. Geest Industries 
(W.I.) Ltd. steamships call weekly taking shipments of bananas and 
a limited number of passengers to the United Kingdom. 


Monthly cargo and passenger services are provided by the Royal 
Netherlands Steamship Co., Booth American Shipping Co., the 
Fratelli Grimaldi Line, the James Nourse Line, the Harrison Line, 
the Atlantic Line, the West India Shipping Co., the Linea C Line 
and Saguenay Shipping Ltd. 

Motor vessels and schooners ply an unscheduled trade in the area, 
going when and wherever cargo is offered. 


Motor launches and open boats ply daily between ports on the 
Leeward Coast of Kingstown. 


Between the Grenadines and the mainland, communication and 
transport are provided by auxiliary sailing vessels and a motor vessel 
on Government contract, three times a week. 
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The following ships entered and cleared in 1963: 








Entered Cleared 
Number Net tons Number Net tons 
Steamships  . : . 361 538,294 359 517,971 
Motor Tankers s . 2i 15,633 20 11,204 
Sailing and Motor Vessels 162 6,539 270 9,955 
544 560,466 649 539,130 








Construction of the deep-water harbour at Kingstown commenced 
in September 1962. When completed, it is expected that this harbour 
will provide berthing accommodation for two ocean-going ships with 
a draft of 30 feet. Additional warehousing for cargo and facilities for 
the shipment of bananas and other local produce will also be pro- 
vided. 


AIR 


British West Indian Airways and Leeward Islands Air Transport 
operate scheduled flights daily at the Arnos Vale Airport, using 
DC3’s and D.H. Herons. The schedule provides a five times weekly 
service on the St. Vincent/Barbados/Grenada/Trinidad route and 
three times weekly service on the Barbados/Antigua route through 
the islands. The reverse of these routes is operated at the same 
frequency. 


ROADS 


During the period under review, a total sum%of $319,200 was spent 
op road maintenance and $20,500 on special road services. The latter 
amount was spread over roads on the mainland and in the Grena- 
dines. 

A sum of $17,000 was spent on the widening and repairing of 
bridges, replacing of culverts and building of retaining walls. 

The drains at Silver Spoon, Chester Cottage, South Rivers, Wind- 
ward Highway, Kingstown and Ratho Mill were reconstructed at a 
cost of $11,000. 

A total sum of $15,000 was spent on the reconstruction of retain- 
ing walls at Evesham (Bullock and Campbell), Park Hill, Mt. 
Greenan, Maroon Hill, Whym, St. Sylvans, Calder and Vigie. 

Two four-foot diameter double culverts costing $4,000 were laid 
at Guava Piece and Sandy Bay. 

The North river bridge was built at a cost of $8,000. 


Storm Damage 


The sum of $21,000 was spent on the clearing of landslides caused 
by two major rainstorms in January and October 1963. 
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POSTS 
The postal service is carried on through the General Post Office in 
Kingstown and ten money order and parcel offices in the rural dis- 
tricts and in the outlying islands of Bequia and Union Island. In 
addition there are 22 small non-accounting offices where stamps are 
sold and ordinary registered letter packets are distributed and 
received, 

Air mails to all countries are received and despatched each day 
except on Wednesday via British West Indian Airways services 
through Trinidad and Barbados. 

Surface mails are conveyed to and from Britain weekly by the 
Geest banana boats; and to the other West Indian territories by 
schooner and motor vessel, as well as by the ships operated by the 
West Indies Shipping Service. Surface mail for other countries is 
despatched direct when opportunity offers, or sent to Trinidad for 
onward transmission. 

Telegraph services are provided by Cable and Wireless (West Indies) 
Ltd. 

During 1963 an estimated total of 1,515,000 postal articles was 
dealt with, compared with 1,623,000 in 1962. 

The total revenue from sale of stamps, poundage on postal orders, 
etc., amounted to $177,627 in 1962 and to $175,986 in 1963. 


TELEPHONES 
Plans are still on foot to obtain the necessary funds for a new auto- 
matic system. 

A new radio telephone line is in operation between Bequia and the 
mainland, and residents of Bequia can put through overseas calls 
without coming to the mainland. A new switchboard of 30 lines is 
installed at Bequia, and telephone lines run to Paget Farm and La 
Pompe in that island. 

A radio beacon situated near to the air terminal building at Arnos 
Vale Airport operates on 403 kes. and assists in aeronautical naviga- 
tion. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 


PRESS 


The Vincentian, the local newspaper, is published bi-weekly, and 
Challenge, Government promoted and printed, is published bi- 
monthly. 
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BROADCASTING 


A relay sub-station of the Windward Islands Broadcasting service 
has been in operation from the year 1961. This sub-station is served 
by a very low-powered transmitter of 20 watts, which covers a radius 
of about six miles by day and between two and four miles by night. 
In May 1963 a grant of £4,900 from Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds was approved for expansion of the sub-station in 
order to provide island-wide coverage by day and an extended cover- 
age by night. This will greatly improve the facilities for originating 
local programmes, and is expected to be completed by the end of 
June 1964. 


FILMS 


There are three commercial cinemas. Films are imported from the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America. 


The Public Relations Department operates a film unit and films 
requested are received on loan from the Central Office of Informa- 
tion, the United States Information Service, the British Council and 
the Canadian Film Library in Trinidad. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


The Public Relations Department has a staff of three including a 
Public Relations Officer who is responsible for keeping the public 
informed of the policies, actions and achievements of the Govern- 
ment. He is Editor of Challenge. In January 1960 the Department 
was placed under the portfolio of the Chief Minister who is also 
Minister of Information. 


_ The Public Relations Officer is also Local Government Officer. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography 


St. VINCENT is one of the chain of Windward Islands at the eastern 
edge of the Caribbean Sea. It is about 100 miles west of Barbados 
and lies between St. Lucia to the north, and the Grenadines to the 
south. It extends from north to south; it is 18 miles in length, and 
11 miles across. It is 133 square miles in area, and with its Grenadines 
dependencies the total area of the territory is 150 square miles. 


St. Vincent is a beautiful island, with green hills reaching to the 
sea. A range of volcanic mountains stretches its entire length, from 
the Soufriere (4,048 ft.) with its crater lake in the north to Mount 
St. Andrew in the south. The range is almost impenetrable, and the 
slopes show many contrasts. The eastern, or windward slope, is 
gentle and undulating, with flat valleys lying between low foothills, 
whereas the leeward slope is deeply dissected and rugged, although 
alluvial plains border the rivers. Numerous small rivers flow down 
both slopes of the mountain; they are short and swift, and in their upper 
courses have carved deep gorges. On the leeward slope, they tend to 
diminish in the dry season. In the north is a mountainous area con- 
taining pockets of level land, known as Carib country, which used 
to be prosperous, but its value was seriously impaired by the erup- 
tion of the Soufriere in 1902. The soils are deep, light and porous, 
enabling St. Vincent to grow cotton and arrowroot which would 
otherwise be restricted to drier islands. 


St. Vincent lies in latitude 13° 15’ north, and its climate is pleasant 
as north-east sea breezes modify the tropical heat. The average tem- 
perature is about 80° F., and it rarely rises above 90° F. The short 
cool season lasts from January to March, but the nights are always 
cool. As the island is high, the rainfall is heavy, and the central 
mountainous region receives over 100 inches. The coastal lands are 
drier, with a rainfall of 60 to 80 inches. The year is commonly 
divided into two seasons, a wet and a dry. Most of the rain falls 
between June and December, but some rain continues to fall during 
the rest of the year. However, bright sun and clear skies are the rule, 
and rain generally falls in heavy downpours which do not last long. 
The hurricane season is from mid-July to mid-October, but hurri- 
canes usually pass north of St. Vincent. 
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The island is well wooded, and rich forests cover most of the 
mountainous parts. Mahogany is the most valuable timber, and. 
there are new plantings of teak and whitewood. Some wood is 
burned for charcoal, but indiscriminate cutting is controlled by 
forest guards. As throughout the West Indies, the vegetation is very 
varied, and there are many plants of striking brilliance, such as the 
flamboyante, hibiscus, and poinsettia, while there is also a variety 
of palm and fruit trees. The coastal lowlands and valleys are all 
cleared for cultivation. 


The population of St. Vincent was about 85,000 at the end of 
1963, 70 per cent being of African descent, and 2.5 per cent being 
white. The rest of the population consists of East Indians, Caribs, 
and many of mixed origin. The average density is about 550 per 
square mile, but as much of the land is uninhabited, the density in 
the cultivated area is greater. The more populous areas are the coasts 
and valleys, while the north-west and centre of the island are sparsely 
peopled. The population continues to grow, and the problem of over- 
population in relation to resources is great. For this reason every 
effort is being made to encourage likely enterprises. 


The chief town is Kingstown, which is situated among the foothills 
of Mount St. Andrew on a large bay sheltered from the north-east 
winds. Small townships are found throughout the farmed districts, 
especially along the coasts. The chief of these is Georgetown on the 
east coast. 


St. Vincent’s economy is based on the export of a few agricultural 
products. The traditional crops are arrowroot and a fine variety of 
sea island cotton. In 1957 bananas became the leading export. Other 
crops include coconuts, cassava, groundnuts, and sweet potatoes; 
various vegetables and livestock are also exported, and a large acre- 
age is devoted to food crops for home consumption. There are 
several factories which process the island’s products. These include 
the Central Arrowroot Factory for the manufacture of starch. 


There are about 136 miles of all-weather roads and 466 miles of 
earthen roads. As there are no railways, all heavy transport is done 
by motor lorries. No road as yet crosses the central mountains. 
A coastal road nearly encircles the island, and roads lead up the 
-valleys, linking the rural villages; on the Leeward coast there is 
much sea traffic. Several cargo-carrying shipping lines provide service 
with the United States, Canada, British Guiana and Jamaica, and 
the Geest banana boats carry a small number of passengers to 
Britain. Small motor vessels run between St. Vincent, Barbados 
and Trinidad, from which passenger ships leave for England; and 
air services to other islands are regular, and continue to develop. . 
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The St. Vincent Grenadines are a chain of delightful little islands 
and rocks extending from Petit Canouan to Petit St. Vincent— 
between latitude 12° 47’ 48” north and latitude 12° 32’ 00” north. 
Only the islands of Bequia, Canouan, Mayreau, Mustique and Union 
Island are inhabited. They vary in character, but all have low rain- 
fall, white beaches and scrub-covered hills. The inhabitants are 
mostly fisher-folk, but they also grow some cotton, corn and peas, 
and rear stock. Bequia has a schooner-building industry and a 
tourist-class hotel. Some of the islands are privately owned. 


Chapter 2: History 


St. VINCENT was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January 1498 and named it after the 
saint whose martyrdom is celebrated on that day. He sailed away, 
leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second decade 
of the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure origin 
survived. The most interesting remains of this primitive people are 
the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of the Kings- 
town Library, and some large stones, probably altars, with peculiar 
engravings which are to be found in different parts of the island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King 
Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. 
The French also had claims on the island, holding that it was 
included in the grant made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. d’Esnambuc 
in 1626. They were however content not to press their claims so long 
as the island was not formally occupied by the British. Small numbers 
of adventurers of both countries risked settling among the Caribs; 
the French were the more numerous and the more successful at 
winning Carib friendship. Settlements were made along the Leeward 
coast in places which still bear French names, and it was the French 
who first settled where the capital, Kingstown, now stands. 


In 1660 a local treaty was made between the French and English 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 


Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived 
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to make a treaty with the Caribs by which they acknowledged them- 
selves subjects to the King of England. In order to strengthen his 
claim under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian 
islands (St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name in 
his Governor’s Commission in 1672. 


In 1673 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the 
Grenadines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried 
with the local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known 
as the Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or 
Yellow Caribs. 


When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton; and 
St. Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 


Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, 
it was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. 
But European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their land 
to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to 
subdue them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major 
objects of the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 17th 
February 1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sovereignty 
without reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance and 
ceded a large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but they retained 
a large measure of self-government and the districts they kept were 
secured in perpetuity to them and their posterity. 


During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was cap- 
tured by the French in June 1779; but the island was restored to the 
British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. However, war broke out 
again between England and France; and in March 1795, aided by 
the French residents of St. Vincent and instigated by Victor Hugues, 
the representative of the National Convention in Guadeloupe, the 
Caribs broke out from their reservations and for a time threatened 
to master the whole island. Early in the fighting their leader, 
Chatoyer, was killed in single combat with Major Alexander Leith, 
but this had little effect on the course of the war. Three regiments 
had arrived in September 1795, but it was not until June 1796, when 
Sir Ralph Abercromby came with further reinforcements, that the 
Caribs were finally subdued. The majority of the Caribs on surren- 
dering were deported to the island of Roatan in the Bay of Honduras. 
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After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters to 
convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land instead 
of the sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satisfactory 
road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and Kings- - 
town, and constructed at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 
250 feet long. But the planters were in difficulties; their properties 
had been ravaged in the disturbances and they were in debt. And 
in 1812 Soufriére “ erupted with such force as to blow away its 
summit and devastate the greater part of the island.’ Most of the 
coffee and cocoa trees were destroyed and sugar crop ruined. 


In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the 
economic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished 
in 1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to 
the masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves 
were liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the pro- 
duction of sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to work 
for low wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent and 
to acquire lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Sir John Campbell, wrote about them: “As a general rule they 
possess, beyond all reasonable question, most of the essential ele- 
ments of progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence 
and quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to 
better their condition.” 


Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese were 
imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work on the 
estates, and a little more than a decade later East Indians arrived 
for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East Indians are 
now well respected members of the island community. 


In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar fell 
and a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the 
century. Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great 
calamity in the hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people 
and damaged many buildings. This was followed four years later by 
a disastrous volcanic eruption, which devastated the northern part 
of the island. These disasters shook the morale of the people who 
for some time after seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic attitude. 


At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to amel- 
iorate the condition of the people by the introduction of a peasant 
land settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agricultural 
school was established, which functioned for twelve years. In 1903, 
Sir Daniel Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies, 
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introduced the growing of Sea Island cotton. Arrowroot, introduced 
shortly after 1834, remained the most profitable export crop until 
bananas, which entered the export trade as recently as 1953, took 
its place. 


Before the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely respon- 
sible for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a co- 
educational secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. 
But unfortunately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera 
in 1854 led to the closing of the secondary school and most of the 
‘primary schools in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary and 
secondary education weie established on a sound basis and a resident 
inspector of schools was appointed. In 1922 Government decided to 
award biennially a scholarship tenable for five years at any university 
in the British Empire. 


Much has changed in the last fifty years; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid 
and the assistance given under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act, which has already brought improvements, inter alia, 
in agriculture, sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. Since 
1953 the banana trade has become the most valuable export and has 
brought much increased prosperity to the island. 


In 1951 universal adult suffrage was granted and the character of 
the Legislative Council consequently was much changed. In 1956 
elected members were given a majority on the Executive Council and 
elected Ministers took office for the first time. In 1960 the post of 
Governor of the Windward Islands was abolished and his powers 
passed to the Administrator, and a Chief Minister was appointed. 


The first Village Councils’ Ordinance was passed in 1948, making 
provisions for the establishment of Village Councils and administra- 
tion of villages by these Councils. 


The Local Government Ordinance passed in 1951, provides for 
the establishment of partly elected and partly nominated Boards 
with an elected majority. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION 


FoLLowING decisions taken at a constitutional conference in London 
in June 1959, a new constitution came into force on Ist January 1960. 
The main features are: 


(a) The post of Governor of the Windward Islands having been 
abolished, each of the Windward Islands including St. Vincent 
is now administered as a separate unit. The Administrator has 
become Her Majesty’s representative in the territory and is 
now appointed by Her Majesty and exercises such of the former 
powers of the Governor as have been retained under the new 
constitution (these powers are considerably reduced under the 
new constitution). 


(6) The Executive Council has general control and direction of the 
Government of the territory. It is presided over by the Admin- 
istrator and there are one ex officio member (the Principal Law 
Officer) and five unofficial members (including the Chief 
Minister and three other Ministers). Of these the four Ministers 
are appointed from the elected members of the Legislative 
Council and the other unofficial member is appointed from 
either the elected or the nominated members of the Legislative 
Council. The Administrator appoints as Chief Minister the 
member of the Legislative Council who, in his judgment, is 
most likely to command a majority in the Legislative Council. 
The other unofficial members are appointed by the Adminis- 
trator on the advice of the Chief Minister. Ministers are 
assigned responsibility for any Government business (including 
financial matters), except criminal proceedings, internal secur- 
ity, the audit of public accounts and the public service. 


(c) The Legislative Council is composed of one ex. officio member 
(the Principal Law Officer), two nominated members appointed 
by the Administrator in his discretion and nine members 
elected by universal adult suffrage. It is presided over by a 
Speaker elected by the Council either from within or without 
the Council, and having only a casting vote. There is a Deputy 
Speaker elected from within the Council. 
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(d) The appointment, dismissal and disciplinary control of public 
officers is vested in the Administrator in his discretion acting 
after consultation with an Advisory Public Service Com- 
mission. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in pages 33 to 35. 


ADMINISTRATION 


At the end of 1962 Government employees numbered 1,913 com- 
pared with 1,907 at the end of 1963, excluding daily paid workers 
and casual employees. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
There are ten local government authorities: 


Kingstown Town Board 

Georgetown Town Board 

Calliaqua Town Boaid 

Layou Town Board 

Barrouallie Town Board 
Chateaubelair Town Board 
Marriaqua Village. Council 
Troumaca Village Council 

Lowmans Windward District Council 
Bequia District Council. 


With the exception of the Kingstown Town Board and the Bequia. 
District Council, each local authority is made up of four elected and 
two nominated members. The Kingstown Town Board has nine 
elected members and the Bequia District Council has four elected 
and three nominated members. 


The duties of a local authority are mainly to provide for the 
collection and expenditure of monies authorised by law to be raised 
for the benefit of the particular district and to provide for the good 
government of the district. 

The matters falling within their scope are: 

(a) to let all public lands and collect the rents thereof; 

(6) to apply monies collected in paying all expenses incurred by 
the authority and in repairing, cleaning, draining and other- 
wise maintaining in good order the streets and other public 
places, the waterworks, buildings, works and boundary lines 
and marks of the district; 
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(c) to keep accounts of all assessments made and monies collected 
and disbursements paid; 

(d) to deliver copies of all accounts to the Auditor at least once 
each year and to the Governor, when required; 

(e) to make detailed lists of houses and lands in the district; 

(f) to enter into contracts pertaining to the district; 

(g) to preserve boundary lines and perform such other duties as 
the Governor may direct. 


The estimated revenue and expenditure of nine of the local 
authorities for the year 1963 was as follows: 
aise Expenne 


Georgetown Town Board Z 8,230 8,565 
Calliaqua Town Board. P 5,642 11,596 
Layou Town Board ‘ x 5,591 5,328 
Barrouallie Town Board . , 6,570 6,570 
Chateaubelair Town Board ; 6,382 6,382 
Marriaqua Village Council 3,080 3,080 
Troumaca Village Council 2,020 1,968 
Lowmans Wd. District Council . 5,800 5,800 
Bequia District Council . 3 20,407 18,042 


Each local authority is given a Government grant and any surplus 
of revenue over expenditure is held as reserve. 

The financial position of these local authorities at 31st December 
1962 was as follows: 


$ 
Georgetown . ‘ é rs Credit balance of 2,259.72 
Calliaqua 3 : s F - a 6,344.80 
Layou ‘ . A : Debit an 2,643.63 
Barrouallie y F : . Credit 5 1,661.72 
Chateaubelair ‘ ‘ ‘ a ‘ 180.98 
Marriaqua Village Council | ; sy 5 177.57 
Troumaca Village Council : ree ie 418.31 
Lowmans Wd. District Council. 3 . 551.06 
Bequia District Council 5 ‘ Debit ss 3,986.66 


The Kingstown Town Board is governed by the Kingstown Board 
Ordinance, Cap. 209, and the other local authorities are governed 
by the Local Government Ordinance, No. 17 of 1951. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


IMPERIAL standard weights and measures are in use and the Police 
are inspectors of weights and measures. 
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APPENDIX I 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 


WELFARE SCHEMES 


Central casing, and Piamning Authority’ 
School Buildings . 
Marketing Board 
Cane Farming Officer 
Rural Rehabilitation : 
Arnos Vale Airfield (Construction) | 
Training of Pearl Anderson 
araining of W. Baptiste at U. Wie 
nn of H. Broomes 
Hosnit Development . 
Fisheries Development . 
Training of C. L. a ooernoe in Sanitation 
Training of Cc. . Coombs in Meat 
Inspectio 
tees of Elmon Coombs in "Meat 
Inspection . 
Training of J. Jackson 
Training of F. Gould at E.C.. Fl. 
Training of K. Choamaghant : 
Training of L. O. Prim . 
Training of Cpl. M. Malcolm 
Training of Germaine C. Browne 
Training of Jocelyn R. Williams 
Training of W. B. Jacobs 
Training of Fitzroy Dowers 
Training of R. I. Morris 
Training of K. Bonadie 
Training of Kenneth Pierre. 
Training of Michael S. Joshue 
Training of C. Harry 
Training of E. M. John 
Training of L. A. Mulraine at ‘UL ~ L 
Training of E. Anthony . 
Training of C. Harold . 
Training of Joyce Peters 
Training of C. G. King é 
Purchase of Irrigation "Equipraent 
Bequia Community Centre. 
Engineering Staff—P.W.D. 
Feeder Roads 
Plant Protection Services 
Anti-Erosion Works. 
Coffee and Nutmeg Pro 
Livestock and Grasslands 
Marketing Organisation 
ne Farmers Association 
Water Supply J é 
School Building Programme 
Training of Teachers at Erdiston . 
Purchase and Development of Fancy Estate 
Public Health Improvement . 
Environmental Sanitation Programme 
Forest Development 


gation ‘ 
Improvement . 
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Actual 
Expenditure 
1963 
(unaudited) 
179.88 
25,695.96 
820 80 _ 
1,105.20 _ 
31,025.04 12,466.08 
_ 86. 
288.00 
288 .00 
28.00 
30.80 
150.64 
155.31 
927. 
_ 578.56 
_ 571.20 
_ 571.20 
_— 395.09 
— 305.60 
_ 365.52 
_ 376.50 
1,778. 1,081.60 
1,375. Cr. 272.00 
1,164. —_ 
1,723. 887.20 
1,491. 2,191.20 
2,568. _ 
1,216. _— 
15,487. 11,360.18 
57308 |81 — 

85 _ 
1,037.77 —_— 
6,552.11 Cr. 6.50 

8,918.88 

12,055.85 

125,027.97 40,863.97 
5,192.00 7,292.00 
3,409.01 30,331.45 
6,416.34 7,432.35 
24,770.18 16,739.95 
3,911.94 10,523.03 
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$ 

fs Banana Price Adjustment Scheme 858. 

. Music Officer—St. Vincent 3,983.16 
D.5430 Expansion of Broadcasting Services. 982. 
D.5435 Surburban and Auxiliary Roads 60,828.16 
D.5455 mdary School Building—Grammar 

School fe 55,068 .43 
D.5471 Improvement of Kingston Water Supply . 6,007 . 36 
D.5570 House Rent and Allowance—Canadian 

Aid Teacher 3,380.00 
D.5600 Recurrent Cost of Technical Training 

Centre. ‘ 8,746.79 

905 Arrowroot Research—St. Vincent 685.02 _ 
R.1124 Arrowroot Research—St. Vincent 14,675.03 






$369,755.27 


$383,111.01 
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APPENDIX 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 





1962 LIABILITIES 
$ $ c. $ Co 
cag ton 1 Fund: 
pecial Funds— 
Bain Gray Prize 941 68 
Banana Growers—Price Stabilisation 13,164 39 
C.D.W. Schemes. . . 84,792 21 
Cotton Factory Depreciation 3 is 378 83 
Cotton Growers Association. 368 88 
Central Housing and Planning 
Authority 32,147 13 
Co-operative Societies—Audit and 
Supervision ‘ 128 34 
Cotton Ginnery Insurance , 201,396 00 
Cess on Cocoa ‘ ‘ 7 Fi 411 00 
Graham Bequest . 7 ; ‘ 12,859 54 
Hayward X-Ray. ‘ ;. : 163 02 
Home—Thompso: 16,608 88 
Lowmans (Windward) District Couneit 973 92 
Motor Launch Depreciation . 1,379 74 
Musgrave Prize. . Fi 473 74 
Marriaqua Village Council 5 . 954 55 
Permanent Investment Eruption 7 60,000 
Plant Protection . . 33 39 
Savings Bank . ; , é 582,947 89 
Simmons Bequest é 7715 68 
Sugar Industry—Labour Welfare | 35,144 90 
Rehabilitation 393 02 
Troumaca Village Council < , 526 67 
Towns—Barrouallie j 3 : 1,826 13 
Chateaubelair P : 468 06 
Georgetown . 3 : ‘ 1,514 82 
1,082,617 —_——_—_—_——— 1,050,772 41 
Other than Special Funds— 
Controller Supplies pease - : 53,409 47 
Dominica—Inwards ‘ * 45 52 
Grenada—Inwards ; 7 : 9,923 S51 
St. Lucia—Inwards i : ‘ 4,265 61 
256,221 Sundry Deposits . ‘ ; : 146,423 
—————_———__ 214,067 65 
35,322 Colony Reserve Fund. ‘ 4 35, 3322 17 
Loan Development Fund : A 248; 819 18 
OVERDRAFT 
1,164,775 Barclays Bank ; , : 2 662,021 09 
Notes as at 31st December, 1963. 
1. The Public Debt (not recorded in the 
above Liabilities) stood at $1,838,349.08. 
This figure includes $45,775.58 being 
balance on Loan to the Marketing 
Organisation, $96.000.00 loaned to 
the Kingstown Board and $66,600.00 
loaned to the Land Settlement Board 
from the Development Loan for which 
General Revenue is responsible only 
in case of default. The Accumulated 
Funds for Redemption stood at 
$91,614.56. 
2. Loans from Revenue repayable to the 
Colony amounted to $208,086.70. 
2,538,935 2,211,002 50 
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IIA 


AT 3lstT DECEMBER 1963 





1962 ASSETS 
$ $ c. $ c. 
1,364,937 AUTHORISED ADVANCES e . ‘ 613,423 37 
Depostrs OvERDRAWN 
Special Funds— 
Bequia District Council . "1 i 2,165 43 
Cotton Working a/c 7 3 % 55,989 14 
Fairhall Trust 7 : ‘ = 61 00 
Towns—Calliaqua F ‘ : 112 90 
Layou 5 i % : 135 45 
68,831 ————_————-_ 59,063 92 
Other than Special Funds— 
Dominica—Outwards. 2 . 2,051 90 
Grenada—Outwards : 3 ; 9,922 13 
St. Lucia—Outwards : i 1,340 03 
Post Office. . : 4 . 124,708 OS 
144,932 —_——_—_————_ 138,022 11 
CasH 
Crown Agents Curren‘ 1,871 52 
Crown Agents Joint Consolidated Fund 139,200 00 
Drafts and Remittances . 3,110 61 
Sub-Accountants  . ; ‘ 3 9,311 83 
Treasury < ‘ a ‘ ‘ 83,. 7328 49 
76,845 ——_—_—_———-_ 236,822 45 
INVESTMENTS 
Bain Gray Prize. ‘ < 780 66 
Cotton Factory Depreciation ‘ F 378 83 
Graham Bequest . ‘ . 12,859 54 
Home . : : 16,066 48 
Motor Launch Depreciation e , 1,379 74 
Musgrave Prize 325 42 
Permanent Investment Eruption 3 54,516 80 
Reserve Fund—Colony . ; 36,064 76 
Simmons Bequest . 5 < . 197 70 
Savings Bank . . S a 643,451 38 
739,339 —_———————_ 766,021 31 
GENERAL REVENUE ema 
Balance at 1.1.63. . - . 144,051 14 
Deficit (1963) * 5 253,252 62 
Depreciation of Investments; ‘ ‘ 345 58 
144,051 ———__—_———_ 397,649 34 
3. The sum of $266,549 .49 (not recorded 
in the above Assets) was due to the 
Colony by H.M. Government for re- 
imbursement of C.D.W. Schemes ex- 
diture. 
4. ere is a contingent Liability to the 
Government Housing Loans Board 
in the sum of $95,582.80. 
2,538, 935 2,211,002 50 
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APPENDIX III 
CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles 
Boots and shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 


Boots and shoes (where 
outer part of uppers is 
made of leather, and soles 
are made of rubber) 


Boots and shoes 
(other kinds) 


Bread, biscuits, etc. 
(unsweetened) 

Bread, other kinds 

Butter 

Butter substitutes 

Cement 

Cheese 

Cotton piece - goods (value 
60 cents and under per 
yard) ; 

Cotton piece - goods (value 
over 60 cents per yard) 

Fish, dried 

Flour, wheaten 

Hardware, all kinds 

Hosiery, artificial silk 

Hosiery, cotton 

Hosiery, silk (natural) 

Hosiery, nylon 

Kerosene 


Machinery, agricultural, 
electrical lighting, marine, 
water and sewerage and 
industrial 

Manures 

Meat, beef and pork (salted 
or pickled) 

Metals 

Milk, condensed or pre- 
served (containing no less 
than 8 per cent B.F.) 


Preferential 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad valorem 


15 per cent ad valorem 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$1.28 per 100 lb. 


10 per cent ad valorem 
$2.75 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

12 cents per 100 Ib. 
$2.50 per 100 Ib. 

10 per cent ad valorem 


123 per cent ad valorem 


Free 

$1.00 per 196 Ib. 

15 per cent ad valorem 
16 per cent ad valorem 
15 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

10 per cent ad valorem 


Free 
$1.00 per 100 lb. 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$1.00 per 100 lb. 
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General 
Tariff 


10 per cent ad valorem 


r cent ad valorem 
72 cents per pair 


22 per cent ad valorem 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 

18 cents per 100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad valorem 


182 per cent ad valorem 


5 per cent ad valorem 
$1.50 per 196 lb. 

25 per cent ad valorem 
25 per cent ad valorem 
25 per cent ad valorem 
40 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

15 per cent ad valorem 


Free 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


224 per cent ad valorerr 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 


Appendix II — continued 


Articles 
Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 
Motor car parts 
Motor car tyres and tubes 


Oils, edible, lucca, olive and 
similar oils, cotton seed, 
soya beans, etc, 


Oils: Lubricating 
Paints 
Other 
Motor spirit, etc. 
Rice 
Soap, fancy 
Soap, common 
Sugar, refined 
Sugar, unrefined 
Tobacco, _ manufactured— 
Cigars, cigarettes 
Tobacco, snuffs and other 
manufactured tobacco 


Tobacco, unmanufactured 
leaf—black 


Tobacco, leaf, other kinds 
Wood, lumber 


Appendix IIT 


Preferential 
Tariff 


$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


20 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
60 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 
20 cents per gallon 


24 cents per gallon 

30 cents per 100 lb. 

15 per cent ad valorem 
10 per cent ad valorem 
$3.00 per 100 lb. 
$1.50 per 100 lb. 
$4.00 per lb. 


$4.00 per Ib. 
30 cents per lb. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$2.00 per 1,000 ft. 
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General 
Tariff 


$2.50 per 100 Ib. (con- 
taining less than 8 
per cent B.F.) 


30 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
72 cents per gallon 


35 cents per gallon 
36 cents per gallon 
30 cents per gallon 


40 cents per gallon 

50 cents per 100 Ib. 

22 per cent ad valorem 
15 per cent ad valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 
$2.25 per 100 lb. 
$5.00 per lb. 


$4.80 per 1b. 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$3.00 per 1,000 ft. 


APPENDIX IV 
INCOME TAX SCHEDULE OF RATES 


AND ALLOWANCES 


$ 

On the first 500 
On the next 500 
> rd ” 500 
” 9 - 500 
9° ” Pe) 500 
92 > 9° 500 
29 99 99 500 
99 +e] ” 500 
” i 3° 500 
” 39 > 500 
” 2° ” 2,500 
9 3% be) 2,500 
b>) °° 99 2,500 
2,500 


. 


bP] 39 ” ¢ 
On the remainder 


Rate 
on every Dollar 


3 cents 
4 cents 
6 cents 
8 cents 
10 cents 
14 cents 
16 cents 
21 cents 
25 cents 
32 cents 
38 cents 
44 cents 
50 cents 
60 cents 
65 cents 


Company tax is at the rate of 40 per cent. 


Allowances 


British Subject 
Wife 

Child 2 : 
Dependent Relative 
Earned Income 
Life Insurance 


$480.00 
$300.00 
$200 .00 
$120.00 


Tax 
$ 

15.00 
35.00 
65.00 
105.00 
155.00 
225.00 
305.00 
410.00 
535.00 
695.00 
1,645 .00 
2,745 .00 
3,995.00 
5,495.00 
8,745.00 


= 


SSeS SSEEESS . 
88888888888 


wy 


. 


a ay 


») 


7, 
10,000 .00 
12,500.00 
15,000.00: 
20,000 . 00 


1/10th not exceeding $480.00 
Premiums not exceeding $1,200.00 
or 1/6th of the total income. 


APPENDIX V 


STAMP DUTIES 


ADMISSION : 


(a) to act as a barrister . 
(6) to act as a solicitor or attorney . 


AFFIDAVIT or declaration in lieu thereof . 


Exemption: 


Declarations required by the Government for the protection 
of the revenue under any law in force relating thereto. 


AGREEMENTS : 


(a) Agreement or Memorandum of Agreement under hand only 
where the subject oe thereof shall be of the value of $25 
and not exceeding $100 3 
Exceeding $100 for each additional $100 or part ‘thereof 

(6) Agreement or Memorandum of Agreement for the purchase 
of or for otherwise dealing with real estate where such purehaee 
or such dealing is to be carried out by saben deed 

(c) Agreements not otherwise charged for ‘ 


Exemptions: 

(1) Agreement by any person for the sale, grant assurance or pur- 
chase of land or any estate or interest therein to or from the 
Government of the colony. 

(2) Memorandum of Agreement for the hire of any labourer, 
artificer, manufacturer, or menial servant. 

(3) Memorandum of Agreement relating to the wages of any 
seaman on board of any vessel using the pots of this colony. 

(4) Memorandum Letter of Agreement relating to the sale or 
purchase of any goods, wares or merchandise. 


APPRAISEMENT or Valuation oe any pot, chattels home or tenements 
over the value of $50 


ASSIGNMENT Of property real or personal not otherwise en pe 
inance where the value does not exceed $250 ‘ 
Exceeding $250, for every $250 or part thereof 


BANK Nores—on every licence to issue or re-issue bank notes (payable 
annually) ; é : : . F . . : 


BANKER’s CHEQUE—On every cheaue on any pank or Ranking ceanipany 
in this colony : 
Exemptions: 
(qd) aa drawn by the Accountant General on the Government 
(2) Cheques issued by or on behalf of the officer commanding any 


of Her Majesty’s Forces stationed in the colony of St. Vincent 
in respect of the funds of such Forces. 
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Appendix V — continued 


BILLs oF EXCHANGE and Promissory NOTES: 


@ 


Pavepe oe at age a“ up to three ays sight on demand F 
any other haber ratio including I.0.U.s and other 
Sesordemeas of indebtedness drawn or expressed to be 
payable or actually paid or endorsed or in any manner negot- 
lated within this colony— 

Where the amount or value of the money o which ihe ig 
or note is drawn or made does not exceed $25 . 

Exceeds $25 and does not exceed $50 

Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 

Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $200 

Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $300 

Exceeds $300 and does not exceed $500 

Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for every fractional 
part of $500 of such amount or value ‘ 


Exemption: 
Bills drawn by or payable to the Government. 


Brits oF Lapinc. Each copy except the Master’s 
Bits of HEALTH. Each copy 


qd) 
Q) 


Exemptions: 
Bills of Health issued to ships of war of any nation or any 
vessel employed by Her Majesty’s Government. 
he of Health issued to yachts when sailed exclusively for 
pleasure. 


BILLs OF SALE: 


(4) 


G) 


Absolute ‘. 
By way of security 


For the payment of any sum of money not exresting aie : 
For each additional $250 or part thereof . : 
Bottomry Bond 

Bonds oF of Indemnity or other Bonds not being for the payment 
of any specific sum of money 


Exemptions: 

Conditional bonds required by the Government for the protec- 

tion of the Revenue under any Law in force relating thereto. 

Bonds, debentures, and all other obligations whatsoever 

whether under seal or under hand only given by the Govern- 

ment to secure the repayment of money. 

Bonds given to the Government to secure the performance of 
contract, where such contract bears the proper agreement 
stamp. 

Bonds given to the Government by any Public Officer or his 

surety or sureties, as security for the due performance of the 

duties of such Public Officer. 


AS 
2.00 


Recognizances and bonds entered into pursuant to the order of the 


Court or a Magistrate, in any criminal proceedings or pursuant 
to the Order of any Coroner, upon any Coroner’s Inquiry or 
pursuant to the directions of any Ordinance in any civil or 
criminal suit. 
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Appendix V — continued 


CBRTIFICATES : 


@ 


(6) 
(c) 

(d) 
(e) 


Of admission to practice at the Bar of this colony— 
See Admission. 

Of admission to be obtained before acting as a Notary 
Of landing of goods ‘ 

Of any birth, marriage or death 

Of a Judge granted i in any extra judicial matter 


CHARTER Party. On every Charter Party or Copy 


CONVEYANCE or Transfer of any stock or funded debt or shares of any 
company or corporation: 


(a) 


(e) 


On sale— 

Where the amount, or value of the consideration for the sale 
does not exceed $25 : Z , 
Exceeds $25 and does not exceed $50 

Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 

Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $200 

Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $300 

Exceeds $300 and does not exceed $500 

Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for any fractional part 
of $500 of such amount or value : 

By way of security: the same rates of duty ; as on a mortgage 
By way of a gift 

To a residuary legatee when the stock, funded debt or shares 
form part of the residue divisible under a will, or to a bene- 
ficiary under a will of a specific legacy, or being the property 
of a person dying intestate, to the party or parties aii 
In any other case not hereinbefore described ; 


CONVEYANCE OR TRANSFER on sale of any property, real or personal 


{except such stock or debenture stock or funded debt as 
aforesaid): 

Where the amount or value of the consideration for ue ue 
does not exceed $25 P 

Exceeds $25 and does not exceed $50 

Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 

Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $150 

Exceeds $150 and does not exceed $200 

Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $300 

Exceeds $300 and does not exceed $500 

Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for any fractional part 
of $500 of such amount or value < 


CONVEYANCE or FRANSFER operating as a # voluntary Gisposition inter 
vivos 


Co-PARTNERSHIP: On all arches of Co-petincrsnip or renee aeicement 
to that effect 5 ‘ 


Copy oF Extract (attested or in any manner authenticated) of or from 
any document in the office of the Reese of ne Se, coun 
not herein otherwise mentioned ‘ 
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Customs: 
Ship’s Manifest: 
(a) For ships of 100 tons and over . 
(6) For ships under 100 tons . 
Bills of Entry Inwards—each set 
Entries of Warehousing—each set 
Shipping Bills—each 
Bills a Entry for goods imported into this colony through the Post 


Landing Certificate. See Certificate. 
Deep of any kind whatsoever not described in this Schedule 


DUPLICATE or COUNTERPART of any instrument chargeable with any duty 
where such duty does not amount to $1.20—same as oueinel 
In any other case : ° : . 


EXCHANGE, PARTITION or DIVISION 


EXEMPLIFICATION under the seal of ue Supra Court of any Rom or 
proceeding therein . 


Lease or AGREEMENT for a Lease: 


Where the annual rental does not exceed $50 
Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 
Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $200 
Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $500 
Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for every fractional 
part thereof . 

Surrender of Lease—Where the ‘duty with which the lease is charge- 
able does not exceed vie ee as erisinal 

In any other case 


Lecactes. On every receipt or other discharge for any legacy by any 
Will or Testamentary instrument or for the clear residue (when 
devolving to one person) and every share of the clear residue (when 
devolving to two or more persons) of the personal estate of any 
person (after deducting debts, funeral expenses, legacies, and other 
charges first payable thereout) whether the Title to the first residue 
or any share thereof shall accrue by virtue of any testamentary 
disposition or upon a partial or total intestacy— 

Where such a legacy, residue or share of residue shall amount to 
$250 and shall not exceed $500 : 
Exceeds $500—for every additional $250 or part thereof 


Exemption: 


Legacy or residue or share of residue of any such estate or effect as 
aforesaid given or devolving to or for the benefit of the husband, 
wife, child or grandchild of the deceased. 


LICENCE FOR MARRIAGE (from Administrator) 


MortGacE of Real Property or TRANSFER thereof— 
For every $500 or ftacslonal pare Eevee a the sums secured by 
such Mortgage 
Release of Mortgage 


15.00 
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Appendix V — continued 


NorariAc Act of any kind whatsoever except a Protest si a se et 
Exchange or Promissory Note . : .30 


POLicy OF INSURANCE: 
(a) Life (i) on all Policies executed or issued in this colony and 
not stamped according to the Laws of the United Kingdom— 
For every $500 or part thereof of the amount insured . .50 
(ii) on all Policies executed or issued in the colony to cover 
risks while travelling in any aircraft— 


For every $500 or part thereof of the amount ge : -05 
(6) Fire, against loss or damage by A 7 ‘ 5 . 50 
(c) Sea— 

(i) For or upon any voyage: In respect of every full sum of 

$500, and in respect of any fractional part of $500 5 10 


(ii) For time: In respect of every full sum of $500, and in res- 
pect of any fractional part of $500— 
Where the insurance is made for any time not exceeding six 


months 10 
Where the insurance is made for ‘any time exceeding six 
months and not exceeding twelve months. .25 


But if the separate and distinct interest of two or more persons 
are insured by one policy for a voyage or for a time, then the 
duty of six cents or fifteen cents as the case may require shall 
be charged thereon in respect of every full sum of $500 and 
every fractional part of $500 thereby insured upon any separate 
or distinct interests. 


Power or LETTER or ATTORNEY of substitution. : ‘ : 5.00 


Prosates of Wills and Letters of Administration— 
Where the value of the personal property in the colony (including 
monies payable under any policy of insurance on the life of the 
deceased) after deducting debts and reasonable sual apenas 
exceeds $250 and does not exceed $500. 
For every additional $250 or part thereof 


Protest of any Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note 


besoin a wa CasH BILLs for goods purchased at stores, noe or 

ere, 

For the sum of $5.00 and up to a 00. 

Above $100 andupto $200 

Above $200 and upto $500 

Above $500 and up to $1,000 

Above $1,000 and up to $2,000 

Above $2,000 and up to $3,000 

Above $3,000 and up to $4,000 

Above $4,000 and up to as 000 

Above $5,000 
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7 


Exemptions: 

(a) All Receipts given by any Public Officer when acting in his 
Official capacity on behalf of the public. 

(6) Receipts given by an officer of any Government Department 
of the colony for money paid by way of Imprest or Advance, 

. Or adjustment of an account, whereby he derives no personal 

benefit therefrom. 

(c) Receipts given for the return of any amount deposited as 
security for any Duty. 
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SHARE WARRANT or stock certificate of any public company: 
For every $48 or part or $48 


SETTLEMENT. Any instrument, whether voluntary or upon any good or 
valuable consideration, other than than a bona fide pecuniary 
consideration, whereby any definite and certain principal sum 
of money (whether charged or chargeable on lands or other 
hereditaments or not), or any definite and certain amount of 
stock,or any security, is settled or agreed to be settled in any 
manner whatsoever; for every $480 and also for any fractional 
part of $480 of the amount or Senor of the Property settled or 
agreed to be settled. 


Exemption: 


Instrument of appointment relating to any property in 
favour of persons specially named or described as the objects 
of a power of appointment, created by a previous settlement 
stamped with ad valorem duty in respect of the same property 
or by will, where duty has been paid on the same property 
in respect of its devolution by the death of the testator. 


SURRENDER. See Lease. 
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PART I 


Rakw of the Years 1964 and 1965 


-DurinG 1964 the territories of Antigua, Barbados, Dominica, 
Montserrat, St. Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla, St. Lucia and St. 
-Vincent. continued discussions aimed at a Federation of the Seven 
as they were called. These discussions culminated in a draft federal 
scheme at the Ninth sae of the ee Council of Ministers 


en Tibet: 


Peis Greenwood, Secretary of State for the Colonies, during 
‘which discussions were held of the: proposed Federation, Her 
Majesty’s Government’s views on the draft federal scheme were 
published in a despatch dated 22nd March 1965. 

The discussions on Federation were halted by the decision of 
‘Barbados to proceed to independence alone. 

- Towards the end of 1965 the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
“put forward. for the consideration of the Governments of Antigua, 

‘St: Kitts, Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Grenada proposals 
under which the islands would become states in association with 
Britain. Under the new proposals St. Vincent would have full 
internal self government and with power to amend its own consti- 
tution, and, subject to a referendum, to declare itself independent, 
Britain would retain responsibility for Defence and External Affairs. 

The Deep Water Harbour, a co-operative effort between the 
Government of Canada and thé Government of St. Vincent was 
completed at the end of June 1964 and was handed over to the 
Government of St. Vincent on 11th July 1964 by His Excellency the 
High Commissioner for Canada in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Territory had the distinction during 1964 of royal visits from 
Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, and His Royal High- 
ness, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, who was in St. Vincent on 
12th and 13th November 1965. 

Despite a substantial increase in banana exports in 1965 the 
amount of money realised was less than in 1964 as prevailing prices 
were lower. An average price of 4.196 cents per pound was paid to 
growers as against 4.966 cents per pound in 1964. Windstorms and 
inadequate rainfall took their toll, as well as pests and diseases. 
The fierce competition with Jamaica, however, had the most damag- 
ing effect. Most large plantations increased their irrigation capacity. 
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The arrowroot situation did not improve. Despite strenuous 
efforts to find alternative outlets and increased sales in established 
ones, little materialised. The 1964/65 crop dropped by some 26,000 
barrels of starch and every effort is being made to restrict the 1965/ 
66 crop to about 20,000 barrels (200 Ib. each) in order that the large 
stocks and the crippling interest load may be reduced. Work on 
arrowroot breeding continued, financed by a Colonial Development 
and Welfare Grant, and some quite fertile selections have been 
obtained. 

Cotton, nutmegs and mace, cacao, cassava (tapioca) starch and 
the starchy root crops all increased, whilst copra and coconuts, 
peanuts and sweet potatoes remained fairly constant. 

Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes in progress are 
listed on page 65. 


SOUTHERN GRENADINES DEPENDENCY 


Weather conditions were fair during 1964 and 1965 permitting a 
reasonable level of agricultural activity. Corn (maize), pigeon peas, 
sweet potatoes and some sesame are the staples and with fish form 
the main diet. Sea Island Cotton production increased in these 
islands. Some sheep and goats were exported. 


PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE census of April, 1960, showed the population 


to be 79,948 (37,561 males and 42,387 females). 
Racial groups in April 1960 were as follows: 








Male 
Negro 26,188 
White 901 
East Indian 1,177 
Mixed 8,301 
Onen Carib 621 
Other 355 
Not stated . 18 
37,561 

Estimated popaieos at 
the end of 1964 41,400 

Estimated population at 
the end of 1965 42,264 


Female 


30,019 
939 
1,267 
9,143 
644 
369 
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42,387 





45,850 


46,437 


of the territory 








87,350* 


88,701* 


*Revised following upon visit of statistician University of the West Indies in 


December 1966. 


Tables of births and deaths and infant and maternal mortality 


are given on page 36. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 


Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS 


The estimated numbers of workers in the main industries in Kings- 


town were as follows: 


Manufacturing 
Construction 


Electricity, water and sanitary services : 


Commerce 


Transport, storage, communications 


Services 
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In agriculture the supply of labour exceeds the demand during 
the “‘slack’”’ period July to October. At this time the majority of 
agricultural workers and workers in factories processing agricultural 
products are under-employed. Conditions of employment improve 
during the crop season November to June. 

In 1964, 235 agricultural workers were recruited for work in the 
United States and St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands: 16 ens were re- 
cruited for domestic work in Canada. 

In 1965, 146 immigrants were recruited for temporary caries 
ment in the United States of America and St. Croix. The migrants 
to St. Croix worked on the sugar-cane crop for three months and 
returned to St. Vincent in May 1965. 

40 migrants for permanent employment overseas were recruited : 
16 female domestic service workers to Canada and 24 workers in 
the catering trade (male and female) to the United Kingdom. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK 
Wage and holiday minimum remuneration is regulated by Wages 
Councils established under the Wages Councils Ordinance, 1953: 
The workers covered by Wages Council Orders are agricultural, 
industrial, port WOrTeTS, shop assistants and domestic service 
workers. | ; 


Statutory Minimum Wage Rates 
Agricultural Workers: 


Males, $1.68 per day of 8 hours. 
Females, $1.35 per day of 8 hours. 


Industrial Workers: 

(from 14th December 1964 to 31st December 1965). 

Category 1—males, $2.00 per day of 8 hours. 
females, $1.60 per day of 8 hours. 


Category 2—males, $2.16 per day of 8 hours. 
females, $1.72 per day of 8 hours. 


Watchmen: Category 1—$2.00 per shift of 12 hours. 
Category 2 $2.16 per shift of 12 hours. 

Overtime is paid for time work over.8 hours on an ordinary day 
or on public holidays at the rate of time and a half and double time 
for work done on Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday, August 
Monday and the Queen’s Birthday. 


Occupations,’ Wages and Labour eee 9 


Shop Assistants 


(from Ist December 1965 to 31st pases isgs) dies clerks oie 
18 years of age with over 6 months service as sales clerk). 2 


In Kingstown 


males, $48 per month or $12 per week. 
. females, $42 per month or $10.50 per week. 


Other Areas 
males, $44 per month or $11.00 per week. 
females, $38.00 per month or $8.50 per week. 
(Between 14 and 18 years of age: 75 per cent of above). 


Office Clerks 
(over 18 years of age and with over 6 months service as sales clerk). 
males, $55 per month. 

females, $50.00 per month. 

(Office clerks with under 6 months’ service as an office clerk and 
clerks between the ages of 14 and 18 years: 75 per cent of the above 
rates). 


Domestic Servants 

(ist April 1964 to 31st December 1965) 

-. probationers: $16 per month with meals. 
$30 per month without meals. 

Over six months’ service: 
$20 monthly with meals. 
$36 per month without meals. 


Port Workers 

Bondmen: 
foreman, $1.00 per hour. 
assistant foreman, 80 cents per hour. 
bondmen, 65 cents per hour. 


Lightermen: 
foreman, $1.20 per hour. 
assistant foreman $1.10 per hour, 
lightermen, $1.00 per hour. 


Stevedores: 
. foreman, $1.20 per hour. 
assistant foremen, $1.00 per hour. 
winchmen, 80 cents per hour. 
holdmen, gangwaymen and guymen, 75 cents per hour. 
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Under Collective Agreements 
Wages 


Wages were fixed by collective agreements during the period under 
review in four instances. 


Hovrs of Work 


Hours of Work fixed by collective agreement nee from a 
maximum of 36-39-40 hours per week. 


COST OF LIVING 
No cost of living index was prepared. 


PRICES 


Information on prices was not collected by the Department of 
Labour. 


LABOUR ORGANISATION 
Department of Labour 


During the period 1st January 1964 to 3ist December 1965, the 
staff of the Department of Labour consisted of a Labour Commis- 
sioner who was responsible for the administration of the Department, 
one Labour Inspector and three clerical officers (with one clerical 
officer added during 1965). 

The chief functions of the Department of Labour are to review 
conditions of employment; visit the various places of employment 
(including factories); study wage rates, hours of work and conditions 
of work and living conditions; collect labour statistics; investigate 
all representations made by employers and workers with a view to 
settling disputes and improving labour relations between employers 
and workers; enforce labour legislation; advise and assist trade 
unions in organisation and trade union practices. 

In addition, the Department assists the United Kingdom Home 
Office Immigration Officer stationed at Barbados in respect of 
applications under the U.K. Commonwealth Immigrants Act. 


Industrial Relations 


There were six Registered Trade Unions comprising the Federated 
Industrial and Agricultural Workers Union, the Primary School 
Teachers Union, the Secondary School Teachers Union, the Civil 
Service Union, the National Workers Union and the Commercial 
Technical and Allied Workers Union. 

Minimum wages were fixed by statutory wages councils for 
domestic servants, shop assistants and industrial workers. 


1964 Orders 


1965 Ordinances 


Public Finance and Taxation 
LABOUR LEGISLATION 
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Legislation enacted during the years 1964 and 1965 was as follows: 


- Domestic Servants’ Wages Regulation, 


Shop Assistants’ Wages Regulation, 
Industrial Workers’ Wages Regulation. 


Essential Services Ordinance (No. 11). 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


Revenue Expenditure 
1964 1965 1964 1965 
$ $ $ $ 
Local . F ‘ 4,961,029 4,932,344 5,570,545 6,849,870 
CD&W. . ‘ 640,678 1,037,384 3,737 1,153,362 
Grant-in-Aid .- ‘ 1,334,907 560, _— —_ 
Overseas Service Aid. 13,680 11,549 23,596 22,520 
$6,950,294 $7,541,277 $6,097,878 $8,025,752 


The main Heads of Revenue were: 


1965* 
$ 
2,618,000 

85,000 
148,800 
978,000 
387,357 
331,310 


1965* 
$ 


1964 
$ 
Customs and Excise . ; . 2,818,446 
Other Duties ‘ ‘ 2 5 117,236 
Licences. " 3 7 130,492 
Taxes : . 5 : . 873,454 
Other Fees . . : ; 378,105 
Post Office é * : : 226,782 
The following were the main Heads of Expenditure under the 
Recurrent Budget: 
1964 
$ 

Administration . ‘ , - 152,538 
Agriculture . - 333,551 
Education 1,060,609 
Medical . 873,78 

Post Office 139,627 
Police F : 443,967 
Public Works Department 3 Fi 196,999 
Public Works Recurrent F P 512, 336 


* Figures in respect of 1965 are estimated. 


555,160 
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Under Capital Budget the main Heads of Expenditure were: 
, 1964 1965 


$ 
. Social Services and Education Local 32,122 51,970 
C.D. & W. 271,212 397. “440 
_ Communications and Works Local 124,131 374, "300 
C.D.&W.  — 85, 271 1 085, 7000 


1 


PUBLIC DEBT 


The Public Debt as at 31st December 1964 stood at $1,817,390, 
which includes a 6} per cent Development Loan of $1,512,000. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES © 


A statement of Assets and Liabilities for 1964 is at Appendix I 
on pages 68 and 69. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 


Thé main heads of taxation and the yield* for 1964 and 1965 were: 


oe rts 
Import Duties . : ‘ . 2,204,410 2,050,000 
Export Duties. ; : ‘ 277,822 278,000 
Excise Duties. ‘ : : 285,952 , 
Licences. .  . wt 130,492 148,800 
Income Tax ‘ ; : 4 753,266 850,000 
Land and House Tax . ; i 76,869 86,000 
Estate Duties. F % F 47,032 35,000 
Stamp Duties . - - 7 70,204 , 


* Figures are estimated. 


Customs Duties 


The principal features of the Customs Tariff are given in Appendix 
Ill, page 72. 


‘Excise Duties 


Locally manufactured spirits bear an excise duty of $4.36 per 
proof gallon. A trade duty of $1.00 per liquid gallon is imposed on 
imported spirits. 


Income Tax 


The minimum rate of income tax on individuals was three cents 
in the dollar and the maximum 65 cents. Companies paid tax at the 
rate of 40 cents on every dollar of chargeable income. A schedule of 
the income tax rates and allowances i is given at Appendix IV, > Page 
74. 
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- The nuniber of assessments made in es ei ot the eyeen 1964 ans 
1965 9 was approximately: 5 


: : : ‘ 1964 1965 eae 
* Government Officers. o nahhy. eu” 2,003 2,252. 
General Public . i ‘ 2 625 3,064 
Companies 7 46 49 


~ Income tax collections totalled $719, 123 in 1964 and d 57058 300 
(approximately) i in 1965. 


2 obF 


Stamp Duties 


. The more important stamp duties are - described at Appendix v, 
page75. .. . le toe 


Land and House Tax 
Tax was assessed as follows: 
_ Land 

St. Vincent—S0 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre up to 
10 acres in any one block, and $1 per acre or fractional part of 
an acre for the next 90 acres; and $2 per acre for the next 400 
acres or part thereof; and $3 per acre or fractional part of an 
acre in excess of 500 acres. 

Bequia, Union Island and Mustique—25 cents per acre or. frie: 
tional part of an acre up to 10 acres in any one block, and 50 
cents per acre or fractiondl part of an acre in excess of 10 acres 
in any one block. 

Canouan—20 cents per acre or fractional part of an acre up: to 
10 acres in any one block and 40 cents per acre or fractional. 
part of an acre in excess of 10 acres in any one block. 

Mavreau, Petit St. Vincent, Balliceaux, Battawia, Petit Nevis, 
Savanna and Mle-a-Quatre—10 cents per acre or fractional part 
of an acre up to 10 acres in any one block and 20 cents per acre 
or fractional part of an acre in excess of 10 acres in any one 
block. 


House 
In St. Vincent, Union Island, Mustique, Canouan, Mayreau, Petit 
St. Vincent, Balliceaux, Battawia, Petit Nevis, Savanna and Ile-a- 
Quatre: 
Houses of an assessed annual rental: : 
Not exceeding $25 50 cents per house 


Over 2) but not exceeding ee TO 55 gel Sy 
m $35 Sa. Hs g1.15 soa Gi 
‘ $50 ae a 360 $2.00 Oe Sk 


$60 , $75 $3. 
» $75, iy per cent of the assessed Piste rental. 
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Houses of which the assessed annual rental is under $24, which 
are constructed of poles and thatch, or poles, thatch and wattles, 
and which are without wooden floors and wooden walls, are 
exempted from house tax if the person liable to pay does not own 
more than half an acre of land. 

These taxes are payable without penalty between Ist November 
and 31st December. During the following January arrears of unpaid 
taxes are subject to a fine of 6 cents where the total does not exceed 
$2.40, 24 cents where the total does not exceed $4.80, and at the 
rate of 8 per cent on amounts in excess. Thereafter all outstanding 
amounts are collected by a bailiff under warrant of levy and 
execution. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


THE currency notes issued by the East Caribbean Currency Authority 
are legal tender. The coins at present in use are still those issued by 
the former British Caribbean Currency Board. The unit of currency 
is the dollar (B.W.I.) divided into 100 cents and exchangeable with 
sterling at the rate of $4.80 to the pound. 

The three commercial banks represented in the territory are 
branches of Barclays Bank D.C.O., the Royal Bank of Canada and 
the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. 

Saving departments are also operated by the St. Vincent Agri- 
cultural Credit and Loan Bank Ltd., the St. Vincent Co-operative 
Bank Ltd., and the Government Savings Bank. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


THE value of imports and exports for the year 1964* are shown 
below: 
Imports Domestic Exports eis 
rig 
16,064,114 6,042,981 424,201 


* The figures for 1965 are not available. 


Commerce 
Main Imports 1964 
Commodity Unit Quantity 
Beer, Ale and Stout . a : gals. 73,145 
Butter. : r ‘ F Ib. 165,216 
Margarine : : : ‘ Ib. 267,921 
Cheese “ : é F Ib. 92,359 
Confectionery ‘ Ib. 242,191 
= salted, "dried or smoked : Ib. 639,086 
‘ Ib. 2,879,621 
Plocr, wheaten _ : . ' Ib. 10,029,380 
Meat, salted and canned. P Ib. 277,476 
Bacon and hams : : ‘ Ib. 55,208 
Milk, condensed, etc. Ib. 937,189 
Tobacco, unmanufactured black leaf Ib. 18,032 
Tobacco, Sopmenuiscoired ret - Ib. 35,717 
Cigarettes 3 ‘ Ib. 38,466 
Motor Spirit. , ‘ i gals. 825,862 
Soap, laundry . : 4 Ib. 519,450 
umber r F 3 bd. ft. 1,607,499 
Boots and shoes - ‘ . doz. prs. 12,356 
Cement : ‘ ‘ Ib. 15,066,352 
Cotton piece goods 7 . F sq. yds. 916,092 
Guay piece goods . : Z sq. yds. 208,349 
Manufacture of ‘metal —_ — 
Base metals, iron and steel _ _ 
Main Exports 1964 
Commodity Unit Quantity 
Arrowroot é Ib. 5,806,570 
Bananas . ‘ Ib. 56,114,191 
Co ; 7 Ib. 5,497,245 
Cassava Starch lb 150,199 
Cotton, Sea Island lb 63,960 
Groundnuts. Ib 87,993 
Livestock —_— 
Mace é lb. 20, 7164 
Nutmegs . . . : : Ib. 132, 592 
Potato (sweet) . : : Ib. 4, 420, 621 
aiotts 1965 

Commodity Unit Quantity 
Milk (all kinds) : : P Ib. 1,051,238 
Meat (canned) . . P : Ib. 170,739 
Butter. ‘ : : ; Ib. 158,074 
Fish (salted, dried and smoked) . Ib. 729,209 
Flour : ‘ . . j Ib. 8,480,793 
Rice ; ‘ Ib 2,496,931 
Sugar (unrefined) cwts. 57,717 
Feeds . : ‘ : Ib. 1,556,497 

Margarine and Lard . - % Ib. 402, 
Beer, Ale and stout 3 : : gals. 71,095 
Lumber 4 4 : bd. ft. 1,634,484 
Gasolene — , : 7 F gals. 776,665 
Fertilisers a ‘ : . tons 6,368 


Cotton piece goods . : ‘ sq. yds. 1,199,346 


395, 977 
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Imports, 1965—continued 


Commodity ses JR _. Unit Quantity . . Value 
a : -* @ BWI 

Artificial silk Piece ena : . Sq. yds. 199,204 _  - 150,143 
Cement a . + ewts, 141,276 ~ 254,538 
Motor Cars and Trucks | . -: No. 205 586,284 
eed and Shoes... : . doz. prs. 11,031 287,314 
be Ny _ Domestic Exports 1965 
Coma oo Unit Quantity . . Value 

oe So _  §$ BWI 
Bananas Ib. 63,594,844 3,148,371 
Arrowroot Ib. 5,884,993 1,280,437 
Nutmegs Ib. 205,2 . 
Mace Ib. 39, 58, 
Copra : Ib. 5,455,901 828,050 
Cotton : : . Ib. 84,481 -- 106,816 
Potatoes (sweet) F > 7 Ib. 5,045,805 151 "106 


Chapter 6: Production 


AGRICULTURE 


During the period under.review there were fared increases in 
banana, nutmeg and mace, cacao and cassava starch production. 
Cotton and peanuts recorded worthwhile advances, whilst the 
‘starchy roots (yams, tannias, eddoes, dasheens, etc.), and sweet 
potatoes especially ,were maintained at highly statisfactory levels of 
production. Production of copra and coconuts remained disappoint- 
ingly constant despite a strong demand. Arrowroot production has 
‘had to be aceousty cut back. iia of locally produced food w were 
good. ‘ 


‘Department of ae iuilne 


The post of Agricultural Officer (Research) was filled by a graduate 
in-1964 who resigned at the end of 1965 to take up on appointment 
in Barbados. The Forest Supervisor’s contract ended and it is hoped 
to train a local replacement. One other officer underwent a year’s 
training in the United States and another is now at the Fastern 
Caribbean Farm. Institute i in Trinidad. iia 


Arrowroot 

“Production has had to be er curtailed as dictated by. market 
prospects anda high interest load. 
ees flour. production: 


1963/64 1964/65 1965/66 
Bairel 200 Ib.) . 50,317 59,600 . 33,856 
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It is hoped to restrict the next two crops to about 20,000 barrels in 
order to work off stocks and keep down the interest. 


In 1965 a serious crisis arose when the Arrowroot Co-operative 
Association could not purchase the 1965/66 crop. After exhaustive 
negotiations Her Majesty’s Government eventually agreed to support 
the local Government in guaranteeing a loan from Barclays Bank 
D.C.O. to the Association to permit the purchase of the crop. The 
price per barrel remained at $28.00 for Grade I flour. This barely 
met the cost of production but it was the best that could be done. 

Efforts are continuing to obtain alternative remunerative outlets. 


Bananas 
Production increased during the period under review: 
Stems Tons Value ($ WI) 
1963 : ‘ 2,090,562 25,194 $3,006,935 
1964 5 : 2,177,796 25,051 $3,372,621 
1965 : 3 2,365,302 28,381 $3,148,364 


Despite the increase in exports, the amount realised fell sub- 
stantially in 1965. This was due to prevailing lower prices in the U.K. 
market resulting from severe competition with Jamaican exports 
there. The free and subsidised fertiliser of 1963 and 1964 helped to 
boost production. 


Windstorms, droughts, pests and diseases continued to take a 
serious toll despite quite strenuous efforts to combat them. 6,100 
tons of a mixed NPK fertiliser were distributed through the Associa- 
tion in 1964 and 4,580 tons in 1965. Benefits totalling $308,161 were 
paid to 1,522 growers for statutory insurance in 1964 as against 
$319,073 to 969 growers in 1965. In addition $9,112 and $32,154 
were paid out to seven growers and 26 growers in 1964 and 1965 
respectively for contractual plant crop insurance. WINBAN 
(Windward Islands Banana Growers Association) lowered its 
contractual insurance price on plant bananas from 5 cents to 3 cents 
per mat as from January 1964. Since July 1959 when the statutory 
insurance scheme started, to the end of 1965, benefits totalling — 
$1,120,302.78 were paid out. This is an arrangement between the 
buyers, Geest Industries Ltd., and WINBAN. Growers’ contri- 
butions to the scheme during that time totalled $467,965.42 
and Geest’s $1,034,867.73. Contractual Insurance has been offered 
only since 1962 since when $42,697.50 have been paid out. Growers 
premiums for Contractual Insurance during the same period totalled 
$24,487.27. Many more growers have since made use of this 
contractual insurance. 
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- The WINBAN Research Scheme is progressing well. A highly 
successful seminar for banana growers and Agricultural Depart- 
ments’ and Banana Associations’ field staff from the four Windward 
Islands was held in St. Lucia in December 1965. A banana growers’ 
manual is being prepared and should be published soon. 


A highly successful new contract was negotiated by WINBAN 
with the purchasers, Geest Industries Ltd., on Ist May 1964 and 
was to run until 1970. Due to failure of negotiations between 
WINBAN and Her Majesty’s Government to decide on a new price 
assistance scheme, the U.K. offer was rejected and a new contract 
negofiated with Geest Industries. This took effect as from Ist 
January 1966. 


Despite setbacks, growth was recorded. With the steady improve- 
ment of existing roads and the provision of more feeder roads, 
sustained growth should follow. These roads will permit more 
naturally suited areas to be devoted to bananas thereby lowering 
the cost of production and so ensuring its competitive position. The 
more marginal areas can then be devoted to crops more suited to 
such sites. St. Vincent produces 2.365 million stems from approxi- 
mately 8,000 acres and St. Lucia 5 million odd from approximately 
25,000 acres. 


Exemplary leafspot control was maintained throughout 1964 and 
1965. St. Vincent’s leafspot control is the best in the Windwards: 
The island-wide use of aldrin dust is to be introduced soon. Borers, 
despite treatment of planting material, continue to cause -serious 
losses to growers. Nematodes are a menace throughout the Wind- 
ward Islands and are causing havoc although a nematologist of the 
Regional Research Centre, University of the West Indies, Trinidad, 
has been appointed to work on this problem. Nematodes cause 
extensive root damage thereby preventing efficient uptake of nutrients 
and water, and causing easy toppling dus to poor enchorages, 


| There i is an unsatisfied demand fot prime quality fruit, hence’: one 
way over the glut and low price hurdle is to aim at higher standards 
and turn out better quality fruit. Surveys have revealed that 80-90 
per cent of the damage done to fruit occurs between cutting and 
delivering to the reception shed. Greater summer production. is 
needed when the demand and prices are highest. More feeder roads 
inland where rainfall distribution is better and more adequaté 
throughout the year, will help in this respect. 
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Cotton 


enn over the last three y years \ was as follows: 
: 1967/63 os 1964/65 


' White lint me 4. 28,43 63,649 85,391 
Stained (1b.) ae cB ; 16,200 21,551 
Acreage 319 635 : 817 
Price per Ib. white lint $1.45 $1.51 $1.51 


Production began to climb steadily with the better and steadier 
prices prevailing but the future for cotton seems bedevilled by 
uncertainty. 817 acres were planted: in 1964 and’ about 700 acres in 
1965. This response was disappointing in view of the decline of 
other staples and the increased amounts called for by the spinners 
in Manchester. 

A Colonial Development and Welfare grant was approved for 
the purchase of equipment and insecticide to spray the entire crop 
which was estimated at 1,400 acres. Unfortunately the insecticide 
arrived far too late to be of great help. Pink boliworm infestation was 
the worst seen for many years and is doubtless the result of the 
prevalence of ochroes which are grown throughout the close season 
despite the regulations. Its very early maturing habit makes it a 
menace even when planted together with the cotton. A separate 
close season for ochroes seems imperative if the pest is to be con- 
trolled. 

The Government Cotton Ginnery was rebuilt and ginned the 
remains of the 1964/65 crop and is being run by the Marketing 
Board. The Board bulk purchased 100 tons of a 12:4:24 and a 16:4:16 
NPK mixed fertiliser in 1964 and 1965 respectivley which they sold 
or gave out on credit to cotton growers. 

_With better pest control, the operation of a tractor pool and the 
fair demand for sea island cotton, it was hoped that growers would 
respond. The risks in cotton are high, however, and faltering prices 
will once more depress interest in this crop. Competition from 
Egyptian long staples is becoming more severe yearly. 


Coconut and Other Oilseeds 


Despite a strong area demand and steady prices production re- 
mained static. The production from new plantings seemed merely 
sufficient to balance falling production from older groves. Predal 
larceny was a problem. The demand for whole nuts in the United 
States and Canada remained high. Growers were able to satisfy 
about. one-eighth of the current demand only, due in part toirregular _ 
shipping. 

Palm weevils were still a serious nuisance and the nematode 
disease (Red Ring) was being closely watched. . 
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There still was no large processing plant for copra, cottonseed 
and other oilseeds. Government have decided to give this operation 
over to private enterprise and will be awarding pioneer status to the 
most satisfactory applicant. A small private factory crushed some 
copra and cottonseed and so helped to meet the demand for eee 
oils and stockfeed. © 


Cassava 


Production showed a heartening upward trend during 1964 and 
1965. See table of exports. 


Peanuts 


After falling very sharply in 1964 production recovered to a 
satisfactory level in 1965. Standardisation of quality will help this 
export. 


Cacao 


A further 80 acres and 74 acres were planted with this crop in 1964 
and 1965 respectively. The total area under clones now stands at 899 
acres with an additional 153 acres under hybrid seedlings. Exports 
over the past three years were: 


1963 1964 1965 
Cacao beans (cwt.) . 486 521 821 


World prices remained low in 1964 and 1965 but current trends 
suggest an improvement for 1966. 


Nutmegs and Mace 


Interest in this crop is growing and the slump in cacao and the 
prevailing unsettled conditions in Indonesia, the territory’s main 
competitor have caused, prices to climb. As a result collections were 
better and exports rose. Production for the last five years was as 
follows: 

Mace Nutmegs Value 


(Ib.) (Ib.) $ WI 
1961 16,759 93,69 142,436 
1962 25,063 159,334 - 213,717 
1963 19,695 107,980 122,550 
1964 . ; ; 20,764 132,592 137,033 
1965 39,596 205,116 221,349 


A cursory survey in n 1965 revealed that the total nutmeg acreage 
was approximately 130 acres only, the value of exports from this 
small area equalling or bettering that of sweet potatoes for an 
acreage that runs into 1,000’s. Growers have been advised to plant 
more nutmegs and to be very liberal with their fertiliser dressings 
to mature trees—anywhere from 10-30 Ibs per tree per annum. 
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Plantings have been going on at the rate of about 5,000-6,000 
seedlings per year and it is hoped to increase this to 20,000 per year. 
Only a limited number of marcotts was used. 


Black-Pepper 


Interest in this crop is growing and several small demonstration 
plots have been established in order to familiarise growers with the 
crop. Propagation of cuttings has been greatly stepped up. 


Sweet Potatoes 


St. Vincent has always been a large producer and exporter of 
sweet potatoes. This forms the backbone of the Marketing Board’s 
trade. 


Exports to Trinidad have been constant at the 4-5 million Ib. 
mark due largely to the fact that the Trinidad market can absorb no 
more. As the crop is grown largely with natural rainfall, supplies 
are well below market demand from about April to September. As 
with bananas a readjustment where possible to permit of higher 
production for this period of scarcity would help. However, in the 
absence of irrigation or an unusually wet dry season, this is not 
easily done. 


Other Food Crops 


“The acreage devoted to other starchy food crops (roots) remained 
about the same. It is difficult to obtain an accurate estimate but a 
more intensively cultivated acreage of from 5,000-7,000 acres is 
devoted to these crops or 7,000-10,000 acres if one includes all the 
indifferently cultivated portions that grow one or more of these 
crops during the course of a year. Estimated production for the 
three main types is: 


Million Ib. 
Sweet potatoes Z F : i ‘ F 12 
Yams . : P js . F A £ 1.5 
Tannias, Eddoes and Dasheens . . , 3 3 


The Marketing Board continues to function well and produce 
purchased by the Board amounted to $W.I.268,666 in 1965, as 
against $255,758 in 1964 and $204,480 in 1963. Exports of yams, 
tannias mixed roots and pumpkins remained at a fair level, but 
the bulk of the yams once more go to Trinidad as the United States 
and British markets call for a smaller yam and producers so far have 
been unwilling to change their methods of cultivation to produce 
these. 
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: j Quantity (Ib.) -- BO se Value ($) 
Exports. -- 1963 1964 1965 1963 - 1964 1965 - 
Yams . - 484,720 378,547 - 441,522 25,919 19,035 - 22,094 
Tannias - 161,635 105,690 164,670 9,693 6,345 9,877 
Eddoes . 247,570 247,324 338,918 14,861 14,876 20,326 
Mixed Roots 123,676 130,588 160,700 6,308 6,675 . 8,288 
Pumpkins. 103, 321 77 272 69,098 2,068 1,562 2,896 








TOTAL «($58,849 $48,493 $63,481. 











Pigeon peas, bank peas, blackeye peas, tomatoes, plantains, 
avocado pears and farine make fair contributions to the island’s 
export trade, as well as contributing immensely to local food supplies. 
Rejected bananas are of great significance too as a perfectly good 
food. A substantial production of green vegetables is also attained, 
e.g. carrots, shallots, cabbage, lettuce, cucumbers, peppers (hot and 
sweet), string beans, egg plants, cauliflower, etc. St. Vincent, whilst 
it could do better, by and large supplies a large volume of its own 
food: 


Soil Conservation 


Soil and water conservation remain a top priority. Control of 
surplus run-off water from the steeply sloping lands and long 
stretches of unbroken road drains, remain the most urgent need. 
Silt traps continue to be effective and popular. However, the sums 
made available for this work are generally quite inadequate to meet 
the needs and it is only the deep nature of the volcanic soils which 
permits this abuse to go on without alarm. More positive and 
active measures to control soil erosion will have to be taken if the 
territory’s most valuable asset is not to be slowly whittled away. 
Growers on the whole are not now as co-operative as formerly and 
a disturbing degree of laxity is evident. | 


Contour banking, tie-ridging, vegetable grass barriers along the 
contour, diversion ditches, graded drains, contour silt traps, strip- 
cropping and relegating steep lands to tree crops and pasture, 
remain the principal anti-erosion practices. The system of “flat 
ploughing” as practised mainly with food crops in the North Lee- 
ward district is a hazard and leads to severe sheet and rill erosion. 
Despite years of sustained effort the Department of Agriculture has 
been unable to eradicate this practice—though the same farmers 
will always plant cotton on contour ridges. Such terracing as has 
been practised appears good and when the Ministry of Trade 
Tractor Pool becomes fully operative good progress is expected 
along these lines. Elsewhere in the island contour furrows are used 
to much better effect. 


Production 23 


The economic reverses most main crops have been experienc- 
ing have tended to dampen growers’ enthusiasm for soil conservation, 
but this, it is hoped, is just a passing phase. 


Fertilisers 


Fertiliser usage remained at a commendable level though increas- 
ing prices resulting from increased freight rates have tended to 
curtail usage. Complete mixed NPK fertilisers, e.g. 12:4:30; 16:8:16; 
16:4:16 and 12:4:24 form the bulk of those in common usage. 
Additional nitrogen is still required in fair quantities in the light, 
readily leached soils. 

Imports for 1964 and 1965 were 11,092 tons and 6,317 tons 
respectively of which 232 tons and 871 tons were sulphate of 
ammonia and other nitrogenous fertilisers. The figures for 1963 
were 5,793 and 347 tons respectively. A substantial portion, 2,118 
tons of the 1963 and of the 1964 figure also, was the free and sub- 
sidised gift of Her Majesty’s Government following hurricanes 
Edith and Flora in 1963. Full details were given in the 1962/63 
report—see Bananas. 

The Esso Standard Oil Co. bulk storage and blending plant went 
into operation in 1964 and has been of great assistance to the 
planting community in general. 


Leeward Land Settlement Estates 


The development phase having been completed operations on 
these estates were largely of a routine nature. Irrigation units were 
bought for both estates and are functioning well. 

Banana production for the last four crop years (July/J une) was: 


Production in Stems 
1961/62 1962/63 1963/64 1964/65 
Richmond Vale . 27,206 22,943 33,794 39,774 
Wallilabou . . 14,704 11,648 13,213 16,110 

The banana acreage. was extended on both estates. This was 
essential as expected earnings from cacao dropped due to falling 
prices and arrowroot acreage had to be decreased for reasons 
already given. The purchase of irrigation units for both properties 
has enabled the extension of bananas to areas that would formerly 
have been too risky as they dried out too severely in the January/ 
May dry season. 

The acreage under cacao on these estates remained at about 160 
acres. There were no further plantings. The clones and hybrid 
seedlings, which constitute all of the cacao, are bearing very well 
indeed and production is rising steadily, but unfortunately the price 
has been low. Local demand is still quite favourable. 
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Richmond Vale Wallilabou 
Sales of Cacao $ WI. $ WI. 
1960/61 10,119 10,722 
1961/62 13,338 11,939 
1962/63 17,694 17,533 
1963/64 10,962 9,480 
1964/65 17,523 15,044 


Nutmeg production was good and the acreage has been expanded 
and old stands throughly supplied at Wallilabou. A small area was 
sown at Richmond. Nutmeg and mace sales for Wallilabou were: 

1962/63 1963/64 1964/65 
$2,682 $4,000 $5,122 

Little cotton is grown on the estates. Wallilabou helps out with 
the seed multiplication programme and so grows about 4 acres only. 
A small area is devoted to cassava also. Copra yields continue to 
increase, especially at Richmond, but this is being largely offset by 
predal larceny and further losses due to pests and diseases, especially 
on younger palms, plus the general decline of older palms. 


Richmond Vale Wallilabou 
Copra Production (tons) (tons) 
1960/61 164.16 35.18 
1961/62 167.50 30.90 
1962/63 173.70 : 31.80 
1963/64 171.30 30.50 
1964/65 151.00 26.00 


The small Robusta coffee plot is doing well and some more black- 
pepper has been planted. More grapefruit has been planted at 
Wallilabou. 


The graded Nelthrop beef herd continues to do well and several 
other estates and medium size farms have been purchasing breeding 
stock from this herd. On the whole the herd looks very well and 
with the pangola grass subsidy scheme this herd is playing a most 
useful role. It is planned to increase the existing pangola grass 
acreage from 50 to 80 acres soon. 


The audited accounts for the year ending 30th June 1965 showed 
a net loss of $23,517 as against net profits of $16,470 and of $5,914 
in 1964 and 1963 respectively. Frequently recurring windstorms are 
a menace to the progress of these estates, especially Richmond 
Vale. The fall in arrowroot prices and the need to reduce this crop, 
plus high predal larceny of coconuts, have all contributed to the 
rather disappointing performances by these estates. Squatters are 
an increasing problem. 


Arrowroot flour production for the past three crops was: 


Unit 1962/63 1963/64 1964/65 
Richmond Vale . _ Barrel 2,178 2,120 1,295 
Wallilabou . (200 Ib.) 1,092 1,440 990 
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With declining financial returns the Land Settlement and Develop- 
ment Board has had to reduce incentive payments to the 7, 4, and 2 
per cent levels for wage earners (depending on number of days 
worked) and at the Board’s discretion for the staff only when profits 
are made. Incentive payments amounting to $7,412, $7,247 and 
$5,926 were made in 1963, 1964 and 1965 respectively. 

The 16 leasehold holdings comprising 70 acres continued to oper- 
ate satisfactorily but recent trends with both cotton and arrowroot 
have made it difficult for these tenants. They have maintained a 
highly satisfactory level of production and good standards of 
husbandry. The Board advances credit to these farmers but they 
do have to pay the ruling rate of interest which the Board pays the 
Bank. Unfortunately the extension of the town of Barrouallie will 
mean having to give up a fair proportion, indeed the better parts, 
of these holdings and it is likely that this effort will peter out. 


LIVESTOCK 


Patronage at all six stud centres remained at a good level and 
improved substantially in 1965 with the reappearance of Holstein- 
Friesian bulls although fuller use is still desirable. The improvement 
in type and breed has reached a high level which would be more 
noticeable were matching standards of management practised. 


Poultry rearing is progressing well. There is a local poultry co- 
operative but this is showing signs of disintegration. Government 
granted poultry rearers further assistance by severely limiting 
imports of poultry products and eggs. Both broilers and layers are 
kept. 


A scheme for subsidising the establishment of pangola grass 
pastures was finally approved in 1965. Under this farmers can 
recoup 50-75 per cent of the cost of establishing and fencing their 
pangola grass pastures. It is hoped that further assistance will be 
given so as to continue and expand this worthwhile effort. 


The 16 Holstein cattle obtained from Heifer Project Incorporated 
of America along with the three British importations are all doing 
well, save one bull which died of bloat at the 1964 all-island exhibi- 
tion. 


The five annual district stud centre livestock field days were held 
in both years and were well attended. The spirit of friendly com- 
petition is taking on and interest is keen. The field days are now a 
much looked-forward-to feature in the life of the various communi- 
ties and as from 1966 it is hoped to make them open; formerly 


26 St. Vincent: 1964 and 1965 


entries were restricted to progeny sired by the studs of the various 
centres. It is felt that this will increase the interest shown, lead to 
wider participation and prove to be a true test of the superiority of 
stud centre livestock. 

Worms, lice, ticks, fleas, mites, parturition and post-parturition 
troubles, general mineral deficiency, mastitis, pneumonia, warts and 
other tumors, a variety of mechanical injuries as well as rough 
handling and indifferent management (lack of adequate feed and 
water in the dry season) are still leading problems, but an unending 
campaign is waged against them with some success. Better feeding, 
breeding, handling and housing are stressed continually. There were 
no outbreaks of notifiable diseases during the period under review. 

Exports to Trinidad of sheep and to a lesser extent goats were 
maintained. However, the import tax of $W.1.2.00 per head by the 
Trinidad Government has curtailed this trade, especially in the case 
of goats which formerly were on a numerical par with sheep. 


EXPORTS OF LIVESTOCK 


an 1964 I ea 
Goats. . ‘ 6,537 6,466 7,582 
Sheep. ; ‘ 20,965 23,106 21,642 
Horses. . : 3,000 25,000 37,000 











$30,502 $54,572 $66,224 











Interest in beef and dairy cattle is growing encouragingly. There 
are now five fair sized herds of Nelthrop cattle, the largest being at 
the Diamond Estate, now totalling some 350 head. In addition 
several smaller farmers have bought grade bulls and are increasing 
their herds. 

The pasteurisation plant donated by the London newspaper 
The People commenced operations late in 1965. Mr. Nokes, Milk 
Adviser, was made available by the Ministry of Overseas Develop- 
ment and he was of immeasurable help in getting the plant estab- 
lished and in operation. To date it has operated well. A young team 
of voluntezrs was brought out at the expense of The People, and 
‘erected the entire plant. Interest in dairy cattle is again on the 
‘upsurge and the presence of the pasteurisation plant should help to 
make it more permanent this time. Local supplies of beef, pork, 
mutton and poultry products were good. 


FORESTRY 
The Forest Supervisor recruited in 1962 completed his contract in 
1965 and it is planned to train someone to fill this post. In the 
meantime the present Forest Ranger, who has had years of exper- 
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iencé, will carry on in an acting capacity. Otherwise the staff re- 
miained unchanged and. continued to supetvise and control Crown 
Land tenants and woodcutters according to Crown Land Regula- 
tions. The Crown Land Bailiff attended to the collection of rents 
and the prosection of offenders. Collections for the pest five years 
have been. 


3 
1961 8,183 
1962 6,720 
1963 8,537 
1964. ; 4 . 8,651 
1965 7,627 


Under the Forestry Development Scheme the survey of Crown 
Land Boundaries:was commenced in 1962. To date some 35 miles 
of traverse lines have been run. The shortage of surveyors is re- 
sponsible for the slow progress. 

_Reafforestation work continued. Up to the end of 1963 some 223 
acres were sown to mahogany, teak, red cedar, Honduras pine and 
blue mahoe. Since then a further 34 acres have been sown making a 
total of 57 acres. The former aim of 50 acres per annum has not been. 
achieved but it is hoped to accelerate progress here shortly. 

The 35 acre mixed stand of white cedar and West Indian mahogany 
at Camden Park has been thinned and pruned once more; 15 acres. 
of mahogany at Fairhall Mt. have been treated similarly. Shoot 
borer (Hypispyla spp) is a menace on mahogany and red cedar. A 
10 per cent erumeration survey was conducted on a 100 acre site 
in the Hermitage forest in 1964. These surveys are of undoubted 
value and more are needed. It is hoped to proceed with this aim in 
the.coming year. . 


FISHERIES 


Revorded fish landings over the last seven years nave been’ as 
follows: 


ne : $ 
1959 400,535 Ibs. . 131,761 
1960 378,975 ,, F - 145,133 
1961 290,107 ,, : - 192,114 
1962 309,878 ,, . - 110,221 © 
1963 411,669 ,,. es. 138,459 
1964 - 347,552 ,, »  . © 129,508 
1965 421,500 ,, 142300 


These landings are approximately 50 per cent of the total annual: 
catch as much fish continues to be sold outside the established fish 
markets. This tendency has grown now that taxis and trucks are 
maore readily available. The percentage of recorded sales is possibly 
no more than 35-40 per cent now. The number of blackfish and 
spermwhales taken over the leet four years, along with the oil and 
meat obtained were: 
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ja pase &"s) io 
lac sperm sperm sperm 
Fish Whales Fish  Whal Fish Whales 
1962. . 95 10 1,389 2,149 44,810 50, 
19963. 3.) 422 12 6113  2'559 206,640 61,380 
1964 | |B 13 4110 ‘1.872 134/800 45,040 
1965. | 185 7 2624 ~—-:1280 82,790 25,340 


The market for blackfish oil and spermwhale oil is still very poor. 

The table below gives the sums loaned to fishermen and fisher- 
men’s co-operative societies for the purchase of tackle and engines. 
These loans are repayable in five years time. 


ra ic ae 
1962 ‘ ‘ ‘ 12,599 8,674 
1963 , . _— 2,071 
1964 ' A : 3,400 1,920 
1965 ; 1,400 180 


The F.A.O. are to start investigation and training operations at 
this end of the Caribbean where one of their five deep sea modern 
trawlers will be based. Local fisheries departments are hoping to 
obtain much needed help from this source with regard to training 
of local staff and the mapping of the neighbouring fishing grounds. 


CO-OPERATIVE DIVISION 
The Division continued to do useful work and good progress is 
being made. Since 1963 a further two societies have been registered 
bringing the total number to 17 with a total membership of 2,150 
at 31st December 1965. The table below gives further details: 


; Shares and Reserve 
Classification No. Membership Deron’: — 
Thrift and Credit: 

Credit Unions : 9 1,843 72,077 2,976 
Marketing - . 4 154 4,789 52 
Fishermen 3 : 4 153 1,211 120 

17 2,150 78,077 3,148 


Full details are given in the published 1964 report of the Co- 
operative Division. 

The Assistant Field Officer underwent a six months course of 
training in Canada and the United States in co-operative ‘principles 
and development, marketing, agricultural extension, etc. 


4-H MOVEMENT 
Interest in the movement, resuscitated in 1961, grew considerably 
and was largely the result of: 
(a) The excellent results achieved with the broiler chick projects 
sponsored by the Gerry Palmer Co. 
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(b) Each club held a local Achievement Day in its own com- 

munity. 

Membership grew from 375 in 1963 to 450 in 1964 and finally to 
520 by the end of 1965. One club ceased to function but another was 
organised, so the number remains at 12, one less than in G8. 
Active voluntary leaders now number 54. 

It is considered that the services of a full time poine economist 
intensified leadership training and separate provision in the local 
estimates for the 4-H movement are urgent needs. 

The following group and individual projects were in operation 
during the period under review: 

(a) the dairy heifer exchange project comprising 5 heifers; 

(b) the weaner pig exchange project; 

(c) the 4 banana projects on estate lands; 

(d) poultry projects—both broiler and layer. The broiler project 

was very successful. 

Rabbit projects on a large scale are planned for 1966. Successful 
annual Recognition Days have been held for the last three years 
and have helped to focus attention on this worthy movement. 
Private and Government support and interest have been com- 
mendable and most encouraging. 


ALL-ISLAND AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION 


After a lapse of 33 years the island-wide agricultural exhibition was 
revived and was held on 4th, 5th and 6th of September 1964. 
Exhibits were numerous and of a high and varied order, demon- 
strating the skill and ingenuity of local producers and artisans. 
The exhibition was outstandingly successful and it is hoped to hold 
further exhibitions triennially. 

The Bicentenary Celebrations of the St. Vincent Botanic Gardens 
were held in March 1965 and ran for three days also. This too was 
highly successful and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. A special 
commemorative issue of four stamps marked the occasion. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


The established technical staff of the Education Department consists 
of the Education Officer, two Inspectors of Schools, a Music Officer 
and four Organisers (Home, Economics, Handcraft, Rural Science 
and Infant Methods). 
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Primary Education 


Primary education continues to be free (except in the case of the 
Kingstown Preparatory School) but not compulsory. 56 primary 
‘Schools in the territory are maintained by the Government who 
provide all teachers’ salaries: and pensions and supply a limited 
quantity of text books, Sanenery and equipment for free diserbutien 
to. pupils. 

‘The curriculum includes: English, arithmetic, biology, ivpeas, 
social studies, singing and religious instruction. In addition, if 
teachers are available, art, needlework, physical education, cookery, 
woodwork and rural science are also taught. 


During 1964/65, three schools were extended with Colonial 
Development and Welfare Funds at a cost of $45,451 and provided 
an additional 459 places. At the end of 1965, there were 17,214 
places available and 8,646 places were needed at 10 square feet per 
child. Enrolment showed at that time 13,057 boys, and 12,484 girls; 
the average attendance was 10,116 boys and 9,967 girls. 


The establishment of teachers in primary schools at the end of 
1965 comprised 68 trained teachers with college certificates and 
approximately 664 others who had not attended a teachers’ training 
college. Of the latter, 120 were holders of the school certificate or its 
equivalent and had received in-service. professional training locally 
on a part-time basis. 50 more of these are at the St. Vincent Training 
College. 


Secondary Education 


Secondary. education is provided in two Government and seven 
aided schools. A new Government Grammar School.to accommo-~ 
date 500 boys has recently been constructed to replace the old 
overcrowded one, at an overall cost of $200,000.00; the Girls’ 
High School, a.Government Secondary School, has been enlarged 
by the addition of two classrooms at a cost of $20,000.00. . 


The secondary schools are organised generally along the lines of 
the English grammar school. The highest forms are prepared for 
the General Certificate of Education at Advanced Level, in the case 
of the Government Secondary Schools, and Ordinary Level in the 
case of the aided Secondary Schools. 


Admission to the secondary schools is based on an entrance 
examination. Government offers twelve scholarships to primary 
school boys and girls to enable them to obtain free secondary 
education at the Government secondary schools. Scholarships are 
intended to meet the cost of tuition and books but maintenance 
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grants are also paid to pupils who reside not less than 2 miles from 
Kingstown. Scholarships are awarded by the Kingstown Town 
Board, religious bodies, voluntary organisations, and individuals. 

At the end of 1965, there were 624 pupils in the two Government 
secondary schools and approximately 1,876 in private secondary 
schools. 


St. Vincent Teachers College 


The college began operation in October 1964 and is affiliated to 

the Institute of Education of the University of the West Indies. It 
has an enrolment of fifty students and a staff of four full-time 
lecturers including the principal, and six part-time tutors. It offers at 
present a one year basic course for locally certificated teachers and 
probationers and is designed to cut down on the back-log of un- 
trained teachers. With the co-operation of the college staff, work on 
a new syllabus for junior and senior stages has been started. 
Orientation courses were held in 1965 to enable teachers to study 
parts of these new syllabuses which are being tested in schools 
before they are finalised. 
. An effective method of upgrading pupil teachers and student 
teachers to G.C.E. Ordinary Level was pursued in 1965. 45 pupil 
teachers were successful at the final examination and 78 G.C.E. 
certificates were awarded to Student teachers. 

Music, physical education, rural science, handcraft and domestic 
science are included in the curriculum of St. Vincent’s schools as a 
result of the efforts of teachers who have received training in these 
subjects and are now attached to the staff of the Education 
Department. . 


The Te echnical Wing 


_ The Technical Wing, a gift of the American Government in 1961, 
is under the supervision of the headmaster of the grammar school 
and continues to fulfill some of its aims and purposes. It offers boys 
of secondary schools a type of education alternative to the wholly 
academic type. Evening classes for adults in technical subjects are 
also held. 

There is no organised school medical service, but the Medical 
Department makes provision for school children as the need arises; 
there is treatment of visual defects and a Dental Service. UNICEF 
continues to supply milk daily for approximately 5,000 children, while 
Government provides food yeast biscuits for a similar number. of 
children. 

Evening Classes in academic and technical subjects organised ‘by 
the Education Department continue to attract a fair number of 
adults wishing to prepare for G.C.E. examinations. 
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Library Services 


The St. Vincent Publie Library continued its endeavours to meet 
the demands made on its services. The reference section was 
transferred to the upper floor and accommodation is now provided 
for over forty students. The alcove of the lower floor, which was used 
as the reference section, now houses the West Indian collection. 


During the years 1964 and 1965 there were 92,266 books issued, 
in the adult and juvenile lending libraries. At the end of 1965 the 
total number of adult borrowers registered was 4,649 and the number 
of juveniles was 3,375. A number of persons registered as borrowers, 
were contacted as their tickets remained unused for some time. 
Some of these readers resumed their borrowing, while other tickets 
were cancelled, as the persons had left the territory. During the 
period 5,530 books were added to stock. However, due to poor 
binding facilities no books were bound. There are five members of 
the staff and it is essential to increase this number as soon 
as possible, in order to cope with the growing demands being made 
on the service. 


One new branch library was opened during this period, and a 
deposit station was converted into a branch. The older branch 
libraries need revitalising and a substantial increase of the Book 
Fund would enable this to be done. 


HEALTH 
Staff 


The Medical Department is under the control of the Senior 
Medical Officer. In addition, there is a Medical Officer of Health 
who is also Medical Superintendent (non-resident) of the Mental 
Hospital. During 1964 the Medical Officer of Health carried out 
the duties of a District Medical Officer until November, and in 
August 1965 he proceeded on 6 months leave, his duties as Medical 
Superintendent of the Mental Hospital being taken over by the 
Senior Medical Officer. At the Colonial Hospital there are full-time 
posts for a surgeon superintendent, a second surgeon, a physician/ 
anaesthetist and two posts created in 1965 for a full-time anaes- 
thetist and paediatrician, the latter filled at present in an honorary 
capacity by the paediatrician of the Save the Children Fund; 
arrangements have been made to fill the anaesthetist’s post in March 
1966. 


All eight posts for medical officers were filled on the appointment 
in November 1965 of a second District Medical Officer to Kings- 
town. 
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Two Government dental surgeons provided dental care at clinics 
in the Colonial Hospital and rural dispensaries. An ophthalmic 
service was provided by the surgeon superintendent and an opto- 
metrist. 

The Laboratory was staffed by a Technician in Charge, two 
Technicians and two Student Technicians. The X-ray Department 
was run by a Radiographer assisted by a Staff Nurse. 

The Nursing Establishment of the Colonial Hospital, Montrose 
Extension (Infectious Diseases) Hospital, Mental Hospital, Lewis 
Punnett Home for the Aged Poor and the Leper Asylum consists 
of one matron, one assistant matron sister tutor, 17 sisters, four 
charge nurses, 22 staff nurses, 56 student nurses and other ancillary 
staff. 


Institutions 


The Colonial Hospital of 208 beds provides services in surgery, 
obstetrics and gynaecology, general medicine, paediatrics and 
ophthalmics. The Montrose Extension (Isolation) Hospital provides 
accommodation for 50 patients and functions mainly as a tuber- 
culosis sanatorium, while one of the blocks is reserved for the treat- 
ment of typhoid. The Mental Hospital of a nominal 88 beds had a 
daily bed occupancy state of 140 in 1964 and 142 in 1965. The 
Lewis Punnett Home for the Aged Poor (125 beds) was filled to 
capacity and continued to accommodate a large number of infirm 
and chronically ill patients among its inmates. The Leper Asylum 
had a daily average of 12 patients during 1964 and 11 during 1965. 

The community is becoming increasingly aware of the advantages 
of modern medicine and is making better use of the curative and 
health facilities provided at clinics and at hospitals. People are also 
submitting more readily to surgery for the radical cure of the 
various chronic disorders which they were prepared or accustomed 
to endure in the past. Pressure on hospital beds, particularly in the 
paediatric and surgical units, caused a chronic state of overcrowding 
in the Colonial Hospital and the Mental Hospital. 

Admissions, discharges and deaths in instutitions were as follows: 


1964 1965 
Admissions Discharges Deaths Admissions Discharges Deaths 
4,756 4,540 213 5,047 4,900 161. 


Colonial Hospital ; . 

Montrose Extension Hospital 22 20 2 38 15 

Mental Hospital 7 7 88 54 8 90 61 3 
Lewis Punnett Home . : 39 5 25 25 _ 19 
Leper Asylum . " : 13 1 1 12 1 _ 


District Services 

The rural districts were served by 24 dispensaries and by the 
Casualty Hospitals with a total capacity of 20 beds situated at 
Georgetown, Chateaubelair and Bequia. These dispensaries provide 
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medical care on the day the District Medical Officer holds a clinic, 
daily dressings and services such as maternity and child care, domi- 
ciliary midwifery, home visits, health education and communicable 
disease control. Maternity and child health clinics were held in 
Kingstown by the Senior Health Nurse and Junior Health Nurse 
and in the various rural areas by the district nurses. The Superin- 
tendent Health Nurse visits all districts and supervises the work 
in the various clinics. 


Deserving cases among infants, nursing and expectant mothers, 
and pre-school and school children received free rations of UNICEF 
dry skimmed milk under the Milk Feeding Programme. 


Public Health 


Judging by mortality rates, there has been a marked improvement 
in the health of the community in recent years. The overall death 
rate in 1965 of 8.9 per 1,000 of population is the lowest recorded 
and is mainly due to a dramatic fall in the infant mortality rate by 
about half in the past six years. The high mortality rate in children 
under the age of two years continues to be a major health problem, 
the dominating causes being malnutrition and gastro-enteritis. An 
outbreak of influenza which occurred during the last quarter of 
1965 and continued into 1966 was responsible for a few deaths, 
mainly among the very young. 

A major problem is the serious rate of population increase at 
over three per cent per annum with far-reaching implications for 
the planning of health and other services. The seriousness of the 
situation is appreciated by certain members of the community. A 
Planned Parenthood Association was formed in December 1965, 
‘which in collaboration with Government Family Planning Units 
will provide increased facilities for contraception in an attempt to 
stabilise population growth. 

The first five year Environmental Sanitation Programme which 
was planned with the assistance of UNICEF was completed in 1965. 
Over 10,000 pit latrines were constructed and distributed to house- 
holders, 26 schools were provided with modern sanitation, drinking 
water and washing facilities and 10 bath houses were built under 
a separate scheme controlled by the Public Health Engineering 
Unit. 


‘Typhoid Fever 
-- 14 cases and no deaths were notified in 1965 as compared with 
26 cases. and two deaths in 1964. 


Social. Services. 35 


Yellow Fever 


. Aedes aegypti mosquitoes re-established themselves in St. Vincent 
in 1964. Control measures were concentrated on the ports of Kings- 
town and Bequia in the Grenadines, at the airport, and on small 
craft plying between St. Vincent and the neighbouring islands. 
Dengue fever was made notifiable but no cases have been reported. 


‘Smallpox 
_, The vaccination of all infants was continued as a routine measure. 


Tuberculosis 


16 cases including two relapses and six deaths were reported in 
1964 and 16 cases including one relapse and three deaths in 1965. 
Control measures were confined to the treatment of cases in hospital 
and tuberculin testing and B.C.G. vaccination of all contacts. The 
B.C.G. vaccination of school children was commenced in 1964 but 
discontinued in 1965 on the advice of the Medical Research Council 
because of masking of the diagnostic value of the tuberculin test 
in a population with a relatively low incidence of tuberculous 
infection. 


Malaria 
No cases were reported. 


Poliomyelitis 


_ No cases were reported in 1965 as against one case in 1964. 
Following the mass anti-polio immunisation campaign of 1963, 
3,538 children between the ages of three months and two years were 
immunized with oral sabin polio vaccine in 1965 of whom 2,310 
received two doses and 1,228 received a single dose. The campaign 
is being continued in children aged three-four months as a routine 
measure. 


Venereal Diseases 

With better notification the incidence of gonorrhoea now proves 
to be higher than was previously realised and the situation calls for 
active control measures if the necessary staff and funds can be made 
available. 


Yaws 


Yaws continues to be a problem and cases keep recurring in rural 
areas. 


36 St. Vincent: 1964 and 1965 


Special Health Projects | 


The Supplementary Milk Feeding Programme sponsered by 
UNICEF is still in progress. 


Sanitary Services 


The sanitary services were maintained throughout the period. 
Routine measures, scavenging Kingstown and its suburbs, drainage, 
filling cesspits, etc., were carried out. Existing public and school 
latrines were maintained in a sanitary condition and rural springs 
and wells were serviced and protected. 


Vital Statistics 
Population, Births and Deaths in 1964 and 1965 
Birth Rate Death Rate 

Mean per 1, per 1,000 
Year - population Live Births population Deaths population 
1964. 86,159 3,678 42.7 821 9.5 
1965. 88,399* 3,584 40.5* 785 8.9* 

*Estimated. 


Infant and Maternal Mortality, 1964 and 1965 


Infant 


Mortality Maternal 
Rate per Mortality 
Infant 1,000 live Still Maternal Rate per 
Year Deaths births Births Deaths 1,000 births 


1964. 277 75.3 87 5 1.33 
1965. 263 73.4 98 6 1.6 
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Contagious and Infectious Diseases 


1962 1963 1964 1965 


Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 


Dysentery 1 1 6* 2 -— — 23 —_— 
Yaws 119 — 166 _ 235 —_— 418 — 
Influenza 95 3 623 7 769 8 1,182 8 
Pneumonia —t 75 —t 73 —t 70 264 44 
Enteric Fever 17 — 15 — 26 2 16 _ 
Tuberculosis . 18 6 17 6 16 3 16 4 
Syphilis 26 5 10 3 35 _ 49 _ 
Whooping Cough 40 2 -- — 1 — 16 — 
Chicken Pox 62 _— 129 — 101 _ 228 _ 
Leprosy — 1 2 — 1 — — _— 
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis . _— _— — — — 1 — —_ 
Measles 6 — 347 2. 4 — 226 1 


Poliomyelitis 





*Estimated. tNot available. 
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HOUSING 

The problem of rehousing the working classes of St. Vincent was 
started when the Slum Clearance and Housing Ordinance and the 
Town and Country Planning Ordinance came into effect in January 
1946. Under the terms of the former, the Central Housing and 
Planning Authority was established in March 1946. Briefly, the 
functions of the Authority are to prepare and approve housing 
development plans and put into effect schemes approved by Govern- 
ment for the rehabilitation of families living in sub-standard houses, 
both in urban and rural areas. 

The Slum Clearance Ordinance makes provision for the Central 
Housing and Planning Authority to take over and clear slum areas, 
to pay compensation for dilapidated houses, and to replace them 
with adequate houses; however, substantial funds are required for 
such projects and these were not available. 

In St. Vincent, many families have been forced by economic 
circumstances to build their homes of inferior wood and mud 
and thatch, making easy prey for hurricanes and insects, and 
injurious to the health of the entire family. 

From information obtained it can readily be seen that the provi- 
sion of housing has not kept pace with the population growth in 1965. 
There is no doubt that housing conditions improved considerably 
from 1946 to 1965. Nevertheless, St. Vincent is still faced with the 
problems of having to provide suitable accommodation for many 
families who are still living in over-crowded and sub-standard 
housing conditions, and for the rapidly increasing population. 

Based on the United Nations target of seven to ten units per year 
per 1,000 population to solve the world’s housing problem within 
30 years, St. Vincent’s total housing programme, rural and urban, 
should be approximately 880 units per year. 

For the period 1964/65 under Government-aided Schemes, a 
total of 15 middle and 16 low income group concrete block houses 
were built and 300 families were assisted to improve the condition 
of their houses to bring them up to the minimum Public Health 
Standard. Through private enterprise aided by financial agencies 
other than Government, housing conditions continue to make fair 
progress. 

Lands for two new housing projects were obtained for the rehabi- 
litation of families and the removal of an insanitary village. 

For the period under review, one private housing project was 
making very good progress and the houses were being constructed 
and sold to families in a higher income group. There is no doubt 
that both Government and private enterprise are continuing to 
make efforts to improve housing conditions, but the problem is 
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getting worse as a result of the rapidly increasing population and 
the increasing number of houses that are becoming uninhabitable 
because their owners are unable to replace them or effect major 
repairs. These conditions are causing a further problem, for the 
squatter population is now rapidly increasing. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


IMPORTANT legislation enacted during the years 1964 and 1965 
included the following Ordinances: 


1964 


' No. 2. Arnos Vale Airport Ordinance provides for the Management, 
Control and Supervision of the Arnos Vale Airport. 

No. 3. The Banana Growers Association (Amendment) Ordinance 
provides that the Board of Management may award scholarships 
annually to the children of registered banana growers in the territory. 
"No.5. The Harbour (Dues and Charges) Ordinance provides for the 
imposition of certain dues and charges for the use of harbour 
facilities and port services in the territory and other matters con- 
nected therewith. 

No. 6. The Kingstown Board (Amendment) Ordinance amends the 
principal Ordinance so as to provide that as long as the several acts 
prescribed in relation to the preparation, publication and revision 
of the Elector’s Roll for 1964 are substantially carried out no 
objection may be taken because the several acts aforesaid were not 
performed within the time prescribed. 

No. 7. The Foreign Judgments (Reciprocal Enforcement) (Amend- 
ment) Ordinance amends the principal Ordinance to provide that 
certain judgments are not registerable here. 

No. 10. The Local Government (Amendment) Ordinance provides 
for a longer maximum period within which bye-elections may take 
place. 

No. 11. Local Government (Amendment No. 2) Ordinance provides 
authority for the Administrator to extend the tenure of office of the 
members of a local authority as a whole for any period not exceeding 
twelve months. 

No. 13. The Pensions (Amendment) Ordinance amends the Pensions 
Ordinance of 1948, to ensure that statutory provision exists to 
cover “inducement allowance” payable to designated officers in 
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relation to pension benefits payable to those officers and also in 
order to ensure that “inducement allowance” counts as pensionable 
emoluments. 


1965 


No. 1. The Currency Ordinance, 1965, repeals the Currency 
Ordinance, 1959, and provides for giving legal effect to the provi- 
sions of the British Caribbean Currency Agreement, 1964. 


No. 2. The Currency (No. 2) Ordinance, 1965, provides for giving 
legal effect to the provision of the Eastern Caribbean Currency 
Agreement and to repeal certain provisions of the Currency Ordi- 
nance, 1965. es 


No. 4. The Legislative Council (Election Lists, 1965) Ordinance ~ 
provides a special period for the preparation of preliminary lists of 
electors in the year 1965. 


No. 5. The Pensions (Amendment) Ordinance amends the definition 
of “Shouse allowance” in the principal Ordinance. 


No. 7. The “‘Shakerism” Prohibition (Repeal) Ordinance repeals 
the “‘Shakerism” Prohibition Ordinance. 


No. 8. The Errey B. John Pension Ordinance provides that the 
service of Errey B. John with the Government of the territory be 
deemed to be continuous for the purposes of pension. 


No. 9. The Jessie May Buchan Pension Ordinance provided 
specifically for the period of pensionable service served by Jessie 
May Buchan in order to perfect certain arrangements in regard to 
pension entered into between the officer and this Government. 


No. 10. The Customs Duties (Amendment) Ordinance makes 
provision to grant the Commonwealth Save the Children Fund 
exemption from Customs Duties on imports. 


No. 11. The Essential Services Ordinance provided for the mainte- 
nance of essential services and for matters incidental thereto. 


No. 12. The Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance enacts new 
provisions in the principal Ordinance in order to establish a P.A.Y.E. 
system of income tax collection with effect from Ist January 1966. 


No. 16. The Income Tax (Transitional Relief Discharge) Ordinance 
provides transitional relief discharge of income tax in certain cases 
on emoluments received during the year 1965. 
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Silt traps—used effectively in controlling run-off 
water on steep slopes 
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Model hut at the Botanic Gardens on the occasion of the 
Bi-centenary Celebrations 
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Richmond Vale hydro-electric plant and nicely 
contoured arrowroot field 





Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


A resident Puisne Judge presides over the Supreme Court of the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands in St. Vincent. The 
Supreme Court has civil and criminal jurisdiction, and also hears 
matter in its probate, divorce and Admiralty jurisdictions. 


The territory is divided into three Magisterial Districts. The First 
Magisterial District consists of that part of Saint George’s Parish 
which lies to the west of the Great Head or Warrawarrou River, 
and the Parishes of St. Andrew, St. Patrick and St. David. The 
Second Magisterial District consists of the whole Island of St. 
Vincent exclusive of that portion thereof which comprises the First 
District. The Third Magisterial District consists of all the Grenadine 
Islands included in the Government of St. Vincent. 


There are three Magistrates, one being the Magistrate of District 
I, the second being the Magistrate of Districts II and III, and the 
third being the Additional Magistrate of the territory, whose sub- 
stantive post is Registrar of the Supreme Court. The Legal Assistant 
is also an additional Magistrate for the territory. 


The local system of law enforced by the territory falls under two 
main heads: statute law duly passed by legislation, Imperial Orders 
in Council, etc., and the common law of England together with the 
practice and procedure of the High Court of Justice for the time 
being in force in England, wherever local law is silent or deficient, 
as well as legislation by reference as obtains in probate, divorce and 
matrimonial causes. 


Supreme Court 


(a) Original Jurisdiction. The Court hears all matters which are 
heard and determined by the High Court of Justice in England, 
viz., Queen’s Bench Division, Divorce, Probate and Admiralty 
Division and Chancery Division, except as otherwise provided 
for by local legislation. All appeals are subject to the jurisdic- 
tion of the British Caribbean Court of Appeal and thence to 
the Privy Council. 
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(b) Summary Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines without 
a jury or counsel all civil actions, whether of legal or equitable 
nature, and all matters arising thereout or incidental thereto, 
in which the debt or damage claimed, or the amount of value 
does not exceed £50 and in actions for the recovery of possess- 
ion where the value does not exceed £30. An appeal from this 
Court lies to the British Caribbean Court of Appeal. 


(c) Criminal Jurisdiction. In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction 
the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misdemean- 
ours and offences committed in the territory or within three 
miles of any of the shores of the territory; and of all treasons, 
felonies, misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried 
and determined in the Court under and by any Imperial 
Statute now or hereafter to be passed for the purpose. Appeal 
lies to the British Caribbean Court and thence to the Privy. 
Council. 


Magistrates’ Court 


(a) Criminal Jurisdiction. The Court hears and determines all com- 
plaints or informations for summary offences. 


(b) Civil Jurisdiction. The Court determines all actions of contract 
or tort other than cases of detenue where the amount claimed 
or value of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of 
account or damages or otherwise is in the case of actions of 
contract not more than £52 1s. 8d. ($250) and in the case of 
actions of tort not more than £26 Os. 10d. ($125); for damages 
for detention of, and/or for the recovery of any chattel or 
thing which is not more than £20 ($96) and in the cases for the 
recovery of possession where the value does not exceed £20 
($96); and generally in all other matters in which jurisdiction 
is by any law expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the 
Peace. An appeal from the Magistrates’ Court lies to the 
Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


POLICE 
Organisation and Establishment 
The Chief of Police is in command of the Force. 


The authorised establishment and strength for the years 1964 and 
1965 are as set out below: , 
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Establishment Strength 
1964 196. 1 1 


5 964 1965 . 

Chief of Police : 1 1 1 1 
Deputy Supt. of Police 1 1 1 1 
Asst. Supt. of Police 1 1 1 1 
Inspectors 5 5 5 5 
Station Sergeants 6 6 6 6 
Sergeants 14 15 14 15 
po! 30 33 30 33 
Constables 135 136 135 136 
Woman Sergeant _— 1 —_ 1 
Woman Corporal 1 1 1 1 
Woman Constables 2 3 2 3 
196 203 196 203 


Recruitment and Training 


In 1964, thirty recruits were enlisted in the Force and went through 
a six months course of training covering all aspects of Police Duties. 
In 1965, thirty-six were enlisted. The Regional Police Training 
Centre in Barbados still continues to function. Two N.C.O.’s and 
two Senior Constables courses were held during the period under 
review. Four N.C.O.’s and six constables attended these courses. 


Transport 


The department has three Land Rovers, two Bedford vans, five 
motor cycles and one launch. The Commer van has been taken off 
the road as it is no longer mechanically safe. 


Communications 


There is a V.H.F. wireless network with two repeater stations for 
providing island-wide coverage. There are 10 fixed stations and six 
mobile units on the mainland and three fixed stations in three of the 
islands of the Grenadines. 


Immigration 


The Immigration Service is controlled by the Chief of Police, who 
is the Chief Immigration Officer. The total number of immigrants 
in 1964 and 1965 was 17,693 and 26,882 respectively. The total 
number of emigrants in 1964 was 18,944 and in 1965 it was 29,370. 
The number of persons who migrated to the United Kingdom in 
1964 and 1965 was: 


1964 1965 
Students : : . 33 20 
Seeking Employment . - ‘ 614 904 
Visitors : i é 13 37 
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Traffic Branch 
The number of vehicles registered in 1964 and 1965 was as follows: 
1964 1965 
Private Cars. : . ‘ é 1,032 1,150 
Hired Cars. 2 4 : = 189 215 
Trucks é : 7 337 352 
Buses A 120 135 
Jeeps. : F A - 2 142 155 
Motor Cycles ‘ . P é 478 518 
Hearses . : , : Z : 2 2 
Trailers . 53 53 
Tractors 43 45 
2,396 2,625 
Fire Brigade 


The Police are responsible for maintenance of the fire fighting 
services and the establishment for this purpose was one Inspector 
and 19 other ranks for the years 1964 and 1965. In 1964, there were 
17 fires, one of which was serious. The total damage was estimated 
at $47,800.00. During 1965 there were 25 fires, two of which were 
serious. Total damage was estimated at $65,555.00. Members of the 
Auxiliary Fire Brigade continue to give valuable service. 


Auxiliary Police 

The Auxiliary Police (part-time) has an establishment of five 
officers, one warrant officer and 90 other ranks. They give valuable 
assistance to the police in carrying out their numerous functions. 


Sports 

Members of the Police Force are provided with amenities for 
sports and recreation from departmental sources. Games such as 
table tennis, billiards, basket ball and cards were also played. In 
1964 the annual Inter-Islands Athletic Meeting took place in St. 
Lucia. The 1965 meeting which was to have been held in Dominica, 
was cancelled. 


Inquests etc. 

In 1964 26 deaths were investigated by the Police and reports and 
statements forwarded to the Coroner. 12 inquests were held. In 
1965, 27 deaths were investigated by the Police and reports and 
statements forwarded to the Coroner. Five inquests were held. 


Local Forces 


The St. Vincent Grammar School Cadet Corps has a strength 
comprised of two officers and 43 other ranks. 
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PRISONS 


The Superintendent of Prisons is responsible for the general control 
and management of Prisons subject to the prison rules. The prison 
is divided into three sections: the main prison situated at Kingstown 
which houses the majority of the male population, the female prison 
at Fort Charlotte, 24 miles from the main prison, and the Ottley 
Hall Prison Farm which takes up to 14 prisoners. 


Daily Average Prison Population for the review period is as follows: 


1964 1965 

Males. Fi - - A F 75.30 65.24 
Females , or : . 2.64 -66 
77.94 65.90 


The main prison in Kingstown still houses the bulk of the prison 
population and continues to function as an Allocation Prison from 
where inmates considered as suitable for open conditions are 
despatched to live on the Ottley Prison Farm. At the moment there 
is accommodation for only 14 inmates on the Ottley Prison Farm, 
but it is hoped that in the not too distant future there will be facilities 
to accommodate more of the prison population there. Farming is 
pursued at the Prison Farm. Carpentry, shoemaking, tailoring and 
baking are other occuaptions of the St. Vincent Prison. 


In view of the low daily average it is difficult to run any organised 
form of training for the inmates of the Fort Charlotte Female 
Prison. However, when practicable as in the past, voluntary workers 
have assisted by holding classes in sewing, and knitting. 


In 1964 the Superintendent of Prisons was absent on vacation and 
study leave. Mr. Benjamin Woodward the then Chief Prison Officer 
acted during his absence. 


There were 82 offences in 1964, and 79 offences in 1965 committed 
by inmates against prison discipline. There were no escapes in 1964, 
and two escapes in 1965. One escapee was at large for three days 
and the other for nine days. 


Revenue 
: 1964 3 P 7 $18,138.98 
1965 é a 7 $18,648 .89 


During the period the Superintendent continued to assist in 
placing discharged prisoners in employment and helping financially 
where necessary. 
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PUBLIC WORKS 
Water Supplies 


A Colonial Development & Welfare Scheme for $362,488.11 was 
approved in 1965 to provide for new supplies to villages in the South 
Windward and East St. George Districts, and at Layou, Diamond 
Village, Redemption Sharpe and Arnos Vale/Ratho Mill. As a 
result, the water from the Majorca supply, now used by some of the 
above areas, will be diverted for use in Kingstown and its suburbs. 


School Programme 


The Boy’s Grammar School extension to accommodate 500 boys 
was completed at a cost of $205,000.00, as well as extensions to the 
Girl’s High School ($23,723 .34), Biabou School ($18,112.45) and to 
the Clare Valley and Preparatory Schools ($17,577.38). Work 
commenced on the extension of the Teachers Training College, and 
on the construction of new schools at Ashton (Union Island) and 
Buccament. Funds for these projects were provided from Colonial 
Development & Welfare Schemes. 


Hospital Development 


Construction of the new Hospital at Georgetown was begun in 
1964 with funds from Colonial Development & Welfare and was 
continued in 1965. This project is to cost $66,500.00. 


Other Buildings 


The Health and Welfare Training Centre of the Save the Children 
Fund was built at a cost of $65,000.00 by the Public Works Depart- 
ment on behalf of the Fund. The building housing the Agricultural 
Department was extended to accommodate the Ministry for Trade, 
Production, Labour and Tourism. This project cost $13,481.23, 
this figure being met under the Local Budget. 


Island-wide maintenance work was carried out at a cost of 
$62,400 .00. 
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Feeder Roads 


A Colonial Development & Welfare Scheme for $660,000.00 was 
approved in 1964 for the construction of feeder roads, and by 1965 
eleven roads had been completed at a cost of $199,525.21. There are 
now 153.125 miles of all-weather roads, 191.7 miles of rough 
motorable and 206.5 miles of tracks and by-ways in the territory. 


During the years under review, road maintenance work through- 
out the territory cost approximately $320,000.00 per annum and 
special road services were provided at a cost of $20,000.00 per 
annum. Storm damage was repaired at an approximate cost of 
$12,000.00 per annum. Parts of Back Street and of the Leeward/ 
Windward Highway were reconstructed in 1965 for $28,231.91, 
and $30,200.25 respectively. 


ELECTRICITY 


The Electrieity Service is operated by the St. Vincent Electricity 
Services (C.D.C.). The system consists of three power stations, two 
hydro at Colonarie (700 kW) and Richmond (1,100 kW) and two 
diesel at Kingstown (316 kW) and (460 kW). These are linked 
together by 11,000 volt transmission lines covering the Island from 
Richmond through Kingstown to Georgetown, and consumers are 
supplied at 400 volts 3-phase 50 cycles for power, or 230 volts, 
single-phase for domestic purposes. In 1964 and 1965, the output 
position was as follows: 


Type 1964 1965 

Domestic . : : 8,042 .069 3,292.865 
Commercial . : : 1,683. 161 1,810.412 
Industrial : . - 804.496 910.258 


Total number of subscribers at the end of 1965 was 5,661. 


Chapter 11: Communications 


SHIPPING 


Harbour 

The Chief Port is Kingstown, an open roadstead resembling 
somewhat the shape of a horse shoe. The harbour is virtually free 
from shoals and reefs, and can easily accommodate the largest ships. 
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Wharf 


At Kingstown there is a Deep Water Wharf built as a co-operative 
venture by the Governments of Canada and St. Vincent. The pier 
is an open piled construction 900 feet long, and can accommodate 
two large ocean-going ships. It a rom in eperanon since eseptember 
1964. 


Wharf and Harbour Facilities 


At the pier. there are fresh water connections and telephone 
facilities. Cargo is handled mechanically at Kingstown. With the 
aid of fork-lift trucks, towing motors, and trailers, imported cargoes 
are quickly received from ship’s tackles, and by the use of modern 
conveyor belts, exports of bananas are efficiently loaded into the 
holds of fruit ships which call weekly to take supplies to the United 
Kingdom. The deep-water pier ies also attracted more and larger 
tourist ships. 


Foreign cargo and passenger service 


Monthly, and in many cases fortnightly, shipping and passenger 
services are provided by the Royal Netherland Steamship Co., 
Booth American Shipping Co., Harrison Line, Atlantic Line, and 
Saguenay Shipping Limited. These ships bring careces from Europe 
and the North American Continent. 


Inter Island Shipping Service 


There is a weekly shipping and passenger service provided by the 
West Indies Shipping Co., connecting the islands of the West Indies. 
Two ships, the Federal Maple and the Federal Paim, travel through 
the West Indies as far north as Jamaica and south to Trinidad. 
Unscheduled shipping and passenger services are pone by 
locally owned motor and auxiliary ‘vessels. .. 


Internal Shipping Service 


Between the island mainland and its dependencies, passengers 
and cargo are ferried in auxiliary sailing vessels, with a motor 
vessel on contract to.the Government making scheduled trips three 
times per week. 

The following table gives an indication of shipping for the years 
1964 and 1965 at Kingstown: 


1964 
Entered __, Cleared 
Number: Nettons' © Number Net tons 
Steamships 347 591,772. - 323 564,249 
Motor Tankers . 38 26,013 37 26,335 


Sailing and Motor Vessels 297 12, "095 ar) an te "732 : 
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- 1965 
Entered Cleared 
. Number Nettons- Number. Net tons 
-.- Steamships - F 7 336 698,608 - 345 706,161 
. Motor Tankers ‘ 37 28,366 33 24,115. 
27 Sailing and Motor Vessels 320 13,034 363 14, 930 
AIR 


B.W.1.A. and Leeward Islands Air Transport continued to operate 
during 1964 with Dakotas and Herons respectively on scheduled 
passenger services, but during the early part of 1965, Viscounts and 
Avro 748s replaced them. The Viscounts were withdrawn in 
October 1965 and the territory is now served by Avros of L.I.A.T. 
only. At the end of 1965, the schedule was as under: 
Weekdays, except Wednesday and Thursday—two flights daily: 
Aircraft No. 1—St. Lucia/St. Vincent/Barbados/St. Vincent/Antigua. 


No. 2—Antigua/St. Lucia/St. Vincent/Barbados/St. Vincent, 
St. Lucia. 


Wednesdays—one flight: 
St. Lucia/St. Vincent/Barbados/St. Vincent/St. Lucia/Antigua. 


Thursdays—one flight: 
Antigua/St. Lucia/St. Vincent/Barbados/St. Vincent/St. Lucia. 
Connections for Grenada, Trinidad and British Guiana are made 
through Barbados, as the Dieseatss service does not extend to these 
territories. 


POSTS 


The Postal Service is carried on through the General Post Office in 
Kingstown and twelve money order and parcel offices in the rural 
areas and in the outlying islets of Bequia and Union Island. In 
addition, there are 25 small non-accounting offices where stamps 
are sold and registered letter packets are distributed and received. 
Air mails to all countries are received and despatched every day via 
British West Indian Airways Services through Trinidad and 
Barbados. Surface mails are conveyed to and from Britain weekly 
by the Geest Banana Carriers and to the West Indian territories by 
schooners and motor-vessels, as well as by two ships operated by 
the West Indies Shipping Service. Surface mail for other countries 
is despatched direct when opportunity offers, or sent through 
Trinidad and Britain for onward transmission. Telegraphs Services 
are provided by Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Limited. 

During 1965, an estimated total of 1,748,608 postal articles was 
dealt with, compared with 1,417,767 in 1964. ; 

The total revenue from the sale of stamps, poundage on postal 
orders, commission, etc., amounted to $226,761.96 in 1964, and 
to $424,816.44 in 1965. 
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TELEPHONES 
The old manual system has continued in operation up to 3lst 
December 1965 and the possibility of installing a new automatic 
system is still being pursued. In 1965 Government accepted proposals 
in this connection from Cable and Wireless Ltd., and is still awaiting 
approval. There are at present 440 subscribers on the old system. 
The telephone system and the V.H.F. radio link at Bequia continued 
to function during the period under review. Installation of a radio- 
telephone link and switchboard was completed i in Union Island in 
1965, and residents of that dependency are in contact with the 
main land and can make oversea calls. 

The radio beacon at Arnos Vale Airport, which operates on 

403 kes., and assists in aeronautical navigation, is still in operation. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting, Films and 
Government Information Services 
PRESS 
The Vincentian continued as a weekly publication and the publication 
of Challenge was discontinued. Another newspaper, The Model, 
appeared during 1965. This publication, described as a daily, 
appeared only intermittently. 


BROADCASTING 
The relay sub-station of the Windward Islands Broadcasting Service 
continued to operate. In August 1964 operations at the transmitter 
station at Brighton commenced, providing island-wide coverage 
during the day, and extended coverage at night. 


FILMS 
There are four commercial cinemas. Films are imported from the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America. The Govern- 
ment Public Relations Department operates a film unit and receives 
films on loan from the Central Office of Information, the United 
States Information Service, the British Council and the Canadian 
Film Library in Trinidad. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 
The Public Relations Department has a staff of three including a 
Public Relations Officer who is responsible for keeping the public 
informed of the policies, actions and achievements of the Govern- 
ment. The Department is under the portfolio of the Chief Minister 
who is also Minister of Information. The Public Relations Officer 
is also Local Government Officer. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography 


St. VINCENT is one of the chain of Windward Islands at the eastern 
edge of the Caribbean Sea. It lies about 100 miles west of Barbados, 
between St. Lucia to the north, and the Grenadines to the south. It 
is 18 miles from north to south and 11 miles across, with an area of 
133 square miles. With the Grenadines dependencies the total area 
of the territory is 150 square miles. 


St. Vincent is a beautiful island, with green hills reaching to the 
sea. A range of volcanic mountains stretches its entire length, from 
the Soufriere (4,048 ft.) with its crater lake in the north, to Mount 
St. Andrew in the south. The range is almost impenetrable, and the 
slopes show many contrasts. The eastern, or windward slope, is 
gentle and undulating, with flat valleys lying between low foothills, 
whereas the leeward slope is deeply dissected and rugged, although 
alluvial plains border the rivers. Numerous small rivers flow down 
both slopes of the mountain; they are short and swift, and in their 
upper courses have carved deep gorges. On the leeward slope, they 
tend to diminish in the dry season. In the north is a mountainous 
area containing pockets of level land, known as Carib country, 
which used to be prosperous, but its value was seriously impaired 
by the eruption of the Soufriere in 1902. The soils are deep, light 
and porous, enabling St. Vincent to grow cotton and arrowroot 
which would otherwise be restricted to drier islands. 


St. Vincent lies in latitude 13° 15’ north, and its climate is pleasant 
as north-east sea breezes modify the tropical heat. The average tem- 
perature is about 80°F., and it rarely rises above 90°F. The short 
cool season lasts from January to March, but the nights are always 
' cool. As the island is high, the rainfall is heavy, and the central 
mountainous region receives over 100 inches. The coastal lands are 
drier, with a rainfall of 60 to 80 inches. The year is commonly 
divided into two seasons, a wet and a dry. Most of the rain falls 
between June and December, but some rain continues to fall during 
the rest of the year. However, bright sun and clear skies are the rule, 
and rain generally falls in heavy downpours which do not last long. 
The hurricane season is from mid-July to mid-October, but hurri- 
canes usually pass north of St. Vincent. 
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The island is well wooded, and rich forests cover most of the 
mountainous parts. Mahogany is the most valuable timber, and 
there are new plantings of teak and whitewood. Some wood is 
burned for charcoal, but indiscriminate cutting is controlled by forest 
guards. As throughout the West Indies, the vegetation is very 
varied and there are many plants of striking brilliance, such as the 
flamboyant, hibiscus, and poinsettia, while there is also a variety 
of palm and fruit trees: The coastal lowlands and valleys ¢ are all 
cleared for cultivation. 

The population of St. Vincent ‘was about: 85,000 at the end of 
1965, 70 per cent being of African descent, and 2.5 per cent being: 
of European descent. The rest of the population consists of East 
Indians, Caribs, and many of mixed origin. The average density is: 
about 550 per square mile, but as much of the land is uninhabited, 
the density in the cultivated area is greater. The more populous 
areas are the coasts and valleys, while the north-west and centre 
of the island are. sparsely peopled. The population continues to 
grow, and the problem of over-population in relation to resources 
is great. For this reason every effort: is being made to encourage 
likely enterprises. 

The chief town is Kingstown, which: is ‘situated among the foothills 
of Mount St. Andrew on a large bay sheltered from the north-east 
winds. Small townships are found throughout the farmed districts, 
especially along the coasts. The chief of these is Georgetown on 
the east coast. 

St. Vincent’s economy is based 0 on the export of a few agricultural 
products. The traditional crops are arrowroot and a fine variety of 
sea island cotton. In 1957 bananas became the leading export. Other 
crops include coconuts, cassava, groundnuts, and sweet potatoes; 
various vegetables and livestock are also exported, and a large acre- 
age is devoted to food crops for home consumption. There are 
several factories which process the island’s products. These include 
the Central Arrowroot Factory for the manufacture of starch. __ 
- There are about 136. miles of all-weather roads and 466 miles of 
earthen roads. As there are no railways, all heavy transport is done 
by motor lorries. No road as yet crosses the central mountains. 
A coastal road nearly encircles the island, and roads lead up the 
valleys, linking the rural villages; on the Leeward coast there is 
much sea traffic. Several cargo-carrying shipping lines provide service 
with the United States, Canada, British Guiana and Jamaica, and 
the Geest banana boats carry a small number of passengers to 
Britain. Small motor vessels run between St. Vincent, Barbados 
and Trinidad, from which passenger ships leave for England; and 
air services to other islands are régular and continue to develop. 
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_ The St. Vincent Grenadines are a chain of delightful little islands 
and rocks extending from Petit Canouan to Petit St. Vincent— 
between latitude 12° 47’ 48” north and latitude 12° 32’ 00” north. 
Only the islands of Bequia, Canouan, Mayreau, Mustique and Union 
Island are inhabited. They vary in character, but all have low rain- 
fall, white beaches and scrub-covered hills. The inhabitants are 
mostly fisherfolk, but they also grow some cotton, corn and peas, 
and rear stock. Bequia has a schooner-building industry and a 
tourist-class hotel. Some of the islands are privately owned. 


Chapter 2: History 


St. VINCENT was inhabited by Caribs when Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island on 22nd January 1498, and named it after the 
saint whose martyrdom is commemorated on that day. He sailed 
away, leaving the Caribs in undisputed possession. By the second 
decade of the twentieth century only one family of Caribs of pure 
origin survived. The most interesting remains of this primitive 
people are the stone axes, knives, etc., now kept in the Museum of 
the Kingstown Library, and some large stone, probably altars, with 
peculiar engravings which are to be found in different parts of the 
island. 

In 1627 St. Vincent was included in a patent given by King 
Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle, but no settlement was attempted. 
The French also had claims on the island, holding that it was 
included in the grant made by Cardinal Richelieu to M. D’Esnambuc 
in 1626. They were however content not to press their claims so long 
as the island was not formally occupied by the British. Small numbers 
of adventurers of both countries risked settling among the Caribs; 
the French were the more numerous and the more successful at 
winning Carib friendship. Settlements were made along the Leeward 
coast in places which still bear French names, and it was the French 
who first settled where the capital, Kingstown, now stands. 

In 1660, a local treaty was made between the French and English 
Governors of the Leewards and between the French and the Caribs 
which recognised the neutrality of St. Vincent. But the treaties were 
Not recognised by the Council for Plantations or by Barbados. 

Lord Willoughby, the lessee of the Carlisle Patent, was appointed 
‘Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1663 and in 1668, in order to 
assert his authority, he sent a small expedition to St. Vincent. Too 
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small to conquer the Caribs, the expedition nevertheless contrived 
to make a treaty with them by which they acknowledged them- 
selves subjects of the King of England. In order to strengthen his 
claim under the Patent, Lord Willoughby had the three Indian 
islands (St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica) inserted by name 
in his Governor’s Commission in 1672. 


In 1673 a number of African slaves were shipwrecked in the 
Grenadines and made their way to St. Vincent. They intermarried 
with the local inhabitants and their descendants came to be known 
as the Black Caribs to differentiate them from the aborigines or 
Yellow Caribs. 


When the War of the Austrian Succession was brought to an end 
by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, St. Vincent was declared 
neutral. But only 14 years later it was seized by British forces under 
the command of Admiral Rodney and General Monckton; and 
St. Vincent was ceded to England by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 


Although the Caribs were not mentioned in the Treaty of Paris, 
it was decided not to disturb them in the possession of their land. 
But European settlers made such strong representations that at the 
beginning of 1768 instructions were given for the movement of the 
Caribs to another part of the island and for the disposal of their land 
to the settlers. This roused Carib suspicion and a state of unrest 
followed till in 1772 additional troops were sent to the island to 
subdue them. The Caribs resisted so strenuously that the major 
objects of the expedition were foregone. In the treaty made on 17th 
February 1773, the Caribs acknowledged His Majesty’s sovereignty 
without reserve, agreed to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance and 
ceded a large tract of valuable land to the Crown, but they retained 
a large measure of self-government and the districts they kept were 
secured in perpetuity to them and their posterity. 


During the American War of Independence, St. Vincent was cap- 
tured by the French in June, 1779; but the island was restored to the 
British by the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. 


However, war broke out again between England and France; and 
in March 1795, aided by the French Residents of St. Vincent and 
instigated by Victor Hugues, the representative of the National 
Convention in Guadeloupe, the Caribs broke out from their reser- 
vations and for a time threatened to master the whole island. Early 
in the fighting their leader, Chatoyer, was killed in single combat 
with Major Alexander Leith, but this had little effect on the course 
of the war. Three regiments had arrived in September 1795, but it 
was not until june 1796, when Sir Ralph Abercromby came with 
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further reinforcements, that the Caribs were finally subdued. The 
majority of the Caribs on surrendering were deported to the island 
of Rostan in the Bay of Honduras. 


After peace was restored, in order to make it easy for planters to 
convey their sugar (the chief product) to Kingstown by land instead 
of the sea, the Government undertook to maintain a satisfactory 
road between the Carib Country, the great sugar area, and Kings- 
town, and constructing at Byera Hill, near Georgetown, a tunnel 
250 feet long. But the planters were in difficulties; their properties 
had been ravaged in the disturbances and they were in debt. And 
in 1812 Soufriere “erupted with such force as to blow away its 
summit and devastate the greater part of the island’’. Most of the 
coffee and cocoa trees were destroyed and sugar crop ruined. 


In the eighteen-thirties a further great change took place in the 
economic and social structure of the island. Slavery was abolished 
in 1834, and although England gave considerable compensation to 
the masters of slaves, they were still poorer than before their slaves 
were liberated, and found it extremely difficult to maintain the pro- 
duction of sugar as before. The former slaves were unwilling to work 
for low wages, and tried as far as they could to be independent and 
to acquire lands of their own. In 1851 the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Sir John Campbell, wrote about them “‘ As a general rule they 
possess, beyond all reasonable question, most of the essential ele- 
ments of progress, and in a pre-eminent degree, natural intelligence 
and quickness of perception sharpened by a praiseworthy desire to 
better their condition”. 


Fourteen years after the abolition of slavery, Portuguese labourers 
were imported in fairly large numbers from Madeira to work 
on the estates, and a little more than a decade later East Indians 
arrived for the same purpose. Both the Portuguese and the East 
Indians are now well respected members of the island community. 


In the second half of the nineteenth century the price of sugar fell 
and a serious depression set in, which lasted until the end of the 
century. Before prosperity returned, the island suffered a great 
calamity in the hurricane of 1898, which killed about 300 people 
and damaged many buildings. This was followed four years later by 
a disastrous volcanic eruption, which devastated the northern part 
of the island. These disasters shook the morale of the people who 
for some time after seemed inclined to adopt a fatalistic attitude. 
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At the beginning of the present century steps were taken to amel- 
iorate the condition of the people by the introduction of a peasant 
land settlement scheme, and to assist the scheme an agricultural 
school was established, which functioned for twelve years. In 1903 
Sir Daniel Morris, Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies, 
introduced the growing of Sea Island Cotton, Arrowroot, introduced 
shortly after 1834, remained the most profitable export crop until 
bananas, which entered the export trade as recently as 1953, took 
its place. 


Before the abolition of slavery the Churches were solely respon- 
sible for education. In 1834 Government made its first grant of £80 
towards education, and by 1849 there were 27 aided primary schools 
receiving a Government grant of £800 per annum, and a co- 
educational secondary school was opened with a roll of 19 pupils. 
But unfortunately the ravages of yellow fever in 1853 and of cholera 
in 1854 led to the closing of the secondary school and most of the 
primary schools in 1855. It was not until 1908 that both primary and 
secondary education were established on a sound basis and a resident 
inspector of schools was appointed. In 1922 Government decided to 
award bienially a scholarship tenable for five years at any university 
in the British Empire. 


Much has changed in the last fifty years; and St. Vincent is at 
present managing to hold her own with the help of grants-in-aid 
and the assistance given under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act, which has already brought improvement, inter alia, 
in agriculture, sanitation, town-planning, roads and schools. Since 
1953 the banana trade has become the most valuable export and has 
brought much increased prosperity to the island. 


In 1951 universal adult suffrage was granted and the character of 
the Legislative Council consequently was much changed. In 1956 
elected members were given a majority on the Executive Council and 
elected Ministers took office for the first time. In 1960 the post of 
Governor of the Windward Islands was abolished and his powers 
passed to the Administrator, and a Chief Minister was appointed. 


The first Village Council’s Ordinance. was passed in 1948, making 
provisions for the establishment of Village Councils and the admini- 
stration of villages by these councils. 


The Local Government Ordinance passed in 1951 provides for 
the establishment of partly elected and partly nominated Boards 
with an elected majority. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION 


Following decisions taken at a constitutional conference in London 
in June 1959, a new constitution came into force on Ist January 1960. 
The main features are: 


(a) The post of Governor of the Windward Islands having been 
abolished, each of the Windward Islands including St. Vincent, 
is now administered as a separate unit. The Administrator has 
become Her Majesty’s representative in the territory and is 
now appointed by Her Majesty and exercises such of the former 
powers of the Governor as have been refained under the new 
constitution (these powers are considerably reduced under the 
new constitution). 


(6) The Executive Council has general control and direction of the 
Government of the territory. It is presided over by the Admin- 
istrator and there are one ex officio member (the Principal Law 
Officer) and five unofficial members (including the Chief 
Minister and three other Ministers). Of these the four Ministers 

\ are appointed from the elected members of the Legislative 
Council and the other unofficial member is appointed from 
either the elected or the nominated members of the Legislative 
Council. The Administrator appoints as Chief Minister thé 
member of the Legislative Council who, in his judgement, is 
most likely to command a majority in the Legislative Council. 
The other unofficial members are appointed by the Adminis- 
trator on the advice of the Chief Minister. Ministers are 
assigned responsibility for any Government business (including 
financial matters), except criminal proceedings, internal secur- 
ity, the audit of public accounts and the public service. 


(c) The Legislative Council is composed of one ex officio member 
(the Principal Law Officer), two nominated members appointed 
by the Administrator in his discretion and nine members 
elected by universal adult suffrage. It is presided over by a 
Speaker elected by the Council either from within or without 
the Council, and having only a casting vote. There i isa tee! 

- Speaker elected from within the ronnie 
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(d) The appointment, dismissal and disciplinary control of public 
Officers is vested in the Administrator in his discretion acting 
after consultation with an Advisory Public Service Com- 
mission. 


JUDICIAL 
A description of the judicial system is given in pages 41. 


ADMINISTRATION 


At the end of 1965 Government employees numbered 2,072 ex- 
cluding daily paid workers and casual employees. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
There are 10 local government authorities: 


Kingston Town Board 

Georgetown Town Board 

Calliaqua Town Board 

Layou Town Board 

Barrouallie Town Board 
Chateaubelair Town Board 
Marriaqua Village Council 
Troumaca Village Council 

Lowmans Windward District Council 
Bequia District Council. 


With the exception of the Kingstown Town Board and the Bequia 
District Council, each local authority is made up of four elected and 
two nominated members. The Kingstown Town Board has nine 
elected members and the Bequia District Council has four elected 
and three nominated members. 


The duties of a local authority are mainly to provide for the 
collection and expenditure of monies authorised by law to be raised 
for the benefit of the particular district and to provide for the good 
government of the district. The matters falling within their scope are: 

(a) to let all public lands and collect the rents thereof; . 

(6) to apply monies collected in paying all expenses incurred by 
the authority and in repairing, cleaning, draining and other- 
wise maintaining in good order the streets and other public 
places, the water-works, buildings, works and boundary lines 
and marks of the district. 


(c) to keep accounts of all assessments made and monies collected 
and disbursements paid; 
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(da) to deliver copies of all accounts to the Auditor at least once 
each year and to the Administrator, when required ; 


(e) to make detailed lists of houses and lands in the district; 
(Sf) to enter into contracts pertaining to the district; 


(g) to preserve boundary lines and perform such other duties as 
the Administrator may direct. 


The estimated revenue and expenditure of nine of the local 
authorities for the years 1964 and 1965 was as follows: 


Local Authority 


Georgetown 
Calliaqua 
Layou. 
Barrouallie : 
Chateaubelair . 
Marriaqua 
Troumaca ‘ 
Lowmans Wd. . 
Bequia ‘ 


Local Authority 


1964 

neve Eee 
9,280.00 9,280.00 
6,638.00 5,925.00 
6,507.00 6,371.00 
7,290.00 7,290.00 
7,182.00 7,182.00 
3,080.00 3,080.00 
2,030.00 1,978.00 
7,500.00 7,500.00 

22,310.00 22,310.00 

1965 
Revenue a ead 
$ 

9,480.00 9,480.00 
6,838 .00 6,838 .00 
6,628 .00 6,628.00 
7,454.00 10,454.00 
7,182.00 7,182.00 
3,230.00 3,230.00 
2,030.00 2,030.00 

14,332.00 14,332.00 

22,575.00 22,575 .00 


Each local authority is given a Government grant and any surplus 
of revenue over expenditure is held as reserve. 


The financial position of these Local Authorities as at the 3lst 
December 1963 and 1964 respectively was as follows: 


Georgetown 
Calliaqua 
Layou. 
Barrouallie , 
Chateuabelair . 
Marriaqua 
Troumaca : 
Lowmans Wd. . 
Bequia 


1963 
$ 
Credit Balance of 1,514.82 
Debit s 712.90 
” ” 135.45 
Credit a 1,826.13 
” ” 468. 
” a 954.55 
” os 526.67 
973.92 
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; a <> $ 
Georgetown .° . ~ . ° Credit Balance of 1 a 67 
Calliaqua : 4 . Debit oS 27 

‘ -Layou . arte ayte ae - 14332 
Barrouallie F P ‘ Credit 9 3,754.71 
Chateaubelar .  . - .. sg, 1,305.51 
Marriaqua ‘ ‘ @ 3s - 471.00 
Troumaca 5 : tes y * * 630.27 
Lowmans Wd. . : p e5 a 3,832.00 
Bequia.. 7 3 - Debit a 4,028. 36 


: The Kingstown Town Board is governed by the Kingstown Board 
Ordinance, Cap. 209, and the other local authorities are governed 
by the Local Government Ordinance, No. 17 of 1951. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


IMPERIAL standard weights and measures are in use and the police 
carry out inspection of weights and measures. 
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sia 
penditure 
1965 


(unaudited) . 

























, $ 
R. Arrowroot Research 4,905.91 
R.1525 Arrowroot Soaay ee 17,572.96 
D.3156 Marketing 1,889.42 
D.3206 Urban & Rural Rehabilation Programme 41,403.09 
D.3545 Training of Surveyors—(Carl John) 745.00 
D;3845 Fisheries Development . 8,754.99 
Dy 20) Survey of Customs & Excise Department 1,198.21 
D,4071(31) Training of C. L. Robertson . 127.40 
D.4071(41) 272.00 
eA * Training of F. Dowers . 250..80 
D,4071(134) Training of M. Malcolm 45.00 
D.4071A(194) ining 571.20 
D,407tA(213 ie 1,211.92 
Pais raining 1,964.76 
D.4071A(Q18) Training of Cpl. F. E Pieced 1,276.25 
Dns) Jresung pes Gicote ees . 3 oes. 32 
4092 raining 0! tephens gw itt - ¥ 

D.4296 Cocoa, Coffee and Nu Propagation . 2,927.00 . 
D.4314 | Livestock and Grasslands cy * 6,457.94 242 .00.: 
D.4411 : - 31.00 805.00 - 
D.4671 Water Supplies . 17,506 .02 178,901 .00 © 
Dd Training o! Teachace at Eninba. . 360.00 15,053.00 © 
D. Purchase and Development of Fancy Estat 2+ 8,569.31 214,137.00 : 
D.4971 Public Health Improvement . ‘ 6,726.11 19,516.00 
D.4972_— Environmental Sanitation Programme 15,187.11 66,658 .00 
D.5005° - - Forestry Development : 14,077.77 32,180.00 
D.5428 : Bieae —St. Vincent. 971.00 3,979 .00 
D.5430. ion of Broadcasting | Services _ 14,825.08 6,084.00 
D.5435 Sal urban and Auxiliary Roads 6,000.07 60,840.00 
D.5455 & A New Grammar ool 150,119.89 57,058.00 
D.5570 House Renta! and Allowances, Canadian 

Aid Teachers 932.00 3,379.00 
D.5571 Georgetown Hospital * 19,283.00 37,214.00 
D.5600 Technical Training Centre 2,531.00 8,750.00 
D.5629 Agriculture & Home Economics Exhibition 10,003.00 155.51 
D.5659(1) 432.00 432.00 
EO Training of C. Mulraine 4,233.20 0.40 
D.56593A Training of E. 4,620.00 6,367.00 
D.5659(4A i 2,876.43 1,878.80 
D.565X5A 2,557.83 220.00 
D.5659(6) 1,884.80 1.60 
D.565X(7A) 3,255.20 0.80 
D.5659(8A) 2,818.00 0.80 
D.5659(31 1,757.00 2.40 
D.5659(32 1,757.00 2.40 
D.5659(33 1,757.00 2.40 
D.5659(39) 2,345.20 549.00 
D.56: 43). 929.10 2,623.00 
D.5659A(49) — 1,286.00 
D.5659A(55) _ 1,858.00 
D.3659A(57) —_ 1,514.40 
D.5659B(68) _ 3,556.80 
D.5659B(69) _ 556.80 
D.5722 Peri ol ‘of Research Assistan 3,695.30 1,920.00 
D.5888 Freight M Holstein Cattle from USA 4,063.81 1.80 
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i a Actual 
iomae No. Expenditure \ 
1965 
(unaudited) 
$ $ 
D.5889 1,251.00 955. 
D.5909 4,142.00 9,073.85 ‘ 
D.5910 12,959.36 0.70 ; 
D.5907 3,153.00 4,192.10 
D.5908 6,412.00 926 . 38 
D.5921 5,298 .32 16,103.68 : 
D.596H(5) _ 1,224.53 
D.5969(24) — 370.00 3 
D.5969(27) _ 67.00 
D.5969(38 -— 67.00 
D.5969(39) _ 48.00 
D.5969(40) a — 278.00 
D.5969(50) Training of J. A. Pompey — 658.00 
D.5969(54) Training of B. A. Nicholas _ 67.00 ’ 
D.596%(71) Training of Jean Williams — 72.00 : 
D.5969(72) os 218.40 | 
D.5969(73) _ 218.40 : 
D.5969(80) — 806.10 
D.5969(82) Training of Harold Morris. = 612.40 
D.6051 Additional Equipment—P.W.D. oo 182,828.54 
D.6052 Extension of School Buildings 21,281.00 
D.6072 Auxiliary and Feeder Roads . 438,870.00 
D.6132 Tourist Trade Development 14,599 .63 
D.6149 Additional Nurses 6,346.00 
D.6156 Improvement in Environmental Sanitation 806.74 
D.6176 Banana Price Assistance Scheme 195,596.00 
D.6209 Teachers Training College 7,299 . 
D.6285 Tractor Equipment Hire S ‘Scheme for ] 
Farmers . 32,176.12 
D.6317 Cotton Pest Control . 11,804.63 t 
D.6331 Youth Employment Services . 245. 
D.6357 Construction of Jetty at Paget Farm 45.38 “ 
6. School Building Programme . 32,150.00 
D.6376 Improvement of Water Supplies 11,016.00 


$498,758.20 |$2,295,405.43 
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APPENDIX 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 





1963 
$ 


1,264,840 


662,021 
248,819 


35,322 


2,211,002 


LIABILITIES 


$ c. $ c $ c 
OTHER PuBLic FUNDS 
United Kingdom Grants— 
Colonial Development & Welfare Schemes 101,867 .00 
Deposits 
Bain Gray Prize. ‘ 962.92 
Bequia District Council . . 4,028 . 36 
Cotton Factory Deprecia' ‘ 388 .28 
tral Housing ard Plas Planning Authority ‘ 19,096.80 
Controller Supplies—Trading . [ 23/010:64 
Co-operative peviumeeseacas and 
Supervision 3 189.34 
Cess on Cocoa 1,580.00 
traham Bequest 13,858 .40 
Hayward X-Ray 163. 
Home—Thompson 16,677.52 
Lowmans District Council 3,826.82 
Motor Launch Depreciation 1,414.21 
Musgrave Prize 482. 
Marriaqua Village Council 471.00 
Permanent Investment Eruption ),000 ..00 
Plant Protection 33.39 
Savings Bank 563,568.41 
Sugar Industry—Rehabilitation 393. 
Troumaca Village Cot 630.27 
Towns—Barrouallie 3,754.71 
Chateaubelair 1,305.51 
Georgetown 1, °335.67 
Sundry Deposits—Miscellaneous 204,955.17 
————_ 922,126.06 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
minica—Inwards 1,629.12 
Grenada—Inwards 6,106.72 
St. Lucia—Inwards 7,032.52 
Sundry Deposits—Administrations 131,399.83 
———__ 146,168.19 
1,170,161 .25 
Hay eared Bank 1,541.58 
a 541. 
Simmons Bequest 778.55 
Sugar Industry—Labour Welfare 28,725 .66 1045.59 
seaniisl cans eS ,045. 
Barclays Bank Overdraft 466,494.68 
Loan Development Fund 5,815.37 
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND 
Colony Reserve Fund 35,322.17 
Surplus 1964 : 852,414.70 
887,736.87 
Less— 
Loss on Sale of Investments 35.04 
Depreciation of Investments. 5,280.06 
oe to General Revenue Balance 
1.1.64. (Transfer to C.D.W. Deposit) 27,600.00 
General Revenue Balance at 1.1.64 . 397,649.34 
——_ 430,564.44 
a 457,172.43 
mt as at 31st December, 1964. 
1. The Public Debt Be recorded in the Cite Liabilities) stood at 
$1,817,390.18. This figure includes | $43,439.94 being balance on Loan 
to the Mark A ERED $96,000.00 loaned to the Kingstown 
Board and see, loaned to the Land Settlement Board from “= 
case of dein Loan for which General peti ied is responsible o: 
setae. The Accumulated Funds for Redemption st 
2,130,689. $2 


a 


AT-31sT DECEMBER 1964 





1963 
$. 


810,509 


236,823 


36,065 


729,956 


°2,211,002 


ASSETS. 


: $ c. $ c. 
ADVANCES ‘ 
Public Officers 270,090.18 
Cotton Working a/c - 77,867 .98 
Cotton Growers Aeccenen 780.50 
Fairhall Trust . . 5 30.00 
Post Office . 2 Fs - ‘ . 184,392.24 . 
Towns—Calliaqua 5 7 483.27 
mA Layou F ; s 142.52 
Authorised Advances—Other . 330,727 . 34 
—————_ 594,423.85 . 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS ; 
Dominica—Outwards - : . 1,975.85 
Grenada—Outwards . “ : . °25,959:86 
St. Lucia—Outwards : 3,144.12 
Authorised Advances—Administrations | 32,674. 
63,754.43 
CasH_BALANCES 
Crown Agents Current . é . ‘ 4,182.78 
Joint or paren Fund s 340,800.00 
In Hand 85,363.52 
In Transit. 3,988.22 
Sub-Accountants 26,686.29 
Consolidated Revenue Fund 
Other Public Funds— 
Bain Gray Prize . 801.90 
Cotton Factocy Depreciation “! 388. 
Graham Beques! 7 eae : 13,858.40 
. Home a Ore eae eae 16,135.12 . 
Mator Launch Depreciation”: 3 ‘ f 3 1,414.21 - 
* Musgrave Prize : E ok ; . 334.28 
’ Permanent Investment hice 50,168.84 
Savings Bank 592,158.68 
Trust FunpDs 
Hayward Bank ~ 2 5 1,541.58 
Simmons Beques! . % _ 775. 
Sugar Tidlasty Labour Welfare | 3 é 28,725 .66 


GENERAL REVENUE BALANCE . 


Notes as at 31st December, 1964.—continued. 


Loans from Revenue re; repayable to the territory amounted to $189,967.65. 


The sum of ig tae HE 7. 
the territory ct 
Schemes expen fee 
There is a contingent Liability to the Government Housing Loans Board 
in the sum of $86,753. 


foot recorded in the above Assets) was due to 
Government for reimbursement of C.D.W. 
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928,268.46 


461,020.81 
35,097.62 


675,259.71 


31,042.92 


2,130,689 .52 


APPENDIX 
’ ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 





1964 LIABILITIES ; 
$ $ ce $ c 
Orner Puaic FUNDS 
United Kingdom Grants— é a * . 5 11,757.33 
Other Governments F : : fs . 7 129,258.55 
1,170,161 Deposits— Z : ‘ * : ‘ a . 977,805.14 
—————_ 1,118,821 .02 
Trust FUNDS 
Hayward Bank 7 < e 7 7 ‘ 1,603.24 
Simmons Beques‘ ‘ % a . "80957 
31,046 Sugar industty Labour Welfare 2 : s 29,874.68 < o 
466,495 —_ Barcla: Overdraft * « ‘ . ‘ -  1,062,957.62 
5,815 Peron Fund E . a 8 7 « ‘ 5,815.37 
457,172 Consolidated Revenue Fund . ‘ . 5 7 a‘ < _ 
Notes as at 31st December, 1965. 
1. The Public Debt (not recorded in the ae Liabilities) stood at 
$1,796,287.12. This figure includes. $40, pales on ee 


to the eMarketing Orga Oreeneaon: $96,000 seed ts ne town 
the Land Settlement Board from the Develop- 
ee ian for when Goamal Revenue is responsible only in case of 
default. The Accumulated Funds for Redemption stood at $114,548.24. 
2. Loan from Revenue repayable to the territory amounted to $181, 3806.65. 


2,130,689 2,219,881 .50 


10 


IIa 


AT 3lst DECEMBER 1965 





1964 
$ 


461,021 


710,357 


31,043 


2,130,689 


ASSETS 

ADVANCES 

Other Governments 

Public Officers 2 

Other . ‘ 
Cash 

Crown Agents Current 

ie ne Fund 

In Hand 
In Transit 


I 


Sub-Accountants ale 
Sub-Accountants Remittances * 


INVESTMENTS 
Consolidated Revenue Fund 


Other Public Funds 


Trust FunpDs 


Investments—Haywood Bank . 
Simmons Beques' 
Sugar erect Oe Oa Welfare ” 


CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND DEFICIENCY 


3. 


4. 


Deficit 1965 

Less— 
Celony Reserve Fund 4 ‘ . 35,322.17 
Gain on Sale of Investments ‘ ‘ *239.26 
Appreciation of Investments. : 7 1,120.00 


General Revenue Balance 1.1.65 : . 421 850. 26 


Notes as at 31st December, 1965.—continued. 


36,122.42 
613,481.75 


1,603.24 


809.57 
29,874.68 


484,475.47 


458,531.69 


The sum of $304,555.80 (not recorded in the above Assets) was due to 
the pa i by H.M. Government for reimbursement of C.D.W. 


There is a Contingent Liability to the Government Housing Loans Board 


in the sum of $185,098.00. 
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1,211,770.21 


300,275.85 


649,604.17 


32,287.49 


25,943.78 


2,219,881 .50 


APPENDIX III 
CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Articles: 

Boots and shoes (canvas 
with rubber soles) 

Boots and shoes (where outer 
part of uppers is made of 
leather, and soles are made 

~ of rubber) 

Boots and shoes 
(other kinds) 

Bread, biscuits, etc. 
(unsweetened 

Bread, other kinds 

Butter 

Butter substitutes 

ent 
Cheese 


Cotton piece - goods ais . 


60 cents and under, per 
yard) 

Cotton piece - goods (value 
over 60 cents per el 

Fish, dried 

Flour, wheaten 

Hardware, all kinds 

Hosiery, artificial silk 

Hosiery, cotton 

Hosiery, silk (natural) 

Hosiery, nylon 

Kerosene 

Machinery, Agricultural, 
electrical lighting, marine, 
water and sewerage, and 
industrial 

Manures 

Meat, beef and pork (salted 
and pickled) 
etals 


Milk, condensed or preserv- 
ed (containing no less than 
8 per cent B.F.) 

Milk, other kinds 


Motor cars and trucks 

Motor car parts 

Motor car tyres and tubes 

Oils, edible, lucca, olive, and 
similar oils, cotton seed, 
soya beans, etc. 


Preferential Tariff 
10 per cent ad valorem 


15 per cent ad valorem 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$1.28 per 100 Ib. 


10 per cent ad valorem 
$2.75 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 

12 cents per 100 Ib. 
$2.50 per 100 lb. © 

10 per cent ad valorem 


12} per cent ad valorem 


_ Free : 
$1.00 pér 196 Ib. - 


15 per cent ad valorem 

16 per cent ad valorem 

15 per cent ad valorem 

30 per cent ad valorem 

rap per cent box valorem 
cents per gallon 

10 per cent ad valorem 


Free 

$1.00 per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad valorem 
$1.00 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


20 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
20 per cent ad valorem 
60 cents per gallon 


72 


General Tariff 
10 per cent ad valorem 


25 per cent ad valorem © 


& 72 cents per pair 


22 per cent ad valorem 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 


15 per cent ad valorem 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 


$2.00 per 100 Ib. 


18 cents per 100 Ib. 
$4.50 per 100 Ib. 
15 per cent ad valorem 


18} per cent ad valorem 


5 per cent ad valorem 
$1.50 per 196 fb. 

25 per cent ad valorem 
25 per cent ad valorem 
25 per cent ad valorem 
40 per cent ad valorem 
30 per cent ad valorem 
6 cents per gallon 

15 per cent ad valorem 


Free 
$1.50 per 100 lb. 


224 per a ad valorem 
$2.00 per 100 Ib. 


$2.50 per 100 Ib. (con- 
taining less than 8 
per cent B.F.) 

30 per cent ad valorem 

30 per cent ad valorem 

30 per cent ad valorem 

72 cents per gallon 
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Appendix III — continued 


Articles 
Oils: Lubricating 
Paints 
Other 
pot spirit, etc. 


Socp: fancy 
Soap,.common 
Sugar, refined 
ee , unrefined 
Tobacco, manufactured— 


Cigars, cigarettes 
Tobsccc, snuffs and other 
actured tobacco 


Appendix III 


Preferential Tariff 


24 cents per gallon 

30 cents per gallon 

20 cents per gallon 

24 cents per gallon | 
30 cents per 100 Ib. 

15 per cent ad valorem 
10 per cent ad valorem 
$3.00 per 100 Ib. 
$1.50 per 100 Ib. 
$4.00 per Ib. 


$4.00 per Ib. 
30 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per Ib. 2 
$2.00 per 1,000 ft. 


General Tariff 


35 cents per gallon 
36 cents per gallon 


30 cents per gallon 


40 cents per gallon 

50 cents per 100 Ib. 

22 per cent ad valorem 
15 per cent ad valorem 
$3.80 per 100 Ib. 
$2.25 per 100 Ib. 
$5.00 per Ib. 


$4.80 per Ib, 
50 cents per Ib. 


$2.00 per Ib. 
$3.00 per 1,000 ft. 


APPENDIX IV 


INCOME TAX SCHEDULE OF RATES 
AND ALLOWANCES 


Rate Tax At 

$ on every Dollar $ $ 
On the first 500 3 cents 15.00 500.00 
On the next 500 4 cents 35.00 1,000.00 
99988 500 6 cents 65.00 1,500.00 
9998 500 8 cents 105.00 2,000.00 
4 34: dB 500 10 cents 155.00 2,500.00 
9988 500 14 cents 255.00 3,000.00 
9998 500 16 cents 305.00 3,500.00 
993s 500 21 cents 410.00 4,000.00 
998s 500 25 cents 535.00 4,500.00 
999 500 32 cents 695.00 5,000.00 
Sok) od, -2E 2,500 38 cents 1,645.00 7,500.00 
9998 2,500 44 cents 2,745.00 10,000.00 
9998 2,500 50 cents 3,995.00 12,500.00 
9988s 2,500 60 cents 5,495.00 15,000.00 


On the remainder 65 cents 8,745.00 20,000 .00 
Company Tax is at the rate of 40 per centum. 


Allowances 
British Subject . - $480.00 
Wife : : - $300.00 
Child . : - $200.00 
Dependent Relative . $120.00 
Earned Income . .  1/10th not exceeding $480.00 
Life Insurance. . Premiums not exceeding $1,200.00 


or 1/6th of the total income. 
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APPENDIX V 
STAMP DUTIES 


ADMISSION: 


(a) to act as a barrister 
(6) to act as a solicitor or attorney _ 


AFFIDAVIT or declaration in lieu thereof . 


Exemption: 
Declarations required by the Government for the protection 
of the revenue under any law in force relating thereto. 
AGREEMENTS: 

(a) Agreement or Memorandum of Agreement under hand only 
where the subject ere thereof shall be of the value of $25 
and not exceeding $100 . 
Exceeding $100 for each additional $100 or part thereof 

(6) Agreement or Memorandum of Agreement for the purchase 
of or for otherwise dealing with real estate where such purchase 
or such dealing is to be carried out by neat deed 

(c) Agreements not otherwise charged for : 


Exemptions: 


(1) Agreement by any person for the sale, grant assurance or pur- 
chase of land or any estate or interest therein to or from the 
Government of the territory. 

(2) Memorandum of Agreement for the hire of any labourer, 
artificer, manufacturer, or menial servant. 

(3) Memorandum of Agreement relating to the wages of any 
seaman on board of any vessel using the ports of this territory. 

(4) Memorandum Letter of Agreement relating to the sale or 
purchase of any goods, wares or merchandise. 


APPRAISEMENT or Valuation of any BooK: pais mndae or tenements . 


over the value of $50 


ASSIGNMENT of property real or personal not otherwise chered: under 
Ordinance where the value does not exceed $250 ‘ 
Exceeding $250, for every $250 or part thereof 


BANK NoTEs—on every ieee to issue or re-issue bat notes (eyable 
annually) ‘ £ 


BANKER’s CHEQUE—On every sheave on any bank or Danking company 
in this territory 


Exemptions: 
qd) oo drawn by the Accountant General on the Government 
unt. 
(2) Crease issued by or on behalf of the officer commanding ~ 
of Her Majesty’s Forces stationed in St. Vincent in respect of 
the funds of such Forces. 
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Appendix V — continued 


Bits oF EXCHANGE and PRomissory NOTES: 
8 Payable at sight and up to three days sight on demand 
(6) Of any other kind: whatsoever including I.0.U.s and other 
acknowledgments of indebtedness drawn or expressed to be 
: payable or actually paid or endorsed or in any manner negot- 
; lated within this territory— 
Where the amount or value of the money for which the bill 
or note is drawn or made does not exceed $25. . 
Exceeds $25 and does not exceed $50 
Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 
Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $200 
Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $300 
‘Exceeds $300 and does not exceed $500 
Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for every fractional 
part of $500 of such amount or value : 


_. Exemptions: 
(1) Bills drawn by or payable to the Government. 


‘jms oF LapING. Each copy except the Master's 
BILts oF HEALTH. Each copy 


Exemptions: 
(1) Bills of Health issued to ships of war of any nation or any 
vessel employed by Her Majesty’s Government. 
(2) she of Health issued to yachts when sailed exclusively for 
pleasure. 


BILis oF SALE: 
@ Absolute © ‘ 
(b) By way of security . 


(a) For the payment of any sum of money not eee — : 
(6) For each additional $250 or part thereof . ‘ ; 
(c) Bottomry Bond 


(d) ‘Bonds of Indemnity or other Bonds not being for the payment ; 


of any specific sum of money 


Exemptions: 


qd) Conditional bonds required by the Government for the protec- 
tion of the Revenue under any Law in force relating thereto. 


(2) Bonds, debentures, and all other obligations ._ whatsoever 


whether under seal or under hand only given by the Govern- 
ment to secure the repayment of money. 
(3) Bonds given to the Government to secure the performance of 


a contract, where such contract bears the proper agreement . 


stamp. 

(4) Bonds given to the Government by any Public Officer or his 
surety or sureties, as security for the due performance of the 
duties of such Public Officer. 

(5) Recognizances and bonds entered into pursuant to the order 
of the Court or a Magistrate, in any criminal proceedings or 
pursuant to the Order of any Coroner, upon any Coroner’s 
Inquiry or pursuant to the directions of any Ordinance in any 
civil or criminal suit. ; 


AS 


% 8s 


_ Appendix. V.. 


CERTIFICATES: 


(a) Of admission to practice at the Bar of this Pie 


See Admission. 


(6) Of admission to be obtained before acting as Hotary 


(c) Of landing of goods 
(d) Of any birth, marriage or death : 
(e) Of a Judge granted i in any extra judicial matter . 


CHARTER Party. On every Charter Party or Copy. 


COonveEYANCE or Transfer of any stock or funded debt or shares of any 


- company or corporation: 
(a) On sale— 


Where the amount oF value of the couniseranion. for the sale 


does not exceed $25 

Exceeds $25 and does not exceed $50 
Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 
Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $200 
Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $300 
Exceeds $300 and does not exceed $500 


Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for any fractional part 


of $500 of such amount or value 


(6) By way of security: the same rates of duty: as ona fancies 


(c) By way of a gift 


(@) To a residuary legatee ‘when the stock; funded debt or anaes 
form part of the residue divisible under a will, or to a bene- 
ficiary under a will of a specific legacy, or being the property 
of a person dying intestate, to the party or parties entitled . 


(e) In any other case not hereinbefore described 


CONVEYANCE OR TRANSFER on sale of any property, real or 


personal 


(except such stock or debenture stock or funded debt as aforesaid): 
Where the amount or value of the consideration for the sale 


does not exceed $25 

Exceeds $25 and does not exceed $50 
Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 
Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $150 
Exceeds $150 and does not exceed $200 
Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $300 
Exceeds $300 and does not exceed $500 


Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for any fractional part 


of $500 of such amount or value 


CONVEYANCE or TRANSFER operating asa volunary disposition inter 


vivos 


Co-PARTNERSHIP: On all rh of bea orhaaiena les or other agtenent 


to that effect 


Copy oF Extract (attested or in any manner authenticated) of or from 
any document in the office of the Regen of MDs Seer count 


not herein otherwise mentioned 
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Customs: 

Ship’s Manifest: 
(a) For ships of 100.tons and over 
(6) For ships under 100 tons 

- Bills of Entry Inwards—each set 
Entries of Warehousing—each set 

- Shipping Billsk—each 

- Landing Certificate. See Certificate. 


Deep of any kind whatsoever not described in this Schedule 


DUPLICATE or COUNTERPART of any instrument chargeable with any duty 
where such duty does not amount to $1.20—same as original 
In any other case 3 : ‘ : : 


EXCHANGE, PARTITION or DIVISION 


EXEMPLIFICATION under the seal of the Sue aah of any Record or 
proceeding therein 


Lease or AGREEMENT for a Lease: 


Where the annual rental does not exceed $50 
Exceeds $50 and does not exceed $100 
Exceeds $100 and does not exceed $200 
Exceeds $200 and does not exceed $500. 
Exceeds $500—for every $500 and also for every fractional 
part thereof. 

Surrender of Lease—Where the. duty with which the lease is charge- 
able does not exceed $2. sou as oninah 

In any other case s 


Lecactrs. On every receipt or other discharge for any legacy by any 
Will or Testamentary instrument or for the clear residue (when 
devolving to one person) and every share of the clear residue (when 
devolving to two or more persons) of the personal estate of any 
person (after deducting debts, funeral expenses, legacies, and other 
charges first payable thereout) whether the Title to the first residue 
or any share thereof shall accrue by virtue of any testamentary 
disposition or upon a partial or total intestacy— 

Where such a legacy, residue or share of residue shall amount to 
$250 and shall not exceed $500 . 
Exceeds $500—for every additional $250 or part thereof 


Exemption: 
Legacy or residue or share of residue of any such estate or effect as 
aforesaid given or devolving to or for the benefit of the husband, 
wife, child or grandchild of the deceased. 


LICENCE FOR MARRIAGE (from Administrator) 


MortcacE of Real Property or TRANSFER thereof— 
For every $500 or fractional Pert parcot ct the sums deerios by 
such Mortgage : 
Release of Mortgage 


Norariat Act of any kind whatsoever ekeept a Protest ig a Bill of 
Exchange or Promissory Note 3 . 


1.20 
7.50 


15. 
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Appendix V 


POLICY OF INSURANCE: 


(a) Life (i) on all Policies executed or issued in this territory and 
not stamped according to the Laws of the United Kingdom— 
For every $500 or per thereof of the amount insured . A 
(ii) on all Policies executed or issued in the territory to cover 
risks while travelling in any aircraft— 

For every $500 or part thereof of the amount inves 

ee Sti against loss or damage by F : 

c 
(i) For a upon any voyage: In respect of every full sum of 
$500, and in respect of an' aly Eeasieat! part of $500. 
(ii) For time: In respect o! ap full sum of $500, and in res- 
pect of any fractional part of $500— 
hd rik ade insurance is made for any time not exceeding six 
mon’ é 
Where the insurance is made for any time exceeding six months 
and not exceeding twelve months ‘ 
But if the separate and distinct interest of two or more persons 
are insured by one policy for a voyage or for a time, then the 
duty of six cents or fifteen cents as the case may require shall 
be charged thereon in respect of every full sum of $500 and 
every fractional part of $500 thereby insured upon any separate 
or distinct interests. 


Power or Letter of ATrorney or substitution 


ProsateE of Wills and Letters of Administration— 
Where the value of the personal property in the territory (including 
monies payable under any policy of insurance on the life of the 
deceased) after deducting debts and consonabie funeral expenses 
exceeds $250 and does not exceed $500. 
For every additional $250 or part thereof 


Protest of any Bill of Exchange or Promissory Note 


REecerPts (including Cash BiLts for goods purchased at stores, shops 
or elsewhere)— 


For the sum of $5.00 and up to aD: 00 
Above $100 andupto $200 

Above $200 and upto $500 

Above $500 and up to $1,000 

Above $1,000 and up to $2,000 

Above $2,000 and up to $3,000 

Above $3,000 and up to $4,000 

Above $4, ;000 and up to os 000 

Above $5,000 : ‘ 


Exemptions: 


(a) All Receipts given by a Public Officer when acting in his official 
capazity on behalf of the public. 

(6) Receipts given by an officer of any Government De, 
of the territory for money paid by way of Imprest or oon, 
or adjustment of an account, whereby he derives no personal 
benefit therefrom. 

(c) Receipts given for the return of any amount deposited as 
security for any Duty. 


SHARE WARRANT or stock certificate of any public company: 
For every $48 or part of $48 . 


10 
25 


5.00 


% 88 
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80 St. Vineent:,1964 and 1965 


SETTLEMENT. Any instrument, whether voluntary or upon‘any good or 
valuable consideration, other than a bona fide pecuniary 
consideration, whereby any definite and certain principal sum 

Sat of money (whether charged or chargeable on lands or other 
hereditaments or not), or any definite and certain amount of 
stock, or any security, is settled or agreed to be settled in any 

: manner whatsoever; for every $480 and also for any fractional 
beg part of $480 of the amount or vee oF the Property sme or 
agreed to pe settled 


Exemption: 
Instrument of appointment relating to any property in favour 
of persons specially named or described as the objects of a 
power of appointment, created by a previous settlement 
stamped with ad valorem duty in respect of the same property 
or by will, where duty has been paid on the same property 
in respect of its devolution by the death of the testator. 


SURRENDER. See Lease. 


Printed in England for Her Majesty’s Stationery Office _ 
by William Pollard & Co. Ltd., Exeter 
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